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The conditions under which this paper is pub- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of facts the character -of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not ''news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
are, in the main, collected from daily papers; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. . 

A Hartford (Ct.) crockery merchant lately 
received the Invoice of a lot of white ware im- 
ported from England. The cost of the goods in 
England was $249.95. They were packed in 
eight crates, and the duties on the crates and 
packing amounted to $17.87. The duties on the 
goods were $97.60. The crates could not be sold 
for over 50 cents each, or $4 in all. 



Speaking of the effect of the Tariff law on for- 
eign commerce and the. ocean-carrying trade, the 
agent of the North Grerman Lloyd line said that 
their business was now 50 per cent less than at 
the same period last year. The volume of the 
redaction was in cotton and woollen goods. The 
agent of a Havre line said that the dearer class of 
goods, as lace, jewelry, champagne, was unaf- 
fected, but that the cheaper grades of all kinds 
showed a marked decrease in the invoices and car- 
goes. Statements of similar purport were made 
by agents of the Hamburg- American and of the 
White Star lines. 



It is reported that no fewer than forty tobacco 
factories have now been closed in Cuba in conse- 
quence of the American Tariff law. They are all 
of the smaller class of concerns. 



Owing to the small shipment of produce from 
Prince Edward Island since the operation of the 
McKinley Bill, the Boston, Halifax and Prince 
Edward Island Steamship Line Company have 
withdrawn the steamer ** Worcester" from the 
route. 



Among the bills rejected by the Vermont 
Legislature are : The bill reducing the legal rate 
of interest to five per cent ; the bill making the 
first .Monday in September, known as "Labor 
'Dsyy* a legal holiday ; the bill reducing the mem- 
bership of the Supreme Court to six, instead of 
seven; the bill prohibiting railroad companies 
from charging more than three cents per mile 
for fare one way, and two and one half cents 
per mile both ways ; and the bill requiring hotel 
keepers to put up a " Don't-Blow-Out-the-Gas " 
sign in sleeping-rooms. The bill providing that 
the Speaker and President of the Senate should 
not receive over ^250 for the session's work, and 
the other members not over ^125, was reported 
adversely by the committee. 



The biU prohibiting sleeping-car porters from 
lowering an upper berth except for a bona fide 
passenger, against the wishes of the occupant 
of the lower berth, passed the Vermont House. 



The New York Legislature passed an act last 
session which provides that "every candidate 
voted for at any public election shall file *' with 
specified officers "an itemized statement show- 
ing in detail all the moneys contributed or 
expended by him, directly or indirectly, by him- 
self or through any other persons, in aid of his 
election. Such statement shall give the names 
of the various persons who received such 
moneys, the specific nature of each item, and 
the purpose for which it was expended or con- 
tributed." In some of the statements filed by 
the New York candidates nothing is said about 
the specific nature of the item or the purpose 
for which it was contributed and expended. 
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** Any person entitled to vote at a general elec- 
tion, held within this State, shall, on the day of such 
election, be entitled to absent himself from any ser- 
vice or employment in which he is then engaged or 
employed, for the period of two hours, between the 
time of opening and the time of closing the polls ; 
and such voter shall not, because of so absenting 
himself, be liable to any penalty, nor shall any de- 
duction be made on account of such absence from 
his usual salary or wages ; provided, however, that 
application shall be made for such leave of absence 
prior to the day of election. The employer may 
specify the hours during which such employee may 
absent himself as aforesaid. Any person or corpora- 
tion who shall refuse to an employee the privilege 
hereby conferred, or who shall subject an employee 
to a penalty or reduction of wages because of the 
exercise of such privilege, or who shall directly or 
indirectly violate the provisions of this act, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.'* 

The Albany " Law Joarnal "declares this pro- 
vision unconstitutional, as the Federal Constitu- 
tion provides that no State shall pass any law 
impairing the obligatlou of contracts. Where 
one person has agreed to serve another for a 
given period at a fixed compensation no Legisla- 
ture can reduce the period of service while com- 
pelling payment of the full compensation. It 
is suggested, however, that the provision is not 
unconstitutional so far as it applies to contracts 
made after the new ballot law went into effect, 
as the Courts might hold that the rate of wages 
must be deemed to have been fixed in view of 
the provision. If the statute is regarded as 
entering into the contract and qualifying Its 
terms, it cannot be said to impair the obligation 
of the contract. 



A bill will be introduced in the Quebec Legis- 
lature providing for compulsory voting. The 
preamble declares that *• of late years a class of 
voters has arisen who speculate upon their 
votes, and refrain from voting until a few votes 
comprise the balance of power, in which case 
they dispose of their votes to the highest bid- 
der." To remedy this evil, the bill provides 
that every person whose name is upon the list 
must vote at the poll where he is registered at 
every election for member of the Assembly. 
The voter who fails to perform what the bill 
calls *' the sacred duty" will be debarred from 
voting until he has paid a fine of ^25. 



Several large firms of Springfield, Mass. , have 
signed a protest against the exactions of the 
Tariff Bill, claiming that the bill signed by the 
President Is not the bill which was passed by 
Congress. Congress placed a duty of fifty per 
cent on handkerchiefs, while the bill signed by 
the President places the duty at sixty per cent. 



The Tariff Bill presented by the Denmark 
minister of finance places coal, salt, coke, and 
rice on the fi^e list, and reduces the duty on 
sugar. The shipping duties are abolished, while 
the duty on Industrial machinery is raised. 



A bill has been Introduced in the Oklahoma 
Legislature making it criminal libel for a news- 
paper to Insinuate anything against a man*s 
character, whether It Is true or not. 



The Minister of Justice has addressed a cir- 
cular to all the judges in Canada, notifying his 
Intention to introduce in Parliament next session 
a bill codifying the criminal law of the Domin- 
ion, and asking their views as to the expediency 
of abolishing the functions of grand juries. 



JUDICIAL. 

A farmer of Yell County, Ark., mortgaged his 
farm to the Boston Mortgage and Security Com- 
pany for a loan of $1,000. The sum of $200 was 
taken out of the principal for interest, and the 
farmer was paid ^00. The Arkansas Supreme 
Court holds that the Interest charged was usuri- 
ous, wblch fact forfeits the principal. This is 
the first decision rendered under the act of the 
last Arkansas Legislature fixing the rate of In- 
terest at ten per cent. 



The Michigan Supreme Court has decided that 
restaurant keepers may not discriminate against 
colored men by requiring them to sit at desig- 
nated tables In order to be waited on. 



The New Jersey Supreme Court has sustained 
the ordinance of the city of Trenton requiring 
horse cars to have conductors as well as drivers. 



The Illinois Supreme Court has decided that 
the city ordinances requiring persons selling 
"books, groceries, or other articles "to have 
licenses as peddlers Invalid. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

Pittsburg, Penn., employers have organized a 
"Protective League," in order to deal with the 
labor unions more successfully. It was claimed 
at the first meeting of the organization that at 
present the contractors are at the mercy of 
organized labor. 



The London County Council has refused to 
take any measures In the direction of establish- 
ing a Labor Exchange in London, which scheme 
was urged by the Socia'ists, on behalf of the 
men and women out of employment. 
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The work on the London-Paris telephone line 
is being pushed so rapidly that it will probably 
be opened for use as early as January. 



At a mass meeting of Berlin (Germany) clerks 
resolutions were adopted in favor of co-opera- 
tion with the Socialist party. 



The London Government board has refused 
to start public works for the relief of the unem- 
ployed, fearing that laborers from all over the 
kingdom would thereby be attracted to the 
metropolis. 



A Saloon Keepers' Union has been organized 
in New York City. No member of the Federa- 
tion of Labor may patronize a saloon-keeper not 
belonging to the Union. 



A committee has been appointed by the New 
York Central Labor Union to consider the ad- 
visability of providing for a permanent strike 
fund. 



The St. Paul Plumbers* Union demands a law 
to prevent incompetent men from engaging In 
their business. 



The number of women engaged during tlie 
last year In the Belgian coal fields was 10,854 ; 
3,476 were girls under sixteen ; 3,827 women and 
1,026 girls worked below ground. 



A Free Labor and Property Defence Associa- 
atlon has been organized at Queensland, Aus- 
tralia. The objects of the Association are: To 
secure to Its members personal freedom and the 
right of contract, to protect by legal means the 
persons and property of the members, and to 
establish funds to secure to members assistance 
in sickness, etc. 



The painters have petitioned the Quebec 
Legislature for an act giving the first mortgage 
to workmen on their work for the amount of 
their wages. 



The Montreal Central Council of Trades and 
Labor has petitioned the Quebec Legislature for 
a law prohibiting boys under sixteen and girls 
under eighteen working in tobacco factories; 
also for a law establishing compulsory and gra- 
tuitous education, and for an act to determine 
the responsibility of employers in case of acci- 
dents to their employees. 



The National Shoe Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion has adopted, at Its recent convention, the 
following resolutions : — 

Whereas, the capacity to manulacture booU and 
shoes in the United States is greater than the de- 
mand for consumption, and the facilities for produc- 
tion are increasing faster than this demand for the 
products, therefore 

Resolved, that the continued prosperity of our 
business depends, to a considerable extent, on widen- 
ing the market ; 

Besolved, that complete and immediate commer- 
cial reciprocity with all countries in the Western 
Hemisphere would be of especial advantage to our 
trade. __^ 

At the Police Court, Cork, thirty men, con- 
stituting the seamen and firemen on board the 
steamship *' Lee " and the steamship •* Shannon," 
were prosecuted by the City of Cork Steam 
Packet Company for wilful breach of contract 
In having refused to work their vessel contrary 
to the terms of their agreements. It transpired 
In evidence that the defendants abandoned their 
posts because of the company's refusal to deny 
employment to a number of their laborers who do 
not happen to be members of the Dock Labor- 
ers' Union. It was Intimated to the defendants 
that If they followed the example of the crew of 
the steamship **Flnbar," who were prosecuted 
some days ago for their refusal to carry boy- 
cotted cattle, and signed an agreement not to 
oflfend In this respect in the future, proceedings 
against them would be withdrawn. This, how- 
ever, the crew of both vessels refused to do, and 
they were each sent to gaol for one month. Mr. 
Ocil Hoche, in announcing the decision of the 
magistrates, regretted that those really respon- 
sible for the position of the defi'udants were 
not before them, for, of course, they were but 
acting under the advice of their managers and 
wire-pullers, and were really the victims of a 
horrible tyranny brought to bear upon them. 



A "Co-operative Housekeeping" Society has 
been organized by the leading women of Decatur, 
ill., with a view to solve the problem of keep- 
ing house on moderate incomes. The Chicago 
Herald describes this organization as f oUows : — 

There are in this culinary society fifty-two active 
members. Each member is a mistress of a house- 
hold, and she may represent a family of three or 
five, or even more persons. The active membership, 
therefore, is no criterion of the actual extensiveness 
of the club. A good deal of money is handled each 
month and a good many people fed, and so far this 
has been done without any friction and with a large 
saving. 

This society was started a number of months 
ago. A spacious dining-room, accessible to thfe fifty- 
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two families, was rented and fitted up in a comfort- 
able and tasteful manner. Each lady contributed 
to the original furniture dishes enough to take care 
of the persons in her own family. Some satisfac- 
tory arrangements were made in regard to the cook- 
ing and heating apparatus. Then a caterer, cook, 
and waiting-girls were employed, and the project 
was ready for a practical trial. It has more than 
realized the hopes of the promoters. 

The housekeepers belonging to this club have 
virtually shut up their kitchens, discharged their 
cooks, cut off the waste of victuals, fuel, light, etc. 
There is a great curtailment in the aggregate cost 
of domestic service and a large saving in the con- 
sumption of fuel. The provisions are bought by the 
wholesale, and there is a considerable margin of 
profit there. Meals are served during certain hours, 
so that there may be ample time to feed every one 
without confusion. 

Each of the fifty-two members has charge of the 
establishment one week in every year, so that the 
duties imposed upon her are very insignificant. 
Then there is a pleasant rivalry among the ladies as 
to who shall show the smallest expense account, 
and this friendly contest produces agreeable effects, 
so far as the pocket-book is concerned. So far, and 
the plan has been so thoroughly tried that it is no 
longer an experiment, the average cost per capita of 
each adult is $2.80 a week. Small children are in- 
cluded in this estimate. Those from ten years up 
are counted as grown persons. 



IN GENERAL. 

Oen. Booth's scheme for the relief of the 
English poor involves three institutions, of 
which the first is a school of preparation for 
the second, and the second for the third. These 
three Institatlons are: 1, the city colony; 2, the 
farm colony ; and 8, the over-sea colony. 

The city colony will be merely an extensive out- 
growth of the work which the Salvation Army have 
been doing for some time in London by means of 
their food and shelter depots. At these depots any 
peraon may for eight cents procure a night's lodg- 
ing, together with supper and breakfast. The city 
colonies will differ only in this respect, that work- 
shops will be established in connection with the 
depots, and instead of paying the fee just mentioned 
an applicant for food and lodging will be expected 
to pay in work. He will be employed in making 
firewood, mats, or sacks, or will be made a member 
of the ** household salvage brigade," the duty of 
which is to go from house to house and collect old 
clothes, bottles, broken victuals, and other refuse. 
The materials thus accumulated aresent to the farm 
colonies. Pains will be taken to secure the imme- 
diate reabsorption of a fraction of the inmates of 
the city colonies into the ranks of the permanently 
employed. This is to be done by labor registers, 
which will be opened in connection with the free- 
labor movement. There will remain, however, a 
large number of the destitute who are neither by 



training nor by habit fitted for speedy re-entrance 
into the body of self-supporting workmen. These 
persons, after a certain period of probation, are sent 
to colonies of the second type. 

For the purposes of an initial farm colony and in- 
dustrial village, Gen. Booth proposes to buy or lease 
from five hundred to one thousand acres at no great 
distance from London. The colonists will be taught 
to erect their own farm buildings, cottages, and glass 
houses for fruit and flower growing, to make their 
own bricks and their own furniture. It Is expected 
that In fruit farming female labor will find a con- 
genial and ultimately profitable employment. Ex- 
perts from France and Belgium are to be called in 
to Instruct the colonists In the production of poultry 
and eggs, and In rabbit rearing. The chief occupa- 
tion of the adjoining industrial village will be the 
transforming of the refuse collected from London 
households Into products of conwiercial value. 
Thus, the bread unsuitable for human food will be 
given to horses, and what Is unfit for horses to rab- 
bits and pigs. Bones will be reduced to manure, or 
made up into buttons. Grease will supply a soap 
factory ; the waste paper will go to paper mills ; the 
waste tin will make toys. The occupants, however, 
of this second class of colonies, like those of the first, 
will not be paid In money. They will receive in 
return for their labor, food, lodging, and clothing, 
but, as soon as they have become steady and useful 
workmen, employment will be found for them at 
home through registration otfices, or they will be 
shipped to one of the over-sea colonies, which repre- 
sent the culmination of the scheme. Of these the 
prototype is to be founded In South Africa. Pioneers 
are to be sent ahead to lay out the site and prepare 
the first crops, but each of the colonists on his arrival 
will be made the owner of a house and farm, subject 
only to the obligation of repaying his passage and 
outfit. Thus the man who entered the food and 
shelter depot as an outcast will emerge an Indepen- 
dent member of society. 



In Switzerland, no official assessment is made 
of property. Blanks are distributed to every 
house, to be filled in by its occupants. The 
system of taxation there prevalent is known as 
the *< progressive** tax scale. 

A, who owns ^4,000 of property, pays taxes 
only on half of it ; B, who owns $25,000 worth, 
pays taxes on eight tenths of it ; while C, with 
his $100,000 worth of property, pays taxes on 
the whole. The result is that C pays not the 
proportional twenty-five times the amount of 
A's taxes, but fifty times as much. Leaving 
every man to assess himself has the disadvan- 
tage that the rich, with stocks and bonds, some- 
times do not make return of them. When a rich 
Swiss dies, however, the government control of 
his estate quickly makes amends for all his past 
misdeeds in the way of assessments, and every 
penny of taxes held back is now deducted, to- 
gether with compound interest and fines. 
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Within the last ninety days, 50,000 acres of 
land have been taken np in the vicinity of Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, under the Desert Land Act. Special 
Ag. nt Tyner, of the Land Department, sus- 
pected that the land was being taken up for 
speculative purposes, and investigated, says a 
Helena, Mont., despatch to the Chicago Tribune. 
Ue found that the entries were being made by 
Eastern parties, who had been induced to file 
claims by a Denver syndicate. It is alleged that 
parties of £aster*i people were taken to Idaho 
Falls on special excursions, and then taken by 
wagons across the Snake River to some high 
point, where the view is unobstructed for twenty 
miles. The parties would then go to the land- 
office and make affidavit that they had visited 
each tract upon which entry was made. The 
law requires that each person visit the tract 
entered upon and make oath that the land is not 
taken up for speculative purposes. The special 
agent thinks he can have all such entries can- 
celled. 

The Paris correspondent of the London Times 
writes : — 

The Protectionist movement, which was started 
some years back by French agriculturists, has since 
developed in a remarkable degree. With the aid of 
their perfect organization into syndicates and feder- 
ations, the Protectionists had little difficulty in 
1889 in electing to the Chamber a majority favorable 
to their ideas. This Chamber voted increased du- 
ties, and an elaborate scheme of double tariffs, and 
has finished by pledging itself not to sign any com- 
mercial treaty whatsoever. 

The Free Traders were at first overwhelmed by 
this Protectionist movement, but little by little they 
have gathered courage for the struggle. 

Recently the Free Traders formed an associa- 
tion called** The Union for the Promotion of 
Free Trade In Raw Material, and the Defence of 
Exportation." 

The GrazhdaniUy a St. Petersburg daily, calls 
attention to the fact that, although corporal 
punishment was abolished by the government 
long ago, the village aldermen and autocrats of 
small towns inflict chastisement with the rod 
on their constituents on the slightest provoca- 
tion. It produces an authentic order issued by 
such an alderman in the Government of Tulla 
requiring all the peasants of his village to pay 
their taxes on a certain day, '* in default of which 
they would receive fifty lashes " each. Through- 
oat Finland, however, the same custom is prac- 
tised. Citizens of the lower classes failing to 
please their officials are tied up and lashed. 



The Russian Tariff Committee has recom- 
mended a gepefal increase of Tariif dirties. 



The New York Fot'ce, the prohibition organ, 
si;ates that fifteen thousand copies of its issue 
of Oct. 16 were detained by the Omaha (Neb.) 
postmaster until ihe eve of the election, under 
the prettxt that they were probably specimen 
copies. Prohibition was a prominent issue in 
the State election, and the postmaster is charged 
with having abused his power for partisan ends. 



The £1 Paso, Texas, postmaster confiscated an 
edition of the local Tribune, on account of a 
card to the effect that Mr. Dauphin, of New 
Orleans, could be reached through the express 
companies dealing with him. The paper criti- 
cised this action in an editorial the next day, and 
the postmaster threw that day's edition also out 
of the malls. A suit for damages will be brought 
by the publishers. 



The New York Ballot Reform law makes it un- 
lawful for any candidate to provide or furnish 
entertainment, at his expense, to his electors 
previous' to or during the election. Many of the 
candidates who have filed statements of ex- 
penses, apparently Ignorant of this provision, 
fraukly mention expenditures for drinks and 
cigars to their workers and voters. 



In the case of the Biddeford (Me.) aldermen, 
charged with knowingly retaining on the voting 
lists persons Illegally naturalized, the jury re- 
turned a verdict of not guilty. 



From the statement of a New York Repub- 
lican Congressman who was a candidate for re- 
election, it appears that he expended a sum 
nearly equal to his whole two-years' salary for 
the term of the Fifty-second Congress. 



Tranquillity is restored In Honduras. The 
revolt of the troops of the capital, under Gen. 
Sanchez, has been suppressed by President 
Borgan. The government will adopt a pacific 
policy In the treatment of the Insurgents. 



The Irish leaders have been convicted in the 
Clonmel Court of the charge of conspiracy to 
induce Irish tenants not to pay rent, and sen- 
tenced to six months' Imprisonment. 



The Hungarian Minister of Agriculture con- 
templates utilizing the large sandy plains of the 
country for the planting of vineyards. It Is 
proposed to plant about 40,000 acres with vines 
Imported from America, 9^ these l^ave hitherto 
defied the phylloxera. 
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TO-DAY, NOV. 27, 1890. 

A record of the facU and considerations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United Stateify and that, iher^ore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 

J. MORRISOH-FULLBR, WaLTBR C. R08«, EdltON. 



And why is it that still 

Man with his lot thus fights? — 
'T is that he makes this will 
The measure of his rights, 
And believes nature outraged if his will 's gain- 
said. — Arnold. 



The second session of the Kifty- 
Seoond first Congress is the centre of much 
curiosity. What business they 
have to meet for again I am sure I do not 
know. It may be cousiitutioual, but it is 
surely undemocralic for Ibis Congress to do 
anything more. The fact that its successor 
has already been elected is one objection, but 
not in itself suflacient to act as a bar to any 
further legislation. The essential objection, 
and the conclusive objection, is that the Fifty- 
first Congnss has already done all it was 
elected to do. It has done much more, very 
much moie than it was elected to do. Many 
laws l.avebeen passed of which there was not 
the slightest mention in the campaign which 
resulted in the present Congress, laws which 
the voters might not have indorsed at the 
polls had tlie question been submitted to 
them. But the fact that so much has already 
been done which Congress was not instructed 
to do can 'hardly justify an addition to the 
list o/ excesses The realization of democracy 
requires that only those laws shcmld be en- 
acted whieh the majority of those able to 
enforce their will have voted for. Science 
may be outraged and morality utterly disre- 
garded; but if the condition is fulfilled of 
having the legislation backed by a majority, 
democracy is saliKfied: Us ideal is realized. 
A very imperfect ideal indeed is that to which 
democracy looks. But the only other choice 
left us is a more or less modified oligarchy, 
and experience seems to show that this is 
worse than democracy. The (^nly legislation 
— besides the ordinary appropriation bills — 
which the present Congress was instiiicted to 
embody and enact are tlie tariff schedules 
and the pensions bills. Everything else has 
been pure assumption. Leaving out i»f ac- 
count the geographieal accident that the real 



majority of voters are not represented in this 
Congress, it was justifiable, so far as de- 
mocracy goes, for the Bepublicans to pass the 
tariff and the pension bills. But they have 
not been instructed to go to Washington now 
and pass other bills. Democracy ia violated 
when a representative assembly exceeds its 
instructions, irrespective of the merits of the 
laws passed by it 



o *, , The erratic and irrational con- 
Urn of duct of governments is well illus- 

Emperor. 1 rated In the case of Dr. Koch's 
discovery. Why should this par- 
ticular discovery be selected for governmental 
coddling? No one will be able to make this 
discrimination appear rational. Of course, 
the occasion for the Prussian government's 
ofiicious patronage is simply because this dis- 
covery appeals to the imagination just now. 
Hardly any one but who has had a relative 
die of consumption, — and death is the most 
absorbing consideration in life. Now a phy- 
sician thinks ho has discovered a cure, and 
immediately the government springs forward 
to take part in the attention attracted by the 
subject. There is no reason in it at all. The 
probability is that where the government 
treads, iudividuals keep away. So the impor- 
tance of government is magnified, and indi- 
vidual initiative is repressed. One would be 
tempted to believe that the habit of obtruding 
the government into inappropriate spheres is 
specially adapted to aristocratic institutions. 
Fer the endeavor of the political aristocracy 
must always be to make the people believe 
that it is necessary and useful to them. But 
Democracy shows little, if any better in, the 
contrast; for Democracy so far implies poli- 
ticians, and their endeavor is just the same 
as that of an aristocracy. They must make 
the people think they are needed. 



Mr. Booth, of Salvation Army 
Paupenu ^a™©, has elaborated a plan for 
improving the condition of the 
paupers of Loudon of which he entertains 
gieat expectations. The details of his plan 
are described on page 20. It will be seen 
that, as with so many other schemes, the 
objective point is ultimate emigration. A 
sort of asylum will be established in London 
from which the inmates will be sent to a 
farm, and from there to some colony. Gov- 
ernments havQ often used this means of 
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relieving the industrial pressure, but never, 
I believe, with much success. Part of the 
pliin by which the present Tory govern- 
mi'Ut aspires to relieve the Irish pressure 
includes aids to emigration and also to mi- 
gration to different Irish counties. The 
fact that governments have failed to accom- 
plish much in this way does not furnish 
a very strong presumption against Mr. 
Booth's plan. The probability is that gov- 
ernmenbil experiments arc so much clear 
loss, that they do not even show how not to do 
things. A strongir presumption is that fur- 
nished by the conditions Mr. Booth will have 
to contend against. At present the tendency 
of migration of laborers in England, as every- 
where else, is away from the country and 
into the city. How this can be checked, or 
how the evils accompanying it can be mti- 
gated by charitable efforts, is far from clear. 
But there is this to be said of Mr. Booth's plan, 
that it will be voluntarily undertaken and 
voluntarily pursued, and that the distress of 
individuals will be relieved, whether the con- 
dition of a class is improved or not. If the 
execution docs not become mechanical, and 
if firmness and discretion combine in further- 
ing the end, much good may be dime. But 
even if harm is done, — which seems improb- 
able, — how much nobler and at the same 
time more intelligent the plan is than the com- 
pulsory charily of the government ! A work- 
house, which paupers shun as they would 
pestilence, an in-door relief — so many on 
Monday, so many on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, etc., an out-door relief— so many 
on Monday, etc., total, so many hundred for 
the week, so many thou«tand for the year ! 
There is the government. The first thing an 
individual discovers in connection with char- 
ity is that no good can be done except by 
helping people to help themselves. This 
being part of Mr. Boolh^s plan, the outlook 
is favorable. But the government never 
does discover this uecessily. 



Carlyle once remarked, in ef. 
^sl^^u^i^.^ ^^ct, that statisiics were worthless 
trash — and that a man had better 
possess himself of eyes than of spectacles. The 
two dicta taken together — and I think they 
were delivered in the same connection, I do 
not now recall where — have a meaning, and 
the meaning is a true one. Carlyle's con- 
tempt for figure9 — for facts expressed quan- 



titatively — was his misfortune, a misfortune 
partly innate in him, and partly belonging to 
his generation. For we are apt to overlook 
the generation to which Carlyle owed his 
training. But at the time he was writing 
there was already distinctly discernible a dan- 
ger — and the danger exists yet — of overes- 
timating the value of statistics. The equally 
real danger of underestimating their value 
Carlyle did not see very clearly. That the 
tendencies to the two extremes coexist and 
contend with each other for our attention is 
perfectly evident. And just as there is still 
one large group of persons, mostly belonging 
to the so-called literary class, who have not 
risen superior to Carlyle's limitation, so there 
is another equally narrow-minded class to 
whom Cailyle's exhortation is still the only 
appropriate one — for heaven's sake, get 
eyes! — eyes! 

In other words, if a man thinks, because he 
has before him a column of figures expressing 
more or less accurately the quantitative factors 
of a few social phenomena, that therefore the 
true relationship between these factors and 
phenomena will fly up and strike him in the 
face, his investigations will be to little pur- 
pose. You may borrow spectacles to read 
words printed in black on a page; but what 
spectacles will enable one to read the white 
spaces between ? Tet it is in the blank spaces 
between that lies, hidden to most to us, re- 
vealed to the few, the causal relations of the 
phenomena whose numerical factors are re- 
corded in the columns. 

What Carlyle himself probably had in mind 
in connection with his metaphor of statistics 
and eyes is even more suggestive. The col- 
umns of statistical figures are so many spec- 
tacles which may extend our vision beyond 
the narrow range of personal observation; but 
the extention will be absolutely futile unless 
our eyes have revealed to us the qualities of 
things that lie within the personal range. Of 
what earthly use will it be to one to learn that 
there are seventeen hundred thousand men in 
New York City, if his eyes have never beheld 
a man, if he has not seen men daily and hourly; 
yes, seen men, as they are, and touched them, 
and been touched by them? He must read 
between the lines before the information be- 
comes of any use to him; he must attach the 
true quality to each of every one of those 
seventeen hundred thousand units. Then he 
will be ^ble to ^iscov^r for himself that out of 
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the whole number only seventeen are men, 
and that Ihe rest are about equally divided 
between brutes and barbarians. 

These reflections are suggested by the mo- 
tion which met with a favorable reception in 
the Federal Senate to establish a Tariff Com- 
mission. The proposed commission was to 
consist of five members, and its duty should 
be: — 

" To examine into and ascertain the average price 
of commodities imported into the United States, 
both at wholesale and retail in the United States, 
and both in the United States and in the foreign 
places of production, sale, or shipment, for tlie 
period of twelve months preceding and twelve 
months following any change in the rate of customs 
duties imposed upon such commodities, and this 
inquiry shall be carried back for a period of twenty- 
five years, and more, if deemed advisable by such 
commission, and shall extend to all facts relating to 
demand and supply, domestic and foreign, which 
tend to influence prices of such commodities, foreign 
and domestic, and to aid in determining the true 
effect of the import duty or of the change therein 
in the several cases, upon domestic and foreign 
prices, and upon productions of the same or of other 
commodities, upon revenue, upon immigration, upon 
profits of capital, rates of wages, and the general 
welfare." 

Having got a column of figures, the suppo- 
sition seems to be that the relation between 
them will fly up and strike the Senators in the 
face. A more fruitless undertaking could not 
be easily conceived. A vastly greater num- 
ber of men than five has been spending not 
a few months or years but lifetimes, and that 
for several generations, in collecting the fig- 
ures necessary to the solution of the tariff 
problem. And these figures have been in- 
spected over and over again by "disinter- 
ested" persons to discover the true relations 
between them. The result of the inspection 
has been, with almost invariable uniformity, 
to disclose the fact that tariffs are an injury 
to the people imposing them, although they 
may act for the advantage of a small number 
in the community. No larger accumulation 
of facts will prove this any more clearly than 
it is already proved. The simple truth is 
that, in order that any inference may be dis- 
cerned by the inspection of statistics, eyes, — 
brains — must be applied to the ta^k. And 
this being the state of the case, what hope is 
there that the most exhaustive statistic in 
the world will be of use to Cungrcssnieii? 
The men to discover causes are not i Iccled by 
ballot: they are elected by nature. And con- 



sidering how rare they are, the membership 
of Congress might be multiplied by a hun- 
dred, the chances would still be a thousand to 
one agaiust the election of the man with eyes. 
The habit of indulging in *'oflacial " investi- 
gations is one of the very worst that can be 
cultivated. So far as the main issue is con- 
cerned, — tai ifi* or no taiiff", — the present Con- 
gress was not elected to investigate, but to 
see that their constituents' will was recorded. 
And so far as the details are concerned— the 
things to be repressed and the things to be 
encouraged, and the rates adopted to accom- 
plish the repression or the encouragement — 
these Congressmen were elected, and their 
successors will be elected, to " investigate" 
every schedule and item for themselves: not 
to delegate that duty to some ridiculous com- 
mission, undreamt of at the poll. 



CHARITY. 

Indiscriminate charity is an injury in 
many ways : the material benefits get di- 
verted to the use of unworthy persons. 

The mere act of rendering the conditions 
of life of unworthy persons more favorable, 
and thus preserving their lives a longer 
time for them than the}' would have done 
themselves, is a relatively slight offence. 
If the damage stopped here the affront to 
nature might be easily condoned. But the 
injury is much deeper. About the last 
capacity to suffer from abuse, the one which 
may remain unimpaired when all others 
have been irreparably injured, is the repro- 
ductive capacity. And so it happens that 
persons unworthy even to live themselves, 
but preserved from the natural effects of 
their unworthiness by others, are enabled 
to perpetuate their kind, and thereby in- 
crease the amount of suffering in the world 
from generation to generation. A great 
deal of this sympathy that goes out to 
suffering is worse than wasted. Is it all 
suffering that deserves sympathy and relief? 
Certainly not. Much of the suffering of 
men is due to a course of action persisted 
in, although the result is anticipated by 
them. Such suffering does not deserve 
sympathy, and should not receive relief 
from any one, and that forms a very large 
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fraction of all suffering. Pain is the natural 
consequence of wrong conduct ; any other 
consequence is most unnatural. Luckily 
no efforts can prevent the effect from attach- 
ing itself to the cause. But why increase 
the necessary amount of suffering? This is 
what is actually accomplished by indiscrim- 
inate charity. Instead of permitting the 
sinner to expiate his crimes as much as pos- 
sible himself, he is enabled to pass on some 
of the suffering that belongs only to him to 
children who would not have been born but 
for the injurious interference of ignorant 
sympathy. There can be no doubt that 
the fact that parent* should transmit suffer- 
ing to their children is unavoidable ; but 
in reasing the expiations of the second and 
third generations may be avoided. 

'1 he less people waste in injurious charity 
the more they will have to use for discrim- 
inating charity. I suppose aid extended to 
worthy persons must still be called charity, 
for the sake of clearness, but the benefits 
so conferred are pretty apt to return after 
many days. It is evident, however, that aid 
given with the expectation of a return can- 
not be called charity. It is much better not 
to rely upon the chance of working out the 
probability of reward in each particular case, 
but to confine one's self to condilion^j which 
are present. Now the worthiness or the 
unworthiness of a pei-son is a present fact, 
but the reward one may derive from giving 
aid to the one is a future contingency. It 
is much safer here, as in all other cases, to 
consider present facts in preference to fu- 
ture possibilities. A correct judgment is 
more apt to be based on circumstances that 
are present. Besides, nature seems to have 
fitted us for dealing with the problem in this 
way by attaching a pleasurable feeling to 
the act of relieving undeserved suffering. 
But we are not fitted for calculating very 
remote chances. 80 from every point of 
view the proper guide is one's feelings and 
one's judgment of present circumstances. 

This being the established means walled 
up within us for giving charity without 
doing harm, all charitable associations and 



combinations seem of extremely doubtful 
value. We must steadily bear in mind the 
fact that discrimination of the worthy from 
the unworthy is a necessary condition of 
success, and in order that we may not be 
confounded waiting for the evidence of 
success, we have been endowed with the 
faculty of feeling pleased right away at the 
relief or prevention of undeserved suffering. 
But the conditions of success are not ob- 
served when one delegates once a year to 
certain presidents, superintendents, and 
managers the duty of discrimination atid 
confides in their faculties of feeling pleased 
the rest of the year by the relief or preven- 
tion of suffering. Of course discrimination 
may be exercised in selecting the superin- 
tendents of charitable institutions ; and so 
far so good. The tix>uble is that the judg- 
ment so exercised is not that required by 
the case. People lose sight of the fact that 
the thing absolutely essential to successful 
charity is the selection of the worthy, when 
they seek to condense their charitable ac- 
tions for the year into the one brief act of 
selecting some institution to dispense their 
donation. They lose sight of the fundar 
mental fact, which personal contact with the 
recipients would effectually prevent their 
losing sight of. Then it is absurd to think 
that charity can be its own reward, when 
the only act involved is sitting down in cold 
blood and writing a check once a year. 
This is simply a means of escaping per- 
sonal contact with the suffering to be re- 
lieved. It is wrong even when it is not 
cowardly. The mainspring of charity is 
gradually weakened, the very fountain of 
sympathy will be dried up. For if sym- 
pathy cannot prove its own reward there is 
little hope of its prevailing and controlling 
our conduct. For, although it is probably 
true that judicious charity comes back after 
awhile to the giver, — but certainly to his de- 
scendents, directly or indirectly, — these re- 
mote effects cannot be relied on to foster 
the feeling of sympathy. And without the 
right feeling all ends are hopeless. Now 
every one knows that these charitable in- 
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stitutions afiford to many — nay, to the ma- 
jority — of the patrons simply a means of 
annually quieting their consciences. But 
what their consciences most likely need is 
not so much quieting as quickening. Their 
feelings do not get quickened, nor do their 
judgments get enlightened, by subscribing 
to hospitals, asylums, or other institutions. 
As to the effect on people's judgment of 
delegating the task of selecting the persons 
worthy of aid, we can probably see that 
effect now. For much the greater part of 
a century there have been in existence as- 
sociations for dispensing charity, and re- 
cently these have been very numerous. 
The churches must not be forgotten^ 
Many of them coUeit from the congrega- 
tion money to be expended in charity either 
by the pastor or by some committee or 
other. And now people have plainly begun 
to forget the sine qua non of sucessful 
charity,— namely, discrimination between 
the worthy and the unworthy. What 
might have been foreseen has now hap- 
pened, and charity is now almost univer- 
sally spoken of and thought of as though 
no such discrimination were necessary. 
The fact that suffering is tlie natural and 
proper consequence of wrong conduct is 
lost sight of, and it is rashly assumed that 
need is the only measure of desert. What 
meaning professed Christians propose to 
substitute for the one formerly attached to 
their parable of the talents is rather ob- 
scure. It is evident that while the feeling 
of sympathy has become stronger in the 
last generation or two, in spite of mistaken 
substitutes for philanthropy, and because 
of much wider social causes unconnected 
with alms giving, the sense of the necessity 
for discrimination has become weaker. 
And this is no doubt partly due to the 
attempted delegation to others of duties 
which, if they are discharged at all, must 
be discharged by each one for himself. A 
division of labor in this matter seems to be 
negatived by the conditions. It seems 
that charity cannot be done by proxy. Dr. 
Mackenzie, speaking only of hospitals, 



and without adopting this general conclu 
sion, gives evidence from his experience 
which suggests the same view. He says 
London hospitals : — 

"^ Large firms subscribe with the avowed 
object of having medical assistance on the 
cheapest terms for those in their employ- 
ment, and rich people in the same way seek 
to rid tJumsdves of trouble and expense in 
case of illness among their servants. . . • 
The practical outcome of it is that the out- 
patient department is flooded with persons 
who are not proper objects of charity. . . ." 
Certainly, hospitals appear the most defen- 
sible of charitable institutions, because 
co-operation makes the available service so 
much more efficient. But here, as else- 
where, chanty en gros proves impracticable. 
It should not be made easy for people to do 
up their charity by an annual subscription. 
If a hospital is established, what does it 
matter whether the patients pay for them- 
selves or are paid for by others? The 
proper persons to establish hospitals are 
physicians and surgeons ; and if the clinic 
is the desideratum, then such a hospital 
would charge the minimum for its services. 
Then charitable persons could send persons 
there whom they wished to aid, and pay for 
each one separately. 

If this practice prevailed in place of the 
annual subscription, fewer patients would be 
sent there who should be paying for them- 
selves. And the subscribers would have 
their attention constantly directed to the 
necessity for distinguishing between the 
worthy and the unworthy. 

If voluntary co-operation for charitable 
purposes is of such questionable feasibility, 
what shall be said of involuntary charity? 
Both in Europe and in America, the govern- 
ments have been perverted into institutions 
for dispensing involuntary charity. 

People ai e taxed, — houses sold over tlicir 
heads for taxes, — when part of those very 
taxes are spent on hospitals for paupers 
and on schools for other people's children 1 
The very pretence of discrimination is 
thrown to the winds, and it is rashly assumed 
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that need is the proper measure of desert. 
The case is bad enough when no discrimina- 
tion is exercised as between the recipients 
of charity ; how much worse the action of 
the Government, which involves not only in- 
discriminate distribution of benefits, but also 
indiscriminate collection. Not only does 
the charity fall alike on the unworthy and the 
worthy : it is collected alike from the able 
and from the unable ! In order that people 
who can read may have cheap novels, maga- 
zines, and newspapers, people who cannot 
read are laid under contribution. In order 
that some pauper suffering from the natural 
consequence of loathsome vice may be cared 
for, the poor widow is taxed out of medical 
attendance for her children, — the sooner to 
be forced to join the pauper at the hospital 
for whose supposed benefit she ha»» just been 
robbed. And so the children die, and the 
widow ... ? It is evident that something 
is fundamentally wrong with our notions of 
charity, as well as with our notions of taxa- 
tion ; but taxation, — charity, — that is the 
apotheosis of wrong. Suppose that most 
of the taxes taken to support hospitals, dis- 
pensaries, reading-rooms, schools, li'raries, 
poor-houses is taken from those who can 
afford th(B loss. What consolation is this 
supposed to be to the others from whom the 
rest is taken who cannot afford the loss? 
And as to the first, who can afford the loss, 
what will the effect be on them ? In the 
endeavor to serve charity, the very roots of 
charity in them are being extirpated, — in 
the place of spontaneous sympathy, — com- 
pulsion. 

While, therefore, co-operation for chari- 
table purposes, involving, as it does, a divi- 
sion of labor unfavorable to the develop- 
ment of sympathy, and unfavorable to the 
exercise of selection between the worthy 
and the unworthy, is still on trial, compul- 
sory^ co-operation for charity is unqualifiedly 
and irrevocably condemned. The condi- 
tions involved are clear; the facts are 
ascertained; the conclusion is sure. Who 
are the worthy? That is a question I 
would not ask you to answer for me ; I will 



not try to answer it for you. Therefore, 
let us not try to answer it for each other at 
the poll. 



EDUCATION AND LIBERTY. 

When Socrates gave his celebrated dcmon- 
etration that no one who knows the right 
will do the wrong, he attracted a great deal 
of attention, and his words have been turned 
to with delight thiough all the succeeding 
ages. The doctrine seems to have culmi- 
nated in the latter part of the ninetceulh cen- 
tury, and in the most civilized part tf the 
world. Of course we are aware as well as 
the Greeks were that Socrates was mistak- 
en; that men do in general have a much 
clearer notion of what is right than would 
appear from their actions. But we frequently 
choose to talk and act as if we did not know 
this, and so give a fresh instance of the un- 
soundness of Socrates's maxim. A leading 
journal of free-thinking quotes the following 
among its gems of thought : '^ Ignorance is 
the principal cause of crime"; "Ignorance 
and servitude are calculated to make men 
wicked and unhappy." ** Every expansion of 
intelligence has proved of advantage to soci- 
ety." The first quotation continues, '' The 
untrained person is not likely to have his 
morals developed any more than his intelli- 
gence." To proceed, however, from tjiis un- 
doubted truth, as many do, to the inference 
that training the intelligence will develop 
morality is a Wholly unwarranted proceeding. 

This is the slip which is commonly made, 
nevertheless, and it is the basis of our public- 
school system. For wl.at is the supreme 
purpose of Slate education? To make good 
citizens, of course. And which is the more 
important qualification for a good citizen, a 
keen intelligence or a disposilion (o act 
rightly? We wish to train our young citizens 
in such a way that they will keep out of jail, 
and we give them a training which is calcu- 
lated to enable them to keep out of the poor- 
house, and not well calculated even for 
that. One reason for this substitution 

is i)lain: it is exceedingly hard, when two 
courses, the one easy and the other diflUcult, 
present themselves, not to be persauded that 
the easy one is the more profitable, and, on 
the whole, to be fnllowed. It is so easy, com- 
paratively, to teach arithmetic and grammar 
and so hard to teach virtue. No one ever 
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thought of questioning whether geometry 
could be taught, but it has been a very sei-ious 
question whether virtue is teachable. We 
are content to leave the question unanswered: 
to teach geometiy and repeat, parrot-like, a 
few virtuous precepts. 

It is not intended here to underestimate the 
importance of intelligence. Intelligence has, 
perhaps, a closer relation to life than morality; 
because a high degree of life is possible (in 
animals which are not gregarious) without 
what is com^nonly understood by morality, 
but not without intelligence. But for social 
life both are absolutely essential. In so far 
as public schools raise the intelligence of a 
nation, they are a good thing; but to suppose 
that this is tantamount to developing moral- 
ity is a mistake which no nation can afford to 
make. This mistake is made in the most in- 
fatuate degree by those in this country, who 
see no hope for the preservation of our '* free 
institutions" except in public education. 
Political morality has been declining through- 
out the whole hi>tory of the country, while the 
system of public education has been as con- 
stantly extending, and yet political morality 
and public education are supposed to go hand 
in hand. 

That education and liberty are iudissolubly 
connected may be seen wilh the utmost clear- 
ness from the case of Germany. There is the 
most thoroughly educated people in the world. 
** Nowhere else is ' education ' so elaborate and 
all-embracing." Every child born there must 
go through the inevitable drill, the result 
of which is that the Germans are much more 
pliable, docile, discii)linable, than the En- 
glish, much less capable of dealing with 
their own wants and conditions, willing to be 
dealt \^ith as herds of animals, and, as fre- 
quently remarked, the greatness of Germany 
is due rather to the rulers than to the people. 
They are described as '' the most superin- 
tended, the most interfered with, the most des- 
titute of civil freedom and political rights " 
of all the peoples of Western Europe, but 
at the same time '' the most educated, that 
is, in what is conventionally called education, 
— the drilling of the mind, not its develop- 
ment." 

A people which trusts to its rulers for its 
greatness is not likely to remain great long, 
for no nation ever secured wise and good 
rulers for long. This question, however, is 
not of much interest to us in this country ; if 



we depended upon our rulers for our great- 
ness, where shoiUd we stand in the rank of 
nations ? What does concern us deeply is 
whether our public schools fit children to 
become free citizens, or whether they are 
becoming more like the educational mills of 
the Germans. Most of the adults in the 
United States were educated in the public 
schools and many of them have children who 
are now getting an education in those schools. 
Nearly every one is competent to consider 
the question, if he will not let himself be 
dazzled by the mechanically-correct, parrot- 
like answers to set questions, dear to the 
heart of the normal-school graduate. 



WHY REFORMERS FAIL. 

It is impossible to read history without 
being impressed with the evils suffered by 
the nations, which we are irresistibly im- 
pelled to regard as needless evils. Suffer- 
ing arising from the inability of men to 
cope with the inorganic conditions in which 
they have been placed, and even tliat aris- 
ing from war between different peoples, 
seems to us natural and inevitable ; but the 
suffering that results from the inability of 
men to arrange themselves in a well-organ- 
ized society — from the oppression of one 
class by another — impresses us as wholly 
needless. Suffering arising from this cause 
it is the ambition of reformers to diminish 
or do awa}' with altogether. That this 
should be the evil chosen for attack is not 
surprising, for surely if any evil is avoid- 
able it must be that caused by the volun- 
tary actions of men. 

The experience of reformers proves that 
to abolish evil caused by misconduct is by 
no means easy ; otherwise the world would 
be a far happier place ; for certainly 
enough efforts have been made ; nearly 
every one nowadays has his theory of what 
is needed, and tries more or less earnestly 
to bring about the realization of his ideal. 
A certain number of pessimists believe, or 
affect to bilieve, that the condition of the 
world is utterly wretched, and that it will 
never be any better ; but even they are wil- 
ling to make faint efforts to improve a 
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portion of it. The chief thing remarkable 
about them is that they are persons whose 
personal circumstances are much more 
pleasant than the average. 

The bad success of reformers may be due 
to the diflScult nature of what they attempt, 
or lo their not seeking for the right things, 
or partly to one and partly to the other. 
It is impossible that all the attempts at 
social amelioration have been in the right 
direction, since some are the opposites of 
others; but one might maintain that all 
have been in one or other of the countless 
wrong directions. Fashions change in re- 
foims, as in other things. During the last 
generation students of social questions were 
deeply impressed with the evils of trying 
forcibly to restrain men in their activities, 
and promised all kinds of advantages from 
individual freedom, freedom of trade, free- 
dom of contract, and the like. Now the 
evils which men bring upon themselves in 
those matters with respect to which the> 
are free are perceived, and changes are 
urged which will prevent men from bring- 
ing these evils upon themselves. It is 
argued that the natural inequality of men 
renders really free contract among them im- 
possible, since the superior will find ways to 
compel the inferior to make terms favorable 
to the former. 

There can be no denial that the superior 
in force of intellect or in physical force 
have profited largely at the expense of the 
inferior in the past, and that they are 
profiting now. As in former times, human 
victims were selected upon whom the foun- 
dation stones of public works were laid, 
crushing them, so now the lower strata of 
society to some extent support the upper 
and are pressed by the weight. There is 
something very repugnant to the feelings of 
most men in this, contemplated apart from 
personal considerations, and the chief effort 
of the most popular reformers is to find 
some way of preventing it. If only men 
could in some way be made equal by as- 
serting that they ought to be equal, or by 
some other means, the problem would be 



solved to the satisfaction of this class. As 
it is, the chief hope seems to be in the 
numbers of the inferior. A thousand of 
this class, being combined, are stronger 
than one of the other, and can make toler- 
able terms with him, when, one by one, they 
would be helpless in his hands. 

It is not surprising that men deeply im- 
pressed with the fact of exploitation of the 
inferior by the superior, and with the evils 
resulting, should, in the remedies they devise, 
be a little careless of going too far and 
benefiting the former at the expense of the 
latter. The sympathies are not nearly so 
much appealed to by the thought of a man's 
failing to get what he deserves, if he gets 
enough to satisfy all his reasonable wants, 
as if he deserves only enough for a bare 
subsistence. It might be thought, too, 
that what has been said implies the imposi- 
bility of preventing the superior from get- 
ting as much as they deserve, or more. 
But the experience of many labor unions 
shows that it is possible to prevent a skil- 
ful workman from getting the benefit of his 
superiority. Spain, for upwards of three 
hundred years, put to death large numbers 
of her best men, with results from which 
she will probably never recover ; and if a 
nation can put to death its best men, it can 
evidently rob them. In the actual case at 
present there are some respects in which 
the superior exploit the community, and 
others, as public schools and compulsory 
charity, in which the cominunity exploits 
them, with the balance in favor of the 
superior. 

POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 
In the Fortnightly Review for November, Mr. 
MoRBTON Frbwen makes a defence of the 
National Policy of the United States, meaning, of 
course, protection and our silver legislation. He 
thinks that **but for the protection of infant 
industries in America those industries would 
never have survived their birth"; that this 
country would have been a nation of farmers, 
swapping »* hogs and hominy * with England for 
factory products. The fact that farmers do not 
combine and defeat our tariff policy, if, as Is 
assserted by free traders, Its chief burden falls 
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upon them, shows ** that an enlightened public 
opinion is impossible in a purely agricultural 
community." 

To our policy of protection, Mr. Frewen 
thinks, must be attributed national unity. '*How 
would It have been," he asks, '* if the United 
States had adopted the British policy of leaving 
each part of the empire indipendent as regards 
tariff legislation, and New York were permitting 
free imports, as England does, but Illinois levy- 
ing duties on her imports from New York, as 
Canada does on imports from England? What 
advantage would the market of New York be to 
the farmer of Ohio, if that market were " also 
the dumping-ground on equal terms for the bul- 
locks of Ontario?" If England had adopted 
the American policy, /md had *' opened her mar- 
ket freely, but to colonial produce only, it is 
safe to say that millions of emigrants who have 
swelled the muster roll of the United States 
would still have been citizens of the British 
Empire, and England's trade with her own col- 
onies would have been enormously larger." 

Enough has already been given to show that 
Mr. Frewen writes from a political rather 
than from an economical standpoint. The most 
important effect he anticipates from the McKin- 
ley Bill is the possible absorption of Canada by 
the United States. From the British free-trad- 
er's point of view, this would be a matter of 
indifference, since Canada already has a protec- 
tive tariff against English goods, but for an 
American protectionist it has great import, 
since it would assure the supremacy of the 
Republican party and the policy of protection. 
This, we take it, would be more than an offset for 
making the market of New York *• the dumping- 
ground for the bullocks of Ontario." 

It is only fair to state that the article wab 
written before the recent elections, and that the 
writer would probably have modified the tone of 
it if he could have foreseen the way in which the 
action of Congress would be judged by the people. 

The Popular Science Monthly for December 
opens with an article entitled '* Early Steps in 
Iron-Making," by Wm. F. Durfee, Engineer. 
This Is the first of a series of articles which are 
to appear in this magazine under the general 
heading of ** The Development of American In- 
dustries since Columbus." Each of the great 
manufacturing industries in America is to be 
treated of in subsequent numbers, and if the 
first is to be accepted as a criterion for judging 
its successors, it is probably safe to predict an 
interesting and valuable series. 

In the Editor*s Table is found an article on 
Human Selection, that seems to deserve more 



than a passing notice. It is really but a com- 
mentary upon Mr. Wallace's ideas of the same 
subject, which appeared In the November num- 
ber, and which were reviewed in To-Day (No. 
26). The editor of Popular Science certainly 
speaks much to the point when he suggests 
that •*our troubles, such as they are, largely 
arise from over-legislation, leading to a hurt- 
ful decline in the sense of individual respon- 
sibility, and from. altogether too weak meth- 
ods of dealing with crime and paui>erism. . . . 
If we could stop our miserable political (so- 
called) wranglings long enough to take a com- 
mon-sense view of the situation, and become 
really interested in plans for its amelioration, 
the difilculties would not be found at all insup- 
erable. Fit for civil rights, or unfit for civil 
rights? that is the question to be applied to 
every member of the community. . . . The 
" human selection " that is required is primarily 
a selection that will put aside those members of 
society who, in moral character or in the power 
of self-help, fall below the requirements of de- 
cent living. This can be carried out as soon as 
we have sense enough to attempt it ; and when 
once such a separation has been effected, and we 
have no longer in the heart of society a peren- 
nial spring of baseness and incapacity, the 
march of improvement in all directions will be 
rapid, while year by year the burden thus as- 
sumed by the State will diminish." 

Agnes Rankin, the venturesome young girl of 
Fulton, Ky., who got into the penitentiary 
through her penchant for wearing boy*s clothes, 
and who was pardoned, and im'medlately ran 
away from her home again, is in more trouble. 
She went to work as a farm hand near Kenton, 
Tenn., and her sex was discovered, whereupon 
a very proper old magistrate of the neighbor- 
hood sent her to jail for further investigation 
of the case. Agnes gives a reason for her con- 
duct which is worth some consideration. •*! 
prefer to wear men's clothes," she said, ** for 
the same reason that first led me to put them on : 
they insure me employment wherever I go. 
Were I to come into this community dressed as 
a woman, and asked to be allowed to do a hard 
day's washing for fifty cents, I would neither 
get the work nor be allowed to stop in the house 
without being indorsed by some responsible per- 
son, or showing a pocketful of recommendations 
to satisfy the household of my respectability. 
But if I come rigged as a man I get plenty of 
work at one dollar a day, and no questions asked. 
I discovered a good while ago that it doesn't 
pay to be a woman: women are no good." — 
Louisville Courier- Journal, 
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AMERICANA. 

August Uthoff l8an Elkbom saloon keeper, 
who was arrested recentlj', charged with selling 
liquor on the Sabbath. He was taken before a 
justice at Elkbom for trial, and straightway 
moved for a change of venue. 

'* What 's that? ** the Court asked 

*• We don't want to be tried by you/'I'thoil'^s 
attorney responded. 

The judge looked at him in astonisiiinent. 
Uthoff's attorney expected a fine for contempt of 
court, but he escaped that 

**I'd like to kuow why not?" the Court re? 
marked waimly. 

" Well, we have an affidavit here to the effect 
that we feel that we cannot secure a fair and im-. 
partial trial : you 're prejudiced." 

'* You're a liar! " * 

*' You *re unfriendly to us." 

*' You're an infernal, no-account, worthless 
liar. You and your client ought to be in jail." 

•• We want to go before another court, any- 
way." 

The justice rose up and roared. 

'^ You make ipe tired," he cried. *' l)o you 
tllink this Comi; is going to have you paWlng all 
over the country like Dogknees looking for a 
man with a lantern to suit your pleasure? Think 
tlie law is a thing to be tried on, like a suit of 
cloUies? You sit do^vn th^re and give your 
evidence." 

Uthofl's attorney complied, and the result was 
Ills client was fined 3100, and was sent to jail. 
Byt the attorney appeared before, the District 
Court, recited the facts, and the saloon man was 
released. — Omaha World- Herald 

In the Department of the North, France, in 

1870, a certain Mile. Camille was born. The 

secretary of the Mairie put her down on his book 
of vital statistics as a boy. In due time, the 
mistake never having been discovered, a con- 
scription number was given her. In this year's 
drawing her number was drawn, and she was 
notllied to present herself at the depot for 
recruits. ITien, and U't till then, tl)e mistake 
was discovered. French otlicialism was equal to 
the occasion. The correctness of the record 
must be maintained at all hazards. Officialism 
re^erretted exceedingly the young lady's unpleas- 
ant predicament, but it owed a duty to itself. 
There was a Avay by which the young lady could 
escape military service without impugning the 
record. It was suggested that she might bring 
proceedings before the civil tribunal of the 
Department at Dunkirk, for relea-e from mili- 
tary duty, a course the young lady took, with 
the result that the French army loses an Amazon. 



The crude English or American method would 
have been simply to drop her name and draw ^n 
extra conscript. A near approach to the excel- 
lence of the French system was attained in 
Boston in the ok! militia days, when the author- 
ities, declining to admit that they had been 
deceived by resemblance of names, year after 
year summoned an eminently respectable maiden 
lady to appear on the Common on training days, 
*' armed and equipped as the law directs." 

The patent medicine cross-examiner who asks, 
''"Uoes your scalp itch?" will likely find strong 
opposition in the far West Our erring r< d 
brethren are preparing to remove itching scalps 
free of charge, and tVhile you wait — Washing- 
ton Post. 

Each Congressional corpse has his own theory 
of wliat killed him. — Ne^t^ York World, 

The I'KOPHKCT .vLfiEADY Fi'LFiLijJiD. — One 
feature of the Indian Messiah theory is that a 
mud wave Is^ to engulf the palefaces. They 
seem to have heard of the late Democratic vic- 
tory. — Indianapolis' Journal. 

Mrs. McGudley was recently heard to refer to 
that eminent Socialist, Wanl McAllister. — 
Washington Post. 

The omount of $^^3,000, just paid for Bolero, is 
said to l>e the highest price ever given for a two- 
year-old race-horse. , The McKinley Bill, of 
course, did it. — Neio^ York Trihunf*. 

1 've lost no limbs, as I can see, 

I 've shed no drops of gore. 
But there should be reward for me : 
I shot my mouth oft* constantly 

All through the civil war. 

Xeif York llernhL 

Tliere is no duty on sackcloth and ashes. 
Could Mr. McKinley have made this omission 
desiguedly. — - Galveston News. 

No Congressman can become so obscure that 
his constituents can't recall him.— Wtfshimjton 
Post. 

The one beautiful thing about the special- 
delivery stamp is that it is never on sale at the 
hour you need it most urgently. — Puck 

An Ohio constable sought to collect a debt, 
but the debtor refused to pay it. The coustal)le 
tliereupon gave him seven dollars' worth of lick- 
ing, and when arraigned in court he pleaded that 
he always supposed the law gave him full power 
and authority to lick anybody he could, whether 
they were dei)tors or creditors. 

Detroit Free Press. 
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To-Day's liet ott fourth pagu of cover will aid 
you In your choice. 



THE A B C OF ELECTRICITY, 

By W. H. ntEADOWOROFT. 

it i.s not intended, in the sH^4iteat degree, i 
it forward usascientiHc work, but it will pr 
give to many the information they ilesire wm 
requiring too great a research into book^ which treat 
more extensivel^' and deeply of this suliject." 

Mr. Thos. Kdlaon writps : '* I have the MB.of yoor 'ABO 
of Electricity,' luid find that the utotementa you have made 
theretn are correct. Your trtatmeut of the i abject nod 
nmnaiceineat of the matter have impreRned me favorably. 

Youn* truly, Tuos. A. Edi«ON.'' ' 

We will send the b<Mik to any address, postage 
paid, on receipt of 40 cents. Address, 

XO-DAY. :i Somerset Street^ Boston, in a»i, 

freeman's Oti> 0n0(i0§ ^iatot^ 

With Maps. MACMILLAN & CO. 



List Price. $l.&a. 



Pont-p&ld. $1.00. 



Italy, Scotland, and Prance. HOLT ft CO, 

U«t Price, 80 cent». Post-puid, 50 oeats. 

Addre«8 

TO-DAY, 

3 Somerset Street, Boston. 



Boston Foreign Book Store. 



Large etook of Books io the Forcigu and Aacleat UtU' 
guage«. 6ubi><criptioti(} to Foreign Period i«ml0. AmerloaD 
ugeacy for Hachelte & Co. 'a (London B ranch > publlcHtiuoa. 
Agency for Ueury Holt & Co., VV^ R. Jouklim, E. 8tel|fer ik 
Co., New York. ?eiid for Catalo»irue». 

CARL SCHOENHOF, 

144 Tbkiiont St., Bostoic, MAse. 
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ADVICRTISEMENTS. 



For thQ coming year will be noteworthy for a number of spttolAl Ibatures wl&lch the Pabllshera believe 
are of very onusaal Sn|ere«t, and among: *h6m the followlnsr may be mentioned : — 

©TO Er>W7N ARNOI^O 

Contrilmtee to the December iibmber the ftmt of a fterios of four ArtUlfH upon Jnpan, its people, lU way«, and 1i« thoughts. 
Mr. Robert Blam, who was commiisloned to go to Japan for Scrlb&er's MagHzinc, has prepared a very remArkabte «eriL*x of 
dniwfngB to illustrate Sir Edwin's papers. Articles upon the recant Japauese FenUml will follow, illuslrated by Mr. Hluin. 

Has prepared for the January number an iranortant article upon *• Th§ Pigmifn of the Great Afrlatn Forest." An<»ibor 
contribution' in this field will be Mr. J. Scott Keltiu's account of tbe recent African Exhibition held in London. Both papers 

tviU be amply illustrated. 

the: TVlEllSClCEIt, 

A Serial Novel by liobert Louis Stevenson and Lloyd 08boume» will run through a large part of the year. Illustrated by 
Hole. A two-part story by Frank R. Stockton will also appear. . 

I?ROI?". «XA.M£:@ IirtYCE. w. r».. 

Author of •' Tbe American Commonwealth," will write a series of Four Articfen upon India, embodying tbe results of his 
recent journey and studies on this land of never-ending interest. 

ocJEAiv stea.m:hhii»« 

will bt* tbe suhject •f an important iierics somewhat upon the lines of the successful Railrond Artlolea. " Pa^i^nger 
Travel,'* " The Life of Qfficeri and Men/* ** Speed and Safety J^evicen,'* and '* Mandgemeui,** arc some of the sul^ecU 

touched upon and illustrated. 

ORE AT ©XI«EET® OF THIS l^OTULJiy 

Is the title of a novel collection of articles on which the author and artist ;kvlll collaborate to give the characteristic^ of 
&muus thoroughfares. The lirst. on Broadway, will be written by ittcbard Harding Davis» and Illustrated by Arthur R. 
Frost. Others will follow on Ftccadiily, Loudon; Boulevard, Paris; The Oor^o, Rome. 

TDe pric8 of Scrliier's Masazt&e adMts ol adding a snbscrlptioD to one's otner reading at yery small cost. Orders snonld De 5ent ai oice. 

•3.00 A YBAR« 25 CENTS A NVM BBK. 

SCRIBNER'S SONS, T>ublisliers, 

743-748 BROADWAY, NEW YCRK. 
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HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE, 

A BRAIN FOOD. 

It Increases the capacity for mental labor, and 
acts as a general tonic. It rests the tired brain, 
and Imparts thereto new life and energy. 

Dr. F. W. Lytle, Lebanon^ III., says : — 

** I have personally used it with marked advan- 
tage when overworke(i» and the nervous system 
much depressed." 

Dr. O. C. Stout, Syracuse, N. Y., says: — 

■'* I gave It to one patient who was unable to 
transact the most ordlnarj^ business, because his 
brain was * tired and confused * upon the least 
mental exertion. Immediate relief and ultimate 
recovery followed." 

Descriptive pamphjet free. 

Rumford Chemiail Works, Providence, R. I. 

BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND 
IMITATIONS. 

CAUTION: Be sure the word " Horsford's" 
Is printed on tbe label. All others are spurious. 
Never sold in bulk. 
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The conditioiis nnder which this paper ia pab- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of fact% the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
are, in the main, collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 
The British Parliament reconvened Nov. 25. 
Mr. Balfonr has re-introduced in the House of 
Ck>mmons his Irish Land Purchase Bill, with a 
few slight modifications. An amendment by 
Mr. Labonchere against pledging the imperial 
credit to the large amount required until the 
country should have given Its consent at a general 
election was rejected, Mr. Pamell and thirty 
Irish members voting with the government. 

Among the bills passed by the Vermont Leg- 
islature are : the bill providing for an Australian 
ballot; the bill appropriating $2,400 for the 
construction of a fish hatchery ; the bill prohibit- 
ing the use of dogs in hunting partridges ; the 
teu-honr-labor bill amended so as to permit 
extra labor when extra pay is given ; the bill to 
pay newspaper publishers for promulgation of 
the laws ; the bill providing for a bureau of im- 
migration and appropriating $2,000 annually; 
the bill providing for the payment of Roman 
Catholic services at the State prison ; and the bill 
prohibiting the use of live pigeons as targets. 



Among the bills rejected by the Vermont Leg- 
islature are: the high-license and local-option 
bill; the bill creating a separate agricultural 
college ; the bill establishing a State Board of 
Pharmacy; the bill to encourage occupancy of 
abandoned farms; the bill requiring rope fire 
es^pes in hotels ; and the bill providing for free 
text -books in the public schools. 



Among the biUs introduced in the Alabama 
Legislature are : a bill to prohibit the keeping of 
any lunch stand with any bar or beer saloon ; a 
bill fixing the legal rate of interest at six per 
cent, with an amendment allowing any interest 
up to nine per cent which may be agreed upon 
in writing by the parties ; a bill for the proper 
ventilation of mines, and establishing a board of 
examiners of applicants for the position of mine 
inspector ; a bill to prohibit the selling or giving 
cigarettes to minors ; a bill establishing a State 
Industrial University School for colored stu- 
dents ; a bill requiring railroads to stop passen^ 
ger trains at all stations at which the receipts 
amount to $500 per month ; a bill requiring pas- 
senger trains to stop one and one half minutes 
for receiving passengers at all advertised sta- 
tions ; a bill exempting from taxation all capital 
hereafter invested in the State for a period of 
ten years ; a bill requiring railroads to furnish 
separate but equal accommodations for difibrent 
races ; a bill providing that, in civil cases, the 
finding of three fourths of the jury shall consti- 
tute the verdict of the jury ; a bill making it un- 
lawful for conductors, engineers, firemen, and 
brakemen to act in their respective capacities 
who have not been off duty for at least ten 
hours after a trip of twelve hours ; a bill pro- 
viding for teaching In the public schools of 
physiology and hygiene, with reference to the 
elEects of alcoholic driuks on the human system. 



The school law just passed by the Oklahoma 
Legislature contains this provision : — 

*^ Separate free schools shall be established 
for the education of children of African descent, 
and It shall hereafter be unlawful in the public 
schools of this territory for any colored child to 
attend any white school, or for any white child 
to attend any colored school." 

Where ten colored children of school age live in 
one district, a separate school is to be established. 
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A bill has been introduced In the French 
Chamber of Deputies providing that foreign 
life-insurance companies shall obtain the assent 
of the goyemment prior to founding branches 
In France, that they shall Invest half the amount 
of the premiums received from their French 
business In rents, and that they shall report 
annually the business done by them. The pre- 
amble to the bin explains that, in view of the 
commercial v^ar with the United States, France 
ought not to encourage companies which are 
almost exclusively American. 

There was a discussion In the French Cham- 
ber on a proposal by Marquis de la Ferronn^ys 
for the restoration of the so-called ** tours," or 
foundling receptacles. The Marquis argued 
that since the closing of the ** tours," in 1860, 
Infanticide and abortion had largely increased. 
As to the objection that parents would get rid 
of their legitimate children by depositing them 
in these receptacles, he urged that parents capa- 
ble of acting thus would also be capable of 
destroying them. He denied that Immorality 
would be stimulated, for girls who yielded to 
temptation never weighed the consequences. Of 
two evils the lesser should be chosen, and the 
experiment should at least be tried in Paris. M. 
de la Ferronnays Insisted that this was a better 
course than voting four and one half millions 
for deserted children, or than the Roussel anti- 
baby-farmlng law of 1874, which substituted 
State supervision for maternal supervision. M. 
Joseph Reinach, on behalf of the Budget Com- 
mittee, objected to the proposal. He contended 
that the Roussel law had saved thousands of 
lives; that If the mothers were cared for they 
would bring up their Infants; that an infant 
would often contract a mortal malady between 
the ringing of the bell and its admission ; that 
the mothers used to be watched by adventurers 
who practised extortion, and that the mortality 
among foundlings was terrible ; whereas, under 
the existing system, a mother bringing an Infant 
to an asylum was offered assistance for keeping 
it, and, even if she deposited it, was able at any 
time to reclaim it. The proposal was rejected 
by a large majority. 

The Swiss Federal Council has decided to ex- 
pel Mormons from the republic. Petitions in 
favor of the expulsion have been signed by tens 
of thousands of the working-people. They have 
been making numerous converts. 

The mayor of Willlamsport, Penn., has under- 
taken to disq^urage the use of profane language 
on the streets of his city. He has issued an 
order directing the police to arrest all persons 
caught thus violating the law. 



Referring to the sugar-bounty provision of 
the tariff law, the commissioner of the Internal 
Revenue Bureau says In his last annual re- 
port: — 

** The ascertaining of the amount of bounty 
to be paid to the producers of sugar is an en- 
tirely new feature in the internal-revenue sys- 
tem. This bureau has none of the machinery 
required to execute the law. It is simply a 
collection office. It will be necessary to make a 
chemical analysis In all cases where bounty is 
claimed. It is not deemed practical to have 
samples sent to this office for analysis, and rely 
upon the tests made here as to the entire pro- 
duction. 

*''The law requires that the tests shall be made 
by the polariscope, and this will require the 
services of a large number of chemists of con- 
siderable experience. > Only one chemist and one 
mlcroscoplst are now employed in this bureau. 

** I am Informed that the Department of Agri- 
culture now employs a number of chemists, and 
that this department gives much attention to 
the culture of sugar-producing plants and the 
methods of manufacturing sugar. 

** In yiew of these facts, I beg to suggest that 
Congress be recommended to amend the law so 
as to require this bounty to be ascertained and 
paid by the honorable secretary of agriculture. 

** If, however, it shall be decided that this 
bureau shall remain charged with the duty of 
ascertaining and paying the bounty upon sugar, 
I am compelled to ask the privilege of being 
allowed to make a supplemental report upon 
these two subjects, and to ask for such addi- 
tional appropriations as may be necessary to 
give these laws full force and effect, and to 
fully protect the interests of the Government in 
their execution.** 



One of the issues of the Wisconsin State 
campaign was the question whether the State 
Treasurers had the right to put the State funds 
in banks and keep the interest for themselves. 
This had been the course of the Republicans for 
years, and large fortunes had been made out of 
this practice. The treasurer-elect, who is a 
Democrat, intends to bring suit against the ex- 
treasurers and their bondsmen for the interest 
on the funds. 



The National Sabbath Reform Association has 
decided to compel the enforcement of the Penn- 
sylvania Blue Laws of 1794. An attempt will be 
made to suppress the Sunday issue of the Pitts- 
burg and Philadelphia papers. The carriers and 
newsboys will be arrested. Lawyers admit that 
every form of employment on Sunday can be 
stopped absolutely under the old hiws. 
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The Treasury Department has instructed the 
Collector of Customs at New York that the 
McKinley Tariff Bill was not intended to exclude 
from exemption from duty wearing apparel add 
other personal effects which had been worn and 
had l>een in bona fide use abroad and are neces- 
sary and appropriate for the journey and the 
present comfort and convenience of the owner, 
although, from accident or other cause, the owner 
may not have had their use on the journey and 
they arrive at a different time. It was not the 
intention of Congress to exclude from free 
entry the professional books, implements, in- 
struments, and tools of trade, occupation, and 
employment of persons arriving in the United 
States which had been In their actual possession 
and were Intended for their use after their ar- 
rival in this country, but which were, as a matter 
of convenience, or through accident, shipped by 
another vessel from that on which their owner 
made the journey. 



At a mass meeting held by the International 
Law and Order Society In Pittsburg, Judge 
Bonney, of Chicago, delivered an address on 
•• The Executive Power and the Enforcement of 
the Laws." He said : — 

** Legislative work Is notoriously poor. In quan- 
tity It is excessive, burdening the statute-books with 
worse than needless details of administration; in 
quality it is crude and uncertain, requiring years to 
determine its real meaning and effect ; in motive it 
is too often partial and sectional, instigated by some 
merely local interest or grievance, and not properly 
limited. 

But it is in the executive department of power 
that we see the gravest errors. We see as we sur- 
vey the country executive positions high as the 
thrones of kings, and richly endowed with regal 
powers, occupied by commanders-in-chief who do 
not conmiand ; governors who do not govern ; exec- 
utives who do not execute. We see those exalted 
public offices largely occupied with the affairs of the 
political party to which they respectively belong, 
and, when not so engaged, appearing more like the 
chairmen of important committees than as the cus- 
todians and administrators of the great i>owers of 
government." 

Judge Bonney said that the Law and Order 
societies were organized to maintain the su- 
premacy of the law. Incidentally, the societies 
set themselves to correct the abuses of the law. 
If the officials neglect their duty, the societies 
compel them to the performance of It. Since 
1877, when the movement was started, the suc- 
cess of the societies has been very pronounced. 
At the meeting of the delegates. Mayor Bond, 
of Montreal, gave an account of the fight to en- 
force the law In his city. 



The league had employed detectives, but the 
detectives were bought, and got the league 
Into trouble. Then he turned to the United 
States, and got a New York detective, who 
simply made full reports to him of the wicked- 
ness going on in the city. H6 had recently laid 
this mass of Information before the officials of 
the Province of Quebec. He had got them in- 
terested, and now the law-brenkers were terri- 
fied. Some of the worst places In the city that 
had openly defied the law for years were closed 
last Sunday. He now felt very much encour- 
aged, and had a considerable public sentiment 
with him. The working-men's societies and the 
Knights of Labor were now with him. The sec- 
retary of the society said that the work of the 
societies varied with different localities. In 
Chicago the Law and Order Society concerned 
Itself chlefiy with enforcing the law and to 
prevent the sale of liquor {o minors. The sa- 
loons are kept open on Sunday without conceal- 
ment, but the society has not felt called upon 
yet to enforce the law against selling on Sun- 
day. In Boston, and in Massachusetts generally, 
the Law and Order people endeavor to enforce 
all the laws relating to liquor selling. In towns 
where, under the local-option law, the people 
have voted to allow the sale of liquor, the Law 
and Order people do not interfere or endeavor 
to drive the licensed saloons out, but simply 
to make them obey the law. In prohibition 
towns they try to enforce the prohibitory law. 



JUDICIAL. 

The Sacramento (Cal.) Typographical Union 
has been conducting a systematic boycott against 
the local Bee for refusing to re-instate discharged 
employees at the bidding of organized labor. 
Judge Armstrong granted the proprietors re- 
straining orders prohibiting the boy cotters doing 
any acts tending to Injure the paper. Printed 
circulars and advertisements are Included In the 
order. This Is the first decision In California 
declaring boycotting illegal. 

In the Criminal Court of Chicago Judge Tuley 
sentenced a colored man to twenty years in the 
penitentiary for assaulting a woman. One fea- 
ture of the sentence Is said to be unprecedented. 
The judge said to the criminal : — 

"You committed the crime the thirteenth day 
of August, this year, and that you may have 
opportunity to refiect on its enormity. It Is the 
sentence of the Court that every year until your 
term shall have expired you shall spend the 18th 
of August — the anniversary of your crime — 
and the ten succeeding days In solitary confine- 
ment in your cell." 
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A man was arrested in Philadelphia for selling 
liquor to detectives without a license. He was 
a brickmaker, out of work, and had a wife and 
five children. The officers tempted him to sell 
them a drink, and he sold them some whiskey 
from a small bottle in his cupboard. He pleaded 
guilty, and the judge, in sentencing him, said : — 

*' I must confess I do not like or approve of this 
method of inveigling persons into commission of 
ofibnces, and then prosecuting them. 

**Now, it appears that the defendant is un- 
doubtedly guilty of selling liquor on that one 
occasion, but there is no proof that he sold on 
any other. Possibly, he would not have sold to 
the officers if they had not laid this trap for him. 
I don't approve of police officers laying traps of 
this kind for persons to walk into, and then 
turning around and putting them in jail. There 
are plenty of places to be found where there is a 
persistent violation "'of the law, and where evi- 
dence could be secured without such treachery. 
Under the circumstances, I will impose the mini- 
mum sentence, — three months, and a fine of 



INDUSTRIAL. 

The International Shoe Workers' Union in 
Rochester, N. Y., has issued a communication 
to the cutters in which appears the following : — 

**The experience of the past has taught us 
that it would be folly to hope to derive any ben- 
efit in an organization comprising the various 
branches of the boot and shoe industry under 
one executive bead. There never has been any 
real harmony existing between the bottoming 
and cutting departments. The cutters being in 
a minority, their interests have always been 
ignored. The cutting branch being the only 
one in the industry to which an apprenticeship 
hag to be served, it would be weakness on our 
part to acknowledge that a person working in 
the bottoming department, who knows no more 
about cutting than a hod-carrier, would be a fit 
person to settle a dispute between a manufac- 
turer and the cutting department. Profiting by 
our experience in past organizations, wherein 
we have been forced to submit to the dictates of 
irresponsible parties, and betrayed Into the hands 
of the employing classes by bribe takers and 
office seekers, and, seeing the danger of central- 
izing power in the hands of one or a few per- 
sons, we have built an organization on the 
broadest of democratic principles, every mem- 
ber having a vote on the adoption of all laws, 
and, as a precaution against corruption, each 
local branch is the custodian of its own funds." 



The Berliner VolkshlaUt the organ of the Ger- 
man Social Democracy, announces that the next 
Xntemational Workingmen's Congress will be 
held in Brussels, on Aug. 16-24 of 1891. All 
labor organizations of the world will be invited 
to send representatives. The reports and other 
documents most be presented printed in English, 
French, and German. The Executive Committee 
has <lecided on this order of business : First, 
discussion of international and national legisla- 
tion for protecting the workingman; second, 
consideration of the right of organization and 
combination, of strikes and boycotts, from the 
international point of view ; third, definition of 
duties of workingmen toward militarism. 



In a letter to a Brussels paper. Cardinal Man- 
ning says that the question of wages ought to 
be solved by means of free contract between 
masters and laborers, and that recourse to legis- 
lation should be avoided by the workingmen. 
He declares this to be the spirit of Catholic 
teaching. 



The 2,000 ghrls who compose the Danbury (Ct ) 
Hat Trimmers* Union are out on a strike. They 
say that their employers have ill-treated them 
and violated their agreements. With the trim- 
mers out, all other departments are helpless, and 
several thousand other people are idle. 



The National Convention of the Farmers* Mu- 
tual Benefit Association, recently in session at 
Springfield, 111., adopted resolutions demanding 
the abolition of the national banking system; 
favoring the loaning of money by the National 
Government to citizens in sums not exceeding 
$1,000 to any one, and property secured, at a 
rate not exceeding four per cent per annum; 
favoring the Issue and sale at par, by the Govern- 
ment, of United States bonds in denominations 
of $10, $20, $50, and $100, bearing three-per- 
cent interest, and redeemable at the option of the 
holder and the Government ; demanding a reduc- 
tion of taxation on the necessaries and conven- 
iences of life ; favoring regulation of inmilgra- 
tlon; recommending a revision of Government 
officials* salaries ; and favoring the election of 
President, Vice-President, and United States 
Senators by the popular vote. 



The Farmers* Alliance claims to have lodges 
in thirty-five States, with a membership of 
2.000,000. 
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The victories of the Farmers* Alliance are 
likely to result in harder times than before. 
Eastern capitalists are warned not to invest in 
the States where the legislatures are controlled 
by Alliance men. The New York Sun says : — 

** Many wild notions, such as laws for the pre- 
vention of foreclosures, and the like, have had 
strong support in some of the country Alliances. 
Hostility to railroads and a disposition to inter- 
fere with them arbitrarily and to fix rates at a 
point which means no dividends have been com- 
mon to all granger movements, and the Farmers' 
Alliance, with its belief in Government control 
of railroads, is no exception. Extreme views 
are likely to come to the top wherever the Alli- 
ance is in power. Investors, therefore, will do 
well to be cautious about increasing their invest- 
ments in the granger States before the animus 
of the legislatures has been fully disclosed." 



Last summer, the London County Council 
made eight hours a day's work for a large num- 
ber of men employed in the drainage works. A 
few days ago it passed a resolution forbidding 
these men to spend their leisure hours in earning 
money elsewhere. 



The London County Council will see that all 
contractors who do work for it treat their em- 
ployees fairly and pay them good wages. 



Meetings were held by workmen throughout 
Belgium in favor of an eight-hour work-day and 
universal sufln*age. Money was collecced in an- 
ticipation of a general strike. Bills were thrown 
over the barrack walls in Brussels urging the 
soldiers to co-operate with the workmen. 



The employers as well as the workmen of 
Boston are dissatisfied with the workings of 
State arbitration. Some of the workmen claim 
that the Board Is useless, because its decisions 
are not mandatory. 

It appears from the last annual report of the 
Missouri Bureau ©f Labor Statistics that the 
State law compelling mine operators to pay the 
miners' wages in legal currency and within four 
days of pay-day is not obeyed. When some of 
the miners requested their employers to carry 
out the statutory provision they were promi>tly 
discharged, and this has deterred others from 
seeking to profit by the law. The chief of the 
Bureau says that the fault lies with the law it- 
self, in that it provides that the reme 1y shall be 
by civil process. He recommends that the pros- 
ecuting attorney should enforce the law, and the 
employers be mado Uabje to punishment for 
evading it. 



In Hawke's Bay, New Zealand, a ** Free Asso- 
ciation of Employers and Workmen " has been 
organized. 



On a St. Louis cable line the employees are 
allowed only ten minutes for dinner or supper, 
and if a man is one minute late he is laid off for 
six days. 



The Halifax Workmen's Association has re- 
solved to petition Parliament for a law restrict- 
ing the day's work for miners to eight hours, 
and also for one prohibiting the employment of 
boys unable to read, write, and understand the 
rules of arithmetic as far as fractions. 



Since the expiration of the anti-Socialist law 
in Germany, the Socialists have sufl'ered defeat 
in many important elections. It is thought that 
with the removal of coercion there has been a 
withdrawal of the sympathetic vote cast with 
them heretofore as a protest against absolutism 
favored by the imperalists. 



The French Grovemment has been conducting 
an inquiry into the conditions of the Parisian 
working-women. The statistics collected show 
that only three or four of the many trades in 
which women are engaged are fairly well paid, 
and these require not only natural talent, but an 
expensive training as well. In the china manu- 
factory at Sevres, for instance, only two women 
artists earn as much as eighty pounds a year; 
the rest earn not more than fifty or sixty pounds, 
and the posts are hard to get. The men em- 
ployed receive a retiring pension ; the women do 
not. The reason is said to be that the latter are 
inferior to the men in originality, and do not make 
good designers. Such trades as china painting 
are, however, far above the level of ordinary 
working-women, and it is among these latter 
that the intensest misery abounds. Those who 
have studied this subject assert that it is abso- 
lutely impossible for the Paris working-girl to 
live upon her earnings, and the fate which too 
commonly overtakes her is a striking confirma- 
tion of the statement. Needlework brings in 
only from two to three francs a day ; the plain- 
est sort less. It is said from fifteen pence to 
eighteen pence represent the average daily earn- 
ings of working-girls, a sum on which It is 
hardly possible for them to exist. Many die of 
slow starvation; many more, putting scruples 
aside, seize the readiest avenue of escape from 
their lot, and a residuum, to whom life In one 
manner or the other has become unbearable, 
seek in the Seine a rest that cannot be disturb^4* 
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One means of arriving at an estimate of social 
condition in Germany is the direct tax that is levied 
on all persons having an income of 900 marks or 
more, that is, an income of $216 per year. It was 
found, taking the city of Frankfort, which has a 
population of 167,000, and is one of the wealthiest, 
for its population, in Germany, that there were 
35,278 self-supporting adults who were earning an 
annual income of less than S216 a year. More than 
7,000 others had incomes ranging from $216 to $288 a 
year, and, at least two thirds of these 42,500 self- 
supporting adults were married, it is fair to suppose 
that they represent over three quarters of the entire 
population of Frankfort. 

Specimen cases were taken from this mass of pop- 
ulation: a joiner in the government employ, with 
four children, and with an income of $253 a year; a 
man in steady employment in the chemical works - 
of the city, with a wife and six children, and an 
annual income of $272, and a night-watchman with 
a wife and one child, whose income from his ser- 
vices was $193 a year. These persons were re- 
quested to keep a strict account of their expendi- 
tures through the twelve months, having a gratuity 
given to them as an inducement. £^h month 
their books were examined, and a detailed state- 
ment obtained of every copper that they spent. In 
one case the accounts balanced at the end of the 
year ; in the other two very nearly so. 

The result in all cases was exceedingly dishearten- 
ing. There was no dissipation, for the money was 
wanting wherewith to dissipate, even assuming the 
desire. Beer, wine, brandy, etc., cost the first work- 
ingman for the year $6.27, and tobacco $4.89. This 
represented all of his outlay for society and comfort. 
About one quarter of his income, $59.42, was spent 
for coffee and bread ; for meat he gave in the year 
$30.48; but for cheese, eggs, seasonings, and chil- 
dren's lunches at school, the entire amount spent 
was $4.70, and this, be it remembered, in a country 
where the price of food is higher, on the whole, than 
it is in the United States The clothing for the 
family cost in the year $22.22, of which $13 was for 
shoes. This gave little for clothing proper ; but 
then, the joiner said that he had not bought a suit 
of new clothes for fifteen years. His lodgings of 
one room, with a small room for kitchen, was paid 
for at the rate of $40.32 a year. Besides this, he 
was compelled to pay an income tax to the govern- 
ment, and $11.37, or nearly five per cent of his in. 
come, for compulsory insurance; and yet this insur- 
ance, even when acquired, would be insufiicient to 
support either himself or his family so as to be inde- 
pendent of charity. 

The condition of the other two workers did not 
vary materially from that just referred to. ... — 
BoBtonHerald. 



The Victorian Premier, referring to the recent 
Australian labor troubles, said In a speech to his 
constituents that he Intended to endeavor to 
bring about an Australasian conference, repre- 
senting governments and peoples, with a view 
^ devise mea|is to prevent strikes apd lockouts. 



The Leicester, England, boot and shoe opera- 
tives have decided to ask the manufacturers to 
provide workshops, so that all work shall be 
done on the employers* premises. This resolu- 
tion will affect several thousand workmen who 
have provided small workshops at the rear of 
their houses. It is urged that the prevailing 
system encourages sweating, irregularity in 
wages and employment, while it leads to gam- 
bling and drinking, by giving the men perfect 
freedom during the day. 



IN GENERAL. 

The New York Board of Education is urged 
to order the opening of the school doors at an 
earlier hour In the morning. In very many 
families the women go out to work as well as 
the men. The result is that at an early hour in 
the morning the younc: children who attend 
school are packed off, and the last one of the 
wage-earners to leave locks the doors of the 
home. The little school ones wander about the 
streets In play when the weather Is fair, but 
when it is Inclement they hurry to the school- 
house, In hope of getting In. The janitor does 
not adnllt them, because he has no authority to 
do so. Hence the children get cold or wet, and 
sickness often ensues. In the case of children 
under school age, their working mothers take 
them to day nurseries, where they are cared for 
without expense, or for five or ten cents a day. 

The objection to opening the school-houses 
early is based chiefly upon the fact that teachers 
will have to go to school earlier than at present 
to look after the little ones. This extra service 
will force the commissioners to give extra pay 
to the teachers thus employed. Another objec- 
tion, not so frequently made, but not less strong. 
Is that the schools are for educational purposes 
solely, and should not be converted into nur- 
series. 

The Board of Education fears that if the 
present demand will be granted, they will next 
be asked to assume complete responsibility for 
children all day long, even to providing dinner 
for them, and that the adoption of the sugges- 
tion would be the beginning of a movement 
which would not end until the Board of Educa- 
tion had been transformed into a Board of 
Charities. 



The Anti-Semitic party of the Hungarian 
Diet has dissolved, after an existence of ten 
years. 



The number of patents granted to women In 
this country and In England since 1885 shows a 
^at increase over the previous year. 
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The theatre and music-hall committee of 
the London County Council were authorized to 
engage a certain number of persons as inspectors 
of places of public entertainment. Some time 
ago the inspectors were chosen, and each of 
them given a printed series of questions, the 
answers forming their reports. These are the 
questions : — 

** I. Did you find all the gangways and passages 
for the use of the audience kept clear from all 
obstructions? II. Did you find all the exits avail- 
able for the use of the public? III. Did you find 
all the doors intended for the use of the public 
made to open outwards, and were any of these doors 
found to be fastened ? IV. Are any extra means of 
exit provided for the use of the public, and are the 
extra exit doors fastened only by automatic bolts on 
the inside? V. Did you find hydrauts provided 
and also buckets filled with water ready for imme- 
diate use ? VI. Were there one or more firemen in 
attendance? VII. Were the passages and stair- 
cases provided with lighted oil lamps, so as to be a 
protection to the public in case of fire and of the gas 
being extinguished ? VIII. What was the charac- 
ter of the performance? IX. Had proper means 
been taken by the management to secure order 
and decorum among the audience? X. State any 
further matters you desire to bring to the notice of 
the committee.*' 

So far seventy-two reports have been received, 
at the expense of £44. The number of places 
inspected was sixty-four. The majority of the 
reports are of a favorable character, and in some 
cases the committee felt it necessary to warn 
the proprietor as to an objectionable feature of 
the entertainment. 



The Russian Government has forbidden the 
newspapers to publish a petition, drawn up by 
the Jews, asking for civil equality. 



The elections in Italy have resulted favorably 
to the government. The success of the gov- 
ernment is attributed to the scrutin dc liste form 
of election, by which the candidates to the 
Chamber from the various districts arc voted 
for on a general ticket. 



The Brazilian Constituent Assembly has recog- 
nized the legality of the provisional govern- 
ment, and requested it to continue its functions 
until a vote has been taken upon the question of 
federal constitution. 



The ministers have advised the Czar to reduce 
the number of Jewish students permitted to 
attend Russian colleges from five to three per 
cent. 



What at one time promised to be a well- 
developed riot occurred this afternoon, when 
four police officers raided the National Hotel 
and carried away with them all the wine and 
glassware that was to be used at the banquet to 
be given this evening in hoqor of Allen G. 
Thurman. The news quickly spread, and a num- 
ber followed the ** hoodlum "wagon to the city 
jail, where a protest was made against the de- 
struction of the wine, on the grounds that it was 
not the property of the hotel company, that It 
had been purchased by the club, and was to be 
furnished gratuitously to those who attended 
the banquet. The protest was without avail, 
however, and the thirty gallons of wine was 
emptied Into the sewer. 

This was followed by warrants being sworn 
out charging the policemen with larceny, and 
the sheriff and a number of his deputies served 
tticm. While the police were being taken before 
a justice a crowd of at least five hundred assem- 
bled, and became so uproarious that it was 
thought best to remove the policemen to the 
county jail, which was done, a large crowd fol- 
lowing, and yelling **Hang them!" "Shoot 
them ! " and other abusive language. They were 
released about an hour afterward, by giving 
$1,500 bail each. 

The members of the Bandana Club, nothing 
daunted, have secured another quantity of wine, 
and say it will be served to-night. Twenty 
deputy sheriffs have been sworn in, and will 
take possession of the hotel to-night, and have 
orders to admit no one without a ticket. 

The president of the Board of Police Commis- 
sioners has just issued an order to the police 
that if wine is served to raid the place. If they 
attempt it bloodshed cannot be averted, as the 
sympathies of the people are with the Bandana 
Club, and they are worked up to that pitch that 
they win fight for what they believe to their 
rights and against police interference. — Press 
Despatch from Leavenworth, Kan. 



Fifteen insane persons and eleven Idiots were 
reported by the medical office among the immi- 
grants arriving at New York during the past 
year. Surg. -Gen. Hamilton, In a special report, 
recommends the restriction of immigration and 
comes near favoring the total prohibition of It. 



There are 12,000,000 children in the public 
schools of the United States; 847,299 teachers 
are employed, and the schools cost annually 
about $118,000,000, 
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TO-DAY, DEC. 4, 1890. 

A record qf the facts and canMidercUiom which 
$how tJiat Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States, and that, ther^ore, Leffislative 
Regulation is if\furious for them, 

J. MoRRiBOM-FuLLXB, Waltir C. Rosb, Bditon. 



No Progress is possible without dcstrnction. 

Batchelor. 



The decision by the MaBsachu- 
Weisht of setU Supreme Court in the case 
*'*^* of the Commonwealth v. Mo- 
Arthur, relative to the weight of bread, reads 
like a chapter from Dickens. It is almost 
incredible that such a grotesquely stupid 
statute could be enforced in one of the most 
intelligent States in the country. The parent- 
age of the law might easily be traced, and 
probably the motives which prompted its 
enactment were not evil. So in Ens:land, an 
Act of )533 prescribed the number of sheep 
a tenant might keep, probably with kind inten- 
tions. The laws of the same country which 
forbade the exportation of corn were not 
dictated by malevolence; only they were 
lacking in wisdom. It might seem an inno- 
cent regulation to prescribe that every loaf of 
bread sold shall weigh eight, sixteen, twenty- 
four or thirty-two ounces, and doubtless no 
very serious inconvenience would result from 
the strict observance of such a regulation; but 
also no good could result either. If every con- 
ceivable law having as good-nn object as this 
were to be enacted, the world itself would 
hardly contain the records of them, and there 
would not be people enough to enforce them. 
Certainly the presumption that every citizen 
knew the law would produce great hardship. 

But such a law is by no means so innocent 
as it at first seems. I do not allude to the 
fact that in this particular case an injustice 
has been done the defendant, and that much 
more injustice might be done if every one who 
observed an infraction of the law should 
prosecute. There is enough adulteration of 
food, and fraud in selling it, the punishment 
of which would keep the courts busy, without 
their attempting to see to it that sixteen 
ounces of bread are sold for ten cents instead 
of thirteen ounces for seven cents. 



Mr. Wanamaker has been giv- 

RmRkrr'g lug 2)0 accouut of himself and his 

Report, department in the form of an an- 

pual report On the whole, it is a readable 



and interesting document, abounding in both 
sense and nonsense. After stating the nu- 
merous advances that have been made in the 
system, the report launches immediately into 
the question of the need of a postal telegraph, 
and strongly recommends such an addition. 
The same pressing necessity that has already 
prompted the department to make a 7.30 p. m. 
delivery to the Back Bay district, in Boston, 
whereby perhaps occasionally a young lady 
receives a letter from her true love a few 
hours sooner, and is thus the sooner made a 
happy citizen, seems to actuate Mr. Wana- 
maker when he says: ''The swiftest mail is 
not fast enough in these days for all the needs 
of commerce and soctaZ correspondence. . . . 
The postal service is the Government's kind 
hand, protecting and promoting the corre- 
spondence of its people; ai\d communication 
by telegraph, as well as by mail, is essential 
to its best development.'' Yes, indeed! The 
Government should assist its children in this 
respect, and thus " promote correspondence "; 
and it would so often occur that it would be 
much more convenient for one, or more profit- 
able to another, if the telegraph could be used 
at a slight expense. The Government has of 
course little to do, as it is, and longs to add 
another string to its bow. But further on, 
Mr. Wanamaker says: " A year's experience 
confirms me in the judgment fonned twelve 
months ago, that the civil-service system as 
applied to the rosters of the Post-oflSce Depart- 
ment is susceptible of improvement." This 
remark at least suggests the idea that it might 
not be unwise to perfect the civil-service sys- 
tem before assuming other duties. ''One 
thing at a time, and " — but we wander. 

Another" recommendation " is to authorize 
the Post-office Department to establish Pos- 
tal Savings Banks. If, when that step is 
once taken, the Government would go still 
further in its paternal care, and give each 
depositor a bounty, how soon might we not 
become a wealthy and prosperous people I 

The recent legislation concerning lotteries 
is reported as making "satisfactory prog- 
ress," and in explaining the Department's re- 
cent Censorship of Morals and Literature he 
shifts the whole responsibility on to the 
Law: 

" The Assistant Attorney-General, finding 
it indecent, under any definition of the word, 
issued an order excluding it. To exclude the 
book was the simple duty of the Department. 
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For myself, I never discuss the policy or wis- 
dom of breaking the law." 

A one-cent postage is also favored, a^ well 
as the pneumatic system, and the latter is 
especially desired to be in working order in 
time for the World's Fair. How our foreign 
friends will be astonished I 

By far the most rational ideas found in the 
report are in relation to the building of ex- 
pensive post-offices. Such extravagance he 
condemns, and suggests the ridiculousness of 
moving out of a $600 rented room, safe and 
ample for tlie postal business, into a $100,000 
building, where the janitor alone gets more 
salary than the whole of the rent in the for- 
mer place. 



American 



Two articles in the current 
cities. Forum deal with the question of 
American cities. The subject is attracting 
much attention at present; almost everybody 
has something to say about it, and almost 
everybody seems to think, like the bishops of 
Winchester and of Gloucester, that "some- 
thing must be done." To this statement, the 
last article in the Forum, that by Mr. Springen 
forms an exception. Nevertheless, an impor- 
tant condition of the problem may be gathered 
from the article. If cities are plague-spots 
and sinks of corruption, then the condition of 
a country is largely determined by the num- 
ber of them it contains. Modern civilization 
may be regarded under one of its aspects as a 
process of concentrating population into cities, 
and the process has been going on more rap- 
idly here during the last century than else- 
where. The growth of the urban population 
since 1800, compared to that of the rural pop- 
ulation, has, in the United States, been 
almost portentous. In that year only four 
per cent of the people lived in cities of eight 
thousand and upwards, while now the pro- 
portion is nearly one fourth. The figures for 
some of the States are even more Mriking 
than those for the whole country. In Maine, 
during the last decade, the rural population 
actually decreased, while that in cities in- 
creased twelve per cent. (A city here means 
a place containing eight thousand inhabitants 
or more.) In Massachusetts, five eighths of 
the total increase was in cities, and in Illinois 
thirty-five thirty-sevenths; in Tennessee, the 
urban population more than doubled, and in 
Colorado it was multiplied by more than two 
and a half. 



Mr. Springer considers chiefly the political 
efiect of this growth of cites, and inasmuch as 
the national policy favored by them is opposed 
to that advocated in the country, this effect 
cannot be Tinimportant. Still, a more im- 
portant question, and the one that has re- 
ceived most attention, is that discussed by 
Mr. White in the first article of the magazine. 
During the greater part of our history popu- 
lar orators have fiattercd us that we had insti- 
tuted the best government the world had ever 
seen. Now, those who have taken pains to in- 
form themselves agree that to 'the American 
people belongs the distinction of having in- 
vented the worst government that ever made 
its appearance in the world— the worst in 
proportion to its powers at any rate. It 
would be incredible to one who had not seen it 
occur that in a free election the lowest, most 
ignorant, degraded — drunkards, blacklegs, 
gamblers, even men with then- hair still short 
from terms in piison, should be chosen as 
rulers of cities. This, however, is what oc- 
curs. Given the character of the men who 
compose city governments, and the wonder is, 
not that they do so badly but that they do so 
well. Nevertheless, the state of affairs is 
such that a very striking description can be 
made of it without exaggeration, and such a 
description Mr. White has given us. 

The effects which will follow are likely to 
be of much greater moment than those from 
the adoption of free trade or protection. 
The amount of money squandered is a little 
thing comparatively, though, when we think 
of the good which might be done by a wise 
expenditure of it, even this is worth consid- 
ering ; but the really important effect is that 
wrought upon the health and character not 
only of the present but of future generations. 
It is plain that more government is needed 
in cities than in rural districts. One of the 
most important functions cities have to per- 
form in the body politic is to concentrate the 
criminal and pauper classes so that they can 
be dealt with. But if, as the result of con- 
centration, these classes are to predominate 
over the better classes, the future does not 
look very bright. 

According to Mr. White, the problem has 
already been solved in European cities; there 
you will find streets clean, well paved, and 
lighted, sewerage properly disposed of, electric 
wires placed in safety, — in short, honest, 
economical y and efficient; administration of 
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city interests. To take a single instance : for 
a number of years the populations of Berlin 
and New York were nearly equal. The lat- 
ter is much better situated aa regards drain* 
age, materials for building and paving, and 
water supply. Berlin is obliged, as capital of 
the empire, to incur many expet.ses from 
which New York is free; all the natural diflS- 
culties have been overcome, all the things 
which conduce to public he alth and comfort 
have been admirably provided ; " and yet, to- 
day, the entire expenditure for maintaining 
the city Is, dollar for dollar, almost exactly 
the amount which is required to pay th& in- 
terest of the public debt alone of the city of 
New York." 

It might at first seem to follow that the 
populations of the Old World cities are better 
than ours ; but a comparison of governments 
really affords no criterion, for in neither case 
is the government truly representative : the 
one represents the best citizens and the other 
the worst. The advice given by Mr. White, 
though very plain and simple, we probably 
shall not follow ; since it is repugnant to our 
theory that there is an intrinsic virtue in 
votes. The advice is to follow the example 
of other countries, and take some steps 
towards treating cities as corporate instead of 
political bodies. The mayor might still be 
elected as now, and the common council by a 
majority of all the votes, but on a general 
ticket, instead of from the wards. In addi- 
tion to this the property-owners should elect 
a board of control, without whose permission 
no expenditure could be made. The plan 
seems too simple to secure the result, but it 
is a pity that some American city will not 
give it a trial. 



The law passed by the Vermont Legislature 
prohibiting the hunting of partridges with 
dogs, must carry good cheer to all the weary 
and heavy-laden in that State. Surely, that 
power which interposes to protect the birds 
of the wood will not leave men and women to 
suffer. 



LEGISLATION AND EMANCIPATION. 

A curious instance of the way in which 
men's special occupations or studies warp 
their conceptions is found in the treatment 
of the term " law " by writers on jurispru- 
(ience. According to the received theory, 



a law in jurisprudence is a general com- 
mand given by a political superior to a 
political inferior. This definition applies 
perfectly to the statutes enacted by legisla- 
tures ; but, not content with defining clearly 
the way in which they choose to employ the 
term, jurists maintain that this is the only 
sense in which the term can properly be 
used, and that any other use, as when we 
speak of laws of nature, the law of gravi- 
tation, etc., is merely metaphorical and 
derived. A consideration of the etymology 
of the word might have made them suspect 
the error of this contention, since the root 
from which '' law " is derived means to lie, 
and therefore suggests the orderly sequence 
of phenomena rather than commands im- 
posed by force. But etymology is almost 
as far removed from the inquiries of legal 
writers as science in a broad sense. 

It is of little importance in what sense 
lawyers use the word " law," or whether they 
think that any usage which differs from 
that of their books is wrong; even what 
root the word is ultimately derived from is 
not a vital question ; but the development 
of legislation is a subject both important 
and interesting. The common point of 
view is very much like the legal ; we are so 
accustomed to think of laws solely as enact- 
ments of bodies chosen expressly to pass 
them that it is difficult for us to realize that 
legislation is a modern development. It 
at first seems certain to us that the alterna- 
tive lies between legislation and what is 
called anarchy — a state of society in which 
each man does what is right in his own eyes, 
regardless how his conduct may affect 
others ; but history acquaints us with States 
which ceiiiainly could not be called anarchi- 
cal which yet had no appliances for manu- 
facturing laws. 

'* We know'sometbing of the Assyrian and Baby- 
Ionian empires from Jewish records, and something 
of the Median and Persian empires from Greek 
records. We learn from these that they were in the 
main tax-taking empires. We know that they raised 
enormous revenues from their subjects. We know 
that, for occasional wars of conquest, they levied 
vast armies from populations spread over immense 
areas, We know that they exacted the most im- 
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plicit obedience to their occasional commands, or 
punished disobedience Mrith the greatest cruelty. 
We know thattlie monarchsat their heads were con- 
stantly dethroning petty kings and even transplant- 
ing whole commuities. But amid all this, it is clear 
that in the main they interfered but little with the 
everyday religious or civil life of the groups to 
which their subjects belonged. They did not legis- 
late. The * royal statute ' and * firm decree ' which 
have been preserved to us as a sample of ' law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not,' is not a law 
at all, in the modern juridical acceptation of the 
term. It is what Austin would call a 'particular 
command,' a sudden, spasmodic, and temporary in- 
terference with ancient multifarious usage, left in 
general undisturbed. What is even more instructive 
is that the famous Athenian Empire belonged to the 
same class of sovereignties as the empire of the Great 
King. The Athenian assembly made true laws for 
residents on Attic territory, but the dominion of 
Athens over her subjectjcities and islands was clearly 
a tax-taking as distinguished from alegislating em- 
pire." — 3fai>i«, " Early History of Institutions." 

These and kindred instances which might 
be named show that " the legislative 
function develops much later than the ad- 
ministrative or the judicial, and that law 
attains a considerable degree of perfection 
before a distinct idea of legislation makes 
its appearance."' But before anything which 
could even loosely be called law exists, the 
lives of men are by no means unregulated. 
As Sir John Lubbock remarks: "No sav- 
age is free. All over the world his daily 
life is regulated by a complicated and ap- 
parently most inconvenient set of customs 
(as forcible as laws), of quaint prohibitions 
and privileges." Just at what point custom 
passes into law is perhaps diflScult to deter- 
mine. The main duty of chiefs in savage 
tribes is to enforce the ancient customs, and 
any attempt to alter or abolish these cus- 
toms is likely to cost them their thrones 
and their lives. The legal fiction, that 
whatever the sovereign permits he com- 
mands, is not sufficient to bridge over the 
gulf. By a stretch of language, one of 
these chiefs might be said to command 
conformance to the customs, and thus make 
them into laws ; but the force of the customs 
evidently does not depend upon the sanc- 
tion of the sovereign, and it is this sanction 
which c<mstitutes the essential feature of a 
law, according to the definition. 



The broad distinction between custom in 
the ancient sense and law in the modern 
juristic sense is that the former represents 
the power of the dead over the living, and 
the latter, to some extent, the power of the 
living over themselves. For where does 
the savage get his complicated set of cus- 
toms which regulate his daily life? Evi- 
dently from his forefathers. "In the first 
place, the emotional nature prompting the 
general mode of conduct is derived from 
ancestors — is a product of all ancestral 
activities ; and in the second place, the 
special desires which, directly or indirectly, 
determine the courses pursued, are induced 
during early life by seniors, and enlisted on 
behalf of beliefs and usages which the 
tribe inherits." The sentiment thus gener- 
ated is shown at its strongest by the Tup is 
in their notion that "if they departed from 
the customs of their forefathers they would 
be destroyed " ; but in general the author- 
ity of traditional customs among savages 
and the semi-civilized is almost unqualified. 

The force behind custom is essentially 
different from the force of law: the for- 
mer is partly the opinion of the coninumity, 
partly superstition, partly a blind impulse ; 
the latter is ultimately physical force. Cus- 
tom is almost unchangeable ; legislation is 
continually being altered and added to. 
The history of England affords us perhaps 
the best example of a transition from one 
system to the other. The common law is 
merely an embodiment of the customs of 
the realm, and it is even now being super- 
seded by statute law. The process has not 
proceeded so far but that the former is yet 
the more important of the two. There is 
some doubt whether the latter ever will en- 
tirely supersede it, since every act of Par- 
liament has to be interpreted by the courts, 
and the first interpretation forms a prece- 
dent which is appealed in subsequent cases. 

The rule of the dead over the living obvi- 
ously can never be escaped but in a com- 
paratively slight degree. Past generations 
exercise power over the present, chiefly, of 
course, by transmitting their natures, bodily j 
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and mental, but in addition to this by be- 
queathing private habits and modes of life, 
and by regulations for public conduct, 
handed down orally and in wnting. It is 
from the last of these methods of rule that 
man is discovering how to emancipate him- 
self. In most of the civilized countries of 
the world there exists a legislative body 
which possesses power to abolish any cus- 
tomary or statute law. It is clearly imma- 
terial whether a regulation made for us by 
our ancestors is merely a custom or a statute 
law. Men to-day have no hesitation what- 
ever in repealing foolish laws enacted by 
their ancestors; if they were as ready to 
refrain from enacting foolish laws for their 
successors to repeal, the progress of the hu- 
man race would be more rapid. 

Legislation may be regarded as one means 
of emancipating the present from thraldom 
to the past. I do not mean simply that 
kind of legislation which occupies itself in 
repealing laws previously in force, but, by 
enacting laws which conflict with long-es- 
tablished customs, the latter may be 
weakened and at last abolished. The decay 
of local custom and idea has proceeded con- 
currently with greater activity in legislation. 
It is, perhaps, not surprising that men, hav- 
ing found out that they can manufacture 
laws, should be greatly delighted with the 
discovery, like a child with a new toy, and 
should attempt to apply it to the accom- 
plishment of all things. " The capital fact 
in the mechanism of modern States is the 
energy of Legislatures." There can be little 
doubt that after countless experiments men 
will, though at the expense of considerable 
misery, discover for what things legislation is 
good, and for what things it is bad But 
if, as seems likely from the considerations 
hinted at above, legislation has been largely 
instrumental in abolishing ancestor worship, 
and the impulse to act in this way or that 
merely because men have so acted in the past, 
then it has helped to remove one of the 
greatest bars to human progress, and the 
incidental harm which its abu9e has worked 
pay be pardoned to it. 



BOOKS. 

The Distribution of Wealth; or, the Economic 
Laws by which Wages and Profits are Deter- 
mined. ByRuFusCoPE. Philadelphia : J. B. 
Lippincott Co. 1890. 

The work begins with a discussion of the 
amount of wealth in the coontry, and the amount 
produced each year. The writer finds occasion 
to diflTer with those who have previously esti- 
mated these amounts, particularly with Mr. 
Nimmo, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, and 
with Mr. Edward Atkinson. Their estimate of 
$10,000,000,000 for the value of the annual prod- 
uct, and $43,000,000,000 for the total wealth, 
seems to Mr. Cope too large. The dlscnsslon 
cannot be summarized here, but his own conclu- 
sion Is that these figures are about a fourth too 
large. 

After having determined how much wealth 
there Is In the country, the author proceeds to 
Inquire how It Is distributed; making the dis- 
covery, It is needless to say, that the distribution 
is very unequal and inequitable. 

Some of the tables given in this part of the 
book are very Interesting ; for example, one com- 
paring the wages In seven leading Industries of 
the United States, as a whole, with those of 
Massachusetts for the same year (1880) and for 
1888. In only one Instance out of the seven 
were wages In Massachusetts less than In the 
country at large, and Hi that Instance they In- 
creased from $376.03 to $51fi.57 between 1880 
and 1888. In only one Instance was there a de- 
crease In the wages paid during the years 
named ; and that was In the production of food 
products. On the whole, the worklngmen of 
Massachusetts can derive encouragement from 
this table, as it shows, taken as a whole, a marked 
Increase of wages In the leading Industries which 
It embraces. The average annual earnings of the 
operatives In all the manufacturing establish- 
ments of the State were $402.45 In 1888, and 
only $394.79 for the year previous. 

Mr. Cope holds that the wealth which may be 
created, or which may exist at any one time 
among a people is a strictly limited quantity, 
determined by the natural and acquired wants 
of that people. Certainly It does not seem likely 
that a people would labor to produce wealth in 
excess of their desires. The point Is Important 
in discussing the question of poverty, for. It 
being granted that only a certain amount of 
wealth will be In existence at any time. It seems 
to follow that large fortunes In the hands of a 
few are correlated with the absence of any prop- 
erty at all In the case of many. Moreover, the 
way in which wealth Is distributed has an efi'ect 
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upon the demand for the particnlar goods which 
compose wealth, and therefore on the amount 
which will be produced. So that, while the 
present method of distribution renders a large 
production possible in one sense, it checks the 
demand, and therefore prevents the people from 
producing as much as is in their power to pro- 
duce if the demand were greater. 

The book, on the whole, is well worth reading. 
It contains a good deal of information, and dis- 
plays considerable originality. One cannot re- 
frain from the suspicion that the most original 
parts are lacking in soundness ; but this is one 
of the penalties of originality generally. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

•• What shall we do with the Dagof* asks Mr. 
Appleton Morgan,* and although he 'occupies 
six pages in the asking, he leaves us confronting 
as formidable an interrogation point as before 
he put the question. He does, however, furnish 
the reader with interesting ideas and facts re- 
lating to criminals in general, and to the wisest 
methods for punishing them, as well as enlighten 
us in regard to Italy's generous contribution to 
the classes that are rapidly rendering our social 
problems so complex and numerous. Mr. Mor- 
gan surely echoes the beliefs of sane people gen- 
erally when he asserts that if *• we tax the good 
man for the benefit of the bad man, we ought to 
tax him as lightly as possible " ; or that, if »* the 
peaceful and useful citizen Is assessed to build 
prisons for the home-breaker and molester of 
the public quiet, he doubtless should be assessed 
roundly enough to keep the unruly class secure 
from the facilities for working further mis- 
chief " ; or, further, that the sanitary condition 
of a prison should be in all respects acceptable 
to the wisest of wise Boards of Health. But 
** How much further may we proceed? " is the 
real question that agitates the writer's mind, 
and is perhaps a question that should be a sub- 
ject for consideration to every thoughtftil citi- 
zen. The Dago's condition in his own country 
seems in no way to fit him for becoming a law- 
abiding American citizen, and there is room for 
doubt as to his being extremely useful, even In 
building railroads, for which he has most fre- 
quently been induced to try America. Local 
criminal laws seem totally inadequate for dealing 
with this degenerate species, which has nothing 
to lose by Inhabiting our Jails and prisons. What 
shall we do with you. Dago? is but another un- 
solved problem of the day. 

In the "Correspondence" appears an Inter- 
esting letter from Gaston A. JCuadrados, Phar- 

• Popular Science Monthly for Deoember. 



maclst Major in the Spanish Army in Cuba. 
The writer expresses the satisfaction he experi- 
enced In reading ** Mr. Spencer's Place In Phil- 
osophy," which appeared In the August number, 
and roundly scores the editor of the New York 
Times for questioning " the position which the 
superior Intelligence of the English philosopher 
has conquered." The points in which specialists 
in different sciences have been anticipated by 
Mr. Spencer are briefly, but clearly and forcibly 
enumerated. In stating his superiority to Mr. 
Darwin, he says : — 

Mr. Darwin introduced an epochln the history 
of thought. But, before the Origin of Species 
appeared, Mr. Spencer had formulated the doc- 
trine of tvansformism in a manner so universal 
that the truths demonstrated by Mr. Darwin are 
seen to be a necessary consequence of the laws 
of evolution. 

The Senor has but to read that amusingly 
correct (?) compilation called Hazin*s Annual, 
to find the remarkable statement that ** Mr. 
Spencer is said to be an evolutionist." 

We should like to quote the whole of so excel- 
lent a letter from such an ardent admirer of Mr. 
Spencer and his teachings, but must content our- 
selves with the following, which will be of most 
Interest, perhaps, to our readers : — 

His social studies are instructive to the states- 
men of tlie present. His criticisms of the par- 
liamentary systems of Europe have modified the 
ideas of political men. The recrudescence of 
the military rigime, with all its consequences, 
was foreseen by Mr. Spencer ; the exposure of 
the absurdities of much modem law-making by 
constituted states is his work ; no one has dem- 
onstrated as he has done the wonderful power 
of Individual initiative as opposed to the Attila's 
horse of state Intervention ; the force of German 
socialism as a consequence of the socialism of 
the state Imposed by Herr Bismarck was foreseen 
and censured by the philosopher. The new Tory- 
ism and the Coming Slavery, which he foresaw 
already exist In Europ«». The pernicious conse- 
quences of protectionism, which have occasioned 
great commercial crises in the Old Continent, but 
which the United States have escaped suffering 
only because the economical errors of the sys- 
tem are in great part balanced by the magnifi- 
cent political organization they possess, and the 
conditions of the environment, and the ethnical 
relations that help you, were all pointed out in 
the sociological works of the philosopher. 
What authority can be seriously opposed in this 
day to the arguments of the Socialistic party in 
its contentions against the present organization 
of society, except we Invoke the sociological 
principles established by Herbert Spencer? 
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The letter concludes by citing the powerful 
influence Spencerian doctrines have had upon 
the leaders of thought in the writer's own coun- 
try, Spain. 

The Arena contains several articles of general 
interest. In the article entitled •*Then and 
Now," the Rev. Minot J. Savage Indulges In some 
interesting reflections upon the superior con- 
dition of society compared with that of the 
past: — 

** Woman now enjoys a far more exalted posi- 
tion, our manners are better, our schools brooli no 
comparison with their pioneer predecessors, the 
church has made rapid strides toward a more in- 
telligent plane, and last but not least our politics 
have improved." Mr. Savage does not believe 
that ** most of the really great men have just 
died off"" ; and in regard to our Government, he 
says: ** Whatever may be the evils of any 
department of our Government, there never has 
been a time when government, the world over, 
was so good as to-day." 

The above statement, compared with one made 
In the same number of the Arena, by Prof. An- 
drews, President of Brown University, In ** Pa- 
triotism and the Public Schools," affbrds a striking 
contrast. Prof. Andrews defines the different 
kinds of patriotism, but argues that the kind that 
begets heroes must be of a higher variety, of a 
diviner species, and that such love of country 
can be evoked only for a country that is worthy. 
The following would scarcely lead us to believe 
that the writer considers our country at present 
worthy : — 

** One hears a great deal of perfervld speech 
concerning the grandeur of our country and its 
institutions, which, powerfully as It may build 
up national self-conceit, can never advance genu- 
ine patriotism. There is not another thoroughly 
civilized country under the sun whose cities are 
so ill ruled as ours. There is not another in 
whose government the laws of political economy 
and public finance are so little studied or so fla- 
grantly defied. Our methods of taxation are, in 
fact, so unreasonable and unjust that if the peo- 
ple understood their oppressiveness, our Govern- 
ment would, I believe, be overthrown in a day, 
as was the old rSgime in France. There is not a 
second country this side of Turkey whose civil 
service is so corrupt as ours, or where special 
fitness is so little regarded as by us in selections 
for public office. In no other land upon the 
planet is poverty so common or so dire In pro- 
portion to national resources. Our system of 
pensions is costlier in dollars and cents than the 
very worst of those European military systems 
which we are so often and so properly bidden to 



deplore, and its total effect in creating poverty is 
ten times as bad. Our mail system is far from 
the best. So of our school organization So and 
more also of our electoral arrangements, which, 
happily, we have just begun to amend. Let the 
good work go on! In several other lands, I 
think, common justice between man and man is 
surer and speedier than with us." 

In *'The Nature of the Negro," Prof. Shaler 
dwells at considerable length on the inherited 
instincts of the negro, and the primitive, savage 
state of his ancestors. The directions in which 
the colored man has made the most rapid ad- 
vancement toward civilization are noted, as well 
as those in which he has been slow to develop, 
and, according to this article, the negro stands 
particularly in need of training in politics. The 
closing lines state the case most clearly : ** The 
ballot is as dangerous a plaything as a gun, and 
until the negro acquires the habits of thought 
and action, which make It an effective arm, he 
will be impotent to use it to any good effect. It 
is more than absurd to devise legislative plans 
for making him free to use his vote. The en- 
franchisement can only come by education ; until 
he is properly developed as a citizen, his ballot 
will represent his immediate personal needs, and 
have no relation to statesmanship." 

"Electoral Reform Legislation," by Chas. 
Claflln Allen, gives the reader a fairly clear idea 
of the Australian ballot system, and how far It 
serves to decrease the prevalent corruption at 
the polls, sketches briefly the attempts at this 
reform in England, and closes with some sug- 
gestions as to the elements which ought to enter 
into this sort of legislation. 



** It may be worth while to call the attention of 
the Central Labor Union economists, and all other 
persons who WAnt to see the Government control the 
railroads, that when the Government comes to oper- 
ate the railroads there will be no more striking for 
any cause. Wages may be low, bosses may be offen- 
sive, work may be exci'ssive, but so much of the 
Grand Army of Labor as is employed on the rail- 
roads will have to work right on, grievances or no 
grievances. To strike will be mutiny, and the un- 
fortunates who attempt it will have to be punished 
summarily. 

" The dreamers and the cranks who wonld organ- 
ize a benevolent despotism forget that a despotism 
cannot afford to get out of gear. It cannot-give free 
play to the desires of individuals. The great ma- 
chine must run every day, no matter how many 
people it may have to crush. The Grand Army of 
Labor would have to serve out its term of enlist- 
ment, whether its soldiers were satisfied or not." — 
New York Sun. 
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AMERICANA. 

Kailroad maoagers view the result of the 
rocuut elections in thc'Wes.tern States with con- 
siderable uneasiness. The Legislatures in Kan- 
sas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and Iowa arc in the 
hands of the grangers, and there i* more than 
^a<sing danger that there may be some rather 
strict corporation legislation passed in those 
States. This means that there will be some 
lively times in the capital cities of Topeka, Lin- 
colu! Des Moines, and St Paul. I he wily gran- 
ger will intro'duce bills twice as s('>vere as would 
satisfy his constituents. Then the corporation 
attorney will Introduce the shrewd legislator to 
the mysieries of draw poker and mixed di inks. 
Finally, the gentleman from the country will 
*'win" enough money to buy another farm 
and put up a few more barns, .while in some 
unaccountable manner the anti-corporation leg- 
tslatl Ml will W passed with a clause that invali- 
dates the wh'de law the minute the Supreme 
Court 'joos to the bat. What little corporation 
legislation a granger Legislature usually passes 
that will stand the test of the Supreme Court is 
not of tremendous ImporUnc •. What the gran- 
gers might pass nnd make stand forever but 
never think of is another thing altogether. — 
Chicago Herald. * 

The W. O. T. U.. of Detroit, Mich., it is s:dd, 
have decided that the drinking of root beer, gin- 
ger ale. and all drinks of like dangerous tendency 
"violates the pledge.** Now let the women of 
Iowa come to a like decision, induce the legishi- 
tors to follow their example, and behold ! these 
humble beverages will rise to the dignity of 
•* original packages," and the pop-man will go to 
the head. 



A pound. of Plausibility, of SaUre quite an 

ounce ; 
A modicum of Courage, and a bucketful of 

bounce; 
A thickish slice of Sentiment, a grain or two of 

Sense ; - 

A teacupful of Truthfulness, a gallon of Pre- 
tence ; 

A peck of Perspicacity, and (luite a quart of 
Blindness ; 

A flavoring of Selfishness, and just a pinch of 
kindness, 

"With the above Ingredients stuff a man of enidi- 

,tlon. 
And you may send to Parliament a " Model Poll- 

ctsn " 

-^ EiKjUsh Exchange. 



Queen Victorta's preference for Scotch whis- 
kej' has induced the City Council of Chnrlotte- 
town, Prince Ed\vard's Island, to pass this reso- 
lution : Whereas, wom^n in all ages,' savaire aiid 
civilized, has been an object of love, affection, 
and respect : and irhfireas, a woman in this city 
has been imprisoned for a breach of an enact- 
ment not supported by public opinion, and con- 
trary to British freedom, justice, and liberty; 
and, whereas, the breach of said enactment con- 
sisted in selling an intoxicating beverage freely 
used by all classes, from her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen who is head of the Church 
and DefenderX)f the Faith, to the humblest of 
her most loyal and most dutiful subjects; and, 
Xf^hereas, the various Legislatives in the BritisU 
dominions, exerci-ing authority delegated to 
them from the people, legalize the importation 
and manufacture of such iutoxicittlng beverages 
by imposing thereon a specific charge; tlu-re- 
fore, ResolveiJ tlmt, hi the opinion of this Coun- 
cil, imprisonment of a woman for a breach of 
an enactnjeut is a desU-uction ol individual lib- 
erty, opposed to the si)lrlt of the age, and 
denounced by theologians and moralists of the 
highest standing as an act worthy of the days 
of the Star Chamber and Jeffreys." - Xeic York 
Sun. 

\ , 
L\DY (at crowded railway station).— • Offi- 
cer, I wish you'd keep au eye on that man: he 
looks like a pickpocket." 

Officeu. — '* You have made aHttle mistake, 
madam : that gentleman is a member of Con- 
gress.'* 

Lai>y. — '* Dear me ! Is he? Well, I 'U bet he 
voted for the McKinley bill, anyhow. — Puc'k. 

The mayor of an ^«!dlana city who was re- 
cently elected got drunk so often to celebrate 
the victory that the (.^ommon Council voted to 
impeach and remove him. The mayor says he 
did n't agree not to g«t drunk when nomii^ated, 
and that this is a land. in which any man ct^n do 
as lie pleases. — Kxchaurja. 

Thunder has its origin in a point of detona- 
tion: that is, a point of no tone. The sound of 
thunder is the responsive reverberation or reac- 
tion.— 7'/j6 Flaming Stfonl 

This must refer to canipai;?u thurnler. 

The moral strength of the farmer leirislators 
will not have been fully te^^ted until they are 
broutrlit face to face witii the railr<)u<l pass. — 
Wdnhington Post. 
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rum ** ; ** Century " ; ** Cosmojtolitan." 

AxiCRirANA. 

To the Subscribers of 
"To-Day'': 

Those subscribers of To-Dat, who are interested 
in its welfare, will confer a favor by sanding us tbe 
names of all jiergODS who, in their opinion, would be 
likewise intere5te<l in snob a paper. All names thus 
receive<l will He placed on our FREE LIST for 
ONE MONTH. 

THE EDITORS. 



Will ioun begin ^ aod uqw in the Ume to mbi^eribc for 

magazines and papers. 



To-Day'8 list OD fourth pogt* of cover will aid 
you 1q your choice. 

THE A B C OF ELECTRICITY, 

My W. H. MKADOWCROrT. 

It is not intended, in the slightest degree, to put 
it forward as a «cieutiflc work, but it will probaoly 
give to many tbe information they desire witliout 
requiring too great a research inio books wJiicii treat 
more extensively and deeply of this subject." 

Mr. ThoB. EcHnoii writes : " I have the M8. of your * A B O 
of Electricity,' and tinci that the Btatenu'OLii vou have made 
therein are correct. Your tn^atment of tfie subjleci and 
munagement of the niatier have impren^ed rae favorably. 
Tours truly, Tho8. A. Edison." 

We will send the Inxik to any address, postage 
paid, on receipt of #0 cents* Address, 

TO-DAY, 3 Somerset Street, Baston, Mass. 

With Haps. MACMILLAN & CO. 
Llat Trice, $1.»0. Pott-pald, $1.00. 



freeman's ^i0^oncaC Couree. 

Italy, Scotland, and France. HOLT & CO. 

List Price, 80 centa. Post-paid, 50 ceota. 

Address 

TO-DAY, 

3 Somerset Street, Boston. 

Boston Foreign Book Store. 



Large etock of Books in tbe Foreign and Ancient '^LaQ< 
guagee. Subscript ions to Foreign E^eriodicals. American 
agency for Hachettt- & Co.'e (London Branch > piiblicatlom. 
Agency for Henry Holt & Co., W. R. Jenkins, E. Stelger k 
Co., New York. Send for CatalogQee. 

CARL SCHOENHOF, 

144 Tremont St., Boston /'''^^Ik ^.^ 
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HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE, 

A BRAIN FOOD. 

It Increases the capacity for mental labor, and 
acts as a general tonic. It rests the tired brain, 
and imparts thereto new life and energy. 

Dr. F. W. Lytlk, Lebanon, III., says : — 

♦» I have personally used it with marked advan- 
tage when overworked, and the nervous system 
mnch depressed." 

Dr. O. C. Stout, Syracuse, N. Y., says: — 

** I gave it to one patient who was unable to 
transact the most ordinary business, because his 
brain was ' tired and confused * upon the least 
mental exertion. Immediate relief and ultimate 
Tecovery followed." 

Descriptive pamphlet free. 

Kumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I. 
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personal Rights ©Fonrnal 

THE ORGAN OF THE 

Personal I^ights Association, 
3 VICTORIA ST. - LONDON S. W. 



Devoted to the inculcation of the 

principles of Individualism, 

and especially of respect 

for Personal Rights. 



BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND 
IMITATIONS. 

CAUTION : Be sure the word ** Horsford's " 
is printed on the label. All others are spurious. 
Kever sold in bulk. 



Published jWlonthly, 

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER EXCEPTED. 



SUBSCRIPTION 
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The conditions under which this paper is pab- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of facts the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
are, in the main, collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

The second session of the Fifty-First Con- 
gress began Dec 1. In the President's message, 
recommendations were made in favor of the 
continuance of the Tariff Law, subsidized steam- 
ships, and the passage of the bill for federal 
supervision of elections. During the day, the fol- 
lowing bills and resolutions were introduced in 
the House : several bills (mostly by Republicans) 
for the free coinage of silver ; several resolu- 
tions for another census for the city of New 
York; a resolution (by Dockery, Dem. , Mo.) re- 
citing that it is alleged that twelve Senators and 
fifteen Representatives, pending the passage of 
the Silver Bill, were admitted to partnership in 
various ** silver pools," by which they realized 
$1,000,000 profits in the advance of the price of 
silver after the passage of the act, and direct- 
ing the Committee on Coinage, Weights and 
Measures to Inquire into, all the facts and cir- 
cumstances connected with the alleged purchase 
and sale of silver ; a bill by Mr. Lodge (Mass.) , to 
regulate fmmigrratiou ; (The bill requires that 
every immigrant shall obtain a certificate from 



some diplomatic representative of the United 
States stating that the holder thereof is a per- 
son of good character, not obnoxious to any law 
of the United States, self-supporting, not as- 
sisted by charity or otherwise to emigrate, and 
able to read and write his native language and 
to read the Constitntian of the United States 
in some language. A medical certificate testi- 
fying to the physical and mental soundness of 
the holder is to be appended. The transporta- 
-tion companies are required to pay $5 for each 
immigrant lauded) a resolution (by WIke, 111.) 
instructing the Ways and Means Committee to 
report bills to repeal all increases in the rates 
of duties occasioned by the McKinley Bill, and to 
place upon the free list wool, lumber, salt, coal, 
ores of all kinds, tinplates, agricultural and 
manufacturing machinery, binding twine, bag- 
ging, cotton ties, and such other articles of raw 
material as the committee may deem of impor- 
tance to the people. The resolution instructs the 
committee to report a bill for raising all reve- 
nue that may be necessary by a graduated tax 
upon the incomes of persons and associations 
in excess of $6,000. 

On Dec. 2, in the House, Mr. Andrew (Mass.) 
introduced a bill to place on the free- list raw 
wool, coal, and iron ore. 

In the Senate, Mr. Plumb introduced a Free 
Coinagre Bill, providing for a double unit of 
value (a dollar of 412^ grains, standard silver, or 
26.8 grains of gold) of fdll legal-tender quality. 
The Federal Elections Bill was called up by 
Senator Hoar and discussed. The Republican 
friends of the measure intend to adopt new 
rules and to pass the bill without much discus- 
sion. 

On Dec. 3 the House passed Mr. Simonds's 
(Conn.) Copyrigrht Bill by a large majority. 
The proposition of the bill is to permit foreigners 
to take American copyright on the same basis 
as American citizens in three cases : first, when 
the nation of the foreigner permits copyright to 
American citizens on substantially the same basis 
as its own citizens; second, when the nation 
of the foreigner gives to American citizens 
copyright privileges similar to those provided 
for in this bill ; third, when the nation of the 
foreigner is a party to an international agree- 
ment providing for reciprocity in copyright, by 
the terms of which agreement the United States 
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can become a party thereto at Its pleasure. A 
subsidiary proposition to the bill is that all 
books copyrighted under the proposed act shall 
be printed from type set within the United 
States or from plates made therefrom. Mr. 
Frank (Mo.) introduced a bill making an ap- 
portionment of the Congressional Represen- 
tatives under the eleventh census. The appor- 
tionment is as follows : — 

Alabama, 9; Arkansas, 6; California, 7; Col- 
orado, 2; Connecticut, 4; Delaware, 1 ; Florida, 
2; Qeorgia, 11; Idaho, 1; Illinois, 22; Indinna, 
13; Iowa, 11; Kansas, 8; Kentucky, 11; Loui- 
siana, 6 ; Maine, 4 ; Maryland, 6 ; Massachusetts, 
13; Michigan, 12; Minnesota, 7; Mississippi, 7; 
Missouri, 15 ; Montana, I ; Nebraska, 6 ; Nevada, 
1 ; New Hampshire, 2 ; New Jersey, 8 ; New 
York, 34; North Carolina, 9; North Dakota, I ; 
Ohio, 21; Oregon, 2; Pennsylvania, 30; Rhode 
Island, 2 ; South Carolina, 7 ; South Dakota, 2 ; 
Tennessee, 10; Texas, 13; Vermont, 2; Vir. 
ginia, 10; Washington, 2; West Virginia, 4; 
Wisconsin, 10; Wyoming. 1. 

Section 3 of the bill provides : — 

' That in each State entitled to membership 
under this apportionment the number to which 
such State may be entitled in the Fifty-third and 
each subsequent Congress shall be elected by 
districts composed of territory contiguous, ad- 
joining, and compact, so that the distances from 
the central point of the district to the several 
boundaries of the district shall be as nearly equal 
as practicable. The population of no district 
shall be greater nor less than the average popu- 
lation of the several districts of the State by 
more than eight thousand. The districts shall 
be equal In number to the Representatives to 
which such State ma^ be entitled in Congress, 
no district electing more than one Representa- 
tive." 

In the Senate a bill was introduced reducing 
letter postag'e to one cent. 

On Dec. 4 the Senate passed a resolution 
directing the issue of arms to the States of 
North and South Dakota and Nebraska. As 
soon as peace is assured the Senate will order 
an investigation into the condition of the 
Indians. 

Several amendments were introduced, limit- 
ing the scope of the Federal Elections Bill. 

On Dec. 6th the House passed the bill appro- 
priating $133,173,000 for pensions ; also the 
Senate joint resolution authorizing the Secretary 
of War to issue one thousand stands of arms to 
each of the States of North and South Dakota. 
Wyoming, and Nebraska. A bill was Introduced 



providing for the dlsarment of the Indians and 
making it a crime for any person to sell arms 
or ammunition to them. 

In the Senate, Mr. Stanford reintroduced his 
bill to supply the national want of a sound cir- 
culaiingr medium. It authorizes the issue 
of $100,000,000 in treasury notes, to be loaned 
at two per cent on application to citizens owning 
unencumbered agricultural lands, the loans not 
to exceed one half the assessed value of the land 
nor to extend for more than twenty years. 

On Dec. 6th, Senator Sherman introduced in 
the Senate three financial bills, and one 
amendment to a bill. The bills are as follows : 
To amend the law relating to the refining and 
parting of bullion, to amend the act authorizing 
the receipt of gold coin in exchange for gold 
bars, and a bill authorizing the recolnage of 
subsidiary coins of the United States. 

The amendment is one to the Senate bill to 
reduce the amount of United States bonds to be 
required of national banks. 



The Vermont Legislature has adjourned, after 
having been in session the usual uumber of days. 
In the Senate, 162 bills were Introduced, of 
which 61 became laws. In the House, of the 414 
bills introduced, 172 became laws. Among the 
bills of general interest that have been passed 
are : the oleomargarine bill ; the bill appropriat- 
ing $5,000 for Vermont's exhibit at the Chicago 
Fair ; the Australian ballot bill ; the biU provid- 
ing for the appointment by the governor of 
municipal and city court judges; the bill re- 
enacting the prohibitory law; the bill permit- 
ting the consolidation of railroads, and the bill 
assessing State tax of eighteen mills and school 
tax of five mills on the dollar. 



Among the bills introduced in the Alabama 
Legislature are: A bill prohibiting betting or 
buying or selling pools on any candidate for 
office or any nominee ; a bill providing for the 
safety of female passengers on trains ; a bill to 
prevent the distilling of spirits; and a resolu- 
tion instructing the committee on education to 
consider the subject of opening all State edu- 
cational institutions to women. The bill to 
prevent the keeping of eating stands or restaur- 
ants in connection with retail liquor houses was 
defeated. 

In the House of Commons, a motion by Mr. 
Balfour that Parliament appropriate $5 000 for 
seed potatoes for the Irish cultivators was 
approved. This money Is to be given to the 
people as a loan. The construction of railways, 
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drainage works, and reclaiming of lands is 
among the plans of the government to relieve 
the distress in Ireland. 



The new Japanese law on public meetings 
permits one to be held on forty-eight hours' 
notice, instead of three days'. The notice must 
also state the residences and ages of the speak- 
ers. An adult male Japanese In possession of 
public rights can alone project a meeting. 
Soldiers, sailors, government instructitrs, stu- 
dents, Infants, or women may not attend. No 
foreigner can speak at them, and none can be 
b^ in the open air. The police have power to 
break up and disperse any meeting. 



The Hudson County (N. Y.) Grand Jui*y, in 
view of the ** alarming Increase of the number 
of accidents on the railways entering their 
county'* (the record shows one hundred and 
twelve fatal accidents in ten months, In which 
no inquest was ordered), say, in their present- 
ment to the Court : — 

" We trust that at the next session of the Legis- 
ture some law may be enacted assuring to the i>eople 
of the county and State that when deatli has come 
through accident contributed to by a railroad or 
other corporation the responsibility will be fixed and 
placed on record. 

'* We believe that such a law would result, first, 
in an appreciable decrease in the death-rate from 
such causes through the exercise of additional care; 
second, in securing to the family of the slanghtereil 
bread-winner substantial redress when tin' evidence 
adduced will warrant it.'' 



In their last annual report, the civll-servlce 
commissioners call attention to the systematic 
evasion of the law interdicting political assess- 
ments, saying : — 

** The commission, in the coui*se of its inve.stiga- 
tions, has found tliat both in 1K88 and 1890 there 
were certain campaign committees of the domiiiant 
party (for the time being) which procured full lists t>f 
the various employees in the Government service, 
and of their home residences, and then sent letters 
soliciting campaign subscriptions to them at their 
homes. These letters were signed by men not in the 
Government service, acting for the different cam- 
paign committees. In some instances these agents 
even visited the clerks in person at their homes." 

The commissioners ask for an increase of 
appropriation, and make two recommendations. 
One is, that the places excepted from competi- 
tion be made as few as possible, and the second, 
that every oflicer making a removal be required 
to place on the records a statement of his 
reasons for making it, after giving the person to 
be removed a hearing. 



The Belgian prime minister has introduced a 
bill providing for an extension of the franchise. 
The workmen who had intended to inaugurate a 
general strike as a part of the agitation for uni- 
versal snflfhige will probably i emaln at work. 



A motion was carried In the French Chamber 
calling on the government to stop all railway 
passes to monks and nuns not teachers, or not 
serving in army hospitals. 



The Australasian Federal Convention will 
assemble in Sydney in March next to consider 
the scheme for establishing a Federal Constitu- 
tion for the Australasian Colonies. 



The ofltences against the Compulsory Education 
Act have risen. In Birmingham, England, from 
over 1,200 In 1888 to over 1,600 In 1890. 



JUDICIAL. 

Judge Nelson, of the United States District 
Court at St. Paul, Minn., has decided that the 
State law prohibiting the sale of oleomargarine 
in original packages Is unconstitutional. 



Over a year ago a Tennessee farmer was 
arrested and convicted for working In the field 
on Sunday. The State Supreme Court afihtned 
the decision of the lower court. As the farmer, 
who belongs to the sect of the Seventh Day 
Adventists, and observes Saturday as the Sab- 
bath, refused to pay the fine Imposed upon him, 
he was sent to jail. Thereupon he petitioned 
the judge of the circuit court for a writ of 
habeas corpus, stating that he Is Illegally im- 
prisoned in direct violation of Section 1 of the 
Fourteenth Amendment, which declares that no 
State shall abridge the privileges granted by the 
Federal Constitution. The writ has been Issued 
and the case will come up In January. The 
Adventists Society and the Personal Liberty 
League have interested themselves In the case, 
and it will go to the United States Supreme 
Court. 



The Supreme Court of Louisiana held, In the 
recent case of State v, Cozzens, that under the 
power expressly granted to the city of New 
< Orleans to regulate the use of its streets by rail- 
ways a discretion was rested as to method and 
means of regulation, which will not be judi- 
cially Interfered with unless manifestly unrea- 
sonable and oppressive. 



The Supreme Court of Indiana held, In the re- 
cent case of the State of Indiana v, Klein, that 
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the act of 1889 for promoting the growth and 
sale of healthy cattle and sheep, and making it a 
misdemeanor to sell the same without inspection 
before slaughter within the State, and to author- 
ize cities to appoint inspectors, was in violation 
of the Constitution of the United States, and 
was inop«ratlve. 



The sentence against the American schooner 
*♦ Howard Holbrook," which had purchased from 
the Newfoundland Government a license to buy 
bait in the colony *8 ports, and which had been 
seized and sentenced to be fined (with imprison- 
ment for the captain) for taking more bait than 
the license permitted, has been reversed by a 
judge of the Supreme Court, on the ground that 
the government ha?* no power to charge any fee 
for the license. The judge says that a perusal 
of the act affords no evidence of any intention to 
authorize the imposition of a tax, and the license 
fees levied under the act must all be refunded. 



The Supreme Court of Minnesota has rendered 
a judgment of interest to the railways and the 
travelling public. While the gate-keeper of a 
I ailway station was occupied in inspectiug and 
punching tickets a passenger passed through 
without showing his ticket. He was thereupon 
seized by the gate-keeper, who demanded to see 
his ticket. He showed this, but the gate-keeper 
still held him, saying that the train was already 
in motion, and that it was agaVnst a rule of the 
company for any passenger to board a moving 
train. For this treatment the aggrieved ticket- 
holder brought an action for damages against 
the company. The suit for damaues was dis- 
missed and the case in due time reached the full 
bench of the State Supreme Court. Chief Jus- 
tice OilflUan, in delivering judgment, held that a 
railway, being a common carrier, has the right 
to make reasonable rules for the conduct of its 
business ; that the rule complained of was rea- 
sonable and proper ; that passengers are bound to 
observe them ; and that the company was justi- 
fied in enforcing them or preventing any viola- 
tion of them. 



The New York Court of Appeals, in a recent 
decision, held that where a municipal corpora- 
tion is bound by its charter to care for the streets, 
it is liable for damages for personal injuries, 
notwithstanding that the duty of keeping the 
streets in repair is imposed upon the owners of 
the adjacent lot, by the municipal authorities. 
The owners are liable to the municipality only 
for the expense of repairing after notice has 
been served upon them. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

The retail clerks of San Francisco are making 
a strong fight for early closing. Firms that 
refuse their demands are boycotted by the labor 
organizations. 



The General Assembly of the Knights of 
Labor has instructed Master Workman Powderly 
to issue an invitation to the ofllcers of all indus- 
trial organizations and reform leaders to meet 
in a national conven^on for the purpose of 
framing a platform of principles to present to 
the people of the country for consideration. 
The congress will be held in February next 



Among the reports adopted by the GenenU 
Assembly of the Knights of Labor at their last 
session in Denver are : a report in favor of the 
Order's urging legislation permitting the char- 
tering of trades-unions, to the end that their 
labels and trademarks may be protected; a re- 
port advocating the unlimited coinage of silver 
and its elevation to the standard of gold ; one 
to urge the introduction of the eight-hour sys- 
tem into post-ofiicest one advocating the Aus- 
tralian secret ballot law ; and one directing the 
Order to urge the passage of the eight labor 
bills now before Congress. 



The Farmers* Alliance of Central Kansas is 
arranging for an Alliance bank, to control all 
Alliance business of the Fifth Congressional 
district. * Each member is to take stock. 



The Connecticut Farmers' League has recom- 
mended resolutions for consideration by town 
leagues favoring independent political action to 
secure the following objects: State insurance 
against loss by fire or lightning; choice of 
United States Senators by an electoral body in 
each State ; provision by Congress (under a Con- 
stitutional amendment) to enact such laws as 
may be necessary in order to make it easily pos- 
sible for any one desiring it to own and occupy 
suflSclent land from which to gain a livelihood 
by obliging the largest landholders, when neces- 
sary to this end, to sell enough of their land for 
this purpose on easy terms and at a price not 
exceeding Its assessed value for taxation. 



The Boston (Mass.) Industrial Alliance has 
asked the candidates for the common council the 
following questions the answers to which are to 
determine the political action of the Alliance : — 

1. Are you in favor of eight hours as a legal 
work-day for city employees? 

2. Are you in favor of setting apart a certain 
portion of Franklin Park for public meetings? 
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8. Are you in favor of the city of Boston 
owning all street railways within its limits? 

4. Are yon in favor of the city of Boston 
owning all its gas works? 

6. Are you in favor of the city of Boston 
owning its electric-light plants? 

6. So long as the above exist as private cor- 
porations, are you in favor of the city exacting 
from them a revenue in return for the franchises 
or other privileges granted them? 

7. Are you in favor of the city of Boston 
paying any part of the expense connected with 
the Harrison Avenue extension as asked for by 
the West End Railway Company? 

8. Boston is paying $146 per year for each 
electric light in use. Cincinnati gets equally as 
good service for $58.94. Are you in favor of 
exacting a further reduction in price by con- 
tracting with any company that will render ser- 
vice equal to the present, at a lower figure? 

9. The city of Chicago has contracted with 
the Rapid Transit Company for an elevated road. 
The company binds Itself to charge a five-cent 
fare within the present or future city limits ; to 
carry policemen, firemen, and letter-carriers, In 
uniform, free ; to pay fifty dollars annually to the 
city for each car in use, two per cent of the 
gross receipts for the first five years, three per 
cent for the second five years, five per cent for 
the third five years, and at the expiration of 
twenty years the city has the privilege of buying 
the entire plant at a fair valuation. Are you In 
favor of Imposing similar conditions upon any 
company asking for the privilege of building an 
elevated road In Boston? 



There Is now in process of formation. In Chi- 
cago, what Is to l)e known as the United Buildings 
Trade Council. It will comprise, according to 
the designs of the projectors, all artisans em- 
ployed in any capacity in the construction of 
buildings. The carpenters, cornice makers, ar- 
chitectural Iron workers, plasterers, plumbers, 
gas fitters, painters, and sash, door and blind 
makers have already signified their willingness 
to join the amalgamated organization. The 
cardinal principle of the association will be a 
pledge by each member to refase to work on 
any job with any artisan of the craft embraced 
in the council who Is not a member of the 
union. The adoption of this principle will make 
it impossible for the ♦* bosses " to use one trades- 
union for the purpose of defeating another which 
is on strike. 

It is also proposed to aflUlate the new organi- 
zation with the American Federation of Labor, 
thus securing the moral and financial support of 
the greatest labor organization in the world. 



The Bricklayers* Union refuses to enter the 
amalgamation. The union Is very strong, and 
has generrtlly been successful In Its disputes with 
employers. 

Should the amalgamated association be per- 
fected, the carpenters, who recently suffered 
defeat in thtir fight for eight hours, will renew 
their demands in the spring, and, should they be 
refused, the building business. Including the 
World's Fair operations, will come to a complete 
standstill. 



The next annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor is to be held in Detroit, 
Mich., Dec. 8. State federations, central labor 
unions, trades assemblies, local trades-unions, 
and federal labor unions will be entitled to one 
delegate each. About one hundred delegates 
will assemble at the convention, representing 
most of the diversified trades in the country. 

A quarrel is expected to take place over the 
application for admission that will be made by 
the Socialists who are represented in the Central 
Labor Federation of New York. 



Eight thousand miuers are Idle in Alabama, 
having struck for an advance of wages. The 
mine operators are seeking to fill the strikers' 
places with negroes, and they Intend to operate 
their mines hereafter entirely with negro labor. 
It is charged that the strike was brought about 
by Pennsylvania Iron manufacturers who want 
to shut down the furnaces In Alabama, and that 
they have promised the miners financial support. 



Three thousand shoemakers have been locked 
out by the shoe manufacturers In Rochester, 
N. T. The firms are determined that the shops 
shall be free, and no persons belonging to the 
Shoemakers' Union employed In them. The 
trouble has grown out of a boycott of one 
shoe firm by the union. 



Fifty thousand pounds sterling have been 
contributed toward the hundred thousand de- 
sired by Gen. Booth to redeem ** darkest Eng- 
land." 



The Socialists throughout the Oerman Empire 
have lost heavily in the elections for the city 
councils, and especially In Bavaria, where the 
Socialist vote shows a decrease all over the 
country. 



The German emperor has given orders that 
women shall not be employed at night In any 
government factory. 
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IN GENERAL. 

It appears from the last report of the Post- 
master-General that the revenue of the depart- 
ment for the fiscal year was $60,858,783. The 
expenditures and liabilities were $C6,645,083. 
The deficiency for the year was, therefore, 
^,786,800. Compared with the previous fiscal 
year, there was an increase of $4,710,768, or 8.37 
per cent, in the revenue, and an increase of 
$4,089,636, or 6.60 per cent, in the expenditures 
and liabilities. 



The Secretary of tlie Navy says in his annual 
report : — 

" The best guaranty of peace is a judicions ex- 
penditure for the navy, such as will meet the neces- 
sities of the country. At the present time it has 
not such a force, nor will it have the force required 
even when all the ships now authorized are com- 
pleted. The problem of naval construction has 
been simplified almost beyond belief in the last 
eight years. It only remains to add to the number 
of vessels of types already in existence. 

" The price is not too high to pay if it affords the 
means whereby the United States, for the first time 
in many years, may be enabled to presene and 
defend its rights.'* 



On the subject of Public Schools, the Secretary 
of the Interior says in his last annual report : — 

" The progressive decrease in the namber of pub- 
lic-school pupils as compared with the jiopulation in 
the Northern States, which has already been re- 
ferred to in the reports of this office, is still going 
on ; in point of fact, there has been during the past 
year an absolute decrease in the number of pupils 
enrolled in six of the Northern States, and in one 
other — New York — there has been an increase of 
only five hundred and forty-four pupils, against an 
increase of school population of over thirty thou- 
sand. 

**In the commissioner's opinion, the apparent 
retrograde movement in the Northern States may be 
partially accounted for by the increase of private 
• and parochial schools, and by the tendency to 
refrain from sending children to school at as early 
an age as heretofore, whereby the number of very 
young pupils has diminished. In Massachusetts, for 
instance, the number of pupils under five years of 
age has decreased during each of the last ten years." 

The average number of pupils daily attending the 
public schools is 65.1 per cent of the whole number 
enrolled. The number of different public-school 
teachers is as follows : males, 124,929 ; females, 227.- 
302; total, 352,231. The relative number of male 
teachers has been continually decreasing since 1879, 
at which date they formed 43.3 per cent of the 
whole. This decrease is taJcing place in all parts of 
the country. The present percentage in Massachu- 
setts is only 8.0. Tlic average wages of male 



teachers per month in thirty-six States and Terri- 
tories is $42.43; of female teachers, $34.27. The 
public-school revenues amounted to $132,121,200. 
The total amount expended the past year for public- 
school purposes was $132,129,600, being an increase 
over the preceding year of ^8,861,660. The amount 
expended for all purposes per capita of the popula- 
tion was $2.12, of which $1.41 was for salaries. To 
educate a child in the United States costs at present 
an average of 13.3 cents per school day, of which 8.2 
is paid for salaries of teachers and superintendents. 
The rate of growth of school expenditure (7.19 per 
cent per annum), when compared with the rate of 
growth of the number of the pupils enrolled (1.8;{ 
per cent), is seen to be extraordinary, and indicates 
a rapidly-growing per capita expenditure. 



A big stand, erected for a foot-ball game in a 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) park, collapsed, and hurled 
to the ground 8,000 people. About twenty 
were seriously injured. It appears that an in- 
spector had been sent by the Department of 
Buildings to see ' * that the stand was properly 
and substantially built,*' and that he had reported 
that the work was well done and the timbers 
sound and substantial. 



The denial by the English judicial tribunal of 
the application for the extradition of Castioni, 
the Swiss revolutionist accused of murder, on 
the ground that the murder was committed at a 
moment of political excitement, has, it is re- 
ported, determined the Austrian, German, and 
Italian governments to introduce modifications 
in the extradition treaties between themselves 
and other governments. 

The postal authorities of Germany and the 
United States have been carrying on negotia- 
tions looking to the establishment of a postal 
sea service on the German mail steamers run- 
ning to New York. It is proposed to sort mail 
on the ships, and save several hours' time on the 
delivery of German mail in New York. Ameri- 
can clerks will sort the mall on the westward 
trips, while German clerks will sort that going 
to Bremen and Berlin. 



The Russian Government has forbidden the 
employment of Austrian workmen in Russia, 
and hundreds of discharged laborers are being 
conducted to the frontier. 



Thousands of Chinese laborers are being 
imported by Mexican contractors, to work on 
railroads now under construction in that coun- 
try. 
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CLIPPINGS. 

The yellow-fever broke out In Philadelphia In 
1797, and was followed by unusual alarm. 
Men, who In the terrible days of 1798, In 1795, 
and again In 1796, had never for a moment 
thought of hurrying away, now shut their 
houses and fled. ... At such a time, a man of 
sense and judgment would have spared no pains 
to quiet fear and allay excitement of every kind. 
But Gov. Thomas Mifflin possessed no tact, save 
that peculiar tact which makes men leaders 
of parties, and puts them in the high places of 
the State. What the doctors could not cure 
with medicine he would cure by fines, by penal- 
ties, by yellow flags, by the rigorous execution 
of a silly law. Yellow- fever was, he proclaimed, 
contagious. All communication, therefore with 
the wharves and houses of the Infected districts 
must be cut off. Streets must be barricaded, 
yellow flags must be hung from Infected houses, 
dwellers In the adjoining houses must Instantly 
remove, men sick of the fever must be carried 
out of town. To climb over the barricades, to 
talk to a fever-stricken person, to go into a house 
from which a yellow flag was hung, was to be 
subject to a flne of #800. Half of all fines went 
to the informers. 

The effect was most pitiable. Before a week 
elapsed the proclamation was more dreaded than 
the disease. If a flag appeared before a house, 
the whole neighborhood fled into the country. 
. . . Ignorant of the symptoms of the malady, 
men no longer dared summon a' doctor to pre- 
scribe for a pain in the back, lest they should be 
pronounced flt subjects for the Wigwam, and 
hurried there to die. . . . Nobody knew when 
his turn might come. To be sick, it was said, 
was no longer necessary : mere suspicion that 
he might be was enough to send a man to some 
Infected liospltal, where, surrounded by the 
most malignant cases, tormented by fear, over- 
come by anxiety for the safety of those he held 
dear, he would himself be stricken down. Then 
the Inspectors would name him as an Instance of 
the keenness of their judgment and the excel- 
lence of their medical skill. Then they would 
boast how they had d' tected the symptoms of 
the fever, when his physician, when his friends, 
when the patient him* elf, solemnly protested he 
was a well man. 

Then these minions of power would become 
more Insolent and overbearing than ever. Each 
one of them who nursed a grudge or cherished a 
mean political hatred would henceforth have his 
victim In his power. From these terrors there 
was but one way of escape, and that was In 
flight. The shops were deserted, the wharves 
were no longer covered ^vlth hogsheads and 



bales; thousands of laborers were thrown out 
of work. — McMaster, ** History of the United 
States:' 

The Democratic party, even in full control of leg- 
islation, cannot succeed by any means In affording 
snch relief or such benefaction as a vast army of 
discontented people will demand and expect. This 
is a broad country, with as great variety of interests 
as any country on earth has in it. Many of these 
interests are made by artificial conditions created 
by partial and unequal paternalism to antagonize 
each other. All classes are more or less saturated 
with the moral poison of class legislation. When- 
ever the poison works a clamor will rise for some 
special advantage. If this is denied an army of 
disappointed persons will fall out with the Demo- 
cratic party or with any other party that similarly 
defaults. If dissatisfaction is appeased by special 
concession in one direction this will only arouse indig- 
nant feelings and more vehement demands in other 
directions. The party that engages to enact laws, 
other than simply repealing laws, to please all 
classes and satisfy all interests will have both of its 
hands very full. The Democrats must fail in any 
such attempt as egregiously as the Republicans. If 
the Democratic party comes Into power it will be 
sorely tempted to undertake something of the sort. 
This is the prospect, unless a rising spirit that 
threatens to prevail with all aggrieved classes for 
insisting ui>4>n an indemnifying extension of class 
legislation shall subside and give place to a call for 
the general abatement of all such legislation. — 
Galveston (Tex.) News. 

Referring to the school issue in the recent 
Wisconsin State elections, the Washington cor- 
respondent of the St. Louis Globe- Democrat 
writes : — 

" The returns made to the educational division of 
the census office reveal an extent and depth of feel- 
ing against the Bennett school law which was not 
appreciated by the politicians. In these schedules 
one of the questions was : ' Do you receive any aid 
from the public-school funds ? ' The Lutherans, who 
have parochial schools, were not satisfied to write 
down a simple negative. The spaces allowed for 
the answers were utterly insufiUcient for the expres- 
Mions of feeling against the Bennett law and the 
Rei)ub1ican party, which enacted it. The answers 
show that these people have been estranged beyond 
all h»pe of an early restoration to good feeling. 
The Democratic Legislature in Wisconsin will 
repeal the obnoxious law this winter. Those 
Republicans who have had access to these census 
schedules and have read the sentiments therein 
expressed say they do not see how their party can 
hope to regain Wisconsin in 1892." 

The bars were all closed yesterday (election 
day) ; but, as there were a hundred drunks In 
the courts the day before, the average drunken- 
ness of the week will probably be maintained.— 
Boston Herald. 
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TO-DAY, DEC. 11, 1890. 

A record of the facts and considerations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States^ and that, ther^oret Legislative 
Regvlaiion is injurious for them, 

J. MoRRisoN-FuLLiR, Wautbr C. Robb, Editors. 



TrMMon. Speaker Reed is reported to 
have devoutly thanked God that 
the House over which he presided was no 
longer a deliberative body. The result of the 
late elections shows in the most emphatic 
manner possible that Congress as at present 
constituted is very far from a representative 
body in any proper sense of the words. The 
duty of the Fifty-first Congress in the brief 
time left it to confine itself strictly to routine 
business is generally recognized, even by the 
better-class Republican organs; but the crime 
it commits by acting otherwise is not so gener- 
ally perceived, and the Congressional majority 
ignores the point altogether. Men who, if 
they received their deserts would now be 
wearing a tunic of stone for the evils they 
have wrought, take advantage of the imper- 
fections of our representative system to foist 
positive legislation upon the people after they 
and their measures have been most distinctly 
repudiated. In no country where the people 
felt less confidence in their power to make 
their will prevail ultimately could such a 
course be pursued without producing a re- 
bellion. The leaders of the Republican party 
betrayed their trust in the Tariff Bill which 
they framed, and exceeded their instructions 
in much of the other legislation which they 
passed. They seem to be men naturally en- 
dowed with a very moderate degree of politi- 
cal sagacity, and absolutely incapable of 
learning anything from defeat. There can be 
no doubt that the sentiment of the country is 
distinctly against the Election Bill.which they 
are now trying to make law, and for them to 
attempt to thrust this bill upon the country 
in face of such a sentiment is really treason. 
Treason against the United States is defined 
in the Constitution as levying war a^inst 
them, or giving aid and comfort to their en- 
emies. But this action of the Republican 
majority amounts to betraying that system of 
Government which they have sworn to uphold. 
By that system the will of the people is to be 
the law of tlie land, and to attempt to make 
anything which is in direct contravention to 
the will of the people, the law of the land is 
certainly treason against the people and our 
form of Government. 



Pension*. "^^ ^^* Louis Qloht-DemocTat^ 
discussing the effects of the dis- 
bursements of public money in payment of 
pensions, points out that not only are the re. 
cipients of the money directly benefited, but, 
owing to the increased liveliness of trade, 
many others are indirectly benefited. From 
this it goes on to argue that the payment of 
liberal pensions is a good thing. The argu- 
ment is perfectly sound if the words are con- 
fined to their strict meanings. It is much 
better that the money should be paid out in 
pensions, or in any other way, than that it 
should be retained indefinitely in the Treas- 
ury, or thrown into the sea. The writer of 
the editorial referred to saw only one side of 
the question, but if he had thought to inquire 
where the Government gets the money to 
disburse, and thereby enliven trade, he could 
hardly have failed to see the other. The 
Treasury at Washington is not like the wid- 
ow's cruse; every dollar that is placed in it 
has first to be taken from the people. Now 
if the disbursement of money from the Treas- 
ury which finds its way into the channels of 
trade is agood thing, then withdrawing money 
from trade and putting it in the Treasury 
must depress trade, and must therefore be a 
bad thing. How there is any possibility for 
gain, or for anything else except loss, is very 
difficult to be shown when the whole transac- 
tion is taken into account. Of course, by tak- 
in&; only half of it, pensions may be shown to 
be a very good or a very bad thing. 



Bigotry and ^^^^ ™^° ^^® almost 88 ready 
*8ciSoU**' ^ persecute for opinion's sake in 
the nineteenth century as they 
were in the sixteenth, provided thai the 
opinion is one about which they feel strongly, 
is well shown by the movement made in 
Lynn to deprive certain teachers in the pub- 
lic schools there of their means of earning a 
livelihood, solely on account of their religion. 
It is not charged that these teachers do not 
perform their duties well, or that they seek 
to instill their beliefs into the minds of their 
pupils, but simply because the religion they 
profess is obnoxious to many they must be 
driven from their positions. 

In many places over the country the public- 
school question has been complicated with 
religious questions. In Boston the condition 
is thus described by thirty-two citizens, me 
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and women, who for true liberalism and 
deserved respect of their fellows could hardly 
be matched within the limits of the city : — 

A large body of voters, composed chiefly of women, 
but with many sympathizers among the men of the 
Republican party, have made their nominations 
with the avowed purpose of excluding Catholics 
from any representation in the management of the 
schools attended by Catholic children and supported 
by Catholic taxpayers. They have refused to nomi- 
nate two able Protestant members of the present 
hoard because they were not sufficiently subservient 
to this spirit of bigotry and intolerance. 

It has been repeated so of tem that it is com- 
monly taken for granted that our public 
schools are the comer-stone of our liberties, 
but the experience of the last few years raises 
grave doubts whether they are compatible with 
religious freedom. Certainly if the adherents 
of one religion are to be proscribed from any 
influence in the management of schools they 
are compelled to help support the system is 
hardly one of liberty. It is doubtful, more- 
over, whether any system of compulsory edu- 
cation can be " free." ** Compulsory " means 
schools which the people at large are com- 
pelled to suppoii; and to which they are 
compelled to send their children. Are such 
schools likely to train children properly for 
becoming citizens of a free commonwealth? 
In the first place, the child is compelled to go 
to them whether his parents wish it or not, 
and after he is there he is subjected to a class 
drill which cannot but have a tendency to 
check the development of individuality; the 
government is from necessity largely despotic; 
in short, with the larger schools, system, drill, 
mechanism are inevitably the watchwords, 
and little room is left for free play of person- 
ality on the part either of teacher or put)ils. 

This aspect of the contrast between modern 
city schools and the old district schools, which 
were at first almost like voluntary associa- 
tions to hire private teachers for children of 
the members, has been less dwelt on than 
other aspects; but perhaps a little more atten- 
tion bestowed upon this aspect would not be 
wasted. The results of the former, in com- 
parison with the latter, are not altogether 
admirable. 

It is an encouraging symptom that a large 
portion of the press, and many leading think- 
ers, including a few eminent instructors, are 
inclined to be severe critics of the public- 
Bchool system. Most, to be sure, content 



themselves with pointing out wherein the 
public schools are defective; but eventually, 
we may hope, some of them will turn their 
attention to the underlying principle, and 
discover that it is wholly unsound. 



The Spoils T^® passage in President Har- 
Syatem In rison's annual message relative 
Dipiomatio iq ^h^ recall of Mr. Mizner un- 
mistakably shows that American 
diplomacy would be greatly benefited by the 
application of the principle of personal fitness 
to foreign appointments. The following ex- 
cerpt explains the gravity of the offence and 
the necessity for the President's action: ^' It 
being evident that the minister had exceeded 
the bounds of his authority in intervening, 
in compliance with the demands of the Gua- 
temala authorities, to authorize and effect, in 
violation of precedent, the seizure, on a ves- 
sel of the United States, of a passenger in 
transitu charged with political offences, in 
order that he might be tried for such offences 
under what was described as martial law, I 
was constrained to disavow Mr. Mizner's act 
and recall him from his post." 

The necessity for such action is an unan- 
swerable argument for the extension of civil 
service reform to diplomatic circles. 

The question involved in Mr. Mizner's 
case was simple, painfully simple, and known 
to almost any dabbler in international law; 
the fact that an American minister should be 
unaware of it argues a degree of ignorance 
amounting to disgrace. Public vessels by 
the fiction of ex-territoriality possess immu- 
nity from the private law of the particular 
country within whose territorial waters they 
may chance to be. The right of asylum is 
universally acknowledged and conceded. 
The British Admiralty Instructions inform 
officers in command of war vessels that 
^^ during political disturbances or popular 
tumults refuge may be afforded to persons 
flying from personal danger." liOrd Palmer- 
ston laid it down in the Naples troubles of 
1849, that " a British ship-of-war has always 
and everywhere been considered as a safe 
place of refuge for persons of whatever coun- 
try or party who have sought shelter under 
the British flag from persecution on account 
of their political conduct or opinions." Turn- 
ing now to the most recent authoritative 
work on the Law of Nations, Mr. Hale lays t 
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down the ioteruational ruling regarding polit- 
ical refugees as follows: *' The right to protect 
liim (that is the refugee) has been acquired 
by custom. He ought not to be souji^ht out 
or invited, but if he appears at the side of the 
ship and asks admittance, he need not be 
turned away, and, so long as he is innoxious, 
the territorial government has no right either 
to DEMAND his Surrender or to expel the ship 
on account of his reception. (Hale's *^ Inter- 
national Law," page 193.) 

It would certainly not be too much to re- 
quire every representative of this country 
abroad to have tlie " Law of Nations " at his 
finger-tips, if not in his head ; and even then 
the working politician, it is feared, would cut 
but a sorry figure. 

In the first years of the century, diplomacy 
was a profession and the substantial reward 
of merit — not a compensation for party ser- 
vices and a place of refuge for superannuated 
politicians. " The great political engine," 
as Mr. Lowell wittily phrases it, "did not 
then come down at regular quadreunial inter- 
vals, like a nail-cutting machine, to make all 
official lives of a standard length, and to gen- 
erate lazy and intriguing expectancy.'' The 
ablest men of their generation represented 
America at foreign courts. 

But this period is long passed; happily the 
tradition of it survives. With the inaugura- 
tion of Andrew Jackson, the spoils system 
entered the White House, party service be- 
came the passport to position and influence, 
and civil service became a byword and a 
mockery. A few years later President Polk 
recalled Henry Wheaton from Berlin, to make 
room for a man whose only claim to office lay 
in the fact that he never failed to support 
Democracy at the polls. Wheaton, whose 
"Law of Nations" made an epoch in the 
study of international law, and whose "His- 
tory of the Law of Nations " is used to-day as 
a college text-book, — Wheaton was removed 
to give place to a mere partisan! 

Since that date, our diplomatic relations 
have been for the most part intrusted to 
political adventurers whose names have 
slipped from the recollection of men. Men 
of ability there have been: for example, 
Charles Francis Adams, Mr. Motley, and Mr. 
Lowell; but they have been the exceptions, 
not the rule. So sweeping has been the 
change that there exist among us in the 
United States to-day only two specimens of 



the trained diplomat of other days: Mr. Tres- 
cot and Mr. Kasson. 



6a,ooo,ooo or 65,000,000. 

The result of the last census is such as 
to cast much doubt upon the computation, 
made some years since, that by the end of 
the next century the United States will 
number 800,000,000 people — a computa- 
tion of which the most reliable newspaper 
in the country said : " The dream is rather 
wild, perhaps, but we doubt if any one can 
read it without, when he lays it down, find- 
ing it very hard to furnish good reasons for 
doubting it." It may be said that Mr. 
Porter*8 census cannot fumish a good rea- 
son for doubting or believing anything, — 
except for believing that a partisan census 
is a shameful waste of money. True, 
wherever this census has been tested, it has 
been discredited, and the more complete 
the test, the greater the discredit ; but, after 
all due allowance has been made, it seems 
impossible to escape the conclusion that the 
rate of natural increase of population — 
the increase aside from that due to immigra- 
tion — has been markedly less during the 
last decade than during any previous 
period of our history. One would naturally 
suppose that even if the Government could 
not be trusted to do anything else properly, 
it might be expected to count the number of 
people in the country with tolerable accu- 
racy. This, probably, it has iK)t done, but 
to say that the great falling off iq the rate 
of increase which the returns seem to show 
is wholly due to blunders seems very un- 
likely. 

The cne desire which has actuated us all 
through our history has been to become a 
great nation, and the definition of " great" 
which has been almost unhesitatingly 
adopted, is a nation consisting of a large 
number of people. This ambition has not 
by any means been peculiar to this country. 
As boys eagerly look forward to the time 
when they will be men, so in general, 
sparsely-settled countries eagerly desire to 
hasten the time when they will be denselvj 
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populated. And then, when the period of 
dense population has arrived, a much more 
difficult problem has been to discover what 
to do with the surplus of human beings. 
We are still ardently pressing forward to 
the time when this problem will confront 
us. Now and then the question is raised 
whether the quality of the population se- 
cured doe» not enter into the question of 
national greatness, as well as the quantity. 
Some have even maintained that Athens in 
the age of Pericles, or Rome in the age of 
Scipio, was really a greater phenomenon in 
the world than the Chinese Empire at pre- 
sent, with its three or four hundred million 
people ; though China has for the last two 
thousand years been greater in bulk than 
the whole of Western civilization, in influ- 
encing which the greatness of Greece and 
Rome is supposed chiefly to reside. 

Nevertheless, we have, on the wholes 
given our allegiance to numbers, and have 
succeeded so well in attaining the object of 
oar ambition that two or three millions more 
or less do not make a very serious difference 
to us. If our growth for the last ten years 
has not been so marvellous as we hoped, 
we can console ourselves by reflecting how 
much more rapidly we grew when we were 
younger. Beginning with the present cen- 
tury, the population of the country, which 
in 1800 was not quite five and a half mil- 
lions, has doubled three times; the first 
time in about twenty-three years, the second 
in twenty-five, the third in twenty-seven. 
At this rate the fourth duplication ought to 
be completed about 1905, giving us a pop- 
ulation of 85,000,000 nearly. The percent- 
age of natural increase might be expected 
to be a little less in the last decade than in 
the preceding one, but not nearly so much 
less as the census seems to show. In the 
first five decades, from 1790, the percent- 
ages of natural increase were : in the first, 
33.9 per cent; in the second, 33.1 ; in the 
third, 32.1; in the fourth, 30.9; in the 
fifth, 29.6 per cent. The increase of terri- 
tory has not kept pace mih the growth of 
population. In 1790 the settled area 



amounted to 239,935 square miles, and the 
average density of population to 16.4 per 
mile ; in 1880 these figures were respectively 
1,569,570 square miles and 32 to the mile. 
The advantages of a * moderately dense 
population are by no means to be under- 
estimated. The explanation from natural 
philosophy given by Mr. Carey, to whom 
we are indebted for many curious specula- 
tions in sociology, is doubtless true, if taken 
with the proper limitations. Man is simply 
a highly differentiated portion of the earth's 
crust (or, perhaps, that plus something 
else — x), and the more the matter existing 
on the earth takes the form of men the 
greater becomes their power to give direc- 
tion to natural forces. Other winters have 
said substantially the same thing in differ- 
ent words; for example, Bastiat : ** Other 
things equal, an increased density of popu- 
lation is equivalent to an increased facility 
of production.*' To leave these statements 
in this form affords a good example of what 
is called abstract theorizing. Since the 
whole matter which exists in the word can- 
not be changed into men, obviously there is 
a limit of numbers, beyond which the more 
men there are the harder will it be for them 
to get a subsistence. A dense popu- 

lation, too, supplies men with a stimulus 
towards improvement. The mental and 
physical inertia, the distaste for change and 
exertion everywhere observable would prob- 
ably keep man stationary, if the reproduc- 
tive instinct were less strong. In the case 
of individuals, — outside of America, at any 
rate, — those able to live comfortably with- 
out exertion are seldom exti*aordinarily 
active, and the same would doubtless be 
true of the race. After the population on 
a given area has become as numerous as 
can be supported on that area, a change in 
the mode of life, as from hunting to graz- 
ing, enables it to increase ; but the pressure 
of population is generally necessary to in- 
duce the change. So long as there is game 
enough to supply food man is not likely to 
rear domestic animals for that purpose. 
How the change in methods of industry 
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which took place between the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries enabled population 
to expand is exhibited by the following 
figures : In France, the annual increase of 
population per square mile was*: 1700- 
1800, four; 1800-1825, sixteen; 1824- 
1846, thirt3'-two: in England and Wales, 
1700-1800, sixteen; 1800-1825, forty-two; 
1824-1846, one hundred and thirty-six. 
The figures for other nations are hardly less 
striking. In this country the wilderness, 
infested with hostile savages, present a 
barrier to the spread of population west- 
ward which it required a good deal of 
energy to overcome. The people, however, 
were possessed of a strong love of novelty 
and adventure, so that it did not need a 
severe pressure of population on the means 
of subsistence in the settled districts to 
produce the outflow. Of Americans, it can- 
not be said that ^^ of all things, the hardest 
to move is human beings." 

It cannot be said, then, that during the 
first part of the present century our popu- 
lation increased rapidly because the natural 
conditions imposed no check, but that dur- 
ing the last decade such a check has made 
its appearance. In certain places the pop- 
ulation is very dense, but taking the settled 
area as a whole, it is very sparse. More- 
over, there yet remains considerable terri- 
tory suitable for settlement. In the six 
States, — Maine, New York, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, and Florida, — the unset- 
tled area amounted, in 1880, to 89,400 
square miles. 

The decline in our rate of increase can 
hardly be due to the exhaustion of fertile 
lands. The question. To what has it been 
due ? is an interesting one to speculate about, 
though of course no very certain answer 
can be arrived at yet. If the case is really 
serious the true answer will probably be 
discovered when the ** Decline and Fall of 
the United States" comes to be written. 

* Dieterici (Berliner Akadamie, 16 Mai, 1850); 
quoted by Roscher: Political EcoBomy, § 253. The 
figures are probably not exact, but they represent 
the facts approximately. 



I would not, however, suggest that there 
is occasion for alarm, even if the census 
is substantially correct, and there are really 
only a little over 62,000,000 of us, instead 
of 65,000,000, as there ought to be. Un- 
less, of course, the missing 8,000,000 should 
prove to be the '^ saving remnant," the men 
on whose presence the safety of the coun- 
try depends There might be some reason 
for suspecting this, for there has been no 
falling off in immigration. The loss has 
therefore been in the increase of natural- 
bom citizens. Some may be disposed to 
maintain that the Government has been so 
occupied with increasing our population 
from foreign sources that it has utterly 
neglected the most important source. A 
bill is now before Congress having for its 
object to restrict immigration; but the 
whole duty of the Government will not 
be done until it puts in operation some of 
the old devices for facilitating the natural 
increase of population, such as imposing 
fines on men who wilfully remain bach- 
elors, offering rewards for large families, or 
providing a marriage fund to enable poor 
couples to marry. Colbert, in 1666, decreed 
that whoever married before his twentieth 
year should be exempt ft*om taxation till 
his twenty-fifth. Frederick the Great lim- 
ited the mourning time of widowers to three 
months and of widows to nine. In Iceland, 
during the last century, after a great plague, 
it was decreed that it should be no disgrace 
to a young woman to have as many as six 
illegitimate children. Probably less strenu- 
ous measures will suffice here for the pres- 
ent, but we can have this as a last resort. 

Another cause which may be suggested 
as explainiug our lower rate of increase is 
that the standard of life of the people as a 
whole has risen, and that therefore what is 
called the prudential restraint upon in- 
crease of population has been more effec- 
tive. The person who believes himself un- 
able to support a family refrains from mar- 
riage. Closely allied to this is the unequal 
distribution of wealth, which might be as- 
signed as a cause of the phenomenon we 
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are oonsiderlng. The wealth of the coun- 
try has increased in a greater ratio than the 
popnlation, but it is probably less equally 
distributed now than it was ten or twenty 
years ago. The aggregation, in accord- 
ance with which the small shop has given 
place to the large factory, the small retail 
establishment to the large one, the hundred 
men with $10,000 each to the one man with 
$1,000,000, has naturally borne hardest 
upon the middle classes ; the tendency has 
been for a few of them to become great 
capitalists, and for the rest to be depressed 
toward the proletariat. Now, supporting 
a family means to a man not merely pro- 
viding the bare necessaries of life but that 
degree of comfort to which he has been 
accustomed. Obviously, if founding a fam- 
ily necessitates giving up a large share of 
this, fewer will be founded. If the number 
of marriages proves to have diminished, it 
will lend support to this explanation, and 
the missing millions will be shown to be 
precisely that part of the population which 
could worst be spared. It can hardly be 
said that the condition of the workingmen 
is any harder now than in 1880, so the 
number of marriages among them probably 
has not fallen off, but the decrease, if there 
is any, has been among the middle classes. 
The causes which act to check the in- 
crease of population have been very thor- 
oughly discussed during the last hundred 
years. There may be some which have not 
yet been discovered, but of those usually 
assigned there remains only one yet to men- 
tion — the worship of the goddess Aselgeia, 
and the disintegration of the family pro- 
duced largely by the tendency of modem 
governments to take upon themselves fami- 
ly functions, such as the education and care 
of children, and to make the individual 
rather than the family the unit of the state. 
That both these causes have been increas- 
ingly active, the latter markedly so, during 
the last ten years, can hardly be questioned. 
We boast ourselves to be a monogamous 
nation, with the vanishing exception of 
Utah; but practices prevail in our midst 



quite extensively which are analogous to 
the polygamy or even promiscuity of cer- 
tain savage tribes, and the relation between 
these practices and increase of population 
is too obvious to need pointing out. The 
increase in the number of divorces has fre- 
quently been dwelt on, but that the 
writers on the subject have not understood 
the evil is shown well enough by the fact 
that most of them think it could be cured 
by a national divorce law. It certainly was 
not from lack of laws that sexual relations 
at Rome fell into such a deplorable condi- 
tion under the Csesars* Divorce is by no 
means the only influence among us that 
diminishes the strength of the marriage 
bond ; maruigea de convenance and adultery 
manifestly tend in the same direction. It 
has frequently been pointed out that among 
declining nations the distinctions between 
the sexes are as far as possible obliter- 
ated; at any rate, this was the case in 
Greece and Rome; but we have hardly 
enough instances to give validity to a 
general rule. 

Just how much influence governments 
have exerted upon the disintegration of the 
family by usurping family functions cannot 
of course be determined. It is probably 
not by accident that a community of prop- 
erty has been associated with community of 
wives. The grounds for both are similar, 
namely, the evil resulting from the exclu- 
sive appropriation by individual men of 
particular things and particular women, and 
a step towards community of the one is 
likely to prove a step towards community 
of the other. The fundamental require- 
ment for either is to regard the individual, 
man, woman, or child, as the unit of the 
State, thus ignoring the family i for private 
property is more essential to the family than 
to the individual. 

, One other cause may be named to ac- 
count for the disappointment in our num- 
bers. The fact may be regarded as showing 
that the stock is becoming exhausted. Two 
hundred and fifty years ago, the Anglo- 
Saxon race numbered only a few millions ; 
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now the numbers are computed at 120,000,- 
000. The expansion of the race as a whole 
has been marvellously rapid, but it is here 
that the increase has been the most rapid. 
We know that about 20,000 Englishmen 
migrated to this country between 1620 and 
1640. and it is estimated that from these a 
fourth of our population is descended. We 
know that the population doubled between 
1800 and 1824, when immigration was not 
very active, and that the multiplication must 
have been nearly as rapid during preced- 
ing periods. It has been computed that 
when the birth-rate is five per cent of the 
population and the death-rate two per cent, 
that the population doubles in twenty-four 
years. Whether the death-rate averaged 
two per cent during the period 1800-1824, 
is not known, but it could not have been 
much under that. A birth-rate of five per 
cent for a generation means that the aver- 
age number of births per woman must be 
between four and five, and, as some women 
will bear less than this number, or none at 
all, many must bear more. Now it is not 
improbable that there has been established 
in the experience of the race a normal 
number of children which women can 
bear without producing race deterioration. 
There are no data for discussing the ques- 
tion ; all that can be said is, that if any 
portion of the Anglo-Saxon stock is be- 
coming exhausted through long-continued 
excessive reproduction, this country proba- 
bly contains that portion. 

Whether, then, there are 62,000,000 or 
65,000,000 people in these United States 
is really a question of great interest, not so 
much from the importance of having 3,000,- 
000 more here as from what the fact one 
way or the other would indicate. We have 
spent money enough on the census to ascer- 
tain beyond any reasonable doubt ; and yet 
the doubt remains — more doubt, in fact, than 
if no census had been taken, because then 
the larger figure would unhesitatingly have 
been assumed. The causes named above 
which tend to check increase of population 
are nearly all of them constantly iu opera- 



tion, no matter how rapidly a country is 
growing. If we could trust the census we 
could predict the intensity with which these 
forces have acted here during the last dec- 
ade ; or, conversely, if we knew the inten- 
sity of these forces we could decide as to 
the accuracy of the census. It is much 
easier to count the people than to gauge the 
forces directly ; but in this case, as in so 
many other cases when we have trusted to 
the Government to do things for us, we 
have been defrauded. - 



PARLIAMENT AND THE LAND PUR- 
CHASE BILL. 

The Parliament that assembled on the 25th of 
the past month will probably be the most Impor- 
tant session of the body elected at the general 
election a few years ago. From the fact that It 
may be the last, and on account of the pressing 
natore of the business before the government, 
the session promises to be as lively and interest- 
ing as it will be important. 

The question of Newfouudland and the claims 
of the French to exclusive flsliing rights on the 
coast, unknown to any existing treaty on the 
subject, the fortifications of St. Pierre and 
Mignelon, together with the complete and excla- 
sive sovereignty over these islands, claims d and 
exercised by France under the treaty of 1768, 
will undoubtedly lead to diplomatic complica. 
tious, but, as the Queen's speech hopefully in. 
forms Parliament, *' a settlement may be arrived 
at which will be satisfactory to aU parties.** 

But these and other matters may, however, be 
considered side-issues to this really great qnes- 
tion of the session, the Irish Land Purchase 
Bill . If passed, — and the present complications 
of parties point that way, — and if it is but half 
as comprehensive as its framers claim, it will 
greatly facilitate the transfer of land, will give 
the Conservative party a positive standing be- 
fore the country, and influence to a considerable 
degree the coming elections 

On its introduction, last March, Mr. Qladstone 
pronounced it a bold and manly measure ; and 
although the Liberal party opposes its passage, 
the bill is nevertheless conceived in a singularly 
lil)eral and progressive spirit. As reintroduced, 
it differs but slightly from the measure of last 
spring. The substance, as explained by Mr. 
Balfour, is simple. The government Is to place 
a fund estimated at about £88,000,000 at the dis- 
posal of the Land Department, consisting of the 
land commissioners appointed under the pre- 
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vious acts. Suppose a tenant wishes to pur- 
chase his holding : the first thing to be done is 
for both landlord and tenant to come to an 
agreement regarding the value of the piece of 
property in question. Experience shows that a 
fair valuation lies somewhere between seventeen 
and twenty times the net rent, otherwise called 
a seventeen or twenty years* purchase. If the 
landlord and tenant fail to agree, the Land 
Department investigates the matter and assigns 
a value, after a consideration of the circum- 
stances of the case. When the value has been 
determined, the Bank of England pays the land- 
lord in government stock created for the pur- 
pose, bearing interest at a rate of two and three 
fourths per cent for thirty years. The tenant 
then takes possession of the land and pays a 
rate of interest slightly* exceeding four per cent 
on the purchasing value. After Ave years have 
passed, the tenant, or rather the new owner, 
pays four per cent on the principal or purchase 
for forty-four years, after which time he be- 
comes absolute owner of the holding in question. 

A simple example will show the working of 
the bill. Suppose the gros's value of the annual 
rent is £10, 14s. ; the net value Us. less; that is, 
£10. At seventeen-years' purchase, this would 
amount to £170; four per cent of this would 
be £6, 16s. But in order to supply a guarantee 
fund for the payment of the interest in hard 
times the government collects £8 from the 
tenant. That is to say, the tenant pays from 
20 per cent to 32 per cent less than his annual 
rent. After the first five years the tenant only 
pays four per cent of the investment, that is, 
£6, 16s. for a period of forty-four years, by 
which time he has acquired complete possession 
of the land. 

Such in brief is the outline of the measure 
introduced by Mr. Balfour last session. The 
details are complicated, but of a minor impor- 
tance, so that they need not be considered here. 

A further point of the bill deserves a passing 
notice. The sum of £38,000,000 appearing in- 
adequate to such a comprehensive measure, Mr. 
Balfour proposed that ** unless Parliament should 
otherwise direct, when the £33,000,000, under 
the act, is exhausted, the repayments of that 
£33,000,000, as well as the repayments of the 
£10,000,000, under the Ashbourne Act (1885, 
amended 1888), shall be a perpetual fund from 
which future purchases by tenants may be 
eflTected." 

The ** congested districts " were treated on a 
somewhat different plan. As they suffered most 
from the agrarian disturbances, and were unable, 
aa a rule, to meet even small payments within 
a prescribed period, the government adopted a 



smaller number of years' purchase for any and 
all holdings within such congested limits. The 
valuations vary according to this modification 
of the act, between eleven to fourteen times the 
rent. Applying a smaller valuation to the above 
example, it will be seen that a considerable re- 
duction of the amount paid in interest takes 
place, and that the burden of transfer is light- 
ened by just such a sum. 

The bill as introduced last week contains the 
principles of the original measure with one 
seemingly slight yet important modification. 
That purchasers of holdings under £50 shall be 
given precedence. While this, no doubt, limits 
the scope of the bill, it gives assurance that 
those most interested — the small tenants — 
shall have the first chance to take advantage of 
the relief offered by the government. From all 
appearances, the government is deeply in earnest. 
Mr. Balfour introduced, on behalf of the minis- 
try, a proposal to devote £6,000,000 to the dis- 
tressed districts of Ireland. This was but last 
week, and the measure, with the support of the 
Liberals, has already passed the second reading, 
with little or no opposition to speak of. 

Whether or not the Land Purchase Bill will an- 
swer the expectations of the framers it is difil- 
cult to say. For many years the system of peas- 
ant proprietorship in France has attracted the 
attention of economists and statesmen. The 
present measure, like its predecessors of the past 
twenty years, is an attempt to extend to the Irish 
tenant the advantages which his fellow- worker 
in France has enjoyed for generations. 

**6ivc a man the secure possession of a 
bleak rock," said Arthur Young in reference to 
peasant proprietorship, " and he will turn it 
into a garden ; give him a nine years' lease of a 
garden, and he will convert it into a desert." 

J. B. S. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

Forum (December).— In ''The Stability of 
the French Republic'* M. Jules Simon speaks 
briefly of the foreign relations the French Re- 
public has sustained during the twenty years of 
its existence. Then follows a more elaborate 
treatment of internal affairs, from the condition 
of which he draws inferences as to the future 
stability of the republic. Of the ** civil service " 
he speaks highly, asserting that it has been due 
to' its excellency that the republic has been en- 
abled to pass through great crises without dam- 
age. The magistracy was dealt a severe blow by 
an act empowering the minister of justice to 
remove magistrates .«*uspected of favoring the 
empire or the monarchy. This weakened the 
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faith in the tribunals. In the connection the 
writer says, " One of the most necessary and 
august functions of a government is to admin- 
ister justice, and it is impossible to diminish the 
authority of justice without taking away from 
the government a portion of its strength." 

The expenses of the republic have been heavy, 
but as a result M. Simon considers that France 
"lacks nothing, either for the defence of her 
territory or for the development of her indus- 
tries." Verily, the money must have been more 
wisely spent than it would have been by the 
United States Government, if such a perfect 
state of aflkirs has been brought about. In sug- 
gesting means for reducing the expenses in the 
future, he advocates a tax on spirituous liquors, 
and mildly suggests *' the suppression of the 
budget of public worship," which reaches the 
surprisingly large annual sum of 52,000 000 
francs. Unfortunately, in France, as well as in 
this country, " politics are not conducted solely 
on principles," and it is deemed impolitic thus 
to dissatisfy the Catholics. 

Despite imperfections both of the constitution 
and the manner in which its precepts are carried 
out, M. Simon considers that the republic of 
France is lasting, and growing stronger day by 
day, while the strength of its enemies is con- 
stantly diminishing. 

Family Stocks in a Democracy is discussed by 
President Eliot in a paper of considerable length. 
As the means for perpetuating good family 
stocks, country life, permanent dwelling-places, 
the transmission of family business or occupation 
from father to sons, education, and wise mar- 
riages are urged, and their respective advantages 
duly set forth. In addition, a careful training 
in truth, gentleness, purity, and honor is consid- 
ered all-essential. 

President Martin answers the question '* Does 
China Menace the World? " by showing what a 
home-loving people the Chinese are, and that 
whatever elaborate measures they may be taking 
to protect and develop their native land, it is 
purely to make this land more dear to them, and 
more profitable to live in. Her only threat 
would seem to be to return to her ancient isola- 
tion. 

In conclusion, it is shown how absurd prohib- 
itory legislation regarding the Chinese has been, 
in view of the fact that during the past twenty 
years Europe has given millions of population 
to this country, while China has contributed only 
a paltry sixty thousand. 

Among the Century's Open Letters is found 
one from Daniel S. Remsen, on Election by the 
Majority^ in which the writer sets forth the 



weak points in our present system of balloting. 
He contends that the system does not accurately 
express the different shades of political opinion, 
and that the loss of what he styles *' conscience 
votes " Is greatest. But unlike many writers, 
who are more ready to show defects than to 
suggest remedies, Mr. Remsen gives an outline 
of a plan whereby he believes the popular vote 
might be rendered more effectual. His plan, in 
brief, is to allow each voter a second choice of 
candidate, so that in case no first-choice candi- 
date receives a majority of the votes cast, the 
second-choice votes may be counted. Rules and 
regulations are laid down to govern the carry- 
ing out of such a plan, and the writer further 
states that in many Slates no Constitutional 
amendment would be necessary to carry such a 
plan into effect. 

CosMOPOLTTAN (December). — Reviewing cur- 
rent events, Mr. Murat Halstead suggests that 
the freedom of speech which is allowed in this 
country, the wholesale criticism of public men 
and their acts, of administrations, — national, 
State, and municipal^ — all has a tendency to give 
an exaggerated idea of the extent of misgovem- 
ment. In other words, his thought is that *' We, 
the people of the United States," are addicted to 
a terrible habit, — the habit of telling the truth 
about ourselves. With all its faults, he consid- 
ers our Government better conditioned than that 
of older countries beyond the sea. If, then, we 
are not altogether perfect, why should we hold 
our imperfections to the glaring light of criti- 
cism? '* We should have a care not to aUow the 
character of our country to suffer in our under- 
standing because it is subjected to such an ex- 
traordinary sweep of unfriendly commentary." 

The social problem, discussed this month by 
the Rev. £. £. Hale, is temperance. Past efforts 
in the battle against intemperance have, he says, 
been for the most part futile. Societies have 
fought against the rumseller more than they 
have discussed the subject from a social and 
ethical standpoint. Temperance journals have 
been edited to little purpose, their pages being 
usually taken up with arguments concerning 
the legal aspects, to the utter neglect of the 
physiological and social sides of the question. 
Mr. Hale would establish refuges, on ** pretty 
islands," where one might be free from tempta- 
tion. The Italian island of refuge for crimi- 
nals is cited as a successful example. It is sug- 
gested that islands whose climate and products 
are wellnigh perfect be selected. This would 
relieve the drunkard of all responsibility, and 
hasten his departure for the '* isles of the blesf." 
To be sure, there would not be many left to tell 
the tale, but for the few of us that did have the 
fortitude to resist such a tempting bait there 
would be more room, and the blessed conscious- 
ness of having contributed to the happiness of 
worthless drunkards. 
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AMERICANA. 
Mr. * Andrew D. While, in the December 
*• Forum " tells an amaslng episode that occurred 
while as a member of the Senate Committe of 
tht State' of New York he was serving on 
special committee of Investigation into the ifev- 
eral departments of the great metropolis. A 
"sanitary inspector" being called before the 
committee, the following dialogue occurred t — 
•• Mr. Inspector, did you have a case of small- 
pox in your ward at such a time?" 
•• Yes, sir." 

•* Did you visit the sick people? " 
. ** I did n't." 

•• Why did yon not visit them?" 
** For the same reason that you wouy n*t : I 
did n't wish to get it myself." 

•• Did the family go entirely without care? " 
** No; they were hjrjinnlcks (hygienics)." 
" What do you mean by * hyjinnlcks * ? " 
•• I mean people who doctor themselves." 
This furnished a test for the various " health 
Trardens" and " sanitary inspectors " who were 
brought in afterwards, and each of them was 
generally asked : ** Have you any hyjinnlcks in 
your ward? " Some of these guardians of public 
health answered that they had, some replied that 
they had not, some said that people '' had them 
pretty bad," and some averred that people In 
their ward got over them pretty easily. At last 
one of them was asked, '* Witness, do you know 
Tv-hat the word » hyjinnlcks* means?" "Yes, 
air." **What does It mean?" "It means the 
bad smell rising from standing water." 

Mr. Justice Manle once addressed a phe- 
nomenon of Innocence In a smock-frock In the 
following words: "Prisoner at the bar, your 
counsel thinks you innocent, I think you inno- 
cent, but a jury of your own countrymen. In 
the exercise of such common-sense as they pos- 
sess, which does not seem to be much, have 
found you * guilty,' and It remains that I should 
pass upon you the sentence of the law. That 
sentence is that you be kept in imprisonment for 
one day ; and as that day was yesterday, you may 
now go about your business." — The Green Bag. 

In England, a man cannot keep a dog-cart, 
light vehicle, or carriage without a license. A 
countryman who ^rove his wife to market in a 
fanner's cart in order that she might mind the 
horse while he was attending to business was 
recently summoned before a magistrate on the 
charere of "keeping a carriage without a 
license." The astute magistrate decided that 
the poor countryman had no right to drive his 
wife about, and that by such use the cart 
became a carriage under the law, and was liable 
to taxation- — Exchange. 



Chief Engineer Fteley reported to the New 
York Aqueduct Commissioners that of the thirty- 
six Inspectors on the rolls only about one third 
will be needed further. As fifteen of the thirty- 
six are veterans, and claim that they must be 
retained in preference to any one else, as long 
as there Is work for them, the chief engineer is 
in a quandary; for the remaining work Is con- 
nected with the construction of dams, and he 
would rather be able to make a selection of 
inspectors on some other ground than that of 
war services. The commlsloners took no action 
on the report. 

They have a singular ordinance In the town of 
Greenup, Ky., where the city fathers seem to be 
very careful of their dignity. The ordinance, 
which has about It a strong flavor of paternal 
government, reads as follows : — 

"Any person who shall disturb or Insult or 
otherwise offbr contempt to the Board of Trus- 
tees of the town of Qreenup, or any member 
thereof, shall be fined not less than $1 or more 
'than $5. 

The word " disturb " has such a wide range that 
to avoid an Infringement of the law the citizens 
of Greenup are constrained to be at all times 
exceedingly careful of their behavior to these 
great men. — Louisville Courier- Journal. 

Newly-appointed Police Justice. — Your 
face Is familiar to me, prisoner. Where have I 
seen you before? 

Prisoner (formerly a police justice himself). 
— I had the honor to send your Honor to the Is- 
land once when I was on the bench. 

The Judge. — Six months. — New York Sun. 

The barber shop of the United States Senate 
Is supported out of the contingent ftmd, and 
Senators are shaved for nothing. There are a 
good many other contingent funds that cover a 
great amount of shaving. — Boston Transcript. 

The Farmers' Alliance says that the force 
bin win "revitalize the gory ghost of sec- 
tional estrangement." We presume that the 
gory ghost is* the original owner of the bloody 
shirt. — New York Commercial Advertizer. 

A Nationalist, my son, is a person who, being 
utterly unable to succeed in business, naturally 
believes that all business enterprises should be 
carried on by government. — Boston Transcnpt. 

Down in Connecticut when they find an or- 
phan boy so weak and sickly that he can't work 
his way they lay a dollar before him and tell him 
to pocket it. He obeys, and then they arrest, 
search, and convict him of theft, and send him 
to a reformatory to become a State charge. — 
Detroit Free Press. 
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The conditions under which this pai>er is pub- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of facts the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem, feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
are, in the main^ collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

The House, Dec. 8, passed a bill prohibiting 
the granting of liquor licenses within one mile 
of the Soldiers' Home in the District of Columbia, 
and a bill requiring that eight car tickets shall 
be sold by the Washington Street car companies 
for twenty-flye cents. Instead of for five cents 
each, and that no passenger shall pay his fare 
until he is provide with a seat. The bill pro- 
viding for a rebate on tobacco in stock equal 
to the reduction made in the internal revenue tax 
by the last tarifT bill was also passed. 

In the Senate, Bir. Gorman appealed to Mr. 
Hoar to drop the Federal Elections Bill, and 
give the Senate a chance to take measures for 
the relief of the business community, to which 
Mr. Hoar made the following answer : — 

" For four days the Senate had been listening to 
Democratic speeches which those who made them 
knew would not affect a single vote — speeches for 
mere delay and obstruction. If the Senator from 
Maryland had any measure which he thought would 
allay the panic, or the menace to the commercial 



prosperity of the country, which had begun when 
the elections were declared in favor of his party (the 
country having been before that in a i)osition of un- 
exampled prosperity), why should he not, after a fair 
and proper statement of the reasons for voting 
against the Elections Bill, let the Senate vote upon 
it?" 

On Dec. 9, the House passed the thirty-three 
public bnildingr bills, which were passed by 
the committee of the whole last session. They 
authorize appropriation exceeding $3,500,000. 
The resolution providing for the removal of the 
remains of Gen Grant to Arlington was de- 
feated. A bill was introduced by Mr. Bland 
(Mo.), providing that 

" the tax of two per cent, heretofore imposed upon 
the circulating notes of State banks, and all provi- 
sions of law preventing or restricting the issuing of 
circulating notes by the authority of the States are 
hereby repealed.** 

In the Senate, Mr. Plumb introduced a bill 
to reduce the amount of United States bonds be 
required of national banks, and to replace their 
surrendered notes, and to provide for the free 
coinage of silver. He also offered an amendment 
in the same terms to a bill now on the calendar, 
so that the matter 

" can be brought before the Senate independently 
of any report from the Finance Committee. In doing 
so, he gave notice that if the Elections Bill were not 
disposed of at an early day he should move to lay 
it aside for the time being, in order that the bill just 
introduced by him and all the other measures relat- 
ing to the financial condition of the country should 
be considered.'* 

The Senate, Dec. 10, passed the House Bill 
authorizing the payment of drawback on rebate 
on tobacco. A bill was introduced by Bfr. 
Hawley to increase the line of the army and to 
increase its efficiency. 

On Dec. 11, the House passed the Fortifica- 
tion Appropriation Bill, also a bill to prevent 
the manufacturing of dies or moulds used in 
connterfeitingr of United States or foreign 
coins. 

In the Senate, a petition was presented from 
the Wageworkers* Political Alliance of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia asking for the establishment 
of a department of bankingTf and demanding 
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" the distribution of twenty dollars per capita per 
annum to each public authority, * such as States, 
territories, districts, counties, cities, towns, and vil- 
lages within the limits of the Republic, for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to pay their debts and 
expenses without any local taxation whatever'; 
and that ' national taxation shall be abolished until 
freedom from debt shall be universal within the 
limits of the Republic." 

In thk Sbnate, Dec. 12, Mr. Dolph (Rep., 
Or.) introduced a resolution instructing the 
Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections 
to inquire whether in any State the right to 
vote is denied to any male citizen twenty-one 
years of age, or In any way abridged, except for 
participation in crime. Mr. Dolph said, — 

''what be desired the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections to give special attention to was whether 
some States had not provided in their constitutions 
or laws such voting qualifications as were not per- 
mitted by Sect. 2 of the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution. He said that, according to 
the Constitution recently adopted in Mississippi, 
payment of all taxes (with a uniform poll tax of two 
dollars) and an ability to read and explain the 
Constitution are requisites for the exercise of the 
elective franchise. He did not deny the power of a 
State to require such qualifications ; but he asserted 
that if they were made, and if by them citizens of 
the United States had their right of suffrage denied 
or abridged, the representation of such State ought 
to be diminished in like proportion. The State of 
Mississippi, he said, was not. the only State that 
imposed restrictions on the right of suffrage. The 
State of Wyoming disfranchised persons going into 
that State who were unable to read the Constitution 
of the United States. The States of Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, he understood, imposed like con- 
ditions. If it were true that the abridgment of the 
right to vote was not permitted by the Constitution 
of the United States without a reduction of repre- 
sentation in Congress, then it was the duty of the 
Senate to ascertain what States required qualifica- 
tions other than those permitted by the Consti- 
tution." 

Mr. Vest (Dem., Mo.) moved an amendment 
instructing the committee to inquire further 
whether by any State legislation the right ta 
work on public improvements was denied to any 
citizen. He read a clause from a statute of the 
Oregon Legislature authorizing the building of 
a bridge and proyidlng that none but white 
labor should be employed on the work. 

On Dec. 18, the House passed the Senate Bill 
providing that in open steam launches of ten 
tons or under one person may act in the double 
capacity of pilot and engineer. 



The extra session of the New Hampshire 
Legislature, which lasted four days, and cost the 



State about ten thousand dollars, resulted in the 
election of a new clerk in place of the old 
clerk, who resigned after the extra session had 
been summoned. The Republicans expect to 
benefit by this change. 



Among the bills passed by the Alabama Legis- 
lature are : A bill prohibiting the sale or giving 
of cigarettes to minors under eighteen years of 
age ; a bill requiring a license tax for pedlers ; 
and a bill prohibiting the sale of whiskey within 
from two to five miles of a large number of 
churches. Among the bills introduced are: 
One confining the sale of ** Rough on Rats" to 
regular pharmacists ; a bill providing that allo- 
pathic, homceopathic, and eclectic physicians 
may establish bo^ds of medical examiners to 
examine applicants to practise medicine; one 
preventing work on any farm, railroad, or build- 
ing on the Sabbath ; one requiring the telegraph 
companies to be more prompt In the delivery of 
messages ; and one making drunkenness unlaw- 
Ail, and persons convicted of public drunkenness 
ineligible to testify in certain cases. 



The Bermuda Legislature has adopted a 
memorial to the Queen protesting against the 
recent refusal of the imperial government to 
allow aliens, even when they became natural- 
ized, to own real estate in the islands. It is 
pointed out that, as all the privileges of citizen- 
ship in Bermuda rest upon the ownership of 
real estate, there is no other inducement to 
become citizens. As to the reason given by the 
imperial government for its action, — that it is 
not expedient to admit foreigners to the privi- 
leges of acquiring land in so small a colony^ 
which has been converted at a vast expense into 
an imperial fortress, as the defence of the 
islands might be seriously afiiBcted thereby, — the 
Legislature says that the present law afibrds 
ample opportunities for aliens to obtain a foot- 
ing in Bermuda, with a view to hostile action, 
since it permits subjects of friendly powers to 
hold real estate for the purpose of residence or 
business for a term of twenty-one years as 
fully as British subjects are allowed to do. 



In the French Chamber, a deputy proposed 
the stoppage of theatrical subsidies, on the 
ground that the country's finances could not 
afibrd luxuries and that all France ought not to 
be taxed for the pleasures of the Parisians. 
The motion was defeated. A motion to reduce 
the opera subsidy was also rejected. 
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A Detroit (Mich.) congregatioii has invited a 
minister from Canada to become its pastor. If 
the pastor, who has accepted the charge, comes 
to Detroit, the organization is liable to a fine of 
910,000, which is the penalty for violating the 
Ck>ntract Labor law. The law will, it is under- 
stood, be amended by Congress ; but at present 
its literal and obvious construction excludes 
clergymen, lecturers, and professors. 



In the report of the commissioners appointed 
last winter by the mayor of Boston to revise the 
building laws of the city, the buildings here- 
after to be put up are divided into three classes. 
The first class is one that consists of non- 
inflammable material throughout, except that 
wood may be used for upper floors, window 
sashes, hand-rails, etc. The second-class build- 
ing is one constructed in a thorough manner, as 
buildings go, but not absolutely of non-inflam- 
mable material throughout ; but such a building 
must have flre-stops at each floor, and must, in 
other respects, be a substantial structure. 
Those not up to this standard come under the 
third cUssiflcation, and so many limitations are 
put upon buildings belonging to the third class, 
as to their location, etc., that it would hardly 
pay for a property owner to put up such a 
structure, except for purely dwelling-house 
purposes. 

Buildings of the flrst class may have any area 
that their owners and constructors can com- 
mand. Their height is limited in two ways: 
First, they cannot under any circumstances 
exceed an altitude of 120 feet, and, second, their 
height must not be greater than two and one 
half times the width of the widest street or 
square on which they stand. 

Buildings of the second class cannot have a 
greater height than seventy feet ; that is, ten 
feet less than the present building law would 
allow them to have, and cannot cover a greater 
area than six thousand feet. 

If a real-estate owner or merchant desires to 
build or possess a great warehouse or manufac- 
tory, covering half an acre or more, the building 
must be constructed throughout of incombus- 
tible material. If he is not willing to do this, 
then lie must limit the area of his store to six 
thousand square feet, though, of course, this 
can be connected with adjoining buUdiogs by 
properly protected openings through the walls. 

Another improvement suggested by the com- 
missioners is that all weight-bearing metal in 
flrst and second class buildiqgs hereafter built 
shall be protected by brick, terra-cotta, or plas- 
tering on metal laths and furring, or other 
Incombustible material; also all upright sup- 



ports in those buildings hereafter erected or 
altered, of other material than brick, below the 
flrst floor, shall be protected by a jacket of 
brick or terra-cotta, or by a coating of plaster 
on wire lathing. 



JUDICIAL. 

Judge Gordon, of Philadelphia, recently re- 
fused a charter to a coal corporation. The* 
objects of the proposed company were ** to pro- 
mote the business of such retail coal dealers as 
became members thereof, and to protect them 
from unwarranted increase in sales and prices.** 
In refusing the charter, the judge said : — 

" The proposed charter, under which incorpora- 
tion is sought, is an unprecedented and startling 
exhibition of the extravagant misconception exist- 
ing as to the facility with which corporations may 
be formed and the purpose for which they may be 
created. Probably no social tendency of our times 
is more marked than the disposition to merge per- 
sonal responsibility and obligation in organized 
combinations. Undoubtedly, much good has re- 
sulted in the past from this method of concentrating 
and directing the energies, capacities, and posses- 
sions of men. Nevertheless, thoughtful observers 
are beginning to question whether we have not 
reached a stage when a check should be applied to 
the drift, which for years, in nearly all social activ- 
ities, has been sinking the individual in the organi- 
zation. This problem, however, is one for legis- 
lative and not judicial solution. We might dismiss 
this application with the mere statement that it 
does not fall within any of the purposes for which 
the courts are authorized to create corporations. 
This, however, would be too slight a treatment of 
the questions of vital importance thus formally 
raised. There is, to start with, a suspicious want of 
clearness and distinctness in the statement of the 
purposes of the proi>osed corporation. This is al- 
ways a fatal objection to such an application. Cer- 
tainty, above all things, should i>ervade a grant of 
corporate power." 

The judge held that all corporations intended 
to interfere with trade in its natural movements 
as governed by supply and demand are unlawful, 
and that while the scope of the organization In 
question may not be of great gravity, it might 
prove the nucleus of a most dangerous organiza- 
tion. 

The Maryland Court of Appeals sustains the 
license law passed by the last Legislature. The 
law contains a provision discriminating against 
aliens. The judge said : — 

** The power of the Legislature over the whole 
subject, under the constitution of the State, cannot 
be denied. The law was an effort to restrict the 
licenses to such persons as would not abuse the 
privilege, and the commission had the power to 
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refuse the license to an unfit person, or, if the license 
was not necessary for the accommodation of the 
public, it was thought proper to confine the licenses 
to citizens of the United States of temi>erate habits 
and good moral character. It seemed wise to the 
Legislature to confer it only on those who, being 
natiyes of the country, might reasonably be supi>08ed 
to have a regard for its welfare ; or who, not being 
natives, had, as required by the naturalization laws, 
proven, by creditable testimony before a court of 
justice, that they were attached to the principles of 
the United States, and were well disposed to their 
order and happiness. It was certainly the function 
of the law-making department to exercise its judg- 
ment on this question, and this Court has no right 
to criticise its conclusion." 



It has been decided in a British court that 
eyery citizen, unless physically incapacitated, 
is bound to assist the police In carrying violent 
prisoners to the nearest police-station when 
called upon. 



The United States Supreme Court has passed 
on the •constitutionality of the [statute, enacted 
by the Minnesota Legislature In 1889, limiting 
the number of persons to be present at execu- 
tions, specially excluding newspaper reporters, 
and forbidding newspapers to publish more than 
a bare statement of the fact that a criminal was 
executed. The Court says : — 

"Mere questions as to exclusions of persons do 
not afFect any substantial right of the convict. The 
limitation as to the number and character of those 
who might witness the execution, and the exclusion 
of new8pai>er men, are regulations which the Legis- 
lature, in its wisdom and for the public good, could 
legally prescribe." 



Judge Baker, of New Orleans, quashed the in- 
dictments of the prisoners accused of the murder 
of the Chief of Police Hennessy. In his opinion, 
the judge says : — 

" It was proved that one Michael was appointed 
short-hand reporter, and that he attended all but two 
meetings of the Grand Jury, and reported the testi- 
mony of the witnesses. The question to be deter- 
mined is, Has the short-hand reporter any right to 
sit in the Grand Jury room ? The rule is to allow no 
one in the jury-room during the examination of wit- 
nesses except the prosecuting officer and his assist- 
ants. The present is the first instance in which any 
person other than the district-attorney or his assist- 
ants has so appeared in the Grand Jury room. 
This is such a radical change from the usual pro- 
cedure that something more than mere convenience 
must justify it. There Is nothing which the stenog. 
rapher did which could not have been done by any 
member of the Grand Jury. The Court is clearly of 
the opinion that the presence of the stenographer in 
the Grand Jury room was illegal, and that the in- 



dictments herein should be set aside. It is ordered 
that the motion to quash be maintained, and that 
the accused be remanded to custody to await the 
action of another Grand Jury." 



An Iowa Judge in instructing the Jury to 
acquit a man charged with selling beer without 
a license made the following distinction : — 

** Suppose a farmer who was to have a husking-bee 
should purchase three or four kegs of beer, and 
should find after the work was done that he had 
one keg over, and should sell it without a license ; or 
suppose a man should give me a bottle of wine with- 
out a license, that would not be a violation of the 
United States law, for the reason that neither of 
these men was keeping a saloon. There is a wide 
difference between the Gjovemment law and the Pro- 
hibitory law: the latter seeks to prevent the sale 
or giving away of liquor by one person to another, 
but the former does not hold a man liable unless he 
is engaged in the liquor business with a license." 

In Pennsylvania, a workman was recently sen- 
tenced to a fine and imprisonment for selling 
a glass of liquor to a police-officer without 
a license, although it was not alleged that he was 
keeping a saloon. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

From the report issued by the labor corre- 
spondent of the London. Board of Trade, it 
appears that In England, in 1889, strikes took 
place in 8,164 establishments. Sixty-seven per 
cent, of the strikes were due to claims for ad- 
vanced wages, although in some cases there were 
other points of dispute also involved. Of those 
for advances in wages 48.3 per cent were suc- 
cessful. The proportion of those partially suc- 
cessful was 81.6 per cent; 10.7 percent were not 
at all successful < and the results were unknown 
in the remaining strikes. 

Of the financial aspect of strikes some inter- 
esting particulars are given. Taking 697 of the 
strikes, the loss of wages is Estimated at £662- 
0(K), while the loss to each individual would be 
a little over £8 6s. For 980 of the strikes the 
loss for the 844,840 persons engaged Is taken at 
£1,122,600. In 216 instances it is shown by 
employers whose men have been on strike that 
the value of fixed capital laid idle was £14,460,- 
962 ; while in 169 instances the ratable value of 
property laid idle was £268,684. In 288 strikes 
the estimated outlay caused for laying down and 
reopening the works on strike was £169,219. 
On the other hand, the returns sent In by trade 
unions show that in 869 strikes the amount 
expended In support of men by strike commits 
tees or trades-unions was £63,686. The returns 
also show that in 446 strikes the weekly wages 
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earned before the stoppages amounted in the 
aggregate to £158,604 ; while the estimated loss 
of wages in 292 of these strikes was £294,176. 



At the congress of the English railway em- 
ployees, the president, in his address, referred 
to the series of railway disasters that had lately 
occurred, and said that the public could expect 
nothing better when signal-men were worked 
night and day, and one man had to do two men's 
work. Men in some of the country districts 
were worked fifteen, sixteen, eighteen, and even 
twenty hours per day, for a miserable wage of 
from fourteen to twenty-one shillings per week. 
They had cases of men at the age of sixty-five 
and seventy working in signal-boxes, the reason 
being that the companies would not give the 
wages demanded by younger men or would not 
grant the old employees their Justly-earned pen- 
sion. Another reason was that the old men 
hung on to their situations, inasmuch as, if they 
resigned, their only place was the workhouse. 



The secretaries of the building exchanges in 
thirty-eight cities in the country have sent to the 
Wisconsin Bureau of Labor Statistics the sched- 
ule of wages in the building trades for each city. 
Where there is no exchange the information 
nas been supplied by masons and builders. The 
schedules have been tabulated, and interesting 
facts thus brought to light. 

The six cities in which the highest wages are 
paid are New York, Brooklyn, Chicago, St. 
Louis, Galveston, and San Francisco. The trades 
selected for the table were masonry, carpentry, 
painting, plumbing, roofing, and the common 
labor required in the erection of a building. No 
one city pays the highest wages in all the trades, 
or in more than one trade. Thus St. Louis pays 
the highest wages for masonry. New York for 
carpentry, San Francisco for painting, Chicago 
for plumbing, Santa F6 for roofing, and Oalves- 
ton for common labor. Santa F6 pays more 
than any other city for roofing, but it ranks 
below Brooklyn in all the other trades. 

The lowest wages are paid in the Southern 
cities, — Atlanta, New Orleans, Lexington, Ya., 
Vicksburgh, and Norfolk, Va. Some of the 
smaller cities of fhe North pay but little more 
than those of the South. Wages in the North 
seem to depend more on the size of a city than 
on its location. The explanation is, of course, 
that In the larger cities the trades are better 
organized. For the same reason, two adjoining 
cities seldom pay exactly the same wages. New 
York pays more than Brooklyn for painting, 
carpentry, and plumbing. Brooklyn pays more 
than New York for masonry, roofing, and, ac- 



cording to the talk, for common labor. There 
is the same diflbrence in the wages paid in the 
near-by cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, and 
Cincinnati and Cleveland. Philadelphia and Bos- 
ton rank below the five leading cities, and many 
smaller Western cities pay higher wages than do 
Boston and Philadelphia. Atlanta pays the low- 
est wages for roofing, masonry, and common 
labor, but comparatively good wages for paint- 
ing and plumbing. 

The labor organizations of Milwaukee (Wis.) 
have agreed upon a policy, and have appointed 
a committee to see it carried out by the next 
Legislature. They propose the compulsory at- 
tendance at school of all children between the 
ages of seven and sixteen for at least nine 
months in the year. No chUd under sixteen years 
of age is to be permitted to work in any factory 
under a penalty to the owners of from #260 
to $600, and in case of the poverty of parents, 
the State is to undertake the care of the chil- 
dren. Prison labor contracts are to be annulled, 
and Pinkerton detectives and members of kin- 
dred associations are not to be tolerated in diffi- 
culties belonging to the State for settlement; 
the pay for laborers is to be above all other 
claims against employers ; trade labels must be 
made secure by law, and Labor Day be made a 
legal holiday. 

According to Gk)vernment reports, the average 
wages of railroad employees in the United States 
are (248 per year. The average employment is 
147 days, the rest of the year being enforced 
idleness. 

The clothing cutters of Rochester, N. Y., 
have organized a co-operative clothing company 
to engage in the manufacture of clothing. An 
association of the clothing manufacturers had 
been formed in Rochester for the purpose of 
protection against the demands of the labor 
organizations, and that gave an impetus to the 
long-projected Knights of Labor clothing manu- 
factory. 

The Window Glass Workers' Association of 
North America will shortly operate a plant of 
its own. Three years ago the sum of $16,000 
was set aside to start the plant, but a minority 
then made objections, and the project was tem- 
porarily abandoned. Now the objectors all 
favor the scheme. 



The Hungarian International Socialistic party, 
in a manifesto Just issued, demands the abolition 
of the army and of child labor, free education, 
and the recognition of the right of the people 
to carry arms. 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 



TO-DK Y 



The platform adopted by the Farmers' Alli- 
ance at the Ocala Convention demands : — 

1. The abolition of national banks. 

2. Laws against dealing in options and futures 
on all agricultural and mechanical productions. 

3. Unlimited coinage of silver. 

4. Laws prohibiting alien ownership of land. 

5. Repeal of duties upon the necessaries of life, 
and the raising of money needful for the economical 
administration of Government by a g^raduated 
income tax. 

6. Rigid supervision and control of transporta- 
tion agencies. 

7. Postal savings-banks. 

The convention adopted resolutions denounc- 
ing the Lodge Election Bill, asking the World's 
Fair management to close the exhibition on 
Sunday, and acceding to the request of the 
Knights of Labor that delegates be sent to their 
political conference next Fel)ruary. 



The Colored Farmers* Alliance has adopted a 
platform substantially similar to that of the 
National Farmers' Alliance. Most of the dele- 
gates signed a call for a conference to be held at 
Cincinnati next February to consider the advis- 
ability of forming an independent political party. 



A Citizens' Alliance has been organized at 
Ocala to supplement the Farmers' Alliance and 
serve as Its political weapon, as the Farmers' 
Alliance does not Intend to transform Itself Into 
a political party. The Citizens' Alliance Is 
formed (according to the declaration of princi- 
ples) ** for the purpose of co-operating with the 
Knights of Labor, Farmers' Alliance, and other 
orders In the support of the St. Louis and Ocala 
platforms." 



Two thousand West Virginia miners have 
struck against a reduction of five cents a ton. 
The work of evicting the strikers living In the 
companies' houses has begun, and trouble Is an- 
ticipated. 



The discharge of thirty-four switchmen from 
the employ of the New York Central at Buffalo, 
which has just occurred. Is believed, in railroad 
circles, to be the commencement of a flght 
against the railroad employees' organization. 
Another great strike may be inaugurated if 
further discharges take place. 



The labor troubles In the Danbury (Ct) hat 
factories have been settled, a compromise hav- 
ing been effected between the locked-out work. 



ers and the employers. The lock-out has 
continued three weeks, and the hatters lost dur- 
ing the time $200,000 In wages alone. 



The French Minister of Trade has just col- 
lected a lot of Interesting opinions concerning 
the labor question from all classes of men In 
the French mercantile world. One hundred and 
fifty thousand question blanks were sent out 
and thirty-five thousand were returned with all 
answers. All Boards of Trade throughout 
France protested against the Interference of the 
State In the solution of labor problems. The 
industrial courts spoke for the nine-ten hour 
day; the trade societies for the eight-hour day. 
All French Chambers of Commerce declared 
that the Introduction of the eight-hour day 
would result in the decrease of production. A 
somewhat unexpected result of the Investiga- 
tion was the discovery that an unusually large 
number of Swiss and German worklngmen 
have been crowding Into French factories of 
late years. 



At a meeting of London worklngmen, chiefly 
connected with the shipping, engineering, and 
colonial branches of trade, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : — 

''This meeting, recognizing in the principle of 
Imperial federation the best security for the devel- 
opment of trade between Great Britain and her 
colonies, the maintenance of peace, and the perma- 
nent unity of the empire, most earnestly urges upon 
the attention of Her Majesty's Government the 
necessity for calling together, without delay, a gen- 
eral convention of British, home, and colonial rep- 
resentatives for the purpose of setting the basis of 
a comprehensive system of Imperial federation in 
the interest of labor, commerce, and the peoples of 
the British Bmpire at large." 



The London cabmen have recently formed a 
union, primarily to secure a reduction in the 
price of cabs to the drivers. Other grievances 
to be redressed by the union are : — 

(1) The unlimited issue of drivers' licenses by 
tlie authorities at Scotland-yard; (2) the granting 
of such licenses to raw, inexperienced youths; (3) 
the competition of railway omnibuses ; (4) the priv- 
ileged cab system at railway termini ; (5) the facili- 
ties which, under the existing law, are afforded to 
** bilkers " — i, «., dishonest hirers of cabs, who cheat 
the cabman of his fare ; and (6) the provision of cab- 
stands where they are least wanted. 



Cincinnati pedlars complain because they are 
paying the city $11,285, while the street-car 
companies pay but $26,029. 
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IN GENERAL. 

The most expensive Legislature In the world Is 
that of France. It costs annually about $3,600,. 
000 ; the Spanish Parliament costs $250,000 ; the 
ItaUan, $480,000; the Belgian, $200,000; the 
Portuguese, $150,000. 



The Canton dollars and parts of dollars made 
by order of the late viceroy have been made a 
legal tender in all parts of China. The introduc- 
tion of this coinage, it is expected, will result in 
the establishment of a national bank, and become 
the basis of a paper currency. 



The New Orleans Grand Jury denounce, in 
their report, the sheriff, his deputies, and other 
officials for corruption and maladministration. 
They present indictments against officers for 
assault and robbing the prisoners. There Is a 
system by which a favored prisoner is put in 
command of the yard, and in the absence of the 
sheriff or his deputies he becomes a ruler, beat- 
ing and robbing the prisoners without restraint. 
The Grand Jury find that the boys' house of 
refuge is a source of revenue to private individ- 
uals. In the police Jail the insane are roaming 
around with the prisoners, receiving no treat- 
ment whatever for their maladies. 



In 1857 we had 4,000,000 tons of shipping In 
the foreign trade; to-day we have less than 
600,000 tons. In 1860 we did eighty-four per 
cent of our own carrying trade in our own ships ; 
to-day we do less than fourteen per cent of it. 
In 1860 we had 90,000 of the best sailors in the 
world ; to-day we have less than 6,000 of them. 
In 1867 we carried our own products ; to-day we 
pay foreigners $150,000,000 annually to carry 
our products for us. — Springfield DemocraL 



A Russian physician has compiled statistics 
which show that the greatest mortality of peas- 
ant children occurs in the spring and summer 
months, when the mothers go out to work in the 
fields and leave the children alone in the houses. 
He urges the establishment of day-nurseries, 
where peasant women could leave their children 
when they go out to work. In some places the 
authorities have signified their intention to 
adopt his suggestion. 



At the Cork police court upward of fifty 
strikers were sent to gaol for a month for 
breach of contract. The company in whose 
employ they had been will in future work with 
non-union men. 



CLIPPINOS. 

. . . The London Board employed Messrs. 
Wall six years ago to build the Eilbum Lane 
schools, at a cost of rather more than seventeen 
thousand pounds. The schools were built with- 
in the year, and in August, 1885, the architect 
gave his cetificate. In 1888 it became necessary 
to repair some pipes under the playground, and 
then a somewhat important discovery was made. 
Under the contract, the defendants should have 
provided "a six-inch layer of hard, dry, well- 
rammed cUbris." They had actually provided 
two or three inches of clay, ashes, and burnt bal- 
last. This unpleasant disclosure naturally led 
to further investigation, with results not credi- 
table to Messrs. Wall. It turned out that «• in- 
ferior mortar and concrete had been used, that 
mortar had been substituted for cement, that 
drain-pipes had been improperly joined, and that 
in the foundations the lower strata of cement 
were soft, and not of as good quality as the 
upper strata.** Similar defects were unearthed 
elsewhere, and, in short, the whole work had 
been abominably scamped. . . . 

The defendants said that all they had done 
was expressly sanctioned by Mr. Coombes, an In- 
spector in the architect's department. . . . Mr. 
Robson, the late architect, denied that any such 
permission was given by him. . . . The position 
of Mr. Robson was a strange one, or at least 
would be strange If a public body were not 
concerned. He stated, in cross-examination, 
that he "had never personally visited the 
schools until they were completed, and then only 
to gather ideas for future schools, and not to 
examine the work done; but he had given his 
certtflcate on the report of others." Thus, the 
only person who examined the schools had no 
authority, and the only person who had authority 
did not examine the schools. . . . The only per- 
son to do his duty was the solicitor who drew 
the contract, and who carefully stipulated that 
the architect's certificate should not exonerate 
the defendants for the consequences of any ** wil- 
ful deviation." — Saturday Beview (London). 



Quebec has a law which provides that every father 
of twelve or more living children shall receive from 
the govermuent a grant of one hundred acres of 
land for each child above that minimum number. 
The total number of fathers who have applied for 
the bounty up to date is about one thousand, nearly 
all of whom are French Canadians. Among this are 
one with twenty-three children, four with eighteen, 
six with seventeen, one with sixteen, twenty-seven 
with fifteen, forty-five with fourteen, twenty-seven 
with thirteen, and the balance with twelve,— BoBton 
Herald, 
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TO-DAY, DEC. 18, 1890. 

A record <^ the facts and conaideratUms which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States, and that, therefore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them, 

J. Mobbuon-Fdllsb, Waltib C. Rosb, Bdlton. 



The Copyright Bill, passed by 
Tiuit HttOi. *^® House, contains the provision 
that no foreign author shall enjoy 
copyright unless his work be published here 
simultaneously with its publication in his own 
country. This means that only the famous 
foreign authors are to be protected, while the 
unknown and struggling authors, the poor, 
who, from the protectionists' own standpoint, 
most need protection, are to be sacrificed to 
the publishers. Such a provision, as Moncore 
D. Conway suggests, will tempt publishers to 
return to foreign authors, as if declined, 
manuscripts secretly copied, to be published 
under other imprints, and would surely be 
followed 

** by the formation of * rings * to prevent fair pay- 
ments for foreign works, with 'corners/ raising 
their price on a pretext of authors* compensations 
never made. The American market will be stocked 
with impaid and underpaid prodactions, with which 
the American anthor will be unable, as now, to com- 
pete." 

Thus we find that, as usual, only the rich 
authors and the large publishers are to derive 
profit and pleasure from this new protective 
scheme, while the poor will have nothing but 
vexation and trouble. The man who imag- 
ines that a copyright bill fairly and impar- 
tially protecting all foreign authors could 
ever pass Congress is very innocent indeed. 

TheiBuaes '^^® practice of this country 

of the thus far in this matter reminds 

Qnet on. ^^^ ^^ ^^ Mosaic law forbidding 

the sale of meat to Israelites, from creatures 
that had died a natural death, ^'but to the 
stranger thou mayst sell it." So our law has 
been, Thou shalt not steal property in ideas 
from a fellow countryman, but from an alien 
thou mayst steal it. The instinct of owner- 
ship makes its appearance very early in the 
evolution of living beings. '* The desire to 
appropriate and to keep that which has been 
appropriated lies deep, not in human nature 
only but in animal nature; being, indeed, a 
condition to survival." The dog which fights 
for a bone, the lioness which defends her 



whelps, manifests a sense of proprietorship. 
Nevertheless, the sentiment of respect for 
property is still in course of development, and 
has not reached a very high degree even in 
the most civilized nations, except with a com- 
paratively few individuals. Intangible prop- 
erty would naturally be the last to be recog- 
nized; and of intangible property that in 
ideas and in character is most shadowy in the 
minds of men. This is well shown in the one 
case by the fact that private vindication of 
character survives long after the law protects 
men in the enjoyment of material things, 
and in the other by the debates on the present 
Copyright Bill. If the question had been 
whether we as a nation should make slaves of 
our neighbors, or should appropriate their 
material property, it would not have been 
necessary to convince our Congressmen by 
arguments of expediency that such a course 
would be ill-advised. The arguments from 
expediency are perfectly souud; but in the 
case of stealing material things it is sufficient 
to say that such a course is wrong; and that 
includes all considerations of expediency. 
There has become established by the expe- 
rience of the race an intuitive feeling that 
theft is wrong, and as soon as any action is 
classed as. theft the feeling prompts us to 
refrain from that action. Occasionally the 
representation of the immediate advantages 
to be derived from the action crowds the feel- 
ing out of men's minds, as in the case of the 
Southern planters when they seized upon 
Eli Whitney's invention of the cotton-gin, 
without observing the forms of law or giving 
him just compensation. Particular actions 
of this sort do not always bring punishment; 
the Southern planters afterward met with 
great trouble; but it is difficult to trace any 
connection between that and their treatment 
of Whitney. Still, every one is convinced 
that a society in which such actions were the 
rule instead of the exception would be a 
wretched society to live in. 

It is very difficult for the average man to 
see how any harm is done to a foreign author 
by reprinting his works here; some men are 
unable to see how any wrong is done an in- 
ventor by making a machine like one he has 
patented. It is said in each case that the 
ideas are not taken away from the author or 
the inventor; they remain his — in his posses- 
sion — just as much as before. And yet, ac- 
cording to the common opinion, the best 
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claim, the only moral claim, a man can have 
to anything is that he has produced it, or 
has given an eqaivalent for it. Now, knowl- 
edge which a man has acquired by reading, 
by legitimate observation, by experiment, 
and ideas which he has obtained by elaborat- 
ing and combining such knowledge, on this 
theory, certainly belong to him; he has a 
right to their exclusive possession, and to use 
them in any way he sees lit. He may publish 
them to the world, or he may keep them 
secret, and use them solely for his private 
advantage. Experience shows that if society 
reAises him any reward he is likely to choose 
the latter course, and the loss to society is 
much greater than to him. It is impossible 
for society adequately to reward a man who 
furnishes it with valuable ideas which it is 
capable of receiving. The question is simple 
enough for the comprehension of the ordinary 
mind as long as it is confined within the limits 
of a single society; every one recognizes the 
justice of Swift's complidnt against the 
printer who stole the " Tale of a Tub." A 
publisher who steals a book, a manufacturer 
who steals an invention, and those who re- 
ceive the stolen goods, are appropriating 
property to which they have no claim and 
wronging him who has a perfect claim. But 
morality is not bounded by State lines. 
Theft is wrong all over the world. Because 
a publisher happens to have an establishment 
In the United States does not make it right 
to steal an English work, if it would be wrong 
for him to steal the work for his establish- 
ment in Great Britain. 

Good deeds may be done from sordid mo- 
tives, and Congress is (fortunately, I had 
almost said, in this case) open to arguments 
of that kind. Still, it is not quite the same; 
if Congress had been actuated purely by con- 
siderations of morality, it would have framed 
a bill which would have come nearer to 
securing perfect justice. 



. . ^ . The Boston Herald, discussing 

•—^ the duty of Congress and the usu- 
rious effects upon the country of the partisan- 
ship which keeps the Federal Elections Bill 
before the Senate to the exclusion of regular 
business, says: — 

No niiui not completely cankered by partisanship 
will dispute the position that, in view of the busi- 
ness depression and business dangers of the country, 



the imperatlye duty of Congress is to aid the busi- 
ness men of the country by legislation, if possible. 
It is amazing that Senators should be willing to turn 
away from this to giye attention to narrow partisan 
squabbling. 

The faith displayed that if Congress really 
would direct the force of its intellect to the 
actual interests of the country, it might dis- 
cover some way of furthering these interests 
is exceedingly touching. The Herald^ in 
reviewing past acts of Congress, is under no 
illusion. It has no hesitation in declaring 
this or that act foolish and mischievous. Its 
criticisms of measures brought forward in the 
present are by no means reticent. But when 
it comes to dealing with the future, the state 
of mind common to almost all men, attribut- 
ing some mysterious efficacy to government 
action, crops out. If our chief, our god, 
only willed, he could change the seasons, 
could make the earth bring forth abundantly, 
could reverse the action of economic laws. 
What has Congress been doing during the 
hundred years of its existence but trying to 
further the interests of the country? Well, 
the country has prospered; so here is a clear 
case of cause and effect. So, for thousands 
of years, savage rain-doctors have gone on 
making rain, and rain has fallen. The coun- 
try has passed through severe commercial 
crises, and in each case Congress has done 
something, or many things, and recovery has 
followed. In a thousand times as many 
cases have savage peoples been distressed by 
drought, and the rain-doctors have done 
something, and rain has fallen. There is a 
thousand times as much evidence that savage 
medicine-men have made rain as that Con- 
gress has induced prosperity by making its 
laws supersede the laws of trade. 

In one respect the analogy fails. The 
rain-doctors never prevent a shower by trying 
to make one ; but Congress does frequently 
impede prosperity while seeking to induce 
it. Civilized governments, therefore, have 
this advantage over the magic of the savage, 
that they can sometimes benefit industry 
by freeing it from the fetters they have them- 
selves imposed upon it. This they are will- 
ing to do at the same time that they foige 
other fetters. Bad laws do get repealed 
after doing an incalculable amount of injury. 
There is possibly one way in which govern- 
ments might aid industry, namely, by making 
their laws correspond to natural laws. But 
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most of the men who compose governments 
are hardly aware that industry is subject to 
natural laws, much less what those laws are. 
The chances are, therefore, infinity to one 
against their action being in the right direc- 
tion. It is too much of a strain upon their intel- 
ligence even to distinguish what laws of theirs 
have worked badly in the past, so as to repeal 
them, — to say nothing of foreseeing how a 
proposed law will work in the future. The 
operation of a law is not simple and easy 
to trace ; just what effects to assign to it is 
not an easy question to determine, and many 
of its indirect effects are sure to be over- 
looked. All this, even after the law has been 
a long time in operation ; but to answer this 
question in advance, to foresee what will be 
the results of a law acting in an aggregate so 
complex as a society, is, in the general case, 
impossible for human intelligence. But when 
the demand is seriously made that such a 
problem shall be solved by men of such in- 
telligence as the men we send to Congress 
possess, the matter becomes supremely ridic- 
ulous, albeit rather tragic for those who make 
the demand. It is like asking an infant just 
beginning to talk for advice about steering a 
ship, and being guided by his random words. 



The reading public is con- 
and'oM. 8teJitly being treated to new ieleas 
as to what the govemmeot should 
or should not do, — principally the former. 
From the number of these infatuated individ- 
uals, who seem to believe that the Govern- 
ment should undertake almost everything 
under the sun, comes Mr. T. C. Crawford, 
the Washington correspondent of the New 
York Tribune, with such an unusually large 
grist of demands for Government enterprise 
as to entitle him to be ranked chief of his 
tribe. 

Mr. Crawford has many grievances. 
Washington is not fine enough to suit his 
taste, and there is no reason why it should* 
not be made finer and grander, for, as he 
says : '* The United States is rich. It has 
plenty of money for such improvements, and 
the time has come to make them.'' 

What improvements does this fastidious 
Washingtonian want ? Listen I '' Three 
great bridges between Washington and the 
Virginia side." The Potomac Flats improve- 
ment should be hastened rather than dragged 



along for purely economical reasons. The 
town south of Pennsylvania Avenue should 
be cleared up ; and the different railroad 
stations be combined in one union station. 
A great national park should be established 
in Bock Creek Valley ; and, not content with 
all this, he would have the Government estab- 
lish and foster a national university, a na- 
tional art museum, and a national coLservar 
tory of music. A national theatre seems 
to be the only undertaking of this kind not 
recommended, for he admits that such the- 
atres have never been successful. But even 
the national theatre need not despair, for but 
recently a writer in a popular magazine was 
heard to utter a deep-drawn sigh of regret 
when he considered the hopelessness of Con- 
gress ever being so generous. This latter 
visionary was not quite disconsolate, how- 
ever, for he still cherishes the hope that 
some individual of wealth may come to the 
rescue and establish this popular educator 
in the art histrionic in — New Forfc — he 
lives there. 

Doubtless an inborn modesty prevented 
further additions to Mr. Crawford's category 
of urgent necessities, although he does ven- 
ture a few remarks on the gaslight furnished 
in the Capital, claiming that the gas is lighted 
only '^ upon nights when the almanac de- 
clares no moon." 

Why are the gas-lighting facilities so poor in 
Washington? Who is to blame? We have 
but to read another article in the same issue 
of the Tribune to learn that our Capital is at 
the mercy of the Washington Gas Light Com- 
pany for light, which company, it seems, is 
the beneficiary of a public franchise, and has 
successfully blocked in Congress all the efforts 
of other companies to obtain a charter to fur- 
nish lights for the city. 

Congress blocked by one gas company I 
Should not that sound a bit ominous to 
those disciples of socialistic reform, who 
would increase the functions of Government? 
It is unfortunate that the citizens of Washing- 
ton are compelled to travel dark streets; and 
it is with surprise that we learn that such is 
the case, for Washington is a city controlled 
by this all-powerful Government, and half of 
its taxes are paid by this same kind parent; 
but it is hardly consistent to complain of re- 
missness in the discharge of present duties by 
Congress while arguing for a further exten- 
sion of that self-same power. First let the 
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GoTernment learn to light a small city hon- 
estly and well before undertaking further en- 
terprises of greater magnitude. 



'^•^U™^" Probably the greatest phe- 
iieffisiation. nomenon in our politics just now 
is the uprising of the farmers all 
over the country. Farmers have been regarded 
for a long time as chronic grumblers, as peo- 
ple who think in a vague way that they are 
ill-used by banks, railroads, the middle-men, 
and the country generally. Hitherto the at- 
tention of politicians has been little directed 
to them, except about election time, and in 
bringing up for discussion in State Legisla- 
tures a few measures which the farmers are 
eager for. The measures generally fail, or, if 
they become laws, are put in such form that 
they are of no effect; but the next time the 
farmers are appealed to it has been easy to 
explain the case and to get them excited over 
some other issue. There have been sporadic 
uprisings before which have attained consider- 
able local importance, but they have been of 
brief duration, and things have readily re- 
sumed their former condition. The present 
movement is already so widespread and has 
been growing for so long that it hardly seems 
likely to meet a similar fate. 

Farmers as a class are certainly tenacious 
of the ideas they possess, if not readily accep. 
sible to new ones, and the ideas and aims 
which actuate the various leagues and socie- 
ties they hold very strongly. They have been 
rather slow in learning the lesson, but after 
seeing the practice of class-legislation work- 
ing very well for other classes, — legislation 
for a large part of which they have had to foot 
the bills,— they hare at last got to the point 
of seriously demanding such legislation for 
themselves. Naturally this legislation is di- 
rectly antagonistic to the classes which form- 
ers regard as their greatest enemies, — 
bankers, railway managers, speculators in 
agricultural producta, and a few others. 

One of the last places to which the Alliance 
spread was New England. Granges there 
had been, but they had not connected them- 
selves with politics to any extent; the most 
they had done was to start stores here and 
there, which generally failed after dragging 
out a precarious existence. But at last the 
formers of New England have organized for 
political action, and certain demands which 
those of Massachusetts will make upon the 



State Legislature the coming session have 
been made public. It is interesting to com- 
pare these with the demands made by the 
Alliance in other parts of the country. As 
might be expected from the fact that New 
England is much more conservative than the 
West, the demands made in the former are 
much less radical than those made in the lat- 
ter; in fact, most of the demands made in 
Massachusetts are fblly justifiable, though 
the wisdom of the way in which the objects 
are sought to be accomplished is questionable. 
The first, and by far the most important, 
demand is for protection against fraud on the 
part of those who sell seed. The extent to 
which fraud in this matter has been carried 
is greater than has been known, and the con- 
sequent injury to farmers can hardly be over- 
estimated. Farmers themseves have not, as 
a rule, facilities for raising their own seed, 
and the injury done them by palming off on 
them bad seed is not merely Uie loss of the 
money paid for it but the loss of, say, half of 
the crop. Still greater is the injury arising 
fh>m impure seed,— that which is mixed with 
sorrel, " witch grass," thistle, and other seed. 
It is almost impossible to exterminate these 
weeds after they have once been introduced. 
There is an interesting question as to how 
far weeds in the struggle for existence can 
adapt themselves so as to survive the unfav- 
orable conditions to which the ingenuity of 
man can subject them. Be that as it may, 
however, it is certainly a just demand that 
the Legislature do all in its power to protect 
citizens against cases of aggravated fraud, 
such as selling vile seed and representing it 
to be good. The means advocated, do not 
seem very promising to one who has observed 
the results of such methods in other cases. 
They are, that the law shall require all seeds 
to be ^' sold under a guarantee that they pos- 
sess a certain per cent of purity and germina- 
ting power; also, that a State Inspector of 
Seeds be appointed to carry out the law." 
The difficulty of proving an infraction of such 
a law in the courts might be considerable, but 
the inefficiency of official inspection is so no- 
torious that to expect good from it is simply 
ridiculous. The farmers expect too much to 
be done for them; here is a case of non dor- 
mienUhusaed vigilantihus. They must them- 
selves be ready to co-operate with those 
who apply and enforce the law, and to prose- 
cute offenders. Moreover, they have a better 
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remedy in their own hands than appeals to 
the law. There are some reliahle seedsmen, 
and if the farmers would puhlish complaints 
in the agricultural papers against those who 
swindle them, such dealers would soon be 
driven out of the business. 

The outcry against oleomargarine con- 
tinues. Of course, in so far as this is fraud- 
ulently sold as butter, the outcry is eminently 
proper both on the part of farmers, and more 
especially on the part of consumers ; but 
merely because oleomargarine competes with 
a farm product is no reason for suppressing 
it. 

A desire is also expressed for protection 
against the gypsy-moth. It is hardly needful 
to say that this does not come in the same 
category with protection against fraud. The 
farmers do not seem to have much confidence 
in the commission appointed last year to ex- 
terminate this pest, which did not accom- 
plish much. Nevertheless, they ask that it 
continue its operations for another year. 

A change has taken place in the feeling 
towards hawks and owls, which are now re- 
garded as beneficial to farmers, and they 
(< respectfully urge legislators to refrain from 
the passage of any law which will have for 
its object the destruction of these birds." In 
this prayer we heartily join. 

These demands seem very tame, compared 
with the radical and revolutionary legisla- 
tion called for in the West. But, in addition 
to their greater conservatism, the hardships 
which New England farmers have to endure 
are not so directly the result of legislation 
as are those which oppress Western farm- 
ers. The protective tariff is not wholly an 
evil to New England agriculture ; and though 
the Government, State and National, is largely 
responsible for stimulating the growth of the 
West, which is the real cause of the decline 
of farming in New England, this responsi- 
bility is not yet recognized. 



JUSTICE TO ALL. 

With the organs of society, as with the 
organs of the body, the truth holds that if 
any one of them is forced to do work which 
does not belong to it, it will discharge badly 
its own proper functions. Tliis is shown 
with great clearness by our Government in 



its inefiScient administration of justice. 
Acute foreign observers are impressed with 
the fact that this system of government, 
including all the branches, Municipal, State, 
and National, is perhaps the most expensive 
system in the world. In time to come, it 
may not improbably impress them as the 
most tyrannical. The most alarming strides 
have been made in the last half century in 
the direction of invasion of privacy. The 
inquisitorial character of the last census has 
been freely commented upon ; but statistics 
collected by different States have gone 
almost as far. Inspection has of late 
amounted almost to a mania. Outside the 
Government, prying into private affairs and 
tale-bearing in the newspapers have taken 
the place of elderly female gossips of the 
village. 'The intimate connection between 
a respect for privacy, and individuality and 
personal freedom, is too obvious to need 
pointing out. In theory, our Government 
does not yet claim so large powers to invade 
privacy as others ; but the inquisition of a 
democracy, even if not exerciBed to the 
most complete degree, is far more terrible 
than any within the power of a personal 
despotism. 

Another thing commented upon by for- 
eign observers is the low salaries here paid 
to judges, especially judges in the inferior 
courts. Not that justice — even what 
passes for justice in the courts — is cheap, 
but the expense is borne by litigants, and 
not by the Government. The total expense 
of the courts is the same here as abroad, or 
perhaps greater, but it is differently dis- * 
tributed; the ofl3cers employed by the 
Government get less, and those employed 
by the private individual more; while the 
money to defray the expense is collected 
not from the people at large but fh>m 
those who desire to obtain justice. The 
result is that those only get justice who are 
able and willing to pay for it. It might at 
first appear that this is directly in line with 
much which is advocated in this paper. But 
there is a fundamental difference between 
justice and other commodities, which makes 
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reasonable and firmly establisbes tbe com- 
mon belief tbat justice sbould not be bought 
or sold. Certain Socialists loudly assert 
that every man born into the world is en- 
titled to a living (whether he does any- 
thing to deserve it or not?), and at the 
Massachusetts State Teachers* Convention 
last week a socialistic pedagogue asserted 
that every child has an inalienable right to 
an education.* These statements, which 
when made with respect to such things as a 
living or an education betray a darkness of 
intellect that no amount of teaching could 
ever dispel, are strictly true if made with 
respect to justice. 

£very man has a perfect right to just 
dealing at the hands of his fellows, and 
any social system which denies this right 
to all who are not able to pay for it, as ours 
does by implication, will perish, and ought 
to perish ; for justice is the fundamental 
condition of social life, and the neglect of it 
must prevent survival. 

Another way in which the smallness of 
the salaries paid to judges impairs the 
quality of the justice administered is in 
keeping able men off the bench. While it 
is not true that high salaries would invari- 
ably secure able men of high character, it 
is certain that low salaries almost invaria- 
bly exclude such men fVom the positions. 
A lawyer who can make $20,000 a year by 
private practice is not likely to accept a 
judgeship for $5,000. A justiceship on the 
Supreme Court of the United States, or on 
that of many of ^e different States, is a 
. position of honor ; but, aside from these 
places, the low salaries paid have so far 
brought the bench into disrepute that ac- 
ceptance of a judgeship is almost sufficient 
to stamp a man as a second or third rate 
lawyer. 

Yet another thing which has been sup- 

* Oeorge Howland, Superintendent o/Schools^ Chi- 
cago: '' It is a commonly accepted theory that the 
public school is strpported by the State as a means 
of self-preservation; but I believe it rests upon a 
broader and deeper foundation : upon the inaliena- 
ble right of childhood to an education suited to its 
surroundings." [As reported.] 



posed to tell on the mordle of the courts is the 
method of appointing judges and their terms 
of service. There are three methods, 
which may be distinguished as the monarch- 
ical, the aristocratic, and the democratic : the 
first, where power of appointment is vested 
in one man ; the second, where it is vested in 
a select body of men ; and the third, where 
the judges are elected by the people at 
large. All three methods are in vogue in 
the United States, but the movement is 
decidedly in favor of popular elections and 
short terms of office. The whole question 
has been very well discussed by Mr. Bryce, 
in his '^ American Commonwealthr* He 
reaches the conclusion that both popular 
elections and short terms have a tendency 
to lower the character of the judiciary ; the 
latter by inducing timidity and discourag- 
ing independence, the former by throwing 
the real appointing power into the hands of 
politicians and wire-pullers. Further on, 
in explaining why the system does not pro- 
duce worse results, Mr. Bryce cites as a 
chief reason, the infiuence of public opin- 
ion, '^ which not only recognizes the interest 
the community has in an honest adminis- 
tration of the law, but recoils from turpi- 
tude in a highly placed official." More 
horror is felt towards an unjust judge than 
toward a corrupt executive officer, proba- 
bly because the ancestors of those who 
settled this country had experienced greater 
evil from the one class than from the other. 
But the great body of the people is not so 
absurd as to expect grapes from thorns; 
why, then, should it elect incompetent men 
of low moral character to high positions, 
and then recoil whenever the offices are 
prostituted to base ends? Is it that the 
people can judge well as to the performance 
of the duties, but cannot select men who will 
be likely to perform the duties satisfac- 
torily ? There is little doubt that the men 
usually elected governors can, by taking 
advice, make a better choice of judges than 
the people at large. The chief objections to 
vesting the power of appointment in them 
are, that they are liable to be influenced by 
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personal favoritism, and that perhaps they 
have less interest in making the best selec- 
tion than the people as a whole. The 
practical objection is that the people choose 
to reserve the power to themselves; but 
that, of course, need not be considered 
when inquiring which method of choice 
is likely to give the bcsl results. The 
defects in vesting the choice in the people 
are, that they have not so good means of 
determining the character of the candidates, 
and that they are not sure of having any 
really good candidate presented to them. 

Moreover, since judges are sometimes 
called upon to decide questions having a 
political bearing, the election is liable to 
assume a political aspect, and political 
questions are decided rather in accordance 
with prejudice and caprice than intelligence 
and reason. 

The brief tenure of office, one is inclined 
to think, is an almost unmitigated evil. 
There are certainly much better ways of 
holding judges to a strict accountability 
than by subjecting them to frequent elec- 
tions; the temptation to them to become 
time-servers involved in this plan, as things 
are at present, is too powerful. After a 
certain amount of experience the American 
people will probably gain wisdom enough 
to see that it is not good policy to turn out 
a man who discharges his duty faithfully 
just to put another man in his place. 

An improvement in our means of admin- 
istering justice is exceedingly desirable, 
though this department of Government 
is not quite so corrupt and inefficient as 
the other branches. Such improvement 
would be effected by removing the causes 
which now conspire to lower the character 
of the judiciary. A change in the popular 
theory is necessary, however, before these 
causes will be wholly done away, and re- 
placed by others tending to exalt the char- 
acter of the courts. The relative impor- 
tance of justice to all, and how it differs 
from all other things, must be recognized. 
More public and less private money must 
be expended on the courts. Higher char- 



acter and ability on the bench will make 
success in a suit depend more upon the 
right in the case than upon the skill and 
shrewdness of the lawyer. The money will 
doubtess be forthcoming as soon as the 
people at large perceive the positive mis- 
chief which results from the Government's 
undertaking work which would be better, 
more cheaply, and more honestly performed 
by private enterprise, and as soon as they 
see, even as in a glass, darkly, the tran- 
scendent good which would follow from the 
exact dispensation of justice to every 
human being in the society, without money 
and without price. 



REMOVAL FROM OFFICE AND THE 
SPOILS SYSTEM. 

The power of removal, rightly claimed but 
wrongly exercised by the Chief Execative of this 
country, calls in question the " wisdom of oar 
ancestors *' in vesting such extensive patronage 
in the discretion, or rather indiscretion, of a 
single Individual. 

Yet, on the whole, it seems difflcolt to devise 
any other plan that would work better than the 
present. Certainly one responsible appointing 
and controlling power is both more simple and 
more effective than would be the case if the 
authority in question were vested in almost any 
body of men. The abuse of the power, every- 
where visible to-day, is not due to the theory but 
rather to the practice of choosing an irrespon- 
sible and inefficient executive, who is either 
ignorant or careless of the tradition connected 
with his great trust. 

The intention of the framers was clear as to 
the appointing power. (Constitution, Art. II., 
Sects. 11, 12.) The great contemporary author- 
ity on the interpretation of the Constitution, 
the Federalist, laid down the ruling that the 
appointing power, that is, the President, ** by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate," 
alone possessed the power of removal. (Fed- 
eralist, No. 77.) Indeed, such interpretation 
was urged as an argument for adopting the 
Constitution and for preventing a too great 
concentration of power in any one office. 

When the Government went into force in 1789 
the question came before Congress for definite 
action. The great departments of state were to 
be formed. Was the President to possess 
unqualified power of reihoval, or was he to 
exercise such power jointly with the Senate? 
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The House of Representatives, by a close vote, 
decided that such power was vested in the Pres- 
debt ; the Senate followed the same course, by 
the casting vote of the presiding officer. It is 
to be noted that Mr. Madison, with Hamil- 
ton, the principal writer of the Federalist^ 
changed his mind on the question of removals, 
and led the movement in favor of lodging the 
power unconditionally in the President. The 
fact that Washington was the Chief Executive 
at that period is perhaps the safest, and indeed 
the only reason for such action of both Houses 
of Congress. 

The question of abuses was not treated 
seriously. The legislators of that day rather 
feared its legitimate uses would be curtailed than 
extended. And, indeed, the first forty years of 
our Government present few examples of its use, 
scarcely any of its abuse. A couple of examples 
taken almost at hazard from the first and last 
Presidents of the era of statesmen, together with 
sundry statistics concerning the later period, will 
best exhibit the contrast between American 
ideals of the past and the present. 

Mr. Freneau, a clerk In the Foreign Office dur- 
ing Mr. Jefferson's tenure of the State Depart- 
ment, published a newspaper bitterly anti-federal 
in tone, yet Washington did not remove him. 

Mr. McLean, postmaster-general under Mr. 
Adams, professed extreme devotion to the Presi- 
dent, while secretly aiding Gen. Jackson. Great 
pressure was brought to bear on Mr. Adams to 
remove him. This the President refused to do, 
since he considered McLean an efficient officer. 
He stated clearly that McLean was not appointed 
to secure his (Adams) reelection, and that he 
might hold what views he pleased on the ques- 
tions of the day, provided he fulfilled his duty as 
postmaster ! 

The removals in the course of these forty 
years were very few : nine during Washington's 
administration, ten during John Adams's, 
thirty-nine during Jefferson's, five during Madi- 
son's, nine during Monroe's, two during J. Q. 
Adams's ; in all a total of seventy-four ! 

During the first year of Jackson's term, two 
hundred and thirty officials of higher rank and 
seven hundred and sixty postmasters and sub- 
ordinate officials were removed. The Capital 
swarmed with applicants for office, the purity of 
our civil service was corrupted, and offices of 
trust treated as the legitimale spoils of party- 
service! Clay, writing eight days after the 
inauguration, said : ** Among the official corps 
here there is the greatest solicitude and appre- 
hension. The members of it feel something 
like the inhabitants of Cairo when the plague 
breaks out : no one knows who is next to en- 



counter the stroke of death, or, which with many 
of them is the same thing, to be dismissed from 
office." Nine years before this period, the first 
movement in favor of the spoils system was 
discernible. 

Mr. Crawford, as a Secretary of the Treasury 
and a candidate for the Presidency, had pro- 
cured the passage of a bill creating a four-year 
term for collectors, for the purpose of increas- 
ing his patronage. With the wholesale intro- 
duction of the spoils system, four years, or a 
Presidential term, was generally applied except 
when cases of ** extreme urgency" demanded 
attention. The result of this, as seen in Presi- 
dent Jackson's first year, is known to all. 
From Washington, the system spread to the 
subordinates stationed throughout the country. 
A couple of examples taken from the New York 
Custom House will admirably Illustrate the prac- 
tical results of the system under which we exist 
to-day. A collector there in the four years 
from 1858 to 1862 removed three hundred and 
eighty-nine of his six hundred and ninety sub- 
ordinates; another of the opposing party re- 
moved five hundred and twenty-five out of a 
total of seven hundred and two. The latter 
collector was more energetic than his Immedi- 
ate predecessor, for all this was accomplished in 
the comparatively short space of three years and 
a half. 

The prophecy of the younger Adams has been 
fulfilled. When repeatedly urged to remove 
from office, he said : *^ I can justify the refusal to 
adopt this policy only by the steadiness and con- 
sistency of my adhesion to my own. If I 
depart from this in any one instance, I shall be 
called upon by my friends to do the same in 
many. An invidious and inquisitorial scrutiny 
into the personal position of public officers will 
creep through the whole Union, and the most 
sordid and selfish passions will be kindled into 
activity to distort the conduct and misrepresent 
the feelings of men whose places may become 
the price of slander upon them." 

Truly, ** A prophet is not without honor, save 
in his own country, and in his own house." 

POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

Lippincott's Magazine (December). — Mr. 
Joel Cook takes A Glance at the Tariff in 
a matter-of-fact way, more for the benefit of the 
reading public generally than for those actively 
engaged in business and supposedly already in- 
formed. Neither argument nor theory is at- 
tempted. The writer contents himself with 
explaining the leading features of the McKinley 
Bill and giving the real or apparent reasons for 
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the various changes the bill has made in the 
duties on both the necessities and luxuries of 
life. The list given — showing the increase 
duties in agricultural products — is quite com- 
plete, and leads one to think that the famier 
was very generously cared for. Indeed, the only 
item wanting, apparently, became protectfbn 
against ** bad seasons." Any one desiring infor- 
mation concerning the scope of the new tariff 
wiU find this article profitable reading. 

NoBTH Ambrican Revibw (December) .<*- 
Partisanship and tf^ Census, by Bobert P. 
Porter, The original intention, says Bir. Porter, 
was to make this article purely statistical ; but 
the wholesale way in which the eleventh cen- 
sus has been attacked led him to change his 
mind. Instead, therefore, of statistics, we 
are treated to an extensive argument in favor of 
its accuracy and completeness. 

The early census troubles in certain ambitious 
Western cities were purely local, but had a more 
general effect later on, when *Hhis decennial 
census epidemic " broke out in New York, and 
when strong symptoms of partisanship began to 
develop. The reasons given for the difference 
between the Federal and Municipal Court in 
New York are, first that the population of that 
city Is always much smaller in June than Octo- 
ber ; secondly, that one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand immigrants had arrived meanwhile, 
and thirdly, that at the time of the Federal 
census the newspi4>ers were declaring the 
questions inquisitorial, and as a result the 
enumerators found their task much more difii- 
cult than did the police in October. 

All claims that the eleventh census was ** par- 
tisan" Mr. Porter pronounces absurdly false. 
He considers the task of corrupting a body of 
fifty thousand enumerators, of all shades of 
political opinion, an Impossibility In Itself. Fur- 
thermore, the chiefs of the different departments 
were composed of men recommended by men of 
the highest standing in both political parties as 
the best fitted to be found in the country, and 
** in no Instance was an appointment refused to' 
a competent man for political reasons." 

"The charges, therefore, of partisanship In 
the management of the census office cannot for 
a moment be sustained, while the results already 
published, when analyzed, as effectively stamp 
out the flilse allegations of a partisan census as 
would the production of the alleged '■ corpse ' 
in good health by the defence." 

Statistics of this and previous censuses are 
given, affording excellent comparisons, and aim- 
ing to show not only the absurdity of *' partisan 
census claims " but also that the percentage of 



gain in the last decade is as large as could rea- 
sonably be expected. 

In regard to the American method of taking 
the census, Mr. Porter considers it the beet for 
this country, although he recommends that it 
be simplified by the omission of several ques- 
tions from the census catechism. He also 
favors an increase per cai^ta pay for enumera- 
tors, and the employment of a much larger 
force. In this connection, the English system 
is compared witii ours, and the statement made, 
that if the United States should be covered, as 
will England be when the census is taken next 
April, it would take, from a standpoint of area, 
nearly ten times as many enumerators as were 
employed In the eleventh census. We fall to 
see, however, why a standpoint of area should 
be chosen. 

The complete report, Mr. Porter prophesies, 
will be superior to any similar publication of any 
government In the world ; and *• those who vilify 
and slander it will take their places alongside of 
the men who only a century ago opp<M;ed the 
Idea of a census for fear It would bring on an 
epidemic of contagious diseases." 

Mr, John 0, Carlisle calls attention to The Be- 
cent Election, and gives what he considers the 
real causes for the large P^mocratlc gains in 
nealy every section of the country. Local ques- 
tions, he thinks, played little part. The people 
were far better Informed and more deeply inter- 
ested In the questions at issue than is usual in a 
Conjn*es8ional campaign. The main reason for 
this interest is ascribed to the extraordinary pro- 
ceedings of the last Congress, which he terms 
the most arbitrary and extravagant In the history 
of the country. At the beginning of the Fifty- 
first Congress, the ejection of nine Representa- 
tives lawfully elected was but a foretaste of what 
came, later on, — the arbitrary rulings of the 
Speaker and the violation of pledges mii4e to the 
people In the campaign of 1888. Instead of low- 
ering the taxes, as they had promised, they pro- 
ceeded to Increase them by extravagant appro- 
priations of the public money, by framing and 
passing the Tariff BUI, granting generous boun- 
ties to owners of steamships, and manufacturers 
of sugar; ** while the people who are engaged in 
other pursuits, equiUly useful and meritorious, 
are to struggle on as best they can without i^d of 
any kind from the Government." Furthermore, 
the uncalled-for Federal Election Bill was intro- 
duced, and served its mission In the unfortunate 
re-agltatlon of sectional questions, and Injuring 
the Industrial and commercial prosperity of the 
South. All these acts tended to cause distrust 
of the Republican party, and this distrust 
was forcibly expressed at the polls on election- 
day. In regard to the part taken by the Alliance 
men in some of the Western States, Mr. Carlisle 
says that the ** organization is itself a protest 
against the principles and measures of the dom- 
inant and responsible party," and that " they, 
the members of the Farmers' Alliance, are on the 
direct road to the Democratic fold, and they can- 
not retrace their steps without a complete aban- 
donment of every position they have taken on 
public questions." 
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AMERICANA. 

There was rejoicing In the collector's office at 
the Boston Custom Honse recently: a brand- 
new latest edition Webster's Dictionary hadar- 
rived. This may seem to the uninitiated a very 
little thing, but the acquisition was bound ^1 
over with red tape, and was obtained only after 
an official correspondence. 

1858-1890 — these dates mark the latest dic- 
tionary and its Immediate predecessor at this 
office. 

When CoL Olin discovered that there was 
none later than 1858, he wrote the department 
requesting permission to purchase a new one. 
The reply came in due season to get competitive 
bids. Competitive bids for Webster's Diction- 
ary? Noah Webster must have turned in his 
coffin fh>m excitement at the thought, then, of 
Boston's largest booksellers eagerly bidding for 
the privilege of furnishing, at the same price, 
hts dictionary to the Boston Custom House! 
At last the bids were in, and formally forwarded 
to Washington. Finally permission was ob- 
tained to purcliase the dictionary. 

This is not ao ludicrous as the disallowance of 
tlie accounts of a Sputbern collector, who, to 
save a warehouse stored with valuable goods 
from destruction by fire, hired, for §50, a tug 
that was lying near by, \ When he forwarded his 
accounts, accompanied by vouchers, this item 
was disallowed, and he was gravely informed 
that, according to section and chapter so-and-so, 
such service should have been advertised' for 
thirty days in advance. A special bill in Con- 
gress was necessary for his relief. Red tape 
binds like bands of steel. — Boston Herald, 

A New Yorker has gathered statistics from 
twenty-live of the largest cities in the United 
States to prove that such a thing as an honest, 
apright Common Council does not exist except 
in small towns. In the cities named, on an 
average, not over one third of the aldermen are 
spoken of as square, honest men. 

Detroit Free Press. 

TKACiren. —Thomas, you are not paying at- 
tention. Why do you smile? 

Thomas. — I was just thinking about some- 
thing. 

Teachkr. — Well, please bear In mind that 
if you want to think you have got to do it out- 
ride of this school-house. — Texas Sifting s. 

**Tlie path to the cow-barn," says the Maine 
Fanner, '• Is the road to success." It is evident 
that the Maine Farmer believes in a stable 
government. — Boston Transcript. 



A village in the Department of Drdme, 
France, applied two years ago to the sub-prefect 
for leave to' bring a water supply into the vil- 
lage. The sub-prefect, as usual, sent the appli- 
cation to the prefect, who forwarded it to the 
Minister of the Interior, In Paris, who handed 
It on to the Minister of Public Works, who laid 
it before the Council of State, and then passed 
it on, no one knows where. All this, however, 
was but the usual routine. But here is the inter- 
esting part of the story : Some official In Paris 
stopped its further progress by remarking, like 
the haymakers in the nursery rhyme, that it was 
necessary to have a sample of the spring. The 
parish clerk accordingly filled a bottle and sent 
it to the Local Board of Woods and Forests, 
who handed jt on to the sub-prefecture, and so -^ 
the bottle was passed from office to office, in the 
same order as before. When, somewhere In 
Paris, an official chose to express doubts as to 
Its genuineness, the bottle was sent back clrcuit- 
ously to the South of France, there to be re- 
filled and returned with a certificate of origin. 
This was done, arid the bottle, having been held 
to the light in Paris, was sent back again to the 
Laboratory of Valence, the county town of 
Dn^me, there to be analyzed. The report duly 
reached the Minister, went through several 
departments in Paris, was submitted to the 
Council of Health, and went through other 
vicissitudes. A few days ago the village re- 
ceived the permission required, having waited 
for it a couple of years. — Exchange. 

Among the Interesting new Congressmen will 
be a Farmers* Alliance man from Kansas. Dur- 
ing his stumping tour he referred to Daniel 
Webster and his " Onabridged ! " A friend near 
him whispered, " Ton mean Noah." " Git out!" 
was his rejoinder: »'it was the ark that he 
bMt.**-- Philadelphia Ledger, 

♦' That 's a Congressman at large," said Gllra, 
indicating a man to his cousin from the counti-y. 

**0h, I ain't afraid," replied young Medder- 
grass ; ^' I 've only got seventeen cents about my 
clothes."— xVew York Sun. 

Whbi:ler. —Did you ever know a man to be 
convinced in an argument on politics? 

Hkkler. — Oh, yes ; but I had to give him ten 
dollars. — Puck. 

It has been ascertained at last why Dr. Koch's 
lymph should pay a duty: it interferes with 
home consumption. — j\'6?/7 Haven Begi.sler. 

The latest ghost dance — the meeting of the 
Fifty-first Congress in December. — ^^^any 
Argus^ 
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The conditions under which this paper is pub- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of facts the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
are, in the main, collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates; thaf our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the (Sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

On Dec. 15, the House passed a bill for the 
adjustment and payment of claims arising from 
Indian depredations. A resolution was adopted 
chilling on the Seretary of the Treasury for the 
names of the several banks In which public 
money is deposited, the place where the banks 
are situated, the date of such deposits, and the 
rate of interest, if any, paid by such deposito- 
ries In return for the use of the funds ; also for 
information as to the reasons for the d»^posits 
and the law under which they were made. 

The Senate passed the bill enlarging the 
rights of homesteaders on public lands. The 
bill provides that when parties settled opposite 
ansurveyed lands and were obliged to take up 
less than one hundred and sixty acres they 
may extend their holdings 

On Dec. 16, Mr. Walker (Mass.) introduced 
in the House a bill for a new bauklng law. It 
provides for an issue, by banks, of currency 
notes, based upon their coin and coin certificate 



reserve, and, in addition thereto, an equal 
amount of circulating notes to be purchased of 
the Government with lawful money. Of the 
funds thus received by the Government, ninety 
per cent Is to be used for the redemption (and 
destruction) of the old greenbacks, and ten per 
cent kept as a redemption fund in place of the 
present greenback redemption fund No tax Is 
to be levied on the banks when the law is com- 
plied with, but tax penalties are to be so 
arranged as to allow the Increase or decrea*«e of 
the currency undtT certain conditions. Under 
the terms of the bill a possible bank circulation 
to the extent of the capital of the bank is to be 
allowed. The provision with reference to pay- 
ing out bills is such that the bank will last pay 
out the bills issued to it upon Its reserve. Half 
of the reserve Is to be kept in gold coin or gold 
certificates, and half may be In silver coin or 
certificates. 

In the Senate, Mr. Pasco introduced an 
amendment to the pending Federal Elections 
Bill. It provides that it shall be 

" unlawful for any person to pay or promise to pay 
money to induce persons to vote or refrain from 
voting; to promise employment as supervisor of 
election ; to influence a vote ; to receive money or 
an appointment with that object; to endeavor to 
influence employ^ In tlieir voting, by the use of pay 
envelopes, or posted placards or bills threatening 
dismissal for the expression of political preferences, 
on penalty of S500 fine and imprisonment for one 
year. It also requires the officers of political organ- 
izations to file with the clerk of the House itemized 
statements of receipts and expenditures of political 
funds ; and the same statements are required from 
candidates for Representatives, under like penal- 
ties." 

On Dec. 17, the House defeated the amendment 
to the Apportionment Bill increasing the repre- 
sentation to three hundred and fifty-nine. * The 
original bill was passed. 

On Dec. 18, in the House, Speaker Beed, 
reversing a previous ruling, ruled that no mem- 
ber not on the committee could call up an appro- 
priation bill, and refused to entertain an appeal. 
The Shipping Bill was taken up and discussed. 

In the Senate a bill was passed terminating 
the reduction of engineers in the navy. Mr. 
Sherman Introduced a bill providing against a 
contraction of ihe currency. 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 



TO-DKV. 



The bill provides for an increase of currency in 
requiring the purchase of twelve million ounces of 
silver, in addition to the monthly purchases now 
required, for which treasury notes are to be issued. 
The Secretary of the Treasury is also authorized to 
issue treasury notes on the trade dollars and trade- 
dollar bullion now held in the Treasury, as well as 
on the abraded and otherwise uncurrent subsidiary 
coin now in the Treasury. For the relief of the 
national banking system, the bill proposes to reduce 
the compulsory requirements of United States 
bonds to one thousand dollars, not to apply, how- 
ever, to the requirements for deposits of public 
money or for the issuing of bank-notes; and the 
limit to which the latter can be issued is increased 
to the par value of the bonds deposited. When the 
amount of national bank-notes outstanding falls be- 
low $180,000,000, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized to issue United States notes in their 
place. The bill provides for the free coinage of sil- 
ver when the price of silver bullion has reached par 
and remained there for one year ; and the United 
States Government is pledged to the policy of 
endeavoring to fix a ratio for common coinage of 
both gold and silver between the leading nations, 
the President being clothed with power necessary 
to act. 

On Dec. 19th, the Sekate passed the PrlDting 
DeflcicDcy Bill. Senator Stanford's two per 
cent loan bill was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. Besolations were offered recommend- 
ing the opening of negotiations with Great 
Britain and Mexico, whereby the repeal of duties 
on their leading articles of production may be 
effected by co-operative legislation. 

In thb House a bill was introduced providing 
that no exhibition for which appropriation is 
made by Congress shall be opened on Sunday. 
Resolutions were offered protesting againt 
Russian cruelty to Jews. 



Among the bills passed by the Alabama Legis- 
lature are : a bill to protect mines in the State, 
and one prohibiting the selling or giving of 
cigarettes or tobacco in any form to minors 
under eighteen years of age. Among the bills 
introduced are a bill to establish a State school 
for the education of deaf mutes of the colored 
race, and one to create an industrial school for 
the education of white girls in arts and sciences. 



An old statute is being revived in the State of 
Washington which may confiscate real estate 
worth millions In every town and city. The 
water fronts are claluied by the State, and 
wharves, docks, elevators, and other improve- 
ments belonging to private ovniers are to be 
appropriated by the State under the act of Con- 
gress passed in 1858 and known as the '' Arkan- 



sas Act." That act granted to the State of 
Arkansas all swamp and overflowed lands unsold 
at the time, to enable the State to construct 
levees and drains to reclaim them. A section of 
the act extended its provisions to aU other 
States in which such swamp and overflowed 
lands may be situated. The last Washington 
Legislature, which framed the Constitution of 
the new State, discovered this old ** Arkansas " 
statute, and incorporated the two following 
articles into the Constitution : — 

" Article XV., Section 1. The Legislature shall 
provide for the appointment of a commission, 
whose duty it shall be to locate and establish harbor 
lines in the navigable waters of all harbors, estua- 
ries, bays, and inlets of this State, wherever such 
navigable waters lie within or in front of the corpo- 
rate limits of any city, or within one mile thereof 
on either side. The State shall never give, sell, or 
lease to any private person, corporation, or associa- 
tion any rights whatever in the waters beyond such 
harbor lines, nor shall any of the area lying between 
any harbor line and the line of ordinary high tide, 
and within not less than fifty feet nor more than six 
hundred feet of such harbor line (as the commission 
shall determine), be sold or granted by the State, 
nor its rights to control the same relinquished, but 
such area shall be forever reserved for landings, 
wharves, streets, and other conveniences of naviga> 
tion and commerce. 

" Article XVII., Section 1. The State of Wash- 
ington asserts its ownership to the beds and shores 
of all navigable waters in the State up to and in- 
cluding the line of ordinary high tide in waters 
where the tide ebbs and flows, and up to and in- 
cluding the line of ordinary high water within the 
banks of all navigable rivers and lakes: provided^ 
that this section shall not be construed so as to 
debar any person from asserting bis claim to vested 
rights in the courts of the State." 

The claim put forth by the State involves the 
ownership of almost every part of harbor front- 
age, and the pn^perty owners interested demand 
immediate relief. The chief complaint is 
against the provision which disqualifies men re- 
siding or having interests on the seaboard from 
serving on the commission, thus placing the 
matter In the hands of men lacking all knowl- 
edge of the interests i f the coast. 



According to a ukase of the Emperor Alexan- 
der III., no Jew will be henceforth permitted to 
embrace the Russian religion unless his wife, 
children, brothers, and parents do so as weU. 
This is to stop the practice, lately pursued by the 
Jews, of sacrificing one member of a family to 
the Russian Church, and thereby acquiring the 
right of earning a livelihood for all the Jewish 
members acting nominally as employis In a busi- 
ness conducted by the convert. Under the new 
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edict, either all members of a family are to be- 
come pious sons of the Holy Orthodox Charch, 
or they are ail to starve together. Under these 
circnmstances, conversions are becoming more 
frequent By another special injunction the 
Jews are prevented from joining the Catholic or 
Protestant Churches, the Russian Orthodox 
Establishment being alone considered the right 
and proper form of faith. 



Considering the many cases of scarlet- fever 
and diphtheria which occur yearly among school 
children, and the great mortality therefrom, it 
has recently been suggested that physicians be 
duly appointed to visit the schools once a day 
and examine the throats of all the children, 
and whenever a child is found to present sus- 
picious signs to send it home, with the informa- 
tion that it is sick, and advise to parents to call 
in the family physician. 

These examinations, it is thought, would not 
occupy much of the time of even the largest 
schools. The visiting physician would soon 
become familiar with the peculiarities of his 
charges, and readily able to detect any variation 
from the usual state of health. And, aside from 
being on the lookout for infectious diseases, he 
could watch their general health, and give in 
many cases useful hints which would materially 
improve it. 



The Hangarian Government has caused a good 
deal of grumbling by announcing that it intends 
to tax the production of mead, a drink made of 
honey, and a kind of plum brandy known as 
•♦ Slivovitz." By this course a flourishing home 
industry will be Injured, and the poorer classes, 
who cannot aflbrd to buy wine at the high prices 
to which the devastations of the phylloxera 
have raised it, will be obliged to drink bad 
liquor. It is strange that a government which 
is doing its utmost to foster agriculture should 
thus strike at an industry the staple of which Is 
honey. — Cor. London Times, 



So great is the dissatisfaction of the people 
of Oklahoma with the work of its present Legis- 
lature that petitions are being circulated over 
the State asking Congress to nullify all the 
legislation by declaring the Legislature not a 
legalized body. 



Owing to the disheartened state of the oppo- 
sition, the British Government Is making rapid 
progress with its legislative proposals In Parlia- 
ment. 



JUDICIAL. 

The question of obstructing the sidewalks for 
business purposes, with which residents of 
every city are to a greater or less extt^nt brought 
in Contact, has l)een passed upon by a New York 
Supreme Court Justice. Some of the points 
raised are new and are of more than ordinary 
importance. In the first place, the Court defines 
the uses to which the streets are to be put, and 
declares that the sidewalk was never intended 
for any such use as that complained of. The 
sidewalks are constructed and alloted to pedes- 
trians, and should be for the use of pedestrians. 
It was claimed in the case before the court that 
the street was narrow and did not afford proper 
room for the defendants. The justice co.uld 
find no reason in this for obstructing the side- 
walk, but thought that if the defendants had not 
sufficient room to conduct their business, they 
should move to more commodious quarters. 
The New York Board of Aldermen had granted 
the defendants In this case certain privileges in 
the erection of a platform and bridge to cross 
the sidewalk. The justice declared that, to say 
the least, the authority under which the Board 
of Aldermen acted was exceedingly doubtful. 



A peculiar provision of the Interstate Com- 
merce Act, involving the question of the consti- 
tutionality of the act, has been passed upon by 
a judge of the United States Circuit Court at 
Chicago. Some time ago, at the instance of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, the Federal 
Grand Jury in Chicago investigated a complaint 
to the effect that there had been discrimination 
in favor of certain shippers in fixing railroad 
rates on lines leading into Chicago. Mr. Coun- 
selman, a grain dealer, was called as a witness, 
and asked if he had not received rebates on 
consignments over certain roads. He declined 
to answer the question, on the ground that the 
answer would Incriminate him. The United 
States district judge held that he must answer 
the question, but he persisted in his reftisal, 
whereupon he was fined five hundred dollars by 
the judge and ordered to be imprisoned until the 
fine was paid. He then had an application made 
before Circuit Judge Gresham for his release 
upon a writ of habeas corpus. The petition has 
just been denied, the judge holding that the 
witness is fully protected against punishment 
on his own evidence by the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution. An appeal will be taken to the 
United States Supreme Court, It being contended 
that, while the Interstate Commerce Act em- 
powers the commission to require the attend- 
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ance of witnesses, providing that the testimony 
of witnesses shall not be used against them, the 
provision is not properly applicable to the 
present case, since the witness was not required 
to testify before the commission, bnt l)efore the 
Federal Grand Jury. 



The Lonistana Supreme Court held that, al- 
though the State constitution exempts from a 
license tax those engaged in mercantile pursuit, 
photographers did not come within the immunity. 
The Court said : — 

** Photography is a science, at least a liberal art. 
A photographer is an artist who practises an occupa- 
tion in which the mind is chiefly concerned, the 
hands and body being less so. Legislative acts are 
entitled to great respect, and are presumed to be 
constitutional, and to destroy the presumption they 
must be shown manifestly to violate the organic 
Is^w. In this case, the ordinance and statute as- 
sailed are constitutional and valid. Those wlioseek 
shelter under an exemption law must present a clear 
case free from all doubt, as such laws, being a dero- 
gation of a general rule, must be strictly oonstrued/' 



A Chambersburg, Perm. , Justice recently sent 
a man to Jail lor eighty days, under the blue- 
laws, for swearing eighty profane oaths. The 
penalty is sixty-seven cents for each oath, or 
one day in jail. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

The Michigan State Grange, at the last annual 
meeting adopted resolutions protesting against 
the sale of intoxicants in the World's Fair 
grounds, urging the election of United States 
Senators by popular vote, and asking the Legisla- 
ture to enact laws requiring cheaper railroad 
fares. The convention also adopted a report 
criticising the national grange for indorsing the 
proposition to make Government loans upon real 
estate. The report regrets that the national 
body has allowed Itself to be carried away by 
popular clamor, and says that the adoption of 
the scheme would create a feeling of helpless 
dependence upon Government aid by those whom 
it is designed to benefit, thereby relaxing their 
individual effort, destroying their energy and 
self-reliance, and making them helpless mendi- 
cants, subsisting on Government charity. 



It appears from the annual report of the presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, re- 
cently In session at Detroit, Mich., that the 
eight-hour movement inaugurated by the Feder- 
ation in 1889 has been successful in 187 cities, 
and has benefited. 46,197 workmen In the car- 



penter's trade, besides others in the building 
trade; 1,163 strikes have taken place during the 
last year : 989 succeeded, 76 failed, and 98 were 
compromised. Many concessions were gained 
without resorting to strikes. 

The Federation decided to continue the eight- 
hour fight, and that the miners be the next to 
make the demand, enforcing it by a strike if 
necessary. The Federation will make an effort 
to prevent an influx of laborers during the com- 
ing World^s Fair. The conven'ion instructed 
the ofllcers to draw up a petition to Congress 
favoring an amendment to the Constitution 
giving women the right of suffi^ge. The con- 
vention declared for ballot reform and against 
child labor. The convention refused to admit 
the Socialist delegates, regarding the American 
Socialistic party as a political party not entitled 
to representation in a purely industrial organ- 
ization. 



A call for a convention to organize the indns- 
trial associations as a third political party has 
been issned at Topeka, Kan. Tlie call Is signed 
by representatives of many States. Als«>, the 
editor of each newspaper that has advocated 
the principles of the St. Louis agreement and 
supported the candidates nominated therein in 
1890, is hereby invited as a delegate. 

The delegates are to meet in Cincinnati, Feb. 
23, 1891. 

The New Hampshire State Grange, at the last 
session, adopted resolutions declaring that the 
Government ought to supply a proper amoimt of 
sound currency; recommending the Australian 
voting system ; indorsing the Conger Lard Bill ; 
advocating the enforcement of temperance law.s ; 
favoring a national union of farmers to oppose 
capital combination; and criticising adversely 
the sub-treasury scheme. 



The Maine State Grange has adopted resolu- 
tions demanding free tuition at the State Col- 
lege, favoring a more equal system of taxations, 
and Insisting on the enforcement of the prohibi- 
tory laws. 



Twelve hundred miners and laborers at the 
Rock Springs mines of the Union Pacific Railway 
Company are on strike, and the mines are idle. 
The strike was the result of the company's deci- 
sion to pay the workmen by the hour. 



There are now 90,000 unemployed men In 
London, and municipal workshops are advocated 
to furnish them employment. 
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IN GENERAL. 

The New York Legislature passed a law last 
session ordering the Police Commissioners of 
New York City to appoint matrons to have 
charge of females under arrest at pollce-s' ations. 
It Is understood that the police are very much 
opposed to this law, as it checks their irrespon- 
sible control over a certain class of females, 
whom the police arrest at will. At any rate, the 
commissioners have long neglected to make the 
appointments, giving as their excuse the absence 
of funds for the purpose Now it appears that 
they have included no item for this purpose In 
their estimates for the coming year, and this 
omission debars the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment from including the item in the 
appropriation for the police department. 



On the 1st of August, 18H9. an original method 
of governing the railroad traffic was put in 
operation in Hungary. The result, as shown by 
the report for the first year, was a marvellous 
increase of the trafi^c on the roads. 

" The plan adopted was the division of the terri- 
tory of Hungary into 14. concentric tariff zones, the 
centre of which is Budapest, the capital. All sta- 
tions within a circle of 16| of our miles from Buda- 
pest are embraced in the first zone; the second 
includes all points within 25 miles and less than 40, 
and all the zones, with the exception of the first, 
the twelfth, and the thirteenth, are about 9 miles 
wide. The three exceptions are I64 miles wide; 
while the fourteenth, or last zone, is expanded to 
embrace all stations more than 160 miles from the 
centre. The cost of transportation is regulated by 
the number of zones traversed by the traveller. 
The fare in American money is fixed at 20 cents per 
zone for first class, 16 for second, and 10 for third- 
class passengers. For example, the traveller start- 
ing from Budapest and crossing three zones traverses 
about 34 miles. The firstH:lass rate for this distance 
is, therefore, 60 cents; the second 48 cents and the 
the third 90 cents. Jjooal traffic within each zone 
is regulated by special rates. The fare to the near- 
est station is 12, 6, and 4 cents respectively, while 
the charge to the second station from the point of 
departure is 16, 9, and 6 cents, which is increased to 
the full rates of the zone if the third station is 
the travellers' destination. The cheapest fares of 
all are those for long distances. The rate is pre- 
cisely the same for all stations 150 miles and more 
from Budapest, up to 442 miles, which latter is the 
greatest distance from the centre that is embraced 
in Hungarian territory. The charges on ordinary 
trains for 160 miles and^upward to 442 miles are, re- 
spectively, $3.20, $2.32, and $1.60, according to class. 
The fare for the longest distance is now only one 
fifth of what it was formerly, while the cost of the 
journey to all points beyond the 150-nule zone is 



greatly lessened — a reduction of about 50 per cent 
from the old rates being apparent where the station 
verges upon the inner boundary of the fourteenth 
zone. 

The new system simplifies the sale of tickets and 
in many ways promotes the convenience of travel- 
lers. Formerly it was necessary to print about 700 
separate tickets, while now the largest number 
called for is 92. This, of course, saves much ex- 
pense to the companies for printing. The few tick- 
ets required are placed on sale at post-offices, cigar 
and news stands, hotels, and other places, and the 
traveller has only to know how many zones he in- 
tends to cross in order to reckon up his fare. He 
has simply to multiply the numl>er of zones that he 
intends to traverse or enter by the fixed rate pet 
zone, which is 20, 16, and 10 cents for the three 
classes of passengers. Provision is also made for 
the sale of family ticket books at modified rates to 
points within 35 miles of Budapest. These books 
are transferable to anybody, and thus the interests 
of the public are generously provided for. Tlie 
charge for trip tickets by this book system averages 
16, 12, and 8 cents for stations about 21 miles from 
Budapest. 



Germany proposes to colonize the newly ac- 
quired African possessions with criminals taken 
from the prisons of the cities. The Reichstag Is 
expected to approve the scheme. The best of 
the criminal colonists will be allotted a certain 
quantity of land and the means of cultivating it. 



The Russian minister of finance has framed a 
scheme by which all Russian and foreign insur- 
ance companies will in future be placed under 
the direct control of the government. The com- 
panies are forbidden to raise their insurance 
premiums without the consent of the authori- 
ties. 



Over one hundred Farmers* Alliance men of 
Evans Township, Kan., all masked, removed by 
force three loan company tenants from farms 
recently sold by the sheriffs under foreclosure 
proceedings, and put the original owners in pos- 
session. It is believed that the Alliance all over 
Kansas Is preparing to carry out this design In 
all similar cases. 



The Illinois Woman's Alliance passed the fol« 
lowing resolution : — 

"The State, which reserves the right to place its 
citizens at the cannon's mouth in its defence, has the 
right to establish a minimum standard of education 
for its preservation, and to appoint officers to see 
that all schools come up to that standard." 
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TO-DAr, DEC. 26, 1890. 

A record of the facts and coneideratians which 
show thai Individual Liberty is good/or the people of 
the United States^ and that, there/ore, Legielative 
Regulation ie injurious for them, 

J. MoRBisoH-FuLLXB, Waltbb C. Ro8B, Edlton. 



Fftrmen' The lack of information and the 
ignoranoe. total ignorance of the facts and 
principles of social movements 
are painfully apparent to^the thoughful reader 
of the platform adopted by the Farmers' 
Alliance. The farmers would never demand 
any laws to prevent dealing in *' futures " if 
they knew of the hopeless failures of such 
legislation in other countries. A priori rea- 
soning, too, might have led them to recog- 
nize the truth that an official is no match 
for the skilled speculator and gambler. The 
demand for measures against alien ownership 
of land cannot be justified by any reference 
to logical principles. Why are American syn- 
dicates preferable to foreign syndicates? 
What difference does it make to the tenant 
whether his landlord is American, English, 
or French? If the objection is directed 
against absentee-landlordism, then men own- 
ing property in one State and residing in an- 
other State are equally under the ban as ab- 
sentees, and legislation against them is 
equally needful. The farmers' demand for 
tariff reform might be looked upon as a re- 
deeming trait, and as an encouraging token 
of a new departure on the part of the pro- 
verbially conservative agricultural element ; 
but the incongruity between this single 
rational demand and the rest of the platform 
should guard us from building on that slen- 
der foundation. 



^^S^^ In a recent issue of the Nation 
Oflicifa*. we learn that there is a pressing 
need in the city of New York for a " society 
for the systematic and continuous prodding 
of delinquent officials." The fact to be as- 
sumed by this proposed society is simply to fol- 
low upjTammany officials and see thiat they per- 
form their respective duties. ** Newspapers," 
8a3's the writer, *' effect little in this line, 
their efforts being too spasmodic and too 
often regarded as mere partisan attacks. 
Nothing can bring these derelict officials to a 
sense of their duty but persistent prodding on 



the part of a society of individuals organized 
for that purpose." 

While New York, like many other cities, 
may need a society of this kind, it seems un- 
fortunate indeed that such a state of afiOurs 
can exist. It is a striking example of how 
the popular vote may fail to express the pop- 
ular will. That any city should elect city 
officers, and pay them liberal salaries, only to 
see the work which they were elected to do 
unperformed, and the public money wasted, 
must be exasperating, to say the least. A 
private individual who employed help that 
required his constant attention and urging 
would be considered a fit subject for an insane 
asylum. Instead of expending energy in 
" prodding," would not the same amount of 
effort result ultimately in greater good if di- 
rected toward ridding the people of '^ gang 
rule," and establishing honest government. 
And if conscientious endeavor in this direc- 
tion fails in its purpose, may we not justifia- 
bly lose respect for this most worshipful 
State, and bow in reverence before the indi- 
vidual? 



Uninteui^nt The St. Louis Ohbe-Democrat 
Opposition, is opposed to the sub-treasury 
scheme of the Farmers' Allianccy 
but its opposition cannot truthfully be de- 
scribed as intelligent. The first objection to 
the paper is of a legal character. " In order 
to obtain money for carrying out the sub- 
treasury scheme," says the Globe-Democrat, 
^* it would be necessary to impose taxes; and 
Congress is authorized to levy and collect 
taxes only * to pay the debts and provide for 
the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States.' By no process of reason- 
ing can this be interpreted to justifiy the pol- 
icy which the Alliance is advocating." But 
then the farmers claim that their scheme is 
absolutely essential to the '^ general welfare " 
of the country, and to make their scheme 
Constitutional they need but to convert the 
majority of voters to their view and elect a 
Congressional majority on their platform. 
Besides, even if it were necessary to amend 
the Constitution for the purpose of gratifying 
the farmers' wishes, our politicians could not 
consistently condemn the proposal. Repub- 
licans as well as Democrats have shown them- 
selves ready and ^ager to amend the Consti- 
tution whenever it suited them, to say nothing 
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of the many flagrant violations of the spirit 
of the Constitution which might be cited 
against them. 

The other objection urged by the Globe- 
Democrat is this: — 

There is no point better settled than the fact that 
the business of a government caA be safely con- 
ducted only by keeping it separated from the busi- 
ness of individuals. The sort of partnership of 
interests that the sub-treasury plan involves would 
increase the evil which it is designed to lessen and 
remove. It would place the financial affairs of tlie 
Government at the mercy of influences that are 
now restrained and controlled in such a measure as 
to prevent them from causing public disaster. 

This objection, which is intrinsically very 
forcible, has no force at all coming from the 
Qtohe-Democrat, All that it says of the Alli- 
ance's system is equally applicable to the pre- 
vailing national banking system. Government 
interference with finance ^^ increases the evils 
which it is designed to lessen and remove." 
Banking should be ** the business of individu- 
als." Has the lobe-Democrat even taken the 
trouble to define properly the ^'business of 
government " ? Poes it protest against the 
innumerable attempts of our busy Congress 
and the several Legislatures to regulate the 
private business of indivduals? The Ohbe- 
Democrat knows that every day legislation 
widens and extends the sphere of ^^ public 
business " at the solicitation of all manner of 
industrial and moral reformers, as well as 
self-seeking lobbyists. Even if the farmers 
demanded class legislation they could not 
decently be repulsed by those who have con- 
nived at the special legislation in favor of 
other classes. A little consistency would 
save the Ohbe-Democrat^s attitude from the 
suspicion of partiality. 



'*'•,?•'■ Very severe criticism has been 
Coane. bestowedby the American press 
upon Mr. Pamell for his refusal to retire 
from public life, at least for a time. The 
notion that time is the great healer, which 
can not only restore wounded feelings but 
can also condone offences against morality, 
seems to be a great favorite with newspaper 
writers. If, however, the crime Mr. Pamell 
has been convicted of proves that he is a bad 
man now, unfit to lead a political party, how 
would his temporary retirement prove, at the 
end of three or four years, that be is a good 
man? 



'^ But he ought to have retired from patri- 
otic motives, for the good of the cause he has 
at heart." This is a very severe demand to 
make upon a politician in these days. One 
of the most amusing features of American 
comment upon this matter is the readiness 
with which the writers assume that in Eng- 
land party leaders are largely actuated by 
purely patriotic motives, though such a pre- 
tence on the part of politicians in their own 
country is treated with deserved contempt. 
Doubtless there is a great deal of devotion to 
the welfare of Ireland on the part of Irish 
leaders; men do not work for a cause at the 
risk of imprisonment and exile, except from 
high motives; but why a desire to secure the 
best interests of their country should be sup- 
posed by American writers to actuate Liberal 
or Conservative leaders in England, any more 
than Eepublican or Democratic leaders in the 
United States can be explained only on the 
supposition that these writers know more 
about the politics of one country than of the 
other. 

Another assumption which is commonly 
and ignoranlly made in this country, notwith- 
standing Mr. PamelPs manifesto, is that the 
measure for home rule brought forward by 
Mr. Gladstone was well calculated to secure a 
desirable local self-government for Ireland, 
similar to that enjoyed by the States of the 
American Union. Grave objections to that 
measure might be urged both from the Irish 
and from the English standpoint. There can 
be no doubt that a measure could be framed 
more advantageous to both countries in many 
respects. Mr. Pamell would, of course, wish 
to secure as much as possible for his own coun- 
try, and it is not surprising that he should think 
he can secure more than any other leader 
on his side. He has certainly done more in 
the past to accomplish the reforms needed 
by Ireland than any other man of his genera- 
tion. 

There are certainly strong reasons for sus- 
pecting that Mr. Gladstone's conversion to 
home mle was largely brought about by party 
considerations. To be sure, it drove his party 
from power, but even a man of Mr. Gladstone's 
penetration might easily have been unable to 
foresee that such would be the result. It is 
tolerably certain that the Liberal party as a 
whole is not strongly in favor of home rule. 
That cause needs the ablest leaders which 
can be obtained, and there can be no doubt 
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that in discretion, in political sagacity and 
cleverness, in ability to distinguish between 
those ends which it is and those which it is 
not wise to strive for, in the power of holding 
his party in hand and giving it influence upon 
the greater parties, Mr. Parnell is immensely 
j-uperior to all the oilier Irish leaders. It is 
by no means improbable that, handicapped as 
he is at present by his entanglement with the 
divorce suit, he can yet serve his country bet- 
ter by retaining the leadership of his party 
than by resigning it to less trustworthy and 
t^kilful hands. At any rate, it is not surpris- 
ing that he should have come to this conclu- 
sion. 



THE »* FORCE BILL" IN THE SENATE. 

It is curious to note the eflect of Congres- 
cioiml elections on the tone and policy of the 
Senate. Although this body is, in a measure, 
independent of the people in general, — the 
Senators being chosen directly by the State 
Legislatures, — the voice of the people not 
only manages to monopolize debate on the 
floor of the Senate but even to direct and 
control the proposed legislation of that august 
body. The most recent example of this is the 
Senate's present attitude to the Force Bill. 
At the last session of Congress that measure 
passed the House; popular opinion, however, 
passed on it unfavorably, aud the chances are 
to-day that a strongly Republican Senate will 
defeat this thoroughly Republican measure. 

While the bill has been a subject of general 
discussion for the past few months, it is more 
than probable that its leading provisions are 
somewhat of a mystery to numerous partisans 
on both sides of the question. The essence 
of the bill, as is well known, consists in the 
proposed transfer of Congressional elections 
from State to national control; that the offi- 
cers in charge of such elections shall be chosen 
and paid by the federal authority, instead of 
the State or district, as heretofore. The 
change is sweeping; the idea is simple to 
grasp; but the machinery by which that idea 
shall be realized is complicated and difficult 
to understand. 

In the flrst place, every judicial district is to 
be placed under the charge of a chief super- 
visor; each election-precinct and voting-place 
is to be presided over by three supervisors, 
with whom are associated the local officers^ 
called in the bill inspectors. In the next 



place, the United States District Court serves 
as a court of appeal and deposit, and above 
these various branches oi the elective ma- 
chinery is placed a State Board of Canvassers 
charged with supervision of the *' supervisors " 
and their returns. 

The United States Marshal, with deputies 
appointed for the occasion, is pressed into the 
service, acting as the constabulatory and gen- 
eral paymaster of the forces. 

In this way the State is annihilated as far as 
Congressional elections are concerned. 

The comprehensiveness of the measure is 
best seen by looking at the above officers in 
detail. The chief supervisor stands at the 
head of the official machinery within each and 
every judicial district. Sect. 22 of the pro- 
posed Act provides that, " in case of a district 
in which there is no supervisor, or in which 
there is a vacancy after the passage of this 
Act, it shall be the duty of the Circuit Court 
therein to appoint from among the Circuit 
Court Commissioners one of such officers the 
chief supervisor in and for the judicial dis- 
trict for which he is a commissioner; and 
each such chief supervisor. . . shall, so long 
as faithful and capable, hold such office and 
perform and discharge the duties imposed 
upon him by any law <»f the United States." 

The chief supervisor thus appointed for- 
wards the names of applicants and other per- 
sons eligible for appointment as supervisors in 
his judicial district. The judge of the Circuit 
Court selects from this list a number deemed 
sufficient to aid and abet the supervisor in his 
official duty. These offices are anything but 
sinecures. Sect. 8 prescribes their duty in 
fourteen lengthy paragraphs. Omitting nu- 
merous minor charges, the supervisors are to 
attend to all registration of voters, to make 
thorough house-to-house canvass of a whole or 
part of a district if required by the chief su- 
pervisor, to ascertain the name, age, nativity, 
and term of residence of the voters, and to 
have access to the Court's records of natural- 
ization, and for certain other purposes. In 
each polling station, three supervisors, only 
two of whom can belong to the same party, 
are to take an equal part with the local inspec- 
tors in counting the ballots. The measure 
is ludicrously stringent aud precise on this 
question: the relative positions of the super- 
visors and inspectors are prescribed at length. 
A ''fair count" is to be secured at all 
hazards. 
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When this process is ended, the supervisors 
send their lists to the chief supervisor and to 
the clerk of the Circuit Court. 

At this stage of proceedings the Board of 
Canvassers makes its appearance. The Circuit 
Court is to appoint three residents of the State 
in which the court is held, to form a United 
states Congressional Canvassing Board. 

The clerk of the court transmits the returns 
of the election to this hody, and, possessed of 
the papers and information at the disposal of 
the chief supervisor, the board proceeds to 
examine the submitted returns, and declares 
the result of the election. This official and 
final announcement is transmitted to the 
clerk of the House of Kepresentatives at 
Washington. 

Certainly, if any error existed in the re- 
lums, the board, it would seem, must have 
scented and sifted it out; at least rational 
people would think so; but the bill recognizes 
the frailties of mankind in this, as in many 
other cases. Sect. 29 reads: *' Whenever it 
shall appear by affidavit that errors have 
occurred in the determination of any Board 
of Canvassers . . . the Circuit Court . . . 
may, by order, require any such board to cor- 
rect such errors, or show cause why such 
Cfirrection should not be made, and, in the 
event of the failure of any such board to make 
such correction or show cause as aforesaid, 
the said court may compel any such boards, 
by writ of mandamus, to correct such errors." 

Such, with the omission of many sub- 
sidiary clauses, — the last twenty-one of which 
are devoted to punishments and penalties for 
violation of the act, — is the Force Bill. If 
passed, would it accomplish any of its objects? 
A question easier to ask than to answer. It 
might, to be sure, conciliate some Northern 
'* fire-eaters "; it certainly would alienate the 
South. 

The testimony of Mr. Schurz, founded on 
pergonal contact with the South, can leave 
little doubt as to the ultimate effect of the 
measure. "I might go on for hours," he 
said in his address to the Reform Club last 
October, '* quoting the voices of Southern 
Republicans, politicians, manufacturers, 
clergymen, aye and of colored men, imploring 
Congress not to throw this brand of discord 
into the South, wantonly endangering its 
peace, fraternal feeling, progrt^ss, and pros- 
perity. And what is the answer ? ' The negro 
has the right to vote. He must be protected 



in the exercise of it now, cost what it may.' 
But when you have two ways to attain that 
end, — one a gradual, safe process, working by 
the forces of peace, common well-doing, and 
the other sure violently to disturb a bene- 
ficent development, and to endanger what 
has been gained after so much suffering and 
such painful struggles,— which of the two will 
true statesmanship choose ? Nay, which will 
the true patriot, who has a heart for his 
country, choose ? 1 know the old saying, " Let 
justice be done though the heavens fall." Bui 
I know also that it is the part of stattsnum- 
ship to see justice done in such a way that the 
heavens may not fall. I do not hesitate to 
say that in my long experience I have not 
seen a measure of legislation which, in view 
of its inevitable effects, was more unstates- 
manlike, more reckless, more mischievous*, 
aye, more wicked, than this Elections Bill." 

Will the measure become a law? Will 
Congress turn a deaf ear to the warnings, nay, 
prophesies, of such a voice? If it remains 
true to the theory of its origin, it will reject 
the project of the House. It is related that 
Jefferson, but recently returned from France, 
breakfasted with Washington. In the course 
of the conversati.n Jefferson asked Wash- 
ington why he ever consented to such an un- 
democratic institution as the Senate. " Why," 
said Washington, " did you just now pour that 
coffee into your saucer before drinking it?" 
'* To cool it," Jefferson replied: *' my throat is 
not made of brass." " Even so," said Wash- 
ington, " we pour our legislation into the 
Senatorial saucer to cool it." 

It is to be hoped that the present session of 
the Senate will justify its creation. 



A SOUND FINANCIAL SYSTEM. 
If a man is seen to fall fainting on the 
street it is a perfectly admissible explana- 
tion to say that his condition is the result 
of starvation. If, however, when the facts 
are investigated, it turned out that he had 
eaten a hearty meal a few hours before, 
and that for a week he had been taking 
more than a normal quantity of food, this 
explanation would completely collapse. 
The cause assigned might produce the effect 
to be explained, but if the cause has not 
acted, the effect must be due to some other 



cause. 
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The above case illustrates very well the 
case of the mooej market recently. There 
has undoubtedly been a stringency, and 
the popular explanation is that there is not 
enough lawful money in existence. A 
stringency would undoubtedly follow from 
a lack of money, and the remedy proposed 
would be effective if there really were a 
lack ; but, unfortunately for the explana- 
tion and the remedy, this lack does not 
exist. As Mr. Edward Atkinson pointed 
out in his speech before the Boot and Shoe 
Club last Wednesday, there has been no 
scarcity of money during the present period 
of depression. There is, on the contrary, 
*' a huge abundance of lawful money within 
the limits of the country"; the *^ volume 
of carrent money has lately been consid- 
erably increased," and ^^ is now greater 
per capita than it has been for many years." 
Nor can it be said that there has always 
been a scarcity, and that, owing to a few 
special circumstances, the need for more 
money is felt more strongly just now ; we 
have had periods of prosperity during 
which '' it was truly said that money was 
very plenty " ; and yet during these periods 
the volume of currency was less than it is 
now. 

What, then, has been the cause of the 
present semi-crisis? The perennial ex- 
planation of such periods — over-specula- 
tion, over-trading, and inflation — is not 
sufficient, because not any of these has 
been indulged in to a great degree. The 
money market has been disturbed, pri- 
marily, by the embarrassment of a great 
banking-house, and the shock has extended 
over a large part of the world. Re-equili- 
bration necessitated the transfer of large 
sums of money. The trouble was not the 
lack of money in general, but lack of 
money in the right place. The agencies 
by which the transfer of money to the 
right place has to be effected, namely, 
banks and bankers, have been hampered 
by restrictive legislation. As so large a 
share of banking operations (over ninety 
per cent) rests upon credit, it is easy tQ B^e 



that anything which disturbs credit puts a 
tremendous strain upon the system; and 
nothing will disturb credit more than the 
ill performance of their functions on the 
part of the banks. Legislation, then, which 
hampers the banks in the discharge of their 
functions, — functions which can be per- 
formed by no other agency, — must be in 
the highest degree deleterious to the inter- 
ests of the country. Consider the results 
of the recent semi-panic through which we 
have just passed. 

** It has caused a decline in the prices of many 
important staples ; it has reduced the profits of the 
producers of the crude products of the soil and the 
mine at a time when the margin of profit was not 
large ; it has rendered a true foresight on the part 
of huyers of these crude products impracticable by 
depriving them of advances from banks and bankers 
with which they would have been enabled to lay in 
suitable stocks of the crude fibres and half-manufac- 
tured fabrics which they may need in the next few 
months ; it has enabled those in possession of very 
large capital to get an undue advantage in the pur- 
chase of materials over those who have but a mod- 
erate, and yet sufficient, capital to entitle them to 
credit sufficient to meet the demands of normal 
periods ; it has deprived the manufacturers of a part 
of the prices of the goods made from materials 
which cost more than the semi-panic prices." 

All this because Congress in its sublime 
and immortal ignorance has continually 
insisted upon tinkering the national bank- 
ing system, which it could not in the least 
understand. There is a tolerably wide 
recognition of the fact that the financial 
operations of the world, and even of one 
country, are exceedingly complex ; but they 
are probably no more complex than the 
movements of the solar system; and yet 
the latter — some of them at any rate — are 
taught to children in the grammar schools. 
Fortunately, the movements of the solar 
system are secure from legislative interfer- 
ence, otherwise we should be treated to the 
fall of planets and the crash of worlds ; as 
it is. Congress has to content itself with 
the ruin of individuals and the crash of 
institutions. If only the future Congress- 
men could be taken when they are young 
and teachable, and given a little instruc- 
tion in the principles of finance and com- 
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merce, at least enough to make clear to 
them their ignorance, men engaged in those 
branches of industry would be less harassed 
by what is now their chief f eai', — interfer- 
ence on the part of Congress. 

The artificial conditions to which Mr. 
Atkinson traces the recent pinch in the 
money market are: first, "the ill adjust- 
ment of the sub-treasury system," and, 
second, " the rigid restriction of the na- 
tional banking act, compelling national 
banks to keep their reserve up to twenty- 
five per cent of their liabilities, no matter 
what happens." One would naturally sup- 
pose that the reserve should be a resource 
which might be drawn on in time of need ; 
and this result is secured in England by the 
suspension of the banking act there when 
the conditions require it ; perhaps as simple 
an expedient as this might be resorted to 
here in case of necessity after the examples 
on the part of the British Government be- 
come known to our Congress. 

Again, " a huge proportion of the lawM 
money of the country is now kept out of the 
bank reserves [in consequence of Congres- 
sional action], for use in circulation and in 
exchanges, in which secured bank-notes 
might be substituted, thus relieving the vol- 
ume of legal-tender money of a duty which 
ought not to be put upon it." Mr. Atkin- 
son compares a unit of money in a bank 
reserve, in its power of sustaining credit 
and effecting exchanges, to a locomotive, 
*' while the same unit in your pocket or 
mine, waiting to measure only a single petty 
transaction when passing from our hands 
to those of another, is like a wheelbarrow 
in its usefulness." The case affords an- 
other illustration of a legislative body 
defeating the ends it prescribes by actions 
which it does not perceive to be incompati- 
ble with those ends. 

The natural remedy for ills produced by 
Congressional interference is the cessation 
of such interference ; and this is practically 
what Mr. Atkinson proposes. '' The gold 
which is now within the limits of the coun- 
try would suflBce to double our present 



bank reserve if the right measures were 
taken to draw it to the place where it 
would serve its utmost use. All that is 
needed is confidence and credit incorpor- 
ated in a sound banking system." To bring 
about this desideratum he would permit all 
the banks in districts, the boundaries of 
which would be determined according to 
convenience, to organize clearing-houses, 
which should, for proper consideration, 
guarantee the redemption of notes issued 
by the separate banks. Such notes, being 
guaranteed by the collective banks of a 
district, say New York or Philadelphia, 
would possess the strongest possible finan- 
cial security, and would be readily accepted 
everywhere in place of gold, leaving that 
metal free to find its way into the reserves. 
Such notes would not need to be forced into 
circulation by legislation. 

There is little likelihood that any such 
scheme will be adopted : it is too simple ; and 
the part the Government would have to play 
is too subordinate, being little more than the 
mere enforcement of contracts. Moreover, 
it has for its recommendation only the fact 
that it would greatly further the interests 
of the whole country, and not those of 
any particular class. But in order to get 
through Congress a measure must be pushed, 
and usually only those specially interested 
in a measure will push it strongly; meas- 
ures for the benefit of the whole country, 
unless there is a strong popular demand for 
them, stand a poor show in that body. It 
is to be feared that the people at large have 
no better conception of what is necessary 
to a sound banking system than members 
of Congress. The silver legislation de- 
manded by a large section of the country 
seems to show this. With both Congress 
and the people too ignorant to be awai*e 
that they are in need of instruction, and, 
probably from lack of training, incapable 
of profiting by instruction, the immediate 
prospect for sound financial legislation, or 
rather relief from unsound legislation, is 
by no means bright. Nevertheless, after 
a sufficient experience of evil, we, or our 
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children, may learn something. As the 
Saturday Renew remarks, it is through the 
suffering of fools that wisdom makes its 
way in the world. 

FORTY-FIVE YEARS OF IRISH LAND 
LEGISLATION. 

From the course of imperial legislation in 
recent years a simple-minded person might 
almost be pardoned for considering Parliament 
as an English legislative body called together In 
London for strictly Irish purposes. His error 
would be one of theory rather than of fact, for, 
since the legislative union of the United King- 
dom and Ireland in 1800, Irish questions have 
absorbed the politician by day and disturbed his 
rest at night. The first half of the century was 
in the main devoted to the removal of religious 
restrictions ; the past years have been taken up 
by questions of a political and agrarian nature. 
Though progress has been made, there Is to-day 
no satisfactory settlement of the land and its 
tenures. The difficulty existing in the nature of 
the subject has been further complicated by the 
strained, not to say hostile, relations in which 
the owners of the land and the tenants stand to 
each other; the habitual opposition of capital 
and labor has been aggravated by questions of 
race: the landlord an Englishm&n, the tenant 
an Irishman by birth or sympathy, and often 
both. 

The year 1845 practically marks the period 
from which attempts to reform the systems of 
land tenure date. Parliament appointed a com- 
mission headed by Lord Devon to investigate 
such matters, the practical result of which 
appeared in the encumbered estate Act of 1849. 
The evidence taken before this commission 
showed that the cottier rent then prevalent was 
often more than the total produce of the land ; 
the tenants were constantly in arrears, thus giv- 
ing the landlord the means of appropriating 
the whole advantage of any unusually good 
crop. In many cases the landlord was so impov- 
erished that, even if he had wished it, improve- 
ment of his estates was out of the question, but, 
as the estates were entailed, sale was equally 
impossible. By Act of Parliament landlords 
were authorized to sell portions of their estates, 
so that they might thus be enabled to pay off 
incumbrances and improve what was left, and 
that in the second place the buyers, being inter- 
ested in country, would improve the land coming 
under their control, and make Ireland an agri- 
cultural country. The Act was well meant, but 
it settled nothing, and created many of the dis- 
orders, tinf ortunately so widespread, of the pres- | 



ent day. The land fell into the hands of land 
speculators, popularly known as land-grabbers, 
rents already high were raised in consequence, 
and the tenants refused and resisted improve- 
ments of the estates as certain to lead to hlseher 
rents. 

Here the matter rested till 1860, when an Act 
was passed providing that, in the absence of 
any agreement between landlord and tenant, the 
rent should be from year to year, and that a 
year's notice should be necessary for removal. 
**The object and intended effect of this Act 
were to substitute . . . for the just and eqaitable 
principles of common law or custom the hard, 
commercial principle of contract, and to render 
any right of the tenant, either as to the dura- 
tion of tenancy or compensation, dependent on 
expressed or implied contract." (Mr. Barry 
O'Brien, quoting from **Finlason'8 Land Ten- 
ures " page 106 ) 

Nothing further was attempted till the minis- 
try of Mr. Gladstone. Not much was to be 
expected from Lord Palmerston, who, though 
Irish by birth, scoffed at all proposals about ten- 
ant-right. His experiences as a landlord may 
have convinced him that *' tenant-RiauT is land- 
lord's wrong*'; but earnest people regarded 
the expression as a bon mott rather than a solu- 
tion of the difficulty. 

After disestablisiiing the Irish Church, Mr. 
Gladstone tiu'ned his attention to devise a sim- 
plification of the difficulties and irregularities of 
the existing land-tenures. The cottier rent, as 
above stated, was unfortunately common, and 
differed from the English pack-rent, properly so 
called, in the fact that the latter arose from the 
competition of capital for Investment, while in 
the former case the competition was entirely 
among the laborers for land and existence. The 
rent offered is thus not only exorbitant but 
really beyond the ability of the tenant to pay — 
and the landlord to collect. Arrears and eviction 
are the result. 

In some of the more prosperous parts of Ire- 
land a system known as the Ulster Tenant-right 
prevailed ; but it existed as a matter of custom, 
not by any legal sanction. Besides the compen- 
sation from the landlord for any unexhausted 
improvements due to the tenant's capital and 
skill, the outgoing tenant received a sum from 
the incoming tenant sometimes equal in value to 
the fee-simple of the land. By the payment of 
this latter sum the new tenant secured the good- 
will of the former. The Act of 1870 legalized 
these customs wherever they existed, and gave 
the tenant a right before the law to claim and 
enforce the advantages of his industry. In 
addition to this recognition of customary ten- 
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ures, the Act endeavored to introduce ihe prin- 
ciple of security against eviction, by providing 
that the evicted tenant should be compensated 
for all his improvements, and that he should 
receive an additional compensation for eviction, 
provided always such eviction did not arise 
from non-payment of rent. As eviction was 
most frequent from the poorer holdings, the 
rate of compensation was higher for this class, 
in the hope that pressure might thus be brought 
to l>ear on the landlords. For example: the 
extreme compensation for £10-holdin^s was 
not to exceed a seven-years' rent, that is £70. 
A higher rent paid a lower rate. 

To encourage purchase of small holdings, and 
thus indirectly solve the question of tenancy, 
'the government proposed to advance two thirds 
of the purchase-money to any tenant desirous of 
buying his holding, provided the landlord wishet I 
to sell. 

The Act of 1870 faced the difficulties of the 
situation in a straightforward manner, but it 
failed to effect the settlement of this question. 
The serious objection to the measure was that 
any improvement of an estate raised the rent, 
and if the rent were not paid there could be no 
compensation for eviction. After having lived 
years on one holding, the small farmer grew at- 
tached to the soil, and keenly felt the hardship 
of starting life again in a new quarter. 

With the success of the Liberals at the gen- 
eral election of 1880, Mr. Gladstone again came 
into power, and proceeded to deal with the ques- 
tion in such a manner as to remedy the short- 
comings of his previous measure. The Land 
Act of 1881 was passed, a measure, said the late 
Mr. Fawcett, ** based upon a principle which 
probably nothing but the exceptional condition 
of Ireland and the peculiar nature of the tenure 
which had always obtained there could Justify." 

The main provisions of this act were popu- 
larly called the three F's, from the principal 
three clauses of the bill : fair rent, fixity of ten- 
ure, and free sale. 

The fair rent was a Judicial matter: If the 
tenant was dissatisfied with the rent proposed 
he had access to the Land Court, established for 
that purpose, and a rent was there settled by an 
examination of the circimistances of the particu- 
lar case. When the rent was thus determined, 
it was to bind both parties for fifteen years, at 
the end of which period it again be subject to 
judicial revision. In this manner fixity of tenure 
was assured and the tenant could not be dis- 
turbed except by his own act. The last F was 
free sale. In this case the outgoing tenant was 
to enjoy the privilege of selling his interest in 
his holding to the highest bidder, who would then 



succeed to all the rights of the seller. The sale 
was to be free; but a presumption existed In 
favor of the landlord, should he wish to pur- 
chase. 

The previous act advanced, it will be remem- 
bered, two thirds of the purchasing money. The 
present act retained the principle involved and 
increased the sum advanced to three fourths of 
the whole purchasing price. 

The acts of 1870 and 1881 attempted no solu- 
tion of the question of arrears of rent, which, 
unfortunately, was too common, and in reality 
lay at the bottom of the distress. The '* Arrears 
of Hent Act (1882) proposed a settlement: the 
arrears of the tenant were to be wiped out, and 
no landlord was to have any right to claim more 
than two years rent in any case whatever. To 
ease matters and set the tenants on their feet 
again, the government advanced money on easy 
terms to enable the tenants to satisfy the out- 
standing claims against them. This question, 
like the other questions arising from the recent 
land legislation, was to be intrusted to the Land 
Court established and specially charged to carry 
the provisions of the act into force. 

Troubles arising from arrears have been and 
are of frequent occurrence. The action of the 
government, it was hoped, would do away with 
the whole question and the consequent difficul- 
ties — and for the time being the rqstilts answered 
the expectations. All arrears to 1882 were set- 
tled, but since then the tenants have fallen Into 
debt, and much the same state of afikirs exists 
to-day as before the passage of the act. 

In 1885, Lord Ashbourne, on behalf of the 
Conservative Ministry, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide greater facilities for the sale of land to oc- 
cupying tenants. There was a block In the Irish 
land market, and the action of the government 
was to get rid of this difficulty. By the bill 
more generous terms were given to those who, 
under the Act of 1881, borrowed three fourths 
of the purcha>e-money. The advance would be 
made at four per cent, with forty-nine years 
allowed for repayment. To future borrowers 
the whole of the purchasing money In question 
would be advanced. One fifth of this sum 
would be retained by the commissioners till the 
purchasers paid a sum equal to one fifth of the 
whole. The surplus of the Disestablished 
Church Funds was to be held as a guarantee to 
secure the State from loss. To accomplish the 
purpose of the bill advances would be made to the 
extent of £5,000,000. As in the previous acts, 
the Irish Land Commission was to take charge 
of difficulties arising under the measure. The 
bill passed both Houses without material altera- 
tion and became a law. Three years it was 
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amended, and its sphere of application somewhat 
extended. 

The results of these forty-five years have not 
been so great nor so encouraging as might have 
been expected from the evident earnestness with 
which English ministries have grappled with 
the questions. Some kind of order has l>een 
brought out of disorder, but much remains to be 
done. England owes Ireland a settlement of 
the land question, but as the disorder is the 
result of centuries, it Is no wonder if a couple 
of generations have been unable to redress the 
grievances under which the tenants of Ireland 
suffer. 



**THE DUTIES OF WEALTH." 

The question broached some time since by the 
author of ** Triumphant Democracy" In reference 
to the use and abuse of wealth by the possessors 
of large fortunes is receiving considerable 
attention Just now. The question. What shall 
the rich do with their money, or rather, What 
ought the rich to do with their surplus wealth, 
was, it will be remembered, answered by Mr. Car- 
negie somewhat as follows : The rich ought to 
regard themselves as trustees, rather than abso- 
lute owners of their surplus wealth, and use it, 
not for private ends of profit or pleasure but 
for public ends, — for the good of the poor 
and unfortunate. Mr. Carnegie holds it to be 
the duty of the rich to devote themselves to the 
moral and mental improvement of those wh:>, 
unaided, cannot survive in the present intense 
struggle for existence or supremacy. Mr. 
Gladstone, while expressing his joy at the spirit 
and substance of Mr. Carnegie's humanitarian 
declaration, sought to improve it and render 
it more fruitful, by suggesting an important 
amendment. Instead of separate individual 
efforts, he favors organized and united action, 
and recommends that all those wealthy persons 
who share Mr. Carnegie's view of the rights and 
duties of wealth should form an association, into 
whose treasury they might contribute annually 
certain fixed sums, pledged at the start, and 
which should look after the disposal of the 
funds. 

The fact that such a movement is so earnestly 
spoken of goes far to vindicate our society from 
the charges of alarmists and cynical pessimists. 
Considering that revolutionary communists and 
socialists are ready to denounce all possess- 
ors of wealth as fiends incarnate, destitute of 
all altruistic feelings and broad ideas, and that 
the very poor and uneducated working-people 
are ready to listen to these eager •* reformers," 
and shape their conduct, collective and personal. 



on those gloomy conceptions, it is gratifying to 
find millionaires concerning themselves with the 
conditions of the poor, and devising means of 
affording them relief. An association such as 
Mr. Gladstone proposes could certainly achieve 
more success than Qen. Booth is likely to meet 
with ; yet Gen. Booth has no difficulty in collect- 
ing the enormous amount of money needed for 
the execution of his scheme. 

However, in connection with this doubtless 
worthy enterprise stands a vital problem to 
which attention has been called by a writer in 
the December Nineteenth Century, Are million- 
aires the natural result of a natural political and 
industrial state of affairs? Is it true, as Mr. Car- 
negie frankly assumes, that the natural evolution 
of industrial relations has brought about a con- 
dition characterized by the presence of exceed- 
ingly wealthy capitalists on the one hand and an 
army of under-paid and needy toilers on the 
other? The writer referred to objects to Mr. 
Carnegie's assumption, and vigorously argues 
that the condition which makes millionaires 
possible Is an artificial and violent one. He calls 
upon the benevolent millionaires to go back of 
the facts presented to them and Inquire into their 
causes. He assures them that they will find 
** unrestricted competition and the tariff" to be 
the causes of the evils they seek partially to 
redress. And he naturally suggests that the 
elimination or abolition of those pemicloas 
factors ought to engage the attention of the 
true lovers of equity, rather than the relatively 
unimportant question of diminishing the amount 
of suffering infiicted. 

The writer's ascription of industrial ills to 
" unrestricted competition and the tariff" appears 
absurd. If the tariff is bad It is bad because it 
restricts competition ; and to abolish it would 
mean to leave competition by so much freer and 
more unrestricted. If, on the other hand, unre- 
stricted competition is bad, then the tarifT, by 
restricting competition, can but do good. We 
take it that the writer is leaning in the direction 
of State Socialism, which hypothesis makes his 
statement intelligible enough. He wishes the 
State, and not private employers, to derive the 
benefits of restricted competition ; while the tariff 
conduces merely lo the advantage of **home 
manufacturers." While much may be said 
against State monopoly of Industry as an ideal. 
It is by no means impossible that the restriction 
of competition by purely voluntary agencies 
might be a good thing, and that ** the fnture 
belongs to co-operation," as the phrase is, pro- 
vided that voluntary co-operation is understood. 

But, as the author says, the question of Justice 
is more important than questions arising under 
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a condition based on injustice. Onr tboaghtf ul 
millionaires, in common with tlie non-mlUion- 
aires, should first inquire whether the millions 
in the hands of the few have not been put there 
bj illegitimate, unjust legislation, and by State 
interference with industry, trade, and finance. 
Only such an investigation can teach them how 
to be serviceable, in the true sense, to social 
progress. 



"THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY." 

A remarkable article, with the above title, by 
Messrs. S. D. Warren and L. D. Brandeis, 
appears in the Marvard Law Beview for Decem- 
ber. The subject is of such interest and impor- 
tance that we attempt a summary, giving as far 
as possible the exact words of the authors ; but 
this will be a poor substitute for the original, 
which is enriched by a wealth of citations and 
illustrations rare in a magazine article. 

The central position is that the common law 
contains a principle which, if 'properly applied 
by the courts, is adequate to protect the individ- 
ual against being dragged into publicity by news- 
paper enterprise, instantaneous photographs, and 
other mechanical Inventions. 

** That the individual shall have full protection 
in person and in property is a principle as old as 
the common law ; but it has been found neces- 
sary from time to time to define anew the exact 
nature and extent of such protection. Political, 
social, and economic changes entail the recogni- 
tion of new rights, and the common law, in its 
eternal youth, grows to meet the demands of 
society. Thus in very early times, the law gave 
a remedy merely for physical interference with 
life and property, for trespasses vi et armis* 
Then the ** right to life" served only to protect 
the subject from battery in its various forms ; 
lil)erty meant freedom from actual restraint; and 
the right to property secured to the individual 
his lands and his cattle. Later there came a 
recognition of man*s spiritual nature, of his 
feelings, and his intellect. Gradually the scope 
of these legal rights broadened, and now the 
right to life has come to mean the right to enjoy 
life, — the right to be let alone. The right to 
liberty secures the exercise of extensive civil 
privileges, and the term " property " has grown 
to comprise every form of possession — intangi- 
ble as well as tangible. 

*' Thus, with the recognition of the legal value 
of sensations, the protection against actual bodily 
injury was extended to prohibit mere attempts 
to do such injury ; that is, the putting another 
in fear of such injury. From the action of bat- 
tery grew that of assault. Much later there 



came a qualified protection of the individual 
against ofllensive noises and odors, against dust 
and smoke and excessive vibration. The law of 
nuisance was developed. So regard for human 
emotions soon extended the scope of personal 
immunity beyond the body of the individual. 
His reputation, the standing among his fellow- 
men was considered, and the law of slander and 
libel arose. Man's family relations became a 
part of the legal conception of his life, and the 
alienation of a wife's afllsctions was held reme- 
diable Occasionally the law halted, — as in 
its refusal to recognize the intrusion by seduc- 
tion upon the honor of the family. But even 
here the demands of society were met. A mean 
fiction, the action per quod servUium amisUt was 
resorted to, and by allowing damages for injury 
to the parents' feelings, an adequate remedy was 
ordinarily afforded. Similar to the expansion of 
the right to life was the groMrth of the legal 
conception of property. From corporeal prop- 
erty arose the incorporeal rights issuing out of 
it; and then there opened the wide realm of 
intangible property, in the products and pro- 
cesses of the mind, as works of literature and 
art, good-will, trade secrets and trade-marks. 

** Recent inventions and business methods call 
attention to the next step which must be taken 
for the protection of the person, and for se- 
curing to the individual what Judge Cooley 
calls the right ** to be let alone." Instantaneous 
photographs and newspaper enterprise have 
invaded the sacred precincts of private and 
domestic life; and numerous mechanical de- 
vices threaten to make good the prediction that 
** what is whispered in the closet shall be pro- 
claimed from the house-tops." For years there 
has been a feeling that the law must afford some 
remedy for the unauthorized circulation of por- 
traits of private persons; and the evil of the 
invasion of privacy by the newspapers, long 
keenly felt, has been but recently discussed by 
an able writer. The alleged facts of a some- 
what notorious case brought before an inferior 
tribunal in New York a few months ago directly 
involved the consideration of the right of cir- 
culating portraits; and the question whether 
our law will recognize and protect the right to 
privacy in this and in other respects must soon 
come before our courts for consideration. 

**It is our purpose to consider whether the 
existing law affords a principle which can 
properly be invoked to protect the privacy of 
the individual, and, if it does, what the nature 
and extent of such protection is. 

'* The common law secures to each individual 
the right of determining, ordinarily, to what 
extent his thoughts, sentiments, and emotions 
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shall be conSmunicated to otherd. Under our 
system of government, he can never be com- 
pelled to express them (except when upon the 
witness stand) ; and even if he has chosen to 
give them expression, he generally retains the 
power of fixing the limits of the publicity which 
shall be given them. 

** What is the nature, the basis, of the right to 
prevent the publication of manuscripts or works 
of art? That this protection cannot rest upon 
the right to literary or artistic property In any 
exact sense appears clearly when the subject 
matter as to which protection is invoked is not 
even in the form of Intellectual property, and 
has the attributes of ordinary tangible prop- 
erty. Suppose a man has a collection of gems 
or curiosities which he keeps privave : it would 
hardly be contended that any person obtaiuing 
the knowledge could publish a catalogue of 
them, and yet the articles enumerated are cer- 
tainly not intellectual property In the legal 
sense, any more than a collection of stoves or 
of chairs would be. 

*' These considerations lead to the conclusion 
that the protection afforded to thoughts, senti- 
ments, and emotions, expressed through the 
medium of writing or of the arts, so far as it 
consists in preventing publication, is merely an 
Instance of the enforcement of the more gen- 
eral right of the Individual to be let alone. It 
Is like the right not to be assaulted or beaten, 
the right not to be imprisoned, the right not to 
be maliciously prosecuted, the right not to be 
defamed. In each of these rights, as indeed 
in all other rights recognized by the law, there 
inheres the quality of being owned or possessed 
— and as that Is the distinguishing attribute of 
property there may be some propriety in speak- 
iug of these rights as property. But, obviously, 
they bear little resemblance to what is ordi- 
narily comprehended under that term. The 
principle which protects personal writings and 
all other personal productions, not against theft 
and physical appropriation but against publica- 
tion In any form, is in reality not the principle 
of private property but that of an Inviolate 
personality. 

' If we are correct in this conclusion, the exist- 
ing law affords a principle which may be in- 
voked to protect the prlvacey of the individual 
from invasion either by the too enterprising 
press, the photographer, or the possessor of 
any other modern device for recording of re- 
producing scenes or sounds. For the protec- 
tion afforded is not confined by the authorities 
to those cases where any particular medium or 
form of expression has been adopted, nor to 



products of the Intellect. The same protection 
is afforded to emotions and sensations expressed 
in a musical composition, or other work of art, 
as to a literary composition ; and words spoken, 
a pantomime acted, a sonata performed, is no 
less entitled to protection than if each had been 
reduced to writing. The circumstance that a 
thought or emotion has been recorded In a per- 
manent form renders its identification easier, 
and hence may be important from the point of 
view of evidence, but It has no significance as a 
matter of substantive right. If, then, the prin- 
ciples indicate a general right to privacy for 
thoughts, emotions, and sensations, they should 
receive the same protection, whether expressed 
in writing, or in conduct, or In conversation, in 
attitudes, or in facial expression. 

** We must therefore conclude that the rights, 
so protected, whatever their exact nature, are 
not rights arising from contract or from special 
trust, but are rights as against the world ; and, 
as above stated, the principle which has been 
applied to protect these rights is In reality not 
the principle of private property, unless that 
word be used In an extended and unusual sense. 
The principle which protects personal writings 
and any other productions of the intellect or of 
the emotions is the right to privacy, and the 
law has n » new principle to formulate when it 
extends this protection to the personal appear- 
ance, the sayings, the acts, and personal rela- 
tions, domestic or otherwise. 

•* If the Invasion of privacy constitutes a legal 
injuria t the elements for demanding redress 
exist, since already the value of mental suffering 
caused by an act wrongful In itself is recog- 
nized as a basis for compensation. 

** The right of one who has remained a private 
individual to prevent his public proiraiture 
presents the simplest case for such extension ; 
the right to protect one's self from pen por- 
traiture, from a discussion by the pres;* of one*s 
private affairs, would be a more important and 
far-reaching one. If casual and unimportant 
statements in a letter, if handiwork however inar- 
tistic and valueless, if possessions of all sorts 
are protected not only against reproduction but 
against description and enumeration, how much 
more should the acts and sayings of a man in 
his social and domestic relations be guarded 
fmm ruthless publicity. If you may not re- 
produce a woman's face photographically with- 
out her consent, how much less should be 
tolerated the reproduction of her face, her form, 
and her actions, by graphic descriptions colored 
to suit a gross and depraved imagination." 

The article concludes with a discussion on the 
limits to the right to privacy, and with a few 
words as to remedies for the infraction of this 
right. The remedies are : — 

* * 1 . An action of tort for damages in all cases. 
Even in the absence of special damages, substan- 
tial compensation could be allowed for injury 
to feelings, as in the action of slander and libel. 

»* 2. An injunction. In perhaps a very limited 
class of cases. 

*• It would doubtless be desirable that the 
privacy of the inrllvidual should receive the 
added protection of the criminal law, but for 
this legislation would be required " 
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AMERICANA. 

Judge J. M. Balderson, of Wicliila, Kau., 
introdoced a novel scheme to cause a jury in a 
murder trial to return a verdict. The jury had 
been out sixty-two hours in the case of Nellie 
Mayes, charged with the raurder of John Yost. 
The judge made arrangement with the Kev. 
N. E. Harmon to give the jury a sermon on the 
immortality of the soul, at a certain hour, if the 
Jury had not agreed. The jury was out at that 
time, and the bailifl' conducted the pastor to the 
Jury-room, where he held services for over an 
hour. Within twenty minutes the jury reported 
having agreed, "and the verdict was announced 
** Guilty of grand larceny." The defence claim 
they would have won the case if the Court had 
not interfered, and have filed a petition for a 
new trial, charging misconduct of the Court, 
jury, and bailiff. 

The passage of any copyright bill protecting 
foreign authors has been a great surprise. The 
discussion of the bill has reminded some people 
of what the late Thomas Carlyle said when 
a^ed what he thought of the House of Com- 
mons. '* I think,'* said he, '* that it is & place 
where you can hear six hundred gibbering Idiots 
talk.*' We havTD not as many in our House of 
Bepresentatives, to be sure, not even Including 
the »* Millionaires* Club** in the Senate; but let 
as not despair — *' we are a growing people."— 
Cor. Netc York Times. 

" I don*t think 1 ever saw anything funnier 
than the last act of that comedy," said a young 
man to a congressman. •* You ought to see 't." 

•*I don't think I want to. I've seen acts of 
Congress that struck me as being about as fuuuy 
as anything I can stand."— Washington Pout. 

The Cotton Employers' Association met last 
night and voted to raise the wages of its 150,000 
hands ten per cent. This would be a stunning 
argument for Mr. McKinley and his little bill, 
bat for the unfortunate fact that the concern is 
located in England. — Chicago Mail. 

The Detroit Common Council is not <iuite as 
bad as that of Cairo, III. One of the members 
of that body bit another member's nose off, while 
here they simply confine themselves to profanity, 
obscenity, and threats, and deserve no greater 
poxxishment than three months in the workhouse. 
We always have something to be thankful for. 
^ Detroit Free Prcs.'*. 

John Ruskin says that there are no ruins in 
America. With a view to amending this opinion, 
we respectfully Invite him to come over and take 
a look at the Tiepublican party. — Life. 



The Alliance Congressman who, during his 
canvass, used to remove his cowhide shoes to 
show that he could not afford to wear stockings, 
is Jerry Simpson, of the Sixth Kansas district. 
The other day he received a pair of socks from 
a Kansas woollen mill, with the following 
note: 

'" Now the election is over, cold winter is com- 
ing on, and It Is not meet that one of the tribunes 
should appear on the hteps of the Capitol with- 
out socks; therefore, Jerry, I herewith inclose 
you a pair of socks ; not the patrician stocking 
of costly silk, but socks made from good, honest 
wool, wool grown by Kansas farmers on the 
backs of Kansas sheep, and manufactured at the 
only successful woollen mill in the State. Take 
them, Jerry, and wear them. They are good, 
honest socks, and will do you good service. 
They are not so fine as some of your compeers 
will wear in Washington, but they are well be- 
fitting a good, straight, honest Kansas American, 
as I know you to be. And when any one under- 
takes to claim that Americans cannot compete 
with the vile stuff made by pauper labor of 
Europe from old horse-blankets, cast-off under- 
shirts, and refuse of small-pox hospitals, which 
the verj^ disinterested importers call foreign 
goods, show them your socks and tell them how 
they were made from honest Kansas wool." — 
Independent. 

Jerry's Reply. — Sir : Our forefathers re- 
fused to drink tea because it was taxed three 
per cent, and held a tea-party in Boston for the 
purpose of getting rid of the stuff. I have just 
finished figuring up the tax upon those stockings, 
and r find that it amounts to seventy per cent. 
I will wear no socks till the tax is taken off. 

Some ladies in Rhineland, have sent a petition 
to the burgomaster of Mettmann, In the follow- 
ing strain: "We, your petitioners, pray that 
your pollce-ottlcers may visit the inns of this 
place to prevent our husbands and sons from 
staying there far into the night, while we, your 
petitioners, are at home anxiously awaiting 
them from their daily labors. Furthermore, we 
are of opinion that the money squandered there 
could be more advantageously spent at home. 
In the hope that our appeal will meet with 
your sympathy, we remain, with highest es- 
teem, {Svjnfd) The Wives of Several Mettmann 
Citizens. 

" What! "said the judge, "you here again?" 

** Yes, your Honor. When I think of liow kind 

tlie prison officials are and how cold the world 

Is, I come to tl»e conclusion that it don't pay to 

be Iionost." — Mnnset/s Weekly. 
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The conditions under which this paper is pub- 
lished render it impossible to give the weekly record 
of facts the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely oii the American newspapers. 
Kor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Suffice it to say that the facts 
&re, in the main, collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

In the House, Dec. 22, a resolution was intro- 
duced by Mr. Blanchard (La.) asking for the 
appointment of a committee to inquire into the 
killing of Sitting Bull, the Indian chief, and the 
causes leading to his death ; also the threaten- 
ing Indian revolt, and the causes thereof, and 
whether neglect by the Government of its treaty 
obligations had anything to do with the out- 
break. The committee is directed to sit during 
the present session and after the final adjourn- 
ment of the present Congress, and to report by 
the 1st of December next to the Fifty-Second 
Congress. 

In the Senate, a bill was passed establishing 
the record and pension office of the War Depart- 
ment. A bill was Introduced prohibiting mem- 
bers of the Senate who are stockholders of 
corporations from serving on the committees on 
Finance and Commerce. 

On Dec. 23, In the Senate, the bill to provide 
against the contraction of the currency was 



reported by Mr. Sherman from the committee, 
read twice, and placed on the calendar. In one 
Important particular the bill has been amended. 
In place of Section 4, which provided that 
when the national-bank circulation falls below 
$180,000,000 the deficiency shall be supplied by 
the Issue of Treasury notes based on silver- 
bullion purchases, or If sliver cannot be pur- 
chased, by the direct Issue of notes, the follow- 
ing section Is inserted : — 

"That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to issue in a sum or sums not exceeding 
in the aggregate $200,000,000 coupon and registered 
bonds of the United States in such a form as he may 
prescribe, and of denominations of $50, or some 
multiple of that sum, redeemable in lawful money 
at the pleasure of the United States, on and after 
July 1, 1900, and bearing interest semi-aimually at 
the rate of two per cent per annum. And he is 
authorized to sell or dispose of any of the bonds 
issued under this act at not less than their par value 
for any lawful money of the United States, or for 
gold or silver certificates, and to apply the proceeds 
thereof to the redemption or to the purchase of any 
of the bonds of the United States. And the bonds 
hereby authorized and the proceeds thereof shall be 
used for no other purpose whatever. And the sum 
necessary to pay the expense of issuing and dispos- 
ing of the said bonds is hereby appropriated out of 
any sums of money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated." 

Mr. Aldrich gave notice of his Intention to 
move an amendment to the Senate rules provid- 
ing (during the present session) for the closing 
of debate on any bill under consideration. His 
resolution was laid on the table and ordered 
printed. 

It Is not believed that this long-talked-of 
cloture rule Is offered In good faith. The Demo- 
cratic Senators regard It as Issued for publica- 
tion merely. Mr. Aldrlch's action was not 
authorized by the committee on rules. 

In the House, Mr. Blanchard (La.) offered 
a resolution that the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be Instructed to bring In a bill provid- 
ing for such an Increase of legal-tender currency 
as, united with the present supply of money, 
win Increase the volume to an amount equal to 
fifty dollars per capita of the population. Mr. 
Burton (Ohio) introduced a bill amending the 
Interstate Commerce Act by adding a section 
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requiring railroads doing business partly in the 
United States and partly in adjacent foreign 
countries to obtain from the Commission 
licenses to engage in such business which shall 
stipulate obedience to the provisions of the Act. 

On Dec. 24, in the Senatk, a memorial was 
presented from the Oregon Chamber of Com- 
merce asking for the passage of the House 
Torrey Baukmpt Bill. A message from the 
President was received, returning without ap- 
proval the bill appropriating $75,000 for a public 
building at Bar Harbor, Me. 



The attorney-general of Nebraska, In his 
report to the governor, says that the present 
system of transportation is a total failure. Ho 
favors a law that would strike out all fictitious 
increase of capital stock of all railroads now in 
operation. He urges Government control of 
railroads, recommending the governor to bring 
the question before the Legislature, so tMat It 
could address a memorial to Congress and bring 
the question to an Issue by foreclosing the lien 
of the Government on the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company. **Then," the attorney-general con- 
cludes, *Mf the experiment of operating this 
road was successful here, the means could be 
provided by the Government to take charge of 
of all other roads. " 



The Secretary of the Treasury has asked the 
House to appropriate $26,000 for the Lighthouse 
Board, to enable It to pay duties upon imported 
articles used In the establishment of lighthouses. 
The Secretary wiites in his letter : — 

" The duty on the parts which are mostly of glass 
is 60 per cent, and on the parts made mostly of 
metal forty-five per cent. The fourth-order appara- 
tus, the ones which are mostly used, cost, say, 
10,0001 in France, or say, $2,000, the duty upon 
which will be, say, half that amount. Certain other 
articles needed in the establishment of lighthouses, 
and not made in this country, are also imported, and 
are subject to duty imder the new law. Free entry 
on articles imported for Gtovemment use is no longer 
allowed, and the appropriation will have to be made 
in order to enable the GK)vemment to pay duties to 
the Gtovemment." 



The Northwest Cider and Cider- Vinegar Mak- 
ers' Association have adopted resolutions re- 
questing the several Legislature to enact 

laws compelling manufacturers of vinegar to brand 
or label the package containing the same so as to 
indicate truthfully from what it was made ; second, 
by allowing of no addition of coloring or flavoring 
matter to be added that would change the appear- 
ance of the same or deceive or mislead the pur- 



chaser or consumer ; third, b^ appointing competent 
persons as inspectors and examiners, whose duty it 
shall be to test vinegar wherever found and confis- 
cate the spurious. 



British printers and publishers are moving 
actively against the new American Copyright 
Bill, and the trades-unions' fear is general that 
unless the British Government takes exceptional 
measures to protect the interests of its people 
the bulk of the printing and publishing business 
will be transferred to New York. The remedy 
suggested Is to grant British copyright only to 
books printed in England. 



The London County Council will introduce a 
bill in Parliament dealing with ''sky signs." 
The bill provides that no more sky signs are to 
be puc up, and that at the end of six years aU 
the existing sky signs are to come down. 



The British Government will not consent to 
any reciprocity treaty between Canada and the 
British West India Islands unless the "arrange- 
ment Is made general In Its application to all of 
the islands. 



It is believed that the English Liberals hare 
decided to drop the Irish Home Rule Issue at the 
next general election and to make the contest on 
English measures alone. 



The people of Newfoundland sre indignant 
over the official announcement that the moduM 
Vivendi between England and France is to be 
continued. They protest against the Imperial 
Government managing their affisdrs without the 
assent of the Newfoundland parliament. 



JUDICIAL. 

A Catholic physician who had secured a di- 
vorce from his wife and married again was 
denounced from the pulpit by a priest who de- 
clared that he should not minister to any one in 
slclsness who was attended by the excommuni- 
cated physician. The physician sued the priest 
for Injuring his business, and obtained a Judg- 
ment against him for damages. The case was 
carried to the Supreme Court of Massachu- 
setts, and the Court sustained the verdict, saying 
In the opinion : — 

'* These words did not merely instruct the congre- 
gation that the effect of a second marriage under 
the circumstances which existed was to excommu* 
nicate the plaintiff from the Catholic Church, bat 
they proceeded to impute against the plaintiff that - 
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such marriage or such exoommunication should 
debar him from being employed as a physician in 
the parish, and that patients who employed the 
plaintiff as a physician could not in their sickness 
hare the ministrations of the defendant as their 
priest. But the jury might well find that the plain- 
tiff was a suitable person to be employed there 
as a physician, notwithstanding his marriage and its 
ecclesiastical consequences." 



A San Francisco Jory acquitted a woman for 
killing a man because he would not marry her 
before a priest. The woman's attorney had 
pleaded for her as a Christian girl victimized by 
a Jew, and in less than twenty minutes the Jury 
found that she was Justtled In killing him. 



A pecullnr omission in the criminal law was 
brought to the attention of Judge Andrews of the 
Supreme Court, recently, when the case of one 
John Cavanagh was taken up. Cavanagh had been 
brought into court on a writ of habeas corpus. 
It appeared that he had been in the Tombs since 
Oct. 19, and that the sections of the Criminal 
Code under which be was sent there contained no 
provision for his ever being released. Cavanagh 
was sent to the Tombs by a police justice, being 
unable to furnish a flve-hundred-doUar bond to 
keep the peace. He was charged before the 
police Justice with having threatened to assault 
his sister. 

The sections of the Criminal Code relative to 
the case were laid before Judge Andrews by 
Cavanagh's counsel, and Judge Andrews, after 
examining them, agreed that, while there was 
adequate provision for the disposal of cases in 
which the bond was furnished, in cases where 
the bond was not furnished the person against 
whom the charge was made was taken as far as 
Jail and there dropped, absolutely no provision 
being made for his getting out, unless he at 
some time furnished the bond. 

Assistant District Attorney Grosse admitted 
that the law was harsh, and Judge Andrews dis- 
charged Cavanagh. 



The Supreme Court of South Dakota, In an 
'* original package " case, rendered a decision, of 
which the following Is a synopsis : — 

" The Court holds that, in order for the defendants 
to receive immunity under the decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, they must 
show that they are foreign importers or the agents 
of a foreign importer $ that as such agents they 
received an importation of beer or liquor from 
another State or foreign country; that they are sell- 
ing their ImportatioQ by the original unbroken 



package in which it was imported, and that they 
are not making their house of business a tippling 
concern. 

'* The failure to establish any of these proposi- 
tions makes a seller of intoxicating liquors amenable 
to the State law. The Court further holds that 
when bottles of whiskey or beer, each sealed up in a 
paper wrapper, and closely packed together in un- 
covered wooden boxes famished by the importer, 
and these wooden boxes marked to the address of 
the agent and shipped from one State to another, 
the wooden boxes, and not the bottles, constitute the 
original package within the meaning of the decision 
of the Supreme Court. The Court finds that defend- 
ants have failed to establish these facts ; the writ of 
error is denied and decision of the lower court sus- 
tained." 



The last Michigan Legislature passed a bill 
which reduced railroad (^es, fixing the basis of 
rates on the amount of passenger earnings per 
mile. A railroad company refused to comply 
with the provisions, claiming that the law was 
unconstitutional. A test case having been car- 
ried to the State Supreme Court, that body has 
unanimously decided that the law is valid. 



A man was convicted on a charge of polygamy 
in Utah, the principal witness being his wife. 
The federal Supreme Court has Just ordered a 
new trial, saying in its opinion : — 

The question presented is not how much the wife 
feels or suffers, but whether the crime is one against 
her. Polygamy and adultery may be crimes which 
involve disloyalty to the marital relation, but they 
are rather crimes against such relations than against 
the wife ; and as the statute under which the man 
was convicted speaks of crimes against her, it is 
simply an afi^mation of the old common-law rule. 
We conclude, therefore, that under this statute the 
wife was an incompetent witness against her hus- 
band. 



The last Michigan Legislature passed a law 
allowing the voter to cast one vote for each of 
the candidates for Representative, or as many 
votes for one as there were candidates on the 
ticket for that ofllce. The Supreme Court has 
rendered a decision pronouncing this law uncon- 
stitutional. The Court says : — 

'* The Court can see no difference between a law 
which permits an elector to cast more than one vote 
for a candidate and the act of the person who stuffis 
the ballot-box with more votes for a particular candi- 
date than there were electors voting for him. Both 
alike strike down the safeguards of the people, 
and are suppressive of a free representative gov- 
ernment/' 
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In the Qaeen's Bench Division, a gentleman 
recovered £86 from a landlord as damages In 
respect of expenses and loss incurred by reason 
of his having been induced to take a house at 
Forest Hill by a misrepresentation as to Its san- 
itary condition. The plaintiflTs family, after 
residing in the house, had been attacl^ed with 
scarlatina and then with diphtheria, one of the 
children having died. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

In Evanston, 111., fifty ladies who wish to dis- 
pense with their kitchen-girls, and solve the 
*' problem of domestic service," have organized 
a Co-operative Housekeeping Association. The 
concern will serve three meals each day, or as 
many more as are desired, to the subscribers to 
the Association articl^^, and will also remove 
from each subscriber's house the dreaded incon- 
venience of a wash-day. The Association has 
temporary quarters at 711 Davis Street; a per- 
manent building will be provided by May 1. 
The temporary building is a two-story-and-base- 
ment affair, and Is fitted throughout with the 
most modern and complete kitchen and laundry 
utensils. The laundry departm nt is to be oper- 
ated by persons thoroughly familiar with that 
branch of the housekeeping art. The kitchen 
is furnished with a massive and specially manu- 
factured cooking-range and a number of small 
cooking-stoves, with ice-chest, stcamiog tables, 
and all that Is needful. The plan of operation Is 
this : The subscribers may order in advance the 
meals they choose to eat, and then the stuff is 
cooked at the general kitchen and served to the 
different houses in ** Norwegian kitchens." A 
Norwegian kitchen is a galvanized iron box 
divided into four compartments, and capable of 
holding in an outer compartment enough hot 
water to keep a meal warm for three quarters of 
an hour. The laundry will be collected on dif- 
ferent days and done up in the Best style. 



The Knights of Labor of New York will hold 
their annual State convention in Albany, on Jan. 
13th The circular calling the convention enum- 
erates the following matters among those to be 
acted upon : — 

1. The abolition of the contract-labor system in 
the prisons and reformatories of the State. 

2. Against the employment of Pinkerton or any 
other system of armed hirelings by corporations or 
private parties in cases of strikes. 

.3. To amend the weekly pay law, so as to apply 
to all railroad corporations in the State. 

4. That everything in our power shall be done to 
have the property of the State of New York, now 



illegally held by the New York Central Railroad, 
returned to the State. 

5. To demand the revocation or amendment of 
Sect. 168 of the penal code, which defines the con- 
spiracy law. 

6. To demand the abolition of the contract sys- 
tem on all State work. 

7. To pass a law to prevent the bribery of State 
officers by railroad or other corporations by the giv- 
ing of railroad passes to legislators or other State 
employees, and the sending of messages of legis- 
lators or other State officers free of charge by any 
telegraph company. 

8. That all freight cars shall be supplied with 
automatic air-brakes and safety ooapliugs. 

9. That taxes shall be equalized. 

10. To have a ten-hour surface railroad bill passed. 

11. To demand a system of uniform text-books in 
the public schools throughout the State. 

12. To bring about a reduction of the legal rate of 
interest. 

The fifth annual report of the United States 
Commissioner of Labor shows that 

*' the number of railway corporations in the United 
States on the 30th of June, 1889, was approximately 
1,718, and the mileage 156,400. The number of 
employees on all the railroads of the country at this 
date was 689,912, the * trainmen ' numbering 1.35,- 
580; switchmen, flagmen, and watchmen, 31,896, 
and other employees, 522,436. Nearly six hundred 
of these roads are under twenty miles in length, the 
shortest road in the country being fourteen one- 
hundredths of a mile long. 

"Three hundred and seventy-seven companies 
prohibit the use of intoxicating liquors on the roads 
under their control; twenty-five roads insist on 
employees living in houses furnished by the com- 
pany ; one hundred and forty-nine roads furnished 
dwellings to section hands, section masters, road-bed 
hands, trackmen, watchmen, etc., in remote places ; 
nineteen roads are reported as maintaining benefi- 
ciary institutions, and twenty-one contribute to the 
support of outside hospitals. 

** The report states that 64.9 per cent of railroad 
employees earn $300 or less per annum, 8.3 per cent 
of the whole earn from $301 to $400, and 8.5 per cent 
$401 to $500. Thus, 81.7 per cent earn $600 or less 
per annum.'* 



In 1859, the Iron Moulders' Union of America 
was organized, having but a few local unions. 
There are now 250 locals and 28,000 members, of 
whom fully 20,000 are in benefit. There is a 
reserve fund at headquarters, that Is never al- 
lowed to run below $30,090, and the local treas- 
uries have large sums at their command. The 
dues are twenty-five cents per month, the burial 
and strike benefits being taken from this fund. 
At the time the society was first organized $12 
per week was considered pretty good wages. At 
the present time $2.75 per day can be obtained, 
and ten hours per day is the rule. 
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The manager of the Adams Express Company, 
of Jersey City, has given out the following order 
as an answer to a petition of the men under him 
for a reduction of hours : *• Every man to bo at 
his accustomed place and duty at 5.30 ever}' 
morning, and remain there until the work is 
finished at night.*' Some of the employees are 
compelled to work till 11 o'clock at night, and 
they threaten to strike. 



The Colorado Miners' Union has purchased 
land on which it Intends to erect a miners' home, 
at the cost of #80,0(0, for disabled and old 
miners. 



The Massachusetts State grange adopted 
resolutions favoring State support and control 
of schools, demanding more equal taxation, 
protesting against appropriations by Congress 
for the irrigation of arid lauds In the West, and 
opposing free coinage. 



The Pennsylvania miners, at their last session, 
adopted a resolution that after Jan. 1 the price 
for mining coal shall be fifty cents per ton; 
also that the check welghman and other assess- 
ments shall be collected at the offices of the 
several companies. A refusal of « the demands 
will probably mean the strike of the sixteen 
thousand miners represented by the convention. 



At the November elections the Spokane County 
(Wash.) United Labor party, which was organ- 
ized only about four weeks before the election, 
elected a superior judge, county auditor, and 
two county commissioners. 



United States letter-carriers are asking to have 
their pay Increased to $1,200 per year in first- 
class cities and $1,050 In second-class cities. 
They have a national organization numbering 
seventy-eight branches. 



There Is an almost entire cessation of freight 
traffic In Scotland, the railway employees' unions 
having ordered a general strike. Only a few 
passenger trains are running. Many of the sig- 
nal boxes have been deserted, and where the 
signal men have remained, the signals are 
worked so as to be misleading, thus delaying 
trains in a dangerous manner. 



The organizer of the Southampton vEng.) 
dock strike was sentenced to three months' im- 
prisonment at hard labor for Intimidation. 



A very interesting lat>or struggle has been 
going on here for the past ten days. The struggle 
Is really a preliminary trial of strength between 
the Shipping Federation and the Seamen's and 
Firemen's Union, and It may be the precursor of 
a gigantic strike or lockout next spring. Here 
are the facts of the case : — 

On the 3d Inst, the United Labor Council of 
the port of London Issued a manifesto, accus- 
ing ship-owners of breaking the Immemorial 
custom of engaging crews at specified ship- 
ping offices and compelling the men to sign arti- 
cles on board ship. The accusation has not 
been disputed, nor do the«hip-owners deny that 
their action was from the first directed against 
the unions. By engaging men aboard ship, and 
keeping them there after signing articles, the 
ship-owners have seriously hampered the opera- 
tions of the union officials, who find It difficult 
to keep old members and Impossible to obtain 
recruits. The union decided to limit the struggle 
as far as possible, the present time of year being 
unsuitable for strikes, and they therefore at- 
tacked only the three leading oflienders — the 
Shaw, Savlll and Albion, the British India, and 
the New Zealand lines, whose firemen and sea- 
men were called out on Dec. 5. The coal labor- 
ers In the same service struck work In sympathy, 
and are still out. The three companies all be- 
long to the Shipping Federation, and that power- 
ful body at once took charge of the fight. It 
proves to be admirably organized, and up to the 
present has been victorious all along the line, 
the ships having been coaled, manned, and des- 
patched with scarcely any delay. The unionists 
admit that they have been worsted so far, but 
they will keep the struggle alive until the spring, 
and then widen the area of battle. Both sides 
are preparing for the great fight. In which It is 
believed the existence of all trades-unions con- 
nected with shipping and docks will be In- 
volved. — London Cor. New York Sun, 



The Government of Venezuela has sent a 
commissioner across the Atlantic to promote 
emigration from Germany and Italy to Its terri- 
tory by oflbrlng certain exceptional Inducements. 
Farmers and farm laborers are especially 
needed, but craftsmen in various industries are 
also Invited. 



The English and Irish, railway unions have 
issued a joint manifesto asking all railway men 
not to assist the Scotch railway companies. *' If 
the employers press them to help the companies," 
says the manifesto, *' they must strike rather 
than comply." 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 



TO-DK Y 



According to official reports for the year 
1889, the coal miners of Sile&la received abont 
fifty cents a day, the salt miners of Halle abont 
seventy-flye cents, an^ the coal miners of Dort^ 
mnnd less than seyenty-flve cents. In the Alz- 
la-Chapelle district six thousand fonr hundred 
and eighty-nine coal miners receiyed on an 
average seyenty cents a day. The saddlers in 
the artillery workshop at Spandan for some 
time received from twenty-five to fifty cents a 
day. The average pay of book-binders (young 
and old) throughout (Germany was, in 1887, 
sixty-six cents a day. In February, 1890, the 
coal miners at Zwickau, In Saxony, demanded 
eight-hour shifts and^seventy-flve cents a day, 
bnt the demand was considered nnreasonable. 



The workmen of Dundee, Scotland, have 
returned two of their candidates to the City 
Council, and have raised funds to pay them their 
regular wages for the term of three years, for 
which they are elected. 



The coal-mining companies of Belgium have 
announced that after Dec. 80 there will be a 
general reduction in the wages of the miners. 
The Miners' Federation, in a proclamation, 
threatens a general strike unless Parliament 
comes to their rescue. 



IN GENERAL. 

To prevent concentration of operatives In 
Poland, the Russian Government has decided 
that manufactured goods sent from Poland to 
Russia shall pay 150 per cent more than goods 
consigned from Russia to Poland. 



The opposition to legislative interference with 
the marriage laws and customs is growing among 
the Hindoos. The small section which would 
not resent government interference Is composed 
of such as have ceased to profess Hlndoolsm. 



The first experiment with universal sufihige 
has been tried in Spain. The returns show that 
in forty out of the forty-nine Councils, the Con. 
servatlves have obtained a slight majority. 



The Chlcngo Board of Education voted down 
the proposition, urged by many petitioners that 
extracts from the Bible should be read dally in 
the public schools. The Board does not think 
the practice would conduce to the general wel- 
fare of the schools. 



As a result of the Milwaukee mayor's crusade 
against ** indecent** posters and lithographs, the 
managers of dramatic companies visiting that 
city have to undergo a censorship of their print- 
ing. The chief of police makes a personal In- 
spection of all the printing before It Is posted 
or distributed. Anything deemed objectionable 
is not permitted to go before the public. 



The San Francisco Grand Jury's report states 
that thb telegraph and electric wires have become 
a menace to life, and that an ordinance Is needed 
to compel the adoption of the underground 
system. A provision Is favored compelling the 
companies to consult the property owners In 
front of whose property poles are to be erected 
as to their preference with regard to the placing 
of the electric light or telegraph poles. It Is 
further recommended In the report that In future 
railroad franchises should either pay a percentage 
of the Income, or should be put up at auction to 
be taken by the highest bidder. No grants to be 
made for a longer term than twenty-five years. 
An enlargement of the powers of the Grand 
Jury permitting them to employ detectives to 
ferret out official wrong-doing Is urged. 



A Citizens Conmiittee of Fifty has been 
formed tn Philadelphia to secure good munici- 
pal government and purify elections and local 
politics generally. 



The President of the Brooklyn (N. Y.) Board 
of Education says that there are 1,262 more seats 
in the Brooklyn schools than there are pupils, 
and 10,000 more seats than there are pupils in 
average attendance, and yet hundreds of children 
are unable to get into the schools, the surplusage 
being rendered unavailable by the distance from 
the points of need. Bnt new schools are being 
erected very rapidly, and additional funds will 
be asked for. 



The houses for workmen which the German 
government purposes to build in Berlin will cost 
$1,000 each. They will be purchasable on easy 
terms. A deposit of $75 will be required and 
weekly payments of $1.25. 



The co-operative societies of Great Britain 
number over 900,000 members. For the year 
1889 their sales were $188,500,000, and their 
profits $17,000,000. 



Ten thousand fmncs recently left by will to 
the Archbibliop of Paris was intercepted by the 
government and given to the relatives of the 
testator. 
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CLIPPINGS. 

In view of the recent legislation for the protection 
of our " infant industries," the following extract 
from a well-known writer may be interesting, as 
well as instructive. ** Here, then, is a country in 
which there was not a settler two hundred and 
eighty years ago; and now (1889) it has over one 
■ixth of the wealth of the world. It has territory 
sufficient to accommodate almost any number of 
people, and the people who inhabit it are, to say the 
least, as active, as intelligent, and as civilized as 
any in the world* The sunlight, as it passes every 
day from the Atlantic to the Pacific, wakes a popu- 
lation of 60,000,000, whose workers labor very hard. 
They already do one third of all the mining in the 
world, one fourth of all the manufacturing, and one 
fifth of all the agriculture. Eveiy night they are 
stronger by a regiment of fighting men, and richer 
by two millions of dollars, than the night before. ' It 
would be impossible,' says Mr. Mulhall, in 1882, 
' to find in history a parallel to the progress of the 
United States in the last ten years.' " — Alexander 
Johruton, '*A History of the UnUed States for 
Schools,** page aOi. 



The Texas Lasso, published in Stonewall County, 
contains advertisements citing some two hundred 
and thirty defendants to answer in as many cases 
filed in Stonewall District Court by L. S. Boss, trus- 
tee for the State School Fund. The real defendants 
all appear to be assignees or vendees of purchases of 
school lands who have for a long term of years failed 
to pay interest on the purchases. Four or five of 
the present owners seem to have purchased over one 
half these lands from the original purchasers — the 
alleged actual settlers. It appears that the State, 
through the governor, sues for about $65,000 de- 
faulted interest, and to foreclose the lien upon the 
land for some $165,000 unpaid principal. The Gen- 
eral Land Office, it is understood, is preparing the 
statements upon which like suits, involving prob- 
ably 91,000,000, are to be instituted. It appears 
that 175,000 acres Of school lands in Stonewall County 
are held by some half dozen non-residents, upon no 
more tangible title than options under the Land law 
of 1881, which were obtained, no doubt, by purchase, 
at nominal prices, of the original purchasers'* titles. 
These purchases were made at one dollar an acre, 
mainly from March, 1S82, to March, 1883, by the 
payment of one twentieth of the ]»rincipal and one 
year's interest. During the intervening seven or 
eight years, the State has permitted these claimants 
to hold the land on speculation, in the meantime 
advancing the price of contiguous school lands to 
two dollars an acre, thus aiding speculators in mak- 
ing sales. Since March, 1883, except in a few in- 
stances, no interest has been paid, and it is reported 
from the General Land Office that 1,000,000 acres 
more are in the «ame situation. If to this be added 
the millions of acres upon which the seven section 
speculators, under the act of 1883, have defaulted^ 
and the other millions upon which they have kept the 
interest paid up, some idea may be formed of the 



extent of the speculation in school lands promoted 
and sustained by the State in the capacity of land- 
lord. — Oalveston News. 



The Missouri Legislature has not, within the 
memory of men now living, passed a criminal law 
that was not intended to shield criminals and make 
crime more difficult of punishment. At its last 
session it enacted a law on the subject of change of 
venue, compelling the courts to grant a change on 
the affidavit of any two persons to the effect that 
there is prejudice against the defendant on the part 
of the Court or tihe community. Before this a 
change of venue could only be obtained by assert- 
ing prejudice, and proving it to the satisfaction of 
the Court. Under the new law ex-State Treasurer 
Boland has taken his case to an almost inaccessible 
county, where it will be almost impossible for the 
State's witnesses to attend. This is only one of 
many illustrations that might be g^ven to show the 
pernicious character of the changes that are con- 
stantly being made in the criminal laws of the 
State. In almost every case the work has been 
done by some country attorney who, having a bad 
case on his hands, gets himself elected to the Legis- 
lature and slips a law through almost unobserved 
for the benefit of his client — SL Louis Olobe- 
DemocraL 



Dr. George M. 6k>uld, in a recent number of the 
" Medical News," attacks the wholesale pauperizing 
of the community by the hospitals and dispensaries 
which dispense tree medical relieL Dr. 6k>uld nat- 
urally enlarges upon the injury done the medical 
profession, whose younger members, to say noth- 
ing of its older members, are deprived of their just 
wage. But even Dr. Gould seems hardly ftware how 
completely the laboring community is pauperized. 
In spite of the objection to hospitals and the aver- 
sion to being treated in them, which is often met^ 
particularly in the case of city hospitals, there are 
great classes who never make any provision for ill- 
ness, and trust altogether to the hospital. This 
tendency steadily increases, and, while the practice 
is now limited to the unmarried, it cannot be long 
before the married poor will look to the hospital as 
a very present help in trouble, against which they 
should have protected themselves by prudent and 
careful savings. — Philadelphia Press. 



The facts all around are sufficiently critical to call 
for the most careful legislation in monetary matters 
just now^ Many of those who take part in it are noi 
skilled financiers. They know nothing about the 
past, and care less for it. Present advantage, with- 
out much regard for ultimate consequences, seems 
:to be the guiding star of our statesmen. The diffi- 
culties of the Argentines ought to be a warning to 
our people. But for all that, in more lines than 
one, there is disposition in some quarters to follow 
in their footsteps. The strong common-sense of the 
country is quite sure, however, to assert itself In 
time. Our resources, when properly handled, render 
a set-back impossible.— iS^n Francisco Bulletin (Ind.). 
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TO-DAY, JAN. 1, 1891. 

A record of the facts and conaiderations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good/or the people of 
the United States, and that, therefore. Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 

J. MoBBisoN-PuLLEB, Waltbb C. Robb, Editon. 



Theory ^^ there is one thing more than 
„_7^ another ihat the members of labor 

Practice. 

unions and farmer organizations 
abhor and condemn, it is the formation of 
trusts and the practices of the capitalists who 
create ^^ corners " in commodities. That 
labor unions are virtually *' trusts " aiming at 
creating "corners" in labor has often been 
pointed out. But it remained for the Illinois 
Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association to fur- 
nish a striking exemplification of this truth. 
Here is one of the resolutions adopted by that 
body at its recent annual meeting: — 

"Believing that the fanners' products are far 
below the average cost of production, and believing 
that the agriculturists can, through their organiza- 
tions, control the markets ; therefore, be it 

" Resolved. That it is the sense of this meeting 
that the State and national organizations of the 
Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association, Grange, and 
Alliance be requested to fix the day and date for 
taking all cattle, hogs, and grain off the market in 
this month for twenty days." 

Is not this equivalent to a proposition to 
produce an artificial scarcity of cattle, hogs 
and grain? Yet these very farmers demand 
stringent legislation against trusts and cor- 
ners. The only remedy against corners and 
objectionable combinations, of labor as well 
as capital, is free competition, — the cessa- 
tion of State interference with industrial 
and commercial relations. 



^ ^ . -. Speakmg of municipal affairs 

Good ont of , , *^ * . J XT i' 1. .. 

Evil. brings to mind our Nationalistic 
friends. It is a matter of doubt 
whether they are totally incapable of learn- 
ing from experience, or whether they would 
carry homoeopathy into Government, and 
teach us that like cures like even there. 
Not content with seeing public trust abused, 
heeding not the fact that neither municipal 
nor legislative bodies yet exist that are capa- 
ble of fulfilling their duties wisely or well, 
these hot-headed reformers still persist in 
demanding more power for Government. 

The work they have laid out in Massachu- 
setts during the coming session of its Legis- 
lature is a fair sample of their demands. 



The Legislature is to be urged, and entreated, 
yea, implored, to grant cities and towns the 
right to manufacture and sell gas and elec- 
tricity for lighting purposes, to make attend- 
ance at school compulsory upon children up 
to seventeen years of age, and to introduce 
manual training into the public schools. 
Fearing, apparently, to seem too modest, they 
will petition still further— for a law " to permit 
cities to take land in sections which have 
been rendered undesirable for habitation, 
either by the bad sanitary conditions of the 
site or by improper methods of building, to 
put these localities in proper sanitary condi- 
tion, and to erect thereon suitable dwellings, 
to be let at a rental equal to an adequate in- 
terest on the outlay." 

It needs but a glance at the present cost of 
electric street lights in Boston to show the 
utter absurdity of allowing the city to manu- 
facture electricity for lighting purposes. 
Boston is now paying an annual rate of S180 
per light, while Yonkers, N. Y., is paying 
860, and the city of New York, with its curse 
of Tammany Hall, only $90 for the same 
article. To suppose that a city government 
which can make no better bargain than these 
prices indicate would deal any more honestly 
or economically if given more authority, is an 
example of invincible stupidity which really 
deserves to become famous throusrh the ages. 

And, then, the idea of allowing a city to 
purchase and improve land as set forth in the 
petition ! Does it occur to any of our readers 
what an excellent opportunity for speculators 
such a demand, if granted, would aflford? What 
a grand chance for holders of such property I 
It would only be necessary to '* stand in with 
the gang," divide the profits, perhaps, and 
behold I the city has assumed another bur- 
den, and the former land-poor owner has 
filled his purse, that he may buy more of the 
same kind. The taxpayers would be obliged 
to add only a little more to their present bur- 
den ; the ward politician would get his usual 
consideration, and the wheels of government 
would spin on merrier than ever. Ry all 
means, let the good work go on. " * T is a 
consummation devoutly to be wished." 



The Tariff* Commission which 

ui'^Do^n. i8 to be established for the benefit 

of the too-busy and too-ignorant 

Congressmen has been referred to in this 

paper. Now comes a proposition to establish 
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ft '' monetary commission " to study the cur- 
rency problem and make suggestions to Con- 
gress. The Treasury officials, it appears, are 
pleased with the proposition, while the mera- 
tfers of Congress are reticent and doubtful. 
Yet it cannot be doubted that the financial 
questions with which Congress seems to feel 
called upon to meddle unceasingly are more 
complex and involved than those entering 
into the tariff issue. If Congress needs a 
Tariff commission it certainly cannot get 
along without a monetary commission. But 
the real question is whether it is right and 
proper for Congress to appoint such commis- 
sions and to hire teachers for themselves with 
the public funds. Referring to Pennsylvania 
affairs, the Philadelphia Press says: — 

** Senator Bobbins has taken a very sensible posi- 
tion against the growing tendency of the Legislature 
to throw some of its most important duties into the 
hands of commissions, through which almost noth- 
ing has been accomplished. This is particularly 
true regarding revenue questions, and the State has 
been put to a great deal of expense on account of 
commissions whose work has never come to any- 
thing. 

** One of the worst features of the commission busi- 
ness is the ready and easy opportunity thus given 
the Legislature to shirk responsibilities and duties 
which belong only to it. . . . The presumption has 
been, and is, that the Legislature was created to 
legislate and meet these questions. It is composed 
of men in every walk of life, and coming from every 
part of the State. If they do not know what is 
wanted, then the people have made an unpardona- 
ble mistake in sending them to do the work. It is 
as grotesque as it is weak to elect men to do certain 
things which they must ultimately confess they are 
incompetent to, or do not care to take the responsi- 
bility for, and so turn them over to commissions to 
struggle with and present to another Legislature to 
ignore. That policy has done nothing heretofore 
but consume time and waste money." 

What the Press says with reference to Stale 
Legislatures applies, of course, with still 
greater force to Congress. The fact that com- 
missions are appointed must be taken to argue 
either that Congressmen are loo absorbed in 
private affairs and political intrigues to be in 
a position to devote time to the study of the 
relations and factors they seek to regulale 
and control, or that they are too ignorant and 
dull-headed to derive any benefit from such 
study. In eilher case, they are unfit for the 
parts they assume. 

And then there is another consideration: 
It is absurd to think that the commissions can 



ever accomplish any useful result. The ques- 
tions which they are appoinled to ** investi- 
gate" are usually questions on which hundreds 
of volumes have been written by specialists 
and trained intellects: can the commission 
settle that which such superior bodies — supe- 
rior in every respect — competency, numbers, 
conditions — have left unsettled? Plainly, 
these commissions are as useless as they are 
improper. There is only one thing which 
Congressmen might do without any trouble 
to themselves and expense and other cosls to 
the people, and that is, to cultivate the science 
of ** how not to do it." Let them learn to 
let alone the things which are Runic enigmas 
to them ; large as the number of such things 
may turn out to be, the people will be grate- 
ful for " masterly inactivity." 



Among the more moderate 
siiM^. schemes for improving the rela- 
tions between employers and em- 
ployed, one of the most praiseworthy, and 
apparently the most feasible, is profit sharing, 
or industrial partnership. To the Socialist, 
deeply impressed with the evil, the injustice, 
as he calls it, of the present order, the plan 
seems totally inadequate; but things which at 
first seem very small frequently produce great 
results, and it may be that profit sharing is 
destined to extricate the industrial world from 
its present difficulties, and thus deliver us 
from the danger of falling irretrievably into 
the insanities of socialism. 

Mr. Nicholas Paine Gilman, author of per- 
haps the best book which has been written 
on the subject, has lately issued A Word to 
the Employer^ in which he strongly calls 
attention to the matter on the part of those 
who manage industrial enterprises. First, 
industrial partnership or profit sharing is 
distinguished from co-operative production, 
by the fact that, in the former, the work- 
men have no voice in the management and 
do not share the losses if there are any; it is 
an indiistrial and not a commercial partner- 
ship. The workman does his best in his own 
department, stimulated by the hope of the 
bonus he will receive if the profits of the year 
are large; but has no access to the accounts, 
and the employer retains absolute control of 
the business. A superficial argument has 
been urged against the scheme, that the work- 
man should, in fairness, share the losses as 
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well as the profits; but that this objection is 
only superficial is easily seen. Profits depend 
upon skill in management no less than upon 
the faithfulness with which the mechanical 
labor is performed. If the workman performs 
his work well, that is all that can be expected 
of him, and he certainly should not be held 
responsible for errors of management. 

The chief advantage to be hoped from the 
scheme is the promotion of more cordial rela- 
tions between capitalists and laborers. It is 
doubtful whether wages would be raised much 
by it; workmen can probably be hired for a 
smaller rate of pay if they have a chance for 
a bonus at the end of the year. But they 
would have an interest in the business as well 
as the owners, and this would tend to diminish 
the antagonism between the two classes. If 
laborers see that they are getting as much as 
their employers can afford to pay, they will 
be much more likely to be content. More- 
over, as it is for their interest that the prod- 
uct for the year shall be as large and of as good 
quality as possible, if their proportionate 
shares of the product is no larger than now, the 
absolute amount they receive may be larger. 

The two reasons why profit sharing has not 
had a wider extension have been stated by 
Mr. Francis A. Walker. They are : ** First, 
the indifference of employers, content with 
such profits as they can win under the old 
wage system ; and second, the indifference of 
the working classes themselves to what seem 
to them to be the comparatively small gains 
of profit sharing.'^ To these might perhaps 
be added as a reason that the imagination of 
the workmen is filled with more dazzling 
schemes of Socialists, by which they hope to 
obtain eventually nearly the whole product. 
Nevertheless, the method of profit sharing 
has won many adherents in America. 
Among the firms mentioned by Mr. Gilman 
as emplojring the method, are the Pillsbury 
flour mills, the Springfield foundry, the Ara 
Cushman Boot and Shoe Company, the Globe 
Tobacco Company, the Yale and Towne 
Lock Company, the Century Magazine Com- 
pany, and the Riverside Press. "Their 
names are enough to show that no employer 
of labor should any longer risk his reputation 
for common sense by calling industrial part- 
nership impossible, as the fashion has been." 
A system followed by so many firms of such 
character must have some soundness in it 
to recommend it. 



The recent revolt in Honduras 
ofTTOaMoT illustrates anew that change that 
is taking place in the treatment 
of offences against the majesty of the 
State. Formerly treason was regarded as one 
of the most heinous crimes, and the severest 
penalties were inflicted for its commission. 
In pardoning the two sons of Gen. Sanchez, 
the leader of the revolt, President Bogran 
used the following remarkable language: — 

" They were faithful to their father, even in the 
error which he expiated with hia own hand. I do 
not believe they should be punished for being true 
to a duty even higher than patriotism. . . . Wrath 
can add no new terror, no greater disgrace, to 
treason. The killing of traitors in cold blood, even 
by process of law, is not necessary to the safety of 
society. It can give no grace or glory to the sover- 
eignty of the people." 

The revolt in question was not of sufficient 
magnitude seriously to shake the power of 
the government; still, fighting and blood- 
shed were required in order to quell it. The 
words of the president may not represent 
accurately the sentiment of the country; but 
if this feeling had been very strongly opposed 
to him in the matter he would have been 
obliged to take a different course. The case 
calls to mind the course persued by this 
country at the close of the Civil War; though 
here, as was natural after four years of severe 
fighting, there was a good deal of sentiment 
in favor of executing some of the leaders. 
It may be remarked that both these cases oc- 
curred in republics. It is probable that, aside 
from the greater gentleness that characterizes 
the modern spirit, governments of the people 
are more inclined than others to treat le- 
niently crimes directly aiming at their sub- 
version. 

The words of President Bogran in italics 
call to mind by contrast the resolution of the 
Illinois Woman's Alliance, recorded in To- 
day last week : — 

^* The State which reserves the right to place its 
citizens at the cannon's mouth in its defence has the 
right to establish a minimum standard of education 
for its preservation, and to appoint officers to see 
that all schools come up to that standard.'* 

The resolution is interesting because it is 
typical of a thought, or lack of thought, very 
rife among us at present. Instead of speak- 
ing of the king's highway, the king's peace, 
the king's subjects, we fall down in adoration 
before that mysterious and abstract entity, the 
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State. By reasoniDg similar to the above, 
it may be shown that the State has the right 
to prescribe to the citizen what he shall eat, 
what he shall drink, wherewithal he shall be 
clothed, what his occupation shall be, to what 
religion he shall give his allegiance, at least 
in outward observance — in short, that the 
citizen belongs wholly to the State and not 
at all to himself. Bights of course imply 
duties, and so far has this sort of reasoning 
been carried that it is thought by a large 
number to be the duty of the State to provide 
for the citizen food to eat, a place to sleep, 
tasks to perform, as well as lessons to be 
learned. But it is only when the question is 
kept in the abstract that such a belief can be 
entertained. As sooi. as it is brought down 
to a personal test, as soon as any man inter> 
rogates his own consciousness, he is aware 
that he has no real claim upon the State for 
food, or shelter, or work, and that the State 
has no right to say how long he shall work, 
or on what days, or to compel him to send 
his children to school. Very little self- 
examination is enough to show almost any 
one that the individual has certain rights 
which the State ought not to transgress, and 
the President of Honduras is right in assert- 
ing that the family has claims which must 
take precedence of the claims of the State. . 



British printers and publishers 
in^^iide. Are disturbed by the passage of 
the American Copyright Bill, 
fearing that the result will be to transfer the 
bulk of Ejglish printing and publishing from 
London to N ew York. The Lancet^ as quoted 
in the New York <S'un, says : " The Amer- 
icans have long practised and reduced to a 
system the art of literary piracy. The bill is 
the fetich of protection under a new guise, 
and no complaint need be made if the gift is 
accepted by us without any feeling of good- 
will.'' There can be little doubt that Con- 
gress in passing this bill acted entirely from 
'^patriotic" motives, and that justice to 
foreign authors was the least of the motives 
which influenced it. Indeed, there is a wide- 
spread belief that no wrong is done a foreign 
author by stealing his works. The most 
prominent exponent of this idea is Mr. James 
Russell Lowell. 
"The only thing that diyides us on the ques- 



tion of copyright seems to be a question as to how 
much property there is in books; but that is a ques- 
tion we may be well content to waive till we have 
decided that there is any property at all in them. 
I think that, in order that the two sides may come 
together, nothing more is necessary than that both 
should understand clearly that property, whether in 
books, in land, or in anything else, is artificial, that 
it is purely a creature of law, and, more than that, 
of local and municipal law." 



On this view, the terms literary theft and 
piracy are merely metaphorical expressions, 
which cannot properly be applied to the 
course we have pursued in reprinting foreign 
books. If foreign authors have no right of 
property in their works here till we give it to 
them by law, then the American reprinter 
cannot possibly violate any right of theirs in 
appropriating their works. Any rights we per- 
mit them are a pure gift, and they have no just 
ground of complaint if no gift is bestowed upon 
them. Whether, then, we shall accord them 
any rights will depend chiefly upon whether 
we think it profitable to do so. So, as might 
have been expected, the arguments brought 
forward in Congress in favor of the present 
bill and those urged by the American Copy- 
right League and other societies with a like 
object, aimed chiefly to show that the meas- 
ure would be expedient. The Lancet is right 
in regarding the measure as protective in 
spirit. What was said to give the impression 
that it would not make books in general any 
dearer was very ingenious, and one of the 
chief arguments was that it did not apply to 
books already in existence. 

Still, even taking the other view, that what 
is called literary piracy is really wrong, the 
severity of British comment upon the bill 
seems uncalled for. That we should, albeit 
tardily and from selfish motives, accord some 
measure of justice to foreign authors does not 
seem to warrant such a degree of abuse. And 
even if it is more advantageous to England 
that we should act unjustly than justly in this 
matter, she is not really wronged by our tak- 
ing the latter course. The case recalls her 
course during our Civil War. Before 1861, 
no censure of this country for permitting 
slavery was toe severe in the eyes of a Briton. 
But when we were engaged in the struggle to 
abolish the practice, Etigland^s sympathies 
were with the side that supplied her with 
cotton. 
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INDIVIDUALISM AND ANARCHISM. 
A correspondent writes: — 

*• A great many find it very difficult to see other 
than minor differences between Anarchism and In- 
dividualism, which a little clear reasoning on both 
sides ought to dispose of. The great basic princi- 
ples are the same ; the ultimatum is the same : it is 
upon the question of means that they do not agree. 

*' Instance a difference : The Individualists insist 
that where it is necessary to the existence of a com- 
munity to defend itself from its antagonists the 
majority of the community may coerce the minority, 
forcing them to help in the defence. They reason 
that the liberty of the community is necessary to 
the liberty of the individual, and that to preserve 
the liberty of the whole, coercion of the part is legitir 
mate. To use a short phrase : If they have to either 
sit upon or be sat upon, they much prefer to be 
seated. But the Anarchists object to this. In case 
a community was in danger from external enemies, 
they would still insist that it was the right of the 
individual members of the community to rally to 
its defence or not as they pleased. In either case, 
it would be the effective majority, as Wordsworth 
Donisthorpe would say, which would survive. If 
in a community the minority found that by joining 
the invaders the whole would form an effective 
majority, it is obvious that they would not submit 
to coercion. The fact that they do not rally to the 
defence of the community shows that it is not to 
their interest to have it survive. 

'* The Anarchistic plan would be to let each indiv- 
idual act for himself. They claim that this would 
lead to a natural grouping, purely voluntary, of 
those whose interests were in common, for their 
mutual benefit and defence. It follows, of course, 
that the community which was best adapted to its 
environment would survive. While the Individ- 
ualists claim that coercion is legitimate when neces- 
sary to sustain the life of the community, the Anar- 
chists say that if the community cannot live with- 
out coercion then it should give place to one that 
can. The Anarchistic idea seems to me the more 
natural, — a free fight for survival, the Individual- 
istic ideal nvolving the artificial barrier of coercion." 

The criterion suggested, namely, which of 
the two courses tends most to further survival 
of the society V must be regarded as the funda- 
mental one. Now in a military contest be- 
tween two nations there can be little doubt 
that, other things equal, the nation which 
acts most completely as a unit will be the one 
to survive. There are in history instances 
enough to make this morally certain. The 
question then resolves itself into whether a 
certain amount of internal coercion will not 
tend to make a nation act as a unit, and on 
this point the answer of the past seems con- 
clusive. The very extensive experience which 
the world has had in war shows that an army 



can be held together by inflicting very severe 
punishment for desertion, while an army in 
which desertion was permitted would sufifer 
greatly from the practice. Similarly, the army 
must be supported — if fighting on its own 
territory, wholly, and if on a foreign territory, 
partly — by the rest of the nation ; and in an 
extreme cnse it may be necessary to coerce 
a large part of the nation into contributing. 
An army dependent for its subsistence upon 
voluntary contributions would be in a preca- 
rious position. If, then, our correspondent's 
criterion as to what is justifiable be adopted, 
there seems no escape from the conclusion 
that, in so far as the activities of a nation are 
militant, a considerable degree of coercion is 
absolutely essential. If the nature of men 
were different, if there were a much greater re- 
pugnance to submitting to coercion, any at- 
tempt at exercising coercion would defeat its 
own ends by reason of the resistance which it 
would excite. It may be that in the future 
the nature of men will be so changed that any 
considerable amount of coercion will be im- 
practicable ; when we consider how large a 
part of the human race has lived in slavery al- 
most up to the present time, such a hope 
hardly appears visionary ; certainly Individu- 
alists would rejoice at such a change hardly 
less than Anarchists. 

But in order that the nature of men may 
change it is necessary that their pursuits 
change. There is, in the course of time, an 
adaptation established between feelings and 
activities, and as long as war continues to be 
one of the chief occupations of men the readi- 
ness to submit to coeicion, which is essential 
to carrying on war, will continue. It may be 
said that war is no longer the chief business 
with civilized nations, that men's occupations 
have changed earlier than their natures; and 
this is true. But the change of nature will 
follow; that is, provided that the new occupa- 
tions are such as do not require submission to 
coercion for carrying them on successfully. 

This is really the great question of the pres- 
ent, and in answering it Anarchists and In- 
dividualists are at one. Happily a great 
multitude who do not call themselves either 
Anarchists or Individualists unite with these 
in giving what every one who has not the soul 
of a slave must hope is the correct answer. 
Undoubtedly industry can be carried on by 
means of political organization — a system 
implying authority on the one side and sub- 
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ordination on the other. In fact this is the 
only way in which industry has been carried 
on almost up to the present day. Certain 
persons with socialistic leanings, who perceive 
that organization of some kind is necessary, 
and are not aware that any kind of organiza- 
tion other than political is possible, are in 
favor of bringing all industry under the con- 
trol of the State. A comparison of industries 
under the management of the Government 
with those under private management is 
enough to show which of the two methods is 
the true one. Not only is the latter con- 
spicuous for its greater efficiency, but the 
indirect evils of the other are no less conspic- 
uous. The Government transports mail mat- 
ter almost as rapidly and at not much greater 
expense than private companies would charge 
for the same service; but for the increased 
corruption which exists among us, because 
the Government carries the mail, there is no 
compensating advantage. 

There is still another consideration to en- 
courage those who hope to see industry car- 
ried on by an organization better fitted for it 
than the political organization. Men have 
tasted of freedom in industry, and they will 
never again be contented with slavery. They 
may for a time go back, but as soon as they 
feel what many are unable to see — that State 
control of industry means arbitrary control of 
the individual — progress along the right road 
will begin again. 



BOOKS. 

Principles of Political Economy, By Arthur 
Latham Perry, LL. D. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 1891. 

The Veto Power. Its Origin, Development, 
and Function in the Government of the United 
States. By Edward Campbell Mason. Boston : 
Ginn & Co. 1890. 

Just a quarter of a century has elapsed since 
Prof. Perry published his first work on the sub- 
ject of the present volume. Two points are 
noteworthy In this, as in former works: the 
first is the author*s discarding the use of the 
word ** wealth," though what serious objectiou 
there could be to using it as synonomous with 
" objects of value," except that arising from the 
associations of the word and its former employ- 
ment in a vague and unscientific sence, does noU 
appear. 



The other point— of much more importance- 
is the prominence given the proposition, every 
sale is a purchase, every purchase a sale ; or, as 
the author puts it, A market for Products is 
products in Market, No writer has analyzed 
more thoroughly the transactions buying and 
selling. The influence of trade, and especially 
of foreign trade, upon the development of 
national intelligence is also traced very fully. 
♦♦ Trade is usually, if not always, the initial step 
in the mental development of individuals, and 
nations." The articles exchanged must be com- 
pared, and their values, or at any rate their 
respective desirability, estimated. The advance- 
ment of intelligence proceeds in nearly all cases 
by making more and more exact quantitative 
comparisons. Prof. Perry seeks by this fact to 
vindicate trade from the charge that it tends to 
materialism; but, inasmuch as materialism is 
itself a habit of thought, the vindication cannot 
be regarded as perfect. 

The most interesting chapters are those on 
Foreign Trade and Taxation, though the one on 
Value is perhaps the most original. In dealing 
with taxation, the author quotes some statistics 
from Sir Richard Temple, which difffer from 
those commonly received in this country. Ac- 
cording to these, the average yearly earnings 
per capita of difibrent countries are as follows : — 

Great Britain and Ireland . . . $171 28 
Continent of Europe . . . . 87 82 

Canada 126 80 

Australia 190 20 

United States 132 86 

'* According to the same unimpeachable authority 
in the same paper, the annual income from invest- 
ments is, in Great Britain and the United States, as 
nearly as possible one seventh of the aggregate prop- 
erty in each (all kinds), or fourteen per cent. In 
Canada and Australia eighteen and twenty-two per 
cent respectively. Undoubtedly the most profitable 
country at present is Australia, and Great Britain 
stands next. The only apparent reason why the 
United States, whose natural resources of every 
kind are vastly superior to either, takes the third 
rank is, that profitable exchanges are forcefully 
suppressed by law, and that to an enormous extent, 
neutralizing natural resources and glorious oppor- 
tunities for easily acquired and widespread gains. 
This violent suppression of commerce by national 
legislation makes it just so much the harder for any 
man to pay his taxes, whether these l)e due to 
Nation, State, or Municipality. If the reservoir be 
diminished, the How from it through every pipe 
becomes feebler." 

This book was written, Prof. Perry tells us, 
partly ** to leave behind me one book . . . devoted 
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exclosiyely tothe principles of the Science, using 
history only incidentally to illustrate each topic 
as it came under reyiew,** and partly ** to pro- 
vide for myself a fresh text-book to teach from." 
It seems to us that not any one work can serve 
adequately as a. text-book for instruction as 
advanced as this contemplates ; but for the gen- 
eral reader the present volume will prove valu- 
able. There is always something attractive in 
the fresh handling of a subject by one who has 
devoted hU life to it; and this book will, we 
think, prove readable and interesting to those 
who wish to attain a knowledge of the subject. 
Just at this time sound economic teaching is 
needed, and it is to be hoped that many are 
ready to receive it. 

Mr. Mason*s study of the Veto Power forms 
the first of a series of historical monographs 
by Instructors in Harvard University. The next 
promised Ls an Introduction to the Study of Fed- 
eral Government, by Prof. A. B. Hart. Mr. 
Mason traces the origin of the veto power to the 
German tribes in the time of Tacitus ; though, 
as It was known to the Romans, there seems no 
reason why It should not be traced to them, ex- 
cept that we did not derive It from them, and 
did derive It from the Germans. 

About a third of the book Is taken up with a 
descriptive list of all the measures vetoed since 
the foundation of the Government. From this 
list it appears that there had been, in all, four 
hundred and thirty-three vetoes up to March 2, 
1889. Except during Johnson's administration, 
the number of measures passed over a veto has 
been very small. When we consider the vast 
number of bad bills that have got through Con- 
gress, it seems a pity that the veto power has 
not been exercised much more freely. 

Mr. Mason*s classification and statement of 
facts are admirable, and his discussions of 
questions connected with his subject judicious. 
On the nature of the veto power, he takes the 
only sane view, ~that it is a legislative power. 
How the opposite idea could ever have arisen Is 
a marvel ; yet Dr. Von Hoist holds that the veto 
is not a part of legislative power, because all 
legislative power is vested by the Constitution in 
Congress. The reason Is worthy of a German 
metaphysician. To be sure, the veto is, in inten- 
tion, a purely negative power, equivalent to one 
sixth the votes of each House, and has always 
been so used. It might, however, be used so as 
to secure positive legislation by means of mak- 
ing a bargain. For Instance, It Is conceivable 
that President Harrison might, by agreeing to 
sign a certain financial measure, secure the pas- 
sage of the Force Bill. 

This Is, we believe, the only treatise on the 



subject, and is a very complete one. The most 
Interesting chapter is the sixth, on the ** Political 
Development of the Veto. Power." **The veto 
power has not followed the course marked out 
for it by the Federal Convention, but has worked 
out for Itself a path different both In direction 
and extent from that prophesied. . . . The dif- 
ference between the veto in 1789 and in 1889 is 
not a difference In nature but in exercise. Then 
it was used sparingly and In a cumbrous manner 
as a weapon of Constitutional warfare; to-day 
it is used frequently and easily as a means of 
preventing mistakes in the adminlstratloD of the 
business of the Government.** 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The Arena (January). Mr, WUbur Larremore, 
in writing of Popular Leaders, pays a glowing 
tribute to Grover Cleveland, Indeed, the writer's 
devotion to the noted Ex-Presldent carries him 
to the extreme of comparing Cleveland with 
Gladstone and Lincoln. If such a comparison 
voiced the true popular feeling, surely Mr. 
Cleveland could feel that ambition had been 
fairly well satisfied. The article in reality Is a 
good statement of the most prominent features 
of Mr. Cleveland's political career, his character 
as a public man, and his claims upon national 
favor to be classed as a statesman of the first 
rank. It acknowledges that there is some truth 
in the statement so often made, that happy 
chance has contributed at times to Mr. Cleve- 
land's advancement, but argues that this has 
been true of almost all great men, citing Lincoln 
as a notable example. 

A New Declaratiox of Rights, by Hamlin 
Garland, treats quite at length of the ideas and 
tenets of the followers of Henry George in his 
** Single Tax " theories. According to Mr. Gar- 
land, single tax equals liberty. *' We mean by 
liberty, perfect freedom of action, so long as the 
equal rights of others are maintained. . . . We 
are individualists, mainly. . . . We believe in 
fewer laws, and j aster interpretations thereof. 
We believe in less interference with individual 
liberty, less protection of the rapacious demands 
of the few, and more freedom of action on the 
part of the many. . . . There will never be so 
much paternalism again." All this is certainly 
encouraging. If only single tax could be 
trusted to make these beliefs realities, possibly 
the great teacher of single-tax doctrine might 
make rapid additions to his list of followers. 
By far the most comforting sentence which the 
article contains Is the assurance that ** The age 
of socialism Is not coming on, but departing." 
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May Mr. Garland prove a true prophet, instead 
of a Greely. 

It is further stated that single tax is not a 
fiscal reform only. ** Beginning on the solid 
earlh, it mounts through Free Trade, Free Pro- 
duction, Free Land, Free Men, to the highest 
conception of truth and right.*' **As fiscal re- 
formers we denounce the present system of tax- 
ation as cumbrous, inexpedient, unequal, unjust, 
and iniquitous.** These and other declarations 
of principles, with arguments in support thereof , 
constitute the main part of the article ; but it 
would have been far more interesting to the 
average reader if the writer's too frequent in- 
dulgence in gush could have been omitted. 
When seeking facts, one does not enjoy so much 
Fourth of July sentiment. 

Briefly, but quite to the point, Mr, E, D, Stark 
endeavors to answer the numerous fallacies, 
which, in his opinion, are now much too current 
^n financial circles in regard to Silver Coinage. 
Stability in value is the excellence most to be 
desired in money of whatever kind. Silver, he 
maintains, has been more stable than gold ; and 
he loses all patience with those so befogged In 
intellect as to wish us to believe that there is no 
proof that gold has increased in value since 1873, 
while in reality it has increased from forty to 
fifty per cent. The true meaning of value is not 
generally understood. •* The value of a thing is 
unthinkable except as some other thlDg is im- 
plied in the terms of which, or by reference to 
which, its value is to be estimated." In con- 
cluj^ion, Mr. Stark summarizes his views, and 
his reasons for his advocacy of free coinage as 
follows : — 

*' I hold constancy in value to be the desidera- 
tum in monetary legislation. Constancy in the 
value of money is precisely the same fact as 
stability in the general range of prices." 

**The great fall of prices in gold-standard 
countries is proof that money constituted on it 
alone is unstable, and therefore bad money, from 
the standpoint of statesmanship. Normal prices 
in silver-standard countries prove the superiority 
of silver money for the equities and beneficiencles 
of business. If our money were all brought to 
equivalence with silver bullion, as it would be 
by free coinage, and gold itself again anchored 
to silver, the superior valuing metal, and com- 
pelled to come down to a ratio of 1.1 C with It, 
on peril of dismissal from the valuing ofllce in 
our commerce (though restraining its minting 
right at that ratio), our money would be more 
honest and efficient, both in its office of measur- 
ing goods for transfer and as a mode of loanable 
capital, — which Is the free-coinage argument In 
a nutshelL" 



Popular Sciencb Monthly (January). — 
The series of articles on American Industries 
since Columbus^ begun in the December number, 
is continued. This number deals with Iron 
Mils and Puddling Furnaces, and is written by 
Wm, F, Durfee, Engineer, The excellence of 
the series as judged by the first number is In no 
way diminished by this second instalment. 

Prof, Amos K Currier furnishes some Inter- 
esting facts on The Decline of Sural New England 
which are well worth considering. He considers 
the outlook for the rural districts very unsatis- 
factory. The land is held in fewer hands, and 
rented out from year to year; many farms are 
without resident cultivators ; the area of culti- 
vated land Is decreasing, and the land growing 
poor; while the colleges and town schools have 
as a rule improved, the educational facilities in 
the rural districts have decreased. 

Country churches also "have dwindled Into 
insignificance, or have been blotted out alto- 
gether." And as a crowing eflbct of all these 
deteriorating influences, ** there is a decline in 
public spirit, and a visible growing away from 
the pure democracy characteristic of primitive 
New England." 

Thb Ninbteknth Century for December con- 
tains two articles of political interest: one by 
Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, Shall we Americanize 
our Institutions? ; and England and the McKinley 
Bill: The Trade League against England, by 
Mr. Louis J. Jennings, M. P. 

Mr. Chamberlain looks with some favor upon 
the drastic measures adopted in the House of 
Representatives last winter for cutting off de- 
bate. 

"No serious purpose, no national object, is 
served by these discussions, which really prevent 
careful examination of the estimates and criticism 
of the policy on which they are based. The experts 
and economists who might bring real knowledge to 
the consideration of the question, retire disheartened 
from a discussion which is being carried on for fac- 
tious purposes. The House is wearied by the irrele- 
vance of speeches and the ignorance of speakers, 
with no special acquaintance with their subject, 
and the whole debate degenerates Into a physical 
contest of endurance between the overworked Min- 
isters on one side and the free lances of the Opposi- 
tion on the other." 

Mr. Jennings sees. In the McKinley Act, in 
the "efibrts which are being made by Mr. 
Blaine to bring the South American States and 
Canada into a commercial federation with the 
Republic," in the " Retaliation Act," and In a 
variety of other measures, indications of a great 
league against the commercial interests of Great 
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Britain. It really is not surprising that foreign 
observers should be misled by the appeals to 
ignorance made by leaders of the dominant 
party, and particularly by the President in his 
Message, by which the impression Is sought to 
be conveyed that the spirit of our national pol- 
icy is to benefit ourselves at the expense of 
other, nations, instead of, as is really the case, 
benefiting certain classes of our citizens at the 
expense of the rest. Mr. Jennings is inclined to 
urge upon his country the policy of fighting fire 
with fire ; though how England would get any 
advantage from voluntarily restricting her trade 
still further, when, by his own admission, the 
chief injury the McKinley Act can do her is to 
diminish her trade, he does not explain very 
clearly. He looks with longing towards a cus- 
toms union — a sort of reciprocity — between 
England and her colonies. Inasmuch as most of 
the colonies interpose customs barriers between 
themselves and the mother country, this might 
be a good thing for the latter, unless she had to 
relinquish more trade in one direction than she 
gained in the other. 

In the Fortnightly Rbvibw for December, 
Mr. W. R. Lawson speaks of the recent Averted 
Crash in the City. Severe censure is visited 
upon the financial conduct of the Barings, but 
little is said as to the general fact that the fail- 
ure of a single house was able to shake the 
financial system of a whole country, and, one 
might almost say, of the world. In the same 
magazine, Mr. H. J. Wilson discusses English 
Bankers and the Bank of England Beserve. 
The late crisis has caused questioning as to the 
integiity of the English banking system. Since, 
in time of need, aid was received from the Bank 
of France, some have been disposed to contrast 
favorably the French with the English system. 

The Bank of France ** endured the devasta- 
tion produced by the * copper crash,* and the 
foundering of the Comptoir d*Escomple, with- 
out once putting its rate of interest above 
four and one half per cent." Moreover, ** in 
England the small trader rarely or ever obtains 
the use of bankers' capital for less than five per 
cent, and in times like the present he pays six, 
seven, or even eight per cent. All the time the 
Bank of France is discounting to its humbler 
customers throughout the Republic at three per 
cent, or a little more." The chief explanation of 
this is, that the Bank of France is much more of 
a State institution than the Bank of England. 
** It is not only the supreme dispenser of credit; 
It Is the sole issuer of bank notes." Neverthe- 
less, there are grave disadvantages in the French 
system ; its adoption by England would neces- 
sarily Involve surrendering the absolute convert- 



ibility of the bank-note into gold. " It cannot 
be too often reiterated that London is the bank- 
ers' clearing-house of the world, solely because 
gold can always be had here at a fixed price, 
plus the current rate of discount, ' on demand.* 
Our frequent changes in the market rates of dis- 
count and occasional spasms of high rates are 
neither more nor less than the prices the busi- 
ness of the country has to pay for the mainten- 
ance of the free-gold market.** On the whole, 
there can be no doubt that such a market is 
worth more than the price paid for it. 

Certain defects of the English banking system 
are considered, and remedies are proposed ; but 
probably much more radical changes are neces- 
sary before the system will become anywhere 
near perfect. 

In the Westminster Review, Mr. Harold 
Cox (Behousing the Poor in London) main- 
tains that *' the provision of cheap houses at 
the public expense, though it would be a relief 
to the families lucky enough to obtain admission 
to the new tenements, would not solve the 
housing of the poor problem; that the same 
evil with which we are now face to face would 
repeat Itself In each generation ; and that ulti- 
mately the thing would reduce itself to an 
absurdity, for each family would be paying in 
rates the full amount It saved In rent.'* The 
magnitude of the evil of having one hundred 
thousand families In one city In need of homes 
Is not blinked at ; but the remedy proposed is 
conclusively shown to be ill-advised, as It seems 
to us. The upshot would be simply shifting the 
duty of housing the laborer from the employer 
to the rate-payer; that Is, rent would be paid 
from rates instead of from wages. The article 
aflbrds a fine Illustration of acuteness In one 
direction, and of something which certainly is 
not acuteness in another. The Ideal remedy, 
according to Mr. Cox, would be a rise of wages. 

" But it will be said neither the County Council 
nor Parliament can raise the wages of the working 
classes of London. That is not altoj^ether true. 
In the first place, the County Council and the 
vestries are very large employers of labor. By 
raising the wages of all tlieir employees slightlv 
above tlie jiresent market rate of wages for each 
class of work, they would improve the price of 
labor generally." 

When a man Is so far gone as to speak this 
way, it Is utterly useless to reason with him on 
the subject; there is no hope for him in this 
world or In the world to come. It probably 
would be unavailing even to bring him to this 
country, and show him the effects on our politics 
of paying more for services in public positions 
than the same services could command else- 
where. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO-D7=t Y. 



AMERICANA. 

Policeman James F. Hannon arraigned Car- 
■ten Hilsbom. Jr., of 161 West Broadway, In 
the Tombs Police Court yesterday, for violating 
the Excise law. 

••How*d you get Into this man's place?" 
aaked Justice Wlute. 

•• Side door." 

**Wliat'dyousee?" 

*• This man ahlnd the bar." 

** lyyc see anything? " 

••No." 

*• See any one drinking?'* 

•• No." 

••Discharged;" 

Three cases exactly similar followed, and a 
new court reporter asked one of the court 
offlcern : — 

♦•Why do the policemen arrest these saloon 
keepers when they know they have no case 
against them?" 

*' Well, you see, If a policeman went Into a 
saloon, and came out without making au arrest, 
some one might see him, and think he had been 
in drinking, and make a complaint against him ; 
so for their own protection they arrest the bar- 
keeper. — New York Sun. 

Tearful Wife. — Judge, he ain't a bad hus- 
band when he 's sober. Can't you make his flne 
a little less? 

Judge. — No, my good woman. When a man 
flogs his wife I give him the full extent of the 
law. 

Tear/ul Wife. — Well, the flne has got to be 
paid, I s'poSe. Would your honor mind giving 
me the job of scrubbing the floors of this build- 
ing? — Philadelphia Times, 

BroHson. — Did you hear of the sad fate of 
poor Offaloffiski, the Russian? 

Johruton. No ; what Is it? 

Branson, — He got into an altercation with a 
fellow-countryman, and the other fellow pulled 
out a revolver and made Ofi'alofi'ski eat his words. 
It killed him. — Light. 

It would be well to make the Indian work, as 
Oen. Sherman says; but it would require two 
TThite men to each Indian, aud a third to watch 
them and see that they did n't steal his earnings 
and his hide. — Judge. 

The n amber of misplaced parentheses that have 

been discovered in the McKinley bill suggests 

tbftt ^mething ought to be done to promote the 

indastry of punctuation in Congress. The raw 

materUd needs developing. — Boston Herald, 



Bussian Official. --You cannot stay in this 
country, jiir. 

Traveller. —Then I 'U leave it. 

Official. — Have you a permit to leave? 

Traveller. — No, sir. 

Official. — Then you cannot go. I leave you 
twenty-four Hours to make up your mind as to 
what you shall do. — Netc York Sun, 

The recall of Mizner failed to partake of the 
nature of an encore, perhaps because it was too 
late to get somebody to continue the perform- 
ance by killing another man. — Judge. 

The Newark's second trial trip has failed on 
account of a broken bolt. Bolts are nasty 
things. Ask Quay. -Philadelphia Times. 

Nobody makes a lie out of the whole cloth 
nowadays : the tarift' is too heavy. — Philadelphia 
Times. 

Stranger in Washington. — What has hap- 
pened — what is all that noise aboqt? 

Beside )U. — Oh, that's Gen. Qreely celebrat- 
ing: one of his weather forecasts has come 
true. — New York Sun. 

In a Montreal court, a number of men and 
women from a house of *' ill fame" were called 
up to answer to their names. The male portion 
pleaded guilty and were fined the usual V, which 
they paid. The females, however, objected to 
such a summary mode of procedure, and had 
their cases continued until Monday afternoon, 
but not without a censure IVom the worthy re- 
corder, who remarked, — 

"I want all^ you women to lisjten. You are 
most of you young, and have time to repent of 
your bad deeds ; 'tis bad you know, but you must 
see me Monday. Meantime, 

** Go, be innocent and live, 
And thougli the tongnes of men may wound thee sore, 

I in pity may forgive 
And bid thee go and sin no more." 

, A court in the staid old German town of Gotha 
has been called upon to decide a novel question. 
A gentleman, while playing cards with a party of 
friends in a beer hall, was assaulted by a pretty 
waiter girl with malice aforethought and with a 
smacking kiss upon his manly cheek. The mat- 
ter was at first treated as a joke, but turned out 
to be a rather serious afikir for the kissee, when 
his wife heard about it. His irate spouse would 
not believe that the kiss was an unprovoked af- 
fair, so far as her liege lord was concerned, and 
in order to vindicate himself he has brought a 
suit against the girl for damages, on the ground 
that the kiss has injured his reputation for 
morality. — Boston Journal, 
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The conditions under which this paper is pub- 
lished'render it impossible to giye the weekly record 
of facts the character of news. This is especially 
the case with the foreign items for which we shall 
not hereafter rely on the American newspapers. 
Nor does it seem feasible to complicate the classifi- 
cation by separating items accordingly as they are 
or are not " news." Sufflce it to say that the facts 
are, in the main, collected from daily papers ; that 
their importance does not generally depend upon 
dates ; that our record of them cannot have greater 
authority than the sources have, but is evidently 
more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

In Congress, nothing of importance was done 
during the week ending January 8. Among the 
new bills and resolutions introdaced are : a bill 
by M. Herbert (Ala.), in the House, providing 
that the arid and semi-arid lands still belonging 
to the public domain shall be turned over to the 
respective States and Territories in which they 
are located when certain specified conditions 
shall have been complied with by the several 
Legislatures ; a bill, in the Senate, authorizing 
the constmction of a railroad in Alaska (the 
bill grants to the Alaska Coal Mining and. De- 
velopment Company the right to construct a 
railroad and telegraph line on the most eligible 
route from Portage Bay to Henderson Bay) ; and 
a joint resolution by Senator Carlisle authoriz- 
ing the President to appoint three commission- 
ers, and to invite Canada to appoint the same 
number, to consider questions aflTecting the com- 
mercial relations of the two countries under 
e xiating treaties, and to recommend reciprocal 



legislation with a view to promote the growth 
of commerce between them. Senator Regan 
(Dcm., Tex.) gave notice of several important 
amendments to the Aldrich cloture resolution, 
to be proposed when that resolution is taken up. 
The general eflTect of the amendments is to en- 
large the opportunities of the minority to pre- 
vent abrupt cloture. Senator Paddock, from 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, 
reported, with unimportant amendments, the 
bill known as the Pure Food Bill, for prevent- 
ing adulteration and misbranding of food and 
drugs. The bill establishes a bureau under the 
Department of Agriculture, and provides for the 
appointment of a chief to examine samples of 
food and drugs sold in the United States or in- 
tended for foreign shipment. This chief is also 
to provide regulations under which the samples 
are to be subjected, and he is also to cause to 
have published in bulletins the results of the 
various analyses for distribution throughout the 
country. Harmful or deceptive adulteration of 
food or drugs is made punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment. 



The committee appointed by the last Kansas 
Legislature to revise the laws of the State have 
made their report. Following are some of the 
changes proposed: Providing for free public 
works, the election of railroad commissioners, 
a State Board of Charity, a reduction in official 
salaries, taxing of actual values of property, 
reduction of prison expenses, reduction in the 
number of judicial districts, and limiting the 
privileges of State Banks. The last measure 
provides for the incorporation of banks with a 
capital stock of not less than ten thousand dol- 
lars, of which fifty per cent, must be paid In at 
the start, prohibits the banks from loaning 
money on real estate and engaging in commerce, 
imposes heavy penalties for receiving deposits 
when the bank is in an insolvent condition, pro- 
hibits the declaring of dividends when the cap- 
ital has become impaired, and provides for a 
safe cash reserve to be always on hand. The 
measure also provides for the appointment of a 
bank commissioner lo examine the banks at 
least once each year, and to whom banks must 
report at least four times each year, and oftener 
if required. 
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The Wyoming Legislature has forwarded to 
Congress a memorial on irrigation. The Legis- 
lature believes that national control of irrigation 
is impracticable, and urges the granting to the 
several States the arid belt of the public domain. 
Under State control, it is held, laws can be 
promptly enacted to meet emergencies, while 
Congress lacks the familiarity with the needs of 
the country. The memorial further states that 
already, even without a systematic distribution 
of the waters, a great deal has been achieved by 
private enterprise. Over one hundred miles of 
ditches have been built and operated, and a vast 
area rendered productive. 



A serious proposition has been made in the 
Georgia Legislature to tax bachelors for the 
support of the branch colleges in the State. 
The bill to that effect is carefully drawn,,with a 
, graduated scale of taxes. Bachelors over thirty 
and under thirty-five years of age are to pay an 
annual tax of twenty-five dollars. From this 
beginning the figures gradually rise, until a tax 
of two hundred dollars a year is imposed upon 
bachelors over sixty years of age. 



It is now certain that in Minnesota, at the late 
elections, the Constitutional amendment, allow- 
ing ten members, or five sixths of a jury, to ren- 
der a verdict in civil cases, was carried. 



In April last, the New York Legislature passed 
a bill empowering the governor to appoint a 
conmiission to promote uniformity of legislation 
in this country upon the subject of divorce. The 
commission was authorized to consider the ex- 
pediency of holding a general conference of rep- 
resentatives from all the States on this matter, 
and, if it deemed such a convention expedient, it 
was authorized to invite the States to send 
representatives to consult with New York and 
draft a uniform divorce law to be submitted to 
the approval and adoption of the several Legis- 
latures. 

The New York commission was appointed, and 
has been in session for some months past, study- 
ing the divorce laws of the several States and 
collecting divorce statistics. As a result of Its 
examination, It has decided to avail Itself of the 
permission granted by the Legislature, and it 
will send communications to the governor of 
every State in the Union, requesting him to ap- 
point a like commission, to meet In convention 
and determine the practicability of a uniform 
divorce law. 

The New York commission finds that the pres- 
ent diversity of the divorce laws is almost beyond 



belief. The laws of no two States are the same 
on this important matter, ranging from those of 
Rhode Island, where a divorce can be obtained 
for incompatibility of temper, or for almost any 
cause, to South Carolina, where it cannot be pro- 
cured for any cause whatever. 



The South Carolina Legislature passed a bill 
prohibiting the employment of minors under 
sixteen over eleven hours a day. 



The St. Louis Bar Association has prepared a 
bill which will l>e presented to the Legislature, 
authorizing the governor to appoint conmiis- 
sioners to meet in national convention with dele- 
gates from other States and devise a system 
whereby the laws relative to negotiable paper 
and the administration of estates shall be uniform 
in all the States. The delegates sent to the con- 
vention, after agreeing to a draft of the measures 
proposed, will report the same to the Legislatures 
of the respective States. 



The New York Grand Jury for December calls 
attention in- its report to a law, passed by the 
Legislature In 1886, providing for the establish- 
ment of municipal lodging-houses In New York 
City, and authorizing the Commissioners of 
Charities to acquire buildings for the shelter at 
night of such people as are obliged to seek 
accommodation in police station-houses, — a law 
which has not been carried into efl^t. The 
report says : — 

'*The Grand Jury, through a committee of its 
members, has visited many of the precinct station- 
houses, and has found the accommodations there 
afforded to be wholly unsuited to the proper shelter 
of the unfortunate class for whose use they are in- 
tended. Two rooms in each of the station-houses 
are set aside for this purpose, one for men and the 
other for women. Floors and walls are of brick and 
stone, and each room is thoroughly washed every 
morning at an early hour, immediately after the 
occupants are turned out. The rooms are as clean 
as water can make them. The accommodations, how- 
ever, are crude and primitive. For each one, man 
or woman, a board Is provided, and nothing more. 
This board is laid upon an iron frame raised a little 
distance from the floor. Upon these hoards the 
lodgers pass the night in their filth and vermin. 
During the cold weather a stove or furnace c<H]trib- 
utes heat, and, the ventilation being insufficient, soon 
renders the air, already foul and sickening by the 
herding together of these unclean creatures, insuffer- 
ably vile. 

** The act of 1886 provides that the persons seeking 
shelter In the municipal lodging-house therein pro- 
vided for shall be compelled to take a warm and 
cleansing bath on entering the house, and that in 
the morning a simple meal shall be given them, ancl 
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in return they shall be required, as compensation, to 
do a reasonable amount of worlc before leaving. 
Their clothing is taken from them and thoroughly 
disinfected before it is returned to them. Tlie act 
further authorizes the Commissioner of Charities and 
Correction to make suitable rules and regulations 
for admission to and for the government of the 
municipal lodging-house and to determine the kinds 
and amounts of labor or employment to be exacted 
of the persons receiving accommodations and lodg- 
ings therein, and to provide for their necessary 
superintendence and attention until such labor shall 
be performed ; all revenue resulting from such labor 
to be paid into the city treasury. 



The Washington correspondent of the St. 
Louis Globe-DemoerattWho was the first to charge 
that Congressmen were In the ** silver pool,** and 
benefited by the rise of silver brought about by 
legislation, and whose charge has not yet been 
investigated (though there is a resolution de- 
manding such an investigation before the 
House), now writes to the Globe-DemocrcU that 

*' the proposed financial legislation Is likely to fall at 
this session, because the President has discovered 
that the 12,000,000 ounces of silver, the purchase of 
which was recommended by Secretary Windom, and 
provided for in the original draft of the Senate 
Caucus Bill, was ' held by a pool, which would be 
enriched to the amount of several millions of dollars 
if the bill to buy the surplus became the law." 
'Some of these gentlemen,' he says, 'are in public 
life; others of them have made frequent trips to 
Washington from New York of late, to urge upon 
the Administration the necessity of financial legisla- 
tion.*" 

A problem has arisen under the pension law of 
last June. The act grants pensions to soldiers 
who served ninety days and are now disabled 
from supporting themselves, provided they were 
hoDorabiy discharged. The Pension Office offi- 
cials were of the opinion that the act did not in- 
clude soldiers who had been in the Confederate 
service. But the assistant secretary has decided 
that claimants who served in the Confederate 
army prior to enlistment in the United States 
service are entitled to pensions. There is uncer- 
tainty with regard to those who were wounded 
while in the Confederate service. 



The Boston International Copyright Associa- 
tion is disturbed by the report that a certain 
Senator proposes to ofi'er an amendment to the 
Copyright Bill, which has passed the House, and 
it was decided to send to every Senator a copy 
of the following resolution : — 

** The International Copyright Association, con- 
sisting of upward of three hundred members, at its 
annual meeting, urgently requests all members of 



the United States Senate to use their best efforts to 
pass the Copyright Bill now pending as it was passed 
in the House of Representatives, deeming it more 
important to recognize the principle than to endan- 
ger the passage of any bill by attempting to amend 
the present one." 



The new Federal Constitution of the Brazilian 
Republic guarantees to citizens the following 
rights : — 

" First, they may do or cease to do what they 
think best so long as they respect the rights of others. 
Secondly, profess freely their religion. Thirdly, 
express their opinion freely. Fourthly, teach and 
learn what they choose. Fifthly, select the mode 
of living that suits them. Sixthly, meet publicly 
without interference of the police. Seventhly, 
come into, remain in. Or quit Brazil, as suits their 
interests. Eighthly, ask for anything they require. 
Ninthly, the house of a citizen is an inviolable asy- 
Jum. Tenthly, all are equal before the law. The 
republic will abolish special privileges, titles, and 
other class distinctions." 



The Bureau of American Republics has re- 
ceived information of the organization of a cor- 
poration with a capital of #25,000,000, whose 
object Is the establishment of twenty agricultural 
settlements upon the public lands of Brazil, 
which are given by the (Government free of cost 
to aid the enterprise, and the construction of 
railways to place the settlements in communica 
lion with each other, and with their markets, as- 
well the carrying out of engineering works, min- 
ing operation, and the manufacture of sugar, 
bricks, tiles, and lime. The company will select 
thousands of families of skilled mechanics and 
agriculturists and transport them to Brazil, where 
houses and tools will be ready for their use. 
These colonists will be divided into villages, 
each village to form a nucleus for Immigrants to 
be brought over later. The Federal and State 
governments of Brazil have ofi^ered a guaranty of 
five per cent Interest on one third of the capital 
Invested In the enteiprlse. 



JUDICIAL. 

The Kentucky Legislature of 1880 passed a 
law imposing a tax of one-half cent on each 
f 100 In value of taxable property In the State 
for the benefit of the Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical College of the State. The validity of this 
act was contested, and the Court of Appeals 
declared the act constitutional. 



Judge Reed, of Philadelphia, has decided that 
the State law forbidding the sale of oleomarga- 
rine in original packages is unconstitutional. 
The Judge's conclusions are as follows ;— 
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" First — The right of a State to enact police laws, 
at least when such laws prohibit the sale of articles 
which, without prohibition, would be legitimate 
subjects of commercial interchange, is subordinate 
to the power of the United States to regulate com- 
merce between the States. 

" Second — The right to sell in the original pack- 
age goods imported from another State, if the latter 
are merchantable and legitimate subjects of trade 
and commerce, is guaranteed by the United States, 
and, though it can be regulated, it cannot be prohib- 
ited by any State. 

" Third -The United States has the paramount 
right to declare what goods are merchantable and 
what regulations of their sale are reasonable. 

** Fourth— B J an act of Congress the United 
States has declared oleomargarine to be a merchant- 
able article, and has regulated its sale. 

*' Fifth — The act of Assembly of Pennsylvania of 
May 21, 1885, does not regulate but prohibits the sale 
of oleomargarine, therefore such act cannot apply 
to the goods described in the special verdict, and 
the defendant is not guilty as he stands indicted." 



Judge Mavey, of Texas, has ovemiled the 
Treasury Department lu the matter of returning 
Chinese Immigrants tcr China at the Govern- 
ment's expense, even when the immigrants did 
not come direct from China. The judge's de- 
cision is that the Government has no right to 
send to China Chinese laborers who enter the 
United States from contingent countries, and 
that the language of the law authorizing their 
return to the country whence they came should 
in such cases be construed to mean the contigu- 
ous country, and not China. This construction 
affords no relief whatever against the Chinese 
coming from Mexico and other countries, as 
they may, after expulsion, come back at the first 
opportunity. 



While travelling in Europe, a Minnesota 
woman learned that her husband had secured a 
divorce on the ground of desertion and that her 
attorney had transferred her real estate to her 
ex-husband. She retamed, and Instituted pro- 
ceedings; charging conspiracy. At the trial the 
charge of conspiracy was fully proved, and the 
woman obtained an order of the court setting 
aside the divorce and ordering an accounting. 
The Supreme Court of Minnesota has reversed 
the decision. While not denying that there was 
a conspiracy to swindle the woman out of her 
husband and property, the Court affirms that the 
fact being admitted that the attorney had the 
power to transact business for her, the Court 
cannot go behind the acts to discover whether 
or not there was a criminal collusion in bringing 
them about. 



A decision which will have important conse- 
quences for cities along the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, which secure their coal supply from Pitts- 
burg, has just been rendered by Judge Acheson, 
in the United States Circuit Court at Pittsburg. 
A long time ago the Monongahela Navigation 
Company constructed a series of dams on the 
Monongahela River in order to render the stream 
navigable at all seasons. As the result of a pop- 
ular demand that the river be made free of toll, 
a Congressional committee secured an appropri- 
ation to buy one of the dams of the company 
and make it free. The company declined to sell 
at the price offered, and a price in excess of the 
same was fixed by appraisers, which, after an 
appeal by the company, has been substantially 
confirmed by Judge Acheson. This price do«s 
not allow anything for the company's franchise, 
the Court merely considering the cost and carry- 
ing capacity of the dam, holding that the river 
is a navigable river of the United States, and 
that such rivers are public and not private high- 
ways. 

The Supreme Court of Minnesota held that 
after a ** round-trip" or ** excursion** railroad 
ticket has been used by the holder in going one 
way over the route, it is good in the hands of a 
purchaser from the original holder for the return 
trip, there being no condition in the contract to 
the contrary. 



Judge Horton, of the Circuit Court at Chi- 
cago, decided that an ordinance passed by the 
city government granting a franchise for an ele- 
vated railroad was Illegal,' the consent of the 
property-owners along the proposed line not 
having been secured. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

Co-operative Building Associations, whose 
purpose is to furnish cheap and comfortable 
homes for those who can save something ont of 
their Incomes, are multiplying rapidly in this 
country. The members are mostly telegraph 
operators and newspaper men. There are thirty- 
five associations in New York city, and ninety In 
the adjoining counties. Some of them have 
accumulated as much as $2,000,000 in small sav- 
ings. 

Five years ago the Nelson Manuf actaring Com- 
pany, of St. Louis, Mo. , adopted the plan of 
sharing profits with the employees. At the fifth 
annual meeting, the president of the company 
made the following statement in refiarence to 
the success of the policy : — 
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" Five yean ago we began sharing profits be- 
tween capital and wfkges. There had never been 
any trouble between us. The house has been pros- 
perous since its foundation. Its policy was satis- 
factory to you and us. We had therefore no 
business reasons for adopting the co-operative sys- 
tem. "We did not then nor have we since imposed 
any conditions or restrictions. We have not asked 
longer hours nor harder work. We never Inquired 
whether you belonged to unions or favored protec- 
tion or free-trade. 

*' We pay regular wages, just as any other manu- 
facturing house. Both to salaried men and to 
factory men we aim to pay the best of wages» so 
that we may get the best of men. Our foremen are 
under standing instructions to pay at least as much 
as is paid for like work in similar establishments. 
All capital invested is allowed six per cent, as if 
wages. 

"Having ascertained what the net earnings of 
tl^ year are, we set aside one tenth for a surplus 
fund to meet losses in unprofitable years. From 
one tenth to one twentieth goes to the provident 
fund, which is under the control of a committee 
elected by yourselves. We then make an equal 
dividend upon capital and the total amount paid for 
wages and salaries. Each man gets the same div- 
idend on his wages that he would on a similar 
amount of stock. When his dividend is converted 
into stock it receives its interest and dividend, just 
as the capital owned by the original proprietors. 

" During the five years in which the system has 
been in operation, we have paid forty-three per 
cent in dividends on wages besides the considerable 
amounts paid out by the Provident Committee and 
the amount of surplus fund accumulated to meet 
further contingencies. Those of you who have 
taken all your dividends in stock have received, as 
interest and dividends thereon, sixty-four per cent 
on the first year's amount, forty<«even per cent on 
the second, thirty-two per cent on the third, sixteen 
per cent on the fourth, besides compound dividends 
on the first three. 

" Nine hours constitutes a day's work in this 
house, with full pay. Believing that ten hours is 
too long a day's work, we shortened the time, first to 
fifty-seven hours a week, and later to fifty-four 
hours. During the past busy season — for about 
four months — the hours were, by unanimous con- 
sent, made sixty a week. When orders were press- 
ing, it seemed sound policy to try to meet them. 
The dividend of the past year, as verified by your 
representative, is ten per cent, for which stock cer- 
tificates will be handed you in due time." 



The building trades-unions of Memphis, Neb., 
have agreed to decline to work on any buildings 
where non-union men are employed, or with 
members of anions who fail to produce, when 
called upon, a paid-up working card. 



The superintendent of the telegraph of the 
Lake Shore and Michigan Soathem Railway has 



issued an order to members of the Telegraphers* 
Union in his employ requesting them to with- 
draw from the order or to resign their positions. 
The reason Is said to be the opposition of the 
Union to taking young men into the oflSces as 
apprentices. 



From the report of the Minnesota Bureau of 
Labor Statistics it appears that the average num- 
ber of months employed Is 10.54, the average 
rate per day while employed $2 10, and the aver- 
age Income per day for 812 days, $1.85. From 
the tables on child labor, it appears that less 
than thirteen per cent are under twelve years of 
age, and that fifty cents per day Is the average 
wages. 29,024 children, or 10 6 per cent attend 
school one month or less, 24.4 per cent attend 
two months or less, and 41.2 per cent attend 
three months or less. 



The following Is a general summary of the 
report of the Indian Factory Commission : — 

First, the limitation of the hours of work for 
women to eleven daily is proper and sufficient. 
Female operatives do not desire tlie present hours 
shortened; on the contrary, many have expressed 
themselves strongly against any interference which 
may lead to their losing their means of livelihood. 
Secondly, that no separate class should be recognized 
by ^aw as young persons, and that the difficulty 
should be met by raising the minimum age of chil- 
dren to fourteen. Thirdly, regarding children, the 
Commission is of opinion that, except under the 
shift system, nine hours is too long ; that any change 
would lead to the reduction of wages ; and that in 
mills outside the Bengal shift system, half-time is 
the only solution of the question, and children should 
not work over six and three quarters hours daily. 
Fourthly, women and children should have one 
holiday in every seven days, preferably Sunday, as 
should also male adults, except where continuous 
production is necessary. Fifthly, operatives desire 
that the present working-day —that is from day- 
light to dusk — should be continued. Sixthly, fac- 
tories may work on a Sunday following a native festi- 
Tal holiday; but if two such holidays oc«ur in one 
week the two following Sundays should not be work- 
ing-days. Seventhly, there should be a compulsory 
stoppage of work for thirty minutes about mid-day 
for male operatives not employed on the shift system. 
Eightly, Bombay mill-hands should be paid monthly 
wages. Ninthly, the Commission having found that 
most of the mills round about Calcutta, and some in 
Bombay, Ahmedabad, and Cawnpore, provide medi- 
cal advice and treatment for tlieir operatives, they 
bring this subject to the favorable consideration of 
employers who have not yet adopted the dispensary 
system, and they also recommend the starting of 
provident funds for operatives disabled by accident 
or disease, and the provision of instruction for chil- 
dren. 
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IN GENERAL. 

Some of the justices and constables who have 
grown fat on the methods employed to enforce 
the prohibitory law in this (Polk) county have at 
last come to grief. The Grand Jury yesterday 
returned bills against a number of them. The 
charges are conspiracy to defraud the county, 
threats to extort money, blackmail, and making 
false returns of warrants. Justice Collender and 
Constables Kellar, Burdick, West, Hamilton, and 
Cleggett were indicted for conspiracy to defraud ; 
Constables Pierce, West, and Hamilton, for 
blackmail, and Cleggett was also indicted for 
making false warrants. 

Some idea of the extent of the operations of 
these justices, constables, searchers, and spot- 
ters may be obtained from the statement of their 
fee bills rendered against the county during ten 
months of the present year in criminal cases, 
nearly all of which relate to the prohibitory law, 
amounting to considerably over $60,000. The 
probability is that for the year they will exceed 
$60,000. When the present officers were de- 
feated for renomination in September hist they 
became incensed and greatly increased their 
activity. The pace at which costs accumulated 
was not generally known, however, until the 
transcripts were filed with the Board of Super- 
visors in November. So exorbitant were they 
that the board refused to allow any of them, and 
passed a resolution asking the Grand Jury to 
investigate the matter and report their findings 
to the district court It is probable that the 
other justices, three in number, and the con- 
stables serving them will also be indicted. 

The Grand Jury also returned a joint indict- 
ment for conspiracy against Aldermen Smith and 
Sheldon and ex-Aldermen Drady, Morris, Macy, 
and Reynolds. — Associated Press Despatch from 
Des Moines, Iowa. 



Some of the Philadelphia manufacturers re- 
fused to give to the collectors of the manufac- 
turers' cen«us detailed accounts of their business 
as to cost of production and profits. The law 
requires them to do so, and the matter will be 
looked into by the proper authorities. 



Three fourths of the inhabitants of Oklahoma 
are said to suffer from hunger and cold. No 
employment is to be had, and no means to leave 
the territory. 



On Christmas eve, by the bursting of a water- 
pipe in the Chicago post-ofllce, caused by the 
sinking of a wall, five hundred sacks of mail were 
injured, a considerable portion beyond repair. 



The Russian Government, desirous of an ex- 
cuse for closing Polish Roman Catholic churches, 
has been forbidding the repair of these buildings 
and has shut up a considerable number of them, 
on the ground that they were unsafe. Before 
the prohibitory decree was issued a priest in the 
government of Kleff, M. Pletrowski, received 
permission to execute certain repairs in his 
church, and raised the money for this purpose 
by collections among his parishioners. While 
the work was in progress it was stopped by 
order of the governor-general of Kieff, and M. 
Pletrowski was commanded to betake himself to 
a village several hundreds bf mUes distant, *' as a 
punishment for having extorted money from his 
parishioners by false pretences.*" M. Pletrowski 
demanded an investigation into these charges ; a 
commission of Russian officials was appointed to 
try him, and they felt bound to report that he 
was quite blameless. The governor of Kieff has 
now issued a new order, in which he removes M. 
Pletrowski from his cure, for the reason that 
'* this priest is a dangerous person, who evidently 
knows how to exercise his wiles even over Or- 
thodox Russians.** 



The so-called Gothenburg liquor-licensing sys- 
tem is now in operation in all the centres of pop- 
ulation of Sweden. The plan. Introduced in 
1874, at Gothenburg, has proved very successful. 
It is thi^: The entire monopoly of the liquor 
trade In a municipality is granted to a single 
company. The terms of the franchise compel 
the reduction of the number of saloons to the 
lowest practicable point as well as the keeping 
of them in sanitary and orderly condition. After 
the expenses are paid and a small stipulated 
profit on the capital deducted, all receipts are 
handed over to the city government for public 
purposes. Drunkenness is said to have been ma- 
terially reduced under this system. 



A large number of Sicilian peasants, in want 
of the necessaries of life, have revolted against 
the authorities and plundered a nobleman's C8- 
tates and many farms to obtain provisions. 



In Paris, the applications for municipal 
appointments are nearly a thousand for each 
position, although the salaries are very small, 
ranging from $260 to $400 per annum. 



It Is claimed that the cooperative house-keep- 
ing scheme inaugurated some time ago by the 
Evanston (111.) ladies has proved a success. 



Of the 11,900,000 square miles which the con- 
tinent of Africa, with its Islands, is estimated 
to contain, 7,690,406 are European po88e«8i0ns. 
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TO-DAY, JAN. 8, 1891. 

A record tf the facts and con»ideration$ tohich 
ihow that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States, and that, ther^ore, Legislative 
BegtUatUm is injurious for them. 

J. MOBRIBOM-PULLBB, WALTKB C. R08S, EditOH. 

Steto iBter- ^^^ * ^^°^ ^™® ^® railway con- 
forenoe witit nectioos beiween Boston and New 
tr»Tei. York have been inferior to those 
which would be produced by free competition 
among different roads. As pointed out 
recently by the New York !Z\me«, all through 
tra|te between the two cities have to pass 
over one road, the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford, and this road can so regulate their 
speed that no one of the three connecting 
lines from Boston can make any better speed 
than the others. But something besides 
money is requisite to preserve the monopoly, 
namely, a Stat« Legislature. The New 
York, New Haven & Hartford has for years 
been able to control the Connecticut Legisla- 
ture, so as to prevent the Housatonic road 
from getting a franchise to extend its tracks 
some forty miles to New York City, as it 
would be glad to do, and thus furnish the 
travelling public quicker accommodations. 
Considerable animosity is felt towards the 
road having the monopoly, but the question 
whether more ilMeeling should properly be 
excited against a railroad for owning a State 
Legislature than contempt and disgust 
towards the Legislature for being owned 
admits of only one answer. 



A report comes from Peru that 
wiS*Per£ * movement is making in that 
country towards reciprocal trade 
with the United States in the articles lard and 
sugar. The Peruvians manufacture more 
sugar than they require for home consump- 
tion, while they have to import lard, and in 
this country the case is reversed. It has, 
accordingly, occurred to them that they 
could get more lard for their surplus sugar 
if the duty on those articles were removed. 
The advantage to the United States would lie 
in getting more sugar for our lard; that is, 
sugar would be cheaper hero, and lard in 
Peru, with respect to consumers, but the 
revenues of the governments would be dimin- 
ished. 

An arrangement such as is desired would 
amount to free trade in lard and sugar, but 



only between the United States and Peru. 
This would give sugar from the latter an ad- 
vantage in our markets over sugar from other 
countries, and the same might be said of our 
lard in the markets of Peru. To many, such 
an arrangement seems better than free trade 
with all the world in those articles, but this 
results from looking at only one side of the 
question. As long as we consider only the 
advantage of having the Peruvian market for 
lard all to ourselves, the matter seems clear; 
but if reciprocal trade with Peru would be a 
good thing, why not make a treaty with 
another country, too, and obtain another 
market for our lard and more cheap sugar. 
Eventually, perhaps, the advantage of having 
the widest possible market for lard and as 
many nations as possible competing to supply 
us with sugar might dawn upon us. More- 
over, lard is not the only thing we have to 
sell, nor is sugar the only thiug we wish to 
buy. It may be that the way to sensible 
commercial relations between the nations of 
the world lies through reciprocity ; free trade 
with special nations in special articles is 
better than trade hampered at all points by 
legislative stupidity, but the freedom of each 
individual to Buy where he can buy cheapest, 
and to sell where he can get most, would 
secure the greatest advantage for every coun- 
try. ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The State department at Wash- 
™J,*^^^y ington has issued a circular letter 
stating that, in pursuance of the 
recommendations of the international Ameri- 
can conference, a '^ bureau of the American 
republics '^ has been established at Washing- 
ton, having for its object the dissemination 
of authentic and useful information concern- 
ing the commercial conditions and advantages 
of the several American republics, for the 
benefit of manufacturers, merchants, and 
others who may be interested in the extension 
of trade. Among its other functions the 
bureau will prepare, print, and issue, from 
time to time, for free distribution, bulletins 
containing particulars concerning existing 
customs tariffs of the several countries, and 
such changes in them as may occur, the 
official regulations affecting the entrance and 
clearance of vessels, and the importation and 
exportation of merchandise at the ports of 
the several countries ; also quotations from 
commercial and parcel port treaties between 
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any of these republics, with the statistics of 
commerce, and other information of special 
interest. " The bureau," says the Secretary 
of State, '' will at all times be available as 
a medium of communication and correspond- 
ence to persons applying for reasonable in- 
formation pertaining to the customs tariffs 
and reculntions, and to the commerce and 
navigation ot the American republics ; and 
any suggestions as to the character of infor- 
mation that may be found useful will receive 
careful attention." 

Will some one of the large number of those 
who have expressed their gratification at this 
step of the Secretary's be good enough to an- 
swer one or two pertinent questions? In Ihe 
first place, what are the Government's 
grounds for depriving private enterprise of 
this part of its legitimate field? Why cannot 
the parties concerned be left to attend to their 
own needs? The number of trade papers, 
commercial organs, and special periodical 
publications is certainly very large in this 
country. If more are required, they are 
bound to appear sooner or later, and the Gov- 
erumeut has no call to interest itself in this 
purely private business. The merchants and 
manufacturers are sure to find ways of gath- 
ering the information they want, aud there 
is absolutely no reason to suppose that such a 
bureau as has been established by the State 
department would not have been established 
by a private agency. Is it supposed that the 
information to be gathered is of such a nature 
that no private agency can successfully en- 
gage in its collection and dissemination? If 
so, let it be shown that officials have stronger 
motives for the display of skill and persever- 
ance and executive ability. Let it also be 
explained why the Government does not es- 
tablish bureaus to aid merchants and manu- 
facturers in determining the purchase and 
sale of materials and commodities — which 
people seriously err in considering very sim- 
ple matters. 

The other question which ought to be 
answered is, what right has the Government 
to spend the public funds for the benefit of a 
special clnss of business men? Why should 
the farmer, the laborer, the artist, the pro- 
fessional man be compelled to maint: in a 
bureau in the interest of the manufacturer 
and merchant? Suppose the laborer, seeing 
that the merchant is thus accommodated, 
comes next, and demands a bureau to furnish 



him information about wages, strikes, labor 
organizations, and co-operative enterprises. 
Can the Grovemmetit deny his request? 
Surely he is much less competent to take care 
of himself than the manufacturer is; and if 
the laborer is to be indulged, why not the 
farmer, the literal y man, the naturalist? 
Will some one volunteer to furnish satisfac- 
tory answers to these queries? 



The Ameri. The American Historical Asso- 
ou AMoSal elation held its seventh annual 
uon. meeting at Washington, on Mon- 

day, Tuesday, and Wednesday of the ^tk 
week. Papers of interest to the special stu- 
dent and the general reader were enjoyed by 
the body of listeners that attended the pro- 
ceedings of the association. The studies pre- 
sented were of a practical nature, and often it 
might have been difficult to tell whether a 
paper really belonged to history proper or to 
the practically unlimited field of politics, the- 
oretical or applied. The most interesting 
paper bearing on the question of political gov- 
ernment ~ both from its contents and from 
the discussion it aroused — was read by Dr. 
J. G. Bourinot, clerk of the Canadian House 
of Commons. It was entitled *' Responsible 
Government in Canadi|," but was really a 
close comparison of the English Parliamen- 
tary system with the Congressional plan in 
force at Washington. Dr. Bourinot ex- 
plained the Canadian system which only dif- 
ers from the government of England as a 
part necessarily differs from the whole. 

The conclusions of Dr. Bourinot were un- 
favorable to the American system in the 
main. Responsible government, he argued, 
made the people as complete disposers of the 
affairs of the nation as if the people them- 
selves were actually on the fioor of Pariia- 
ment. Any cabinet that refused or even 
hesitated to carry into effect the wishes of the 
people as expressed in a constitutional way 
was replaced instantly by one pledged to their 
cause. In the United States, on the other 
hand, change is slow; amendments to the 
Constitutiou are few in number and difficult to 
carry through; but above all, a cabinet and 
administration opposed to the wishes of the 
people as expressed at recent elections, and 
independent of the actions of either or both 
houses of Congress, shapes the policy of our 
country. In other words, the Canadian or 
Parliamentary system of government is more 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO-D A V. 



117 



truly popular than the government at Wash- 
ington. 

In the discussion that followed, the leading 
objections to the Parliamentary plan were 
clearly brought out. Prof. Cohn, for exam- 
ple, argued that such a system would, under 
ordinary circumstances, give undue promi- 
nence to mere debating power as such, without 
regard to administrative ability, and instanced 
the present position of France as an illustra- 
tion. Another gentleman called attention to 
the fact that the English system was only pos- 
sible where two parties were in the field. A 
third party holding the balance of power 
might make or unmake administrations at its 
pleasure ; at any rate, greatly complicate par- 
liamentary legislation. The present eighty 
Irish representatives hold at present, or but 
recently, such a balance of power. Senator 
Hoar, however, answered in greatest detail 
the objections of Mr. Bourinot to the Amer- 
ican system. He maintained that the framers 
of the Constitution, conscious of the previous 
failures of republican experiments, laid the 
foundations of republican institutions on con- 
servative principles. The Constitution is capa- 
ble of amendment, and itself provides a plan 
for amendment, but the process is purp sely 
complicated, that plenty of time may be given 
to think before any decisive step is taken. 
Hasty and ill-famed amendments are thus 
defeated. Out of the thirteen hundred prop- 
ositions and the seventeen hundred resolu- 
tions of amendment to the Constitution but 
fifteen have been engrafted on the original 
instrument. From which it follows that if 
the American people are in earnest amend- 
ments can be carried, but that this conserva- 
tive tendency of the Constitution to let well 
enough alone has maintained the simplicity 
and perfection of the onginal plan of govern- 
ment. Passing to the question that congres- 
sional government is not popular government, 
and that parlimentary, i. e., Canadian, is, Mr. 
Hoar showed that only a member of the min- 
istry can introduce a motion for taxation or 
appropriation ; that after the flouses have 
passed on the question the governor-general 
has the right of veto. Nor is this all : the 
English Crown possesses the right of control 
before an act becomes thoroughly operative. 
Then, again, the Canadian Senate is far from 
popular. The number of members is limited, 
and they sit for life ; if more members are 
needed to aid the ministry to carry through its 



policy, permission may be obtained from the 
English Government to increase the number 
by new creations. If the American system is 
not truly popular government. Dr. Bourinot's 
Canadian substitute is still less so. 

The fact that a nation generates and devel- 
ops a government in harmony with and in 
consequence of its national characteristics was 
clearly stated by Mr. Eggleston. The Eng- 
lish Parliamentary system grew in response to 
the needs of centuries ; the American Consti- 
tution embodied the experience of the Colo- 
nial Government, and from this fact alone — 
that it grew, and grew slowly, and was not a 
sudden creation, as Mr. Gladstone supposes — 
is due this fact that so few changes have been 
made in the text and scope of the Constitu- 
tion. 

From the above considerations of Mr. Eg- 
gleston it follows that, even granting that the 
Canadian or parliamentary system was best 
suited to the genius of the British people as a 
whole, it does not at all follow, as Dr. Bouri- 
not reasoned, that it would be equally success- 
ful if installed in Washington. 



An inatanoe of In his recently published 
Tyranny. autobiography, Mr. Joseph 
Jeiferson, the celebrated comedian, relates 
with much pith and humor the experi- 
ence of a company of pioneer actors seek- 
ing their fortunes in the '*Far West "of 1839. 
In 1839 the description of "Far West'» 
belonged to Illinois and the adjacent terri- 
tories. Chicago was a new village of two 
thousand inhabitants when, in this year, Jef- 
ferson's parents arrived there in time to 
"open'' in the newer theatre, the paint of 
whose curtain and scenery was scarcely dried. 
The theatrical public of such a Western vil- 
lage is not large. Before long the Jeffersons, 
accompanied by a meagre retinue of equally 
enterprising and impecunious actors, had to 
seek their audiences in the still smaller towns 
of Quincy, Pekin, Springfield, etc. This was 
before the Wabash railroad began to create 
cities, by the simple expedient of repeating 
one vowel thrice in connection with as many 
alternating consonants and nailing the names 
to dark-brown freight depots, so the towns 
visited by the strolling players were compara- 
tively few and far between. Most of the vil- 
lages had no theatre buildings at all. (A 
Western town, by the way, never has anything 
less than an opera house.) In one place 
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the court-house, in another a warehouse 
were fitted with wings and dressing-rooms, 
while the anxious managers watched the seat- 
ing of the few patrons on the improTised 
henches. Scenery, wardrobe, and actors were 
transported from town to town in wagons; 
and as Sludebaker and turnpikes were as 
unknown as railroads, the locomotion could 
not have been either pleasant or rapid. Actors 
and accessories were not infrequently depos- 
ited at their night's lodgings somewhat the 
worse fVom the effects of careless river fording 
and subsequent contact with Illinois mud. 
The pursuit of Thespian glory under these cur- 
cumstances may not have been up the steep 
and stony path said to lead to fame and for- 
tune, but the journey was muddy, perhaps 
by way of compensation. The company 
finally arrived at Springfield, one hundred 
and ninety-five miles south of Chicago. In 
spite of all the drawbacks, the managers, of 
whom one was Mr. Jefferson's father, had 
not been wholly unsuccessful, and their ex- 
pectations ran high for the coming season 
in Springfield, where the Legislature would 
shortly meet. This village had been selected 
as the capital of the State in 1837, a couple of 
years before the arrival of the Jeffersons, 
having been 'Maid ouf about fifteen years 
earlier. The population in 1850 was 4,500; 
it may have been half as great in 1839 or 1840. 
The town was therefore one of the most 
important on the route of the company, and 
in the capacity of capital seemed to promise a 
better reward than the others for their labors. 
Success was confidently anticipated and prep- 
arations were made for a longer stop. 

The episode to which I have prefixed this 
introduction may be best related in the words 
of Mr. Joseph Jefferson: — 

" Haying made money for several weeks previons 
to our aniyal here, the management resolved to 
hire a lot and build a theatre. This sounds like a 
large undertaking, and perhaps, with their limited 
means, it was a rash step. I fancy that my father 
rather shrunk from this bold enterprise, but the 
senior partner (McKenzie) was made of sterner stuff, 
and his energy being quite equal to his ambition, 
the ground was broken and the temple erected. . . . 
The new theatre, when completed, was about ninety 
feet deep and forty wide. No attempt was made at 
ornamentation ; and as it was unpainted, the simple 
lines of architecture upon which it was constructed 
gave it the appearance of a large dry-goods box with 
a roof. I do not think my father or McKenzie ever 
owned anything with a roof until now, so Ihey were 
naturaUy proud of their possession. 



In the midst of our rising fortunes a heavy blow 
fell upon us. A religious revival was in progress at 
the time, and the fathers of the church not only 
launched forth against us in their sermons, but hj 
some political manoeuvre got the city to pass a new 
law enjoining a heavy license against our " unholy " 
calling ; I forget the amount, but it was large enough 
to be prohibitory. Here was a terrible condition of 
affairs : all our available funds invested, the Legisla- 
ture in session, the town full of people, and we, by a 
heavy license, denied the privilege of opening the 
new theatre! " 

This is probably as striking an instance of 
the outrageous abuse of power by town au- 
thorities as the pages of American history 
contain. Not but that abuses equally out- 
rageous have occurred elsewhere : — as every 
one knows they are of daily occurrence 
throughout the land; but this is a striking 
instance: it throws into strong light and 
sharp outhne the injustice and injury, amount- 
ing to ruin, distress, and despair, which are 
the constant and inevitable consequences of 
tyranny, —otherwise abuse of power. I say 
nothing of the religious intolerance and ani- 
mosity which inspired this outrage. The 
particular motive which may lie back of 
tyranny, whether it be religious or other, is 
a quite distinct consideration. Leave the 
motive altogether to one side: the act remains. 
Mr. Jefferson does not state the exact date of 
the Springfield adventure. If it happened as 
late as 1840, this ex post facto tax must have 
been one of the first acts of the new city 
government, for Springfield did not assume 
this dignity (?) until that year. This seems 
to be the fact, as the company was in Chicago 
during the season of 1839. The license was, 
to all intents and purposes, an ex post facto 
imposition. It was the notorious presence of 
the actors and the buUding of the theatre 
which moved the villagers to assert their 
despotic power. Here were the pioneers of 
art in the West, having overcome all the 
other vicissitudes which had beset their 
adventure, only to fall victims to the tyranny 
of their fellows, and see the very bread 
snatched fh>m the mouths of their children, 
because, forsooth, certain men, not content 
with staying away from the theatre them- 
selves, determined to force others to observe 
their likes and dislikes. I have commented 
on this incident because it affords so simple 
an illustration of the real effects of tyranny. 
Individuals are pressed back and trodden 
down in their struggle for life and success 
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— immolated on the altar of an imaginary 
"good of the community." Let the com- 
munity beware: its victims will sit ghostly at 
every feast. 

The sequel of the story should be given, 
because it shows the utter recklessness with 
which the city had voted away the livelihood 
of the strangers within its gates. Mr. Jeffer- 
son says : — 

In the midst of their trouble a young lawyer called 
on the managers. He had heard of the injustice, 
and offered, if they would place the matter in his 
hands, to have the license taken off, declaring that 
he only desired to see fair play. . . . 

The case was brought up before the council. The 
3ronng lawyer began his harangue. ... He illustrated 
his speech with a number of anecdotes, and kept the 
council in a roar of laughter; his good-humor pre- 
vailed, and the exorbitant tax was taken off. 

So it appears that the much- vaunted right 
of American citizens to liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness depends upon the chance 
of every village containing a young Lincoln I 
Such is freedom under democracy. 



PUBLIC DEFALCATIONS. 

The American system of rotation of office 
has exercised an extremely damaging influ- 
ence on the moral development of the govern- 
ment; but indirectly as well as directly it has 
drained the public purse in a way not ordi- 
narily borne in mind. The system of appren- 
ticeship, so common in commercial circles, 
has long siuce given way under a system of 
freer competition and industrial progress; but 
it nevertheless had many points in its favor. 
It rested upon the fundamental principle, 
that, other things being equal, a greenhorn 
was not worth as much to himself or to soci- 
ety as the man of training and experience; 
and that until an arbitrary degree of profi- 
ciency had been acquired by the workman, 
his wages should be somewhat less than the 
remuneration received by an older hand, the 
journeyman. The great advantage of the 
division of labor, so clearly pointed out by 
and applied since the time of Adam Smith, 
increases manifold the industrial capacity of 
the nation. 

The same principle was eminently suited 
for callings and professions where the head 
ruled rather than the hand; for the brain, no 
less than the members of the body, is de- 
veloped — oftentimes warped — by a particular 



line of work. Apply this simple generaliza- 
tion to the civil service, and what is the 
result? Rotation of office, by placing the 
tenure of any position on the whim of party 
feeling, dismissed a man after initiating him 
into the intricacies of his calling. That is to 
say, the same rate of wages is paid for le^s 
efficient service, and is a source of considera- 
ble loss to any government where the tenure 
of office is based on no surer foundation than 
the rise and fall of the political spoilers of a 
community. Take a special example: a clerk 
taken from private life and given a govern- 
ment appointment, requires considerable time 
to learn the ins and outs of his new business; 
he makes many mistakes, for none of which 
he pays. By the end of a year or two he may 
be an excellent man for the position ; but two 
years later his party loses at the polls, and his 
place is wanted for some new man. The 
result of this is that the government loses, 
rather wantonly wastes, and that such action is 
based on anything but sound business princi- 
ples. This may roughly be called an indirect 
loss. Now consider another case. 

There are few people, if any, that can af- 
ford to give their services to the government; 
the compensation expected is the great and 
controlling motive. If the tenure of office is 
precarious, self-interest unfortunately urges 
the incumbent to make the most of opportu- 
nities. " Man wants but little here below, 
but wants that little long," and if he cannot 
get it extended through the poetic period, 
t. 6., a long time, he is content to take it in 
a lump. Nor is he only content to take it, he 
makes strenuous efforts to get his hands on 
it, and in very many cases he succeeds only 
too well. 

This is not mere theory ; it is human na- 
ture, and as history unfortunately shows, the 
experience of our own government. 

The question of public defalcations came 
up in the Senate in February, 1876, and in 
reply to a resolution of that body, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury submitted a statement 
well deserving of careful attention. From it 
the casual reader can get some idea of the 
practical workings of ^^ these domestic 
spoilers that make us slaves and tell us H is 
our charter." Of course, no account could be 
taken in this list of losses of an indirect na- 
ture, viz., the loss of moral character, and 
the enormous decrease of efficiency in public 
appointments. 
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In the very first admiDistration of the 
country, it would not be surprising if the 
losses were considerable, as from the mere 
nature of the circumstances the government 
would be greatly hampered. The indirect 
loss must have been considerable, too, owing 
to the newness of the offices and the conse- 
quent inexperience of the appointees. How- 
ever this may be, the total amount handled 
by the first administration in a period of eight 
years, was $112,560,564, on which there was 
a total loss of $250,970, or 8222 on every thou- 
sand dollars. The term of the first Adams, 
was stormy, very stormy. There were dan- 
gers of hostilities with England, and blows 
passed between this country and France. 
Diplomatic negotiations were numerous and 
complicated, yet the sums lost to the govern- 
ment were inconsiderable. On $90,733,612, 
not more than $235,412 was unaccounted 
for, making the average loss per thousand 
dollars, two dollars and fifty-nine cents. 

In Jefferson's administration there was the 
faintest suggestion of the '* spoils system." 
This is indicated somewhat roughly by the 
average loss on the thousand, which was two 
and three quarters dollars. So far the coun- 
try had enjoyed comparative peace ; the mili- 
tary operations of Madison's presidency gave 
numerous opportunities for private persons to 
appropriate the public revenue. The average 
rate for these years was almost double that of 
Washington's two terms, being four dollars 
and sixteen cents on every thousand dollars 
involved. 

A war does offer, to be sure, numerous op- 
portunities for speculation, but the spirit of 
patriotism usually keeps it within certain un- 
defined but substantial limits ; it is generally 
after the active hostilities have ceased that 
the domestic harpies prey on the exhausted 
carcass of the nation. For this reason, Mon- 
roe's terms stand out in rather unfortunate 
boldness ; the rate of losses on an expenditure 
of less than three millions was eight dollars 
and fifty-eight cents on the thousand. This 
it will be seen is double Madison's rate, and 
almost quadruple Washington's. Affairs set- 
tled down under the second Adams, — the last 
of the statesmen, — and the losses averaged 
four dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

With Jackson the traditions of the past were 
discarded; the government was thoroughly 
purged and reformed, according to the pro- 
gramme of the Spoilers. The reform re- 



sulted in increasing the rate of loss to seven 
dollars and fifty-two cents on the thousand. 
The Custom House of New York, in the 
hands of a defaulter, but otherwise a spotless 
partisan of the new state of things, took its 
place as a leading element in corruption of 
the new dispensation. 

Jackson's administration only prepared the 
way for the defalcation or losses of the next 
few years. The seed was sown: it only 
needed a fertile soil and a genial climate to 
ripen into something surprising. Mr. Van 
Buren's four years lost to the country the 
large average of eleven dollars and seventy- 
one cents on every thousand dollars passing 
through the national macliinery. 

It is needless to go into detail for the other 
administrations; the average falls somewhat, 
as was natural, for the periods of Jackson and 
Van Buren represent the lowest and most 
revolting scenes of our civil polity. From 
an average of six dollars and forty cents under 
Tyler, the rate fell to three dollars and eighty- 
one cents on the thousand at the outbreak of 
the Civil War. 

Prior to this period, the government lost 
some twenty-four and a half millions on an 
aggregate of little less than four billions eight 
hundred millions of dollars involved. That is 
to say, the average loss was five dollars and 
seventeen cents for each thousand dollars. 

The period since the war has not been as 
corrupt; the losses have been considerable, 
but the sums involved have been so enor- 
mous that the loss of fourteen millions from 
1861, to 1879, inclusive has seemed a small 
fraction. Still, it has been sufficient to make 
thoughtful people hope for better things, and 
the establishment of a pure civil service that 
shall do away with the temptation to public 
pilfering. 



SOCIALISM VS. ETHICS. 

In one of his letters to the London Times j 
upon Gen. Booth's "scheme," Prof. Huxley 
states his conviction that " there is an im- 
mense amount of remediable misery among 
us ; that in addition to the poverty, disease, 
and degradation, which are the consequences 
of causes beyond human control, there is 
a vast, probably a much larger, quantity 
of misery which is the result of indi- 
vidual ignorance or misconduct, and of 
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faulty social arrangements. Further, I 
think it is not to be doubted that, unless 
this remediable misery is effectually dealt 
with, the hordes of vice and pauperism will 
destroy modem civilization as effectually 
as uncivilized tribes of another kind de- 
stroyed the great social organizations which 
preceded ours/' It seems to us also 

that there is a very real danger here, and 
further, that many of the efforts made to 
meet it are admirably calculated to inten- 
sify it. For how is this vice, pauperism, 
and crime to destroy modern civilization? 
Evidently by spreading, by enveloping and 
overwhelming what there is good and sound 
in it. And what is so likely to produce 
this result as assisting the worthless and 
the vicious to survive and multiply? Com- 
pelling the honest, the industrious, and the 
thrifty to assist the shiftless and the crimi- 
nal to live and have children, is making life 
hard for the former class and easy for the 
latter. The aim of philanthropists, of 
course, is to make the weak strong, the 
lazy industrious, the vicious virtuous, and 
in so far as they succeed in this they are in 
the highest degree benefiting society; but 
in those cases where they fail their efforts 
are by no means harmless. It is no light 
thing lo make a bad man strong for evil, or 
to make two paupers live where only one 
lived before. 

Prof. Huxley goes on to remark that 
efforts to reform the social arrangements 
are not sufficient ; to be effective they must 
be addressed to the nature of individual 
men. '^Honest, industrious, and self -re- 
straining men will make a very bad social or- 
ganization prosper ; while vicious, idle, and 
reckless citizens will bring ruin to the best 
that ever was, or ever will be invented." 
In these sentences the fact seems to be lost 
sight of that social organization is very 
largely a product of individual character, 
and that therefore a nation of good citizens 
will make for themselves good social arrange- 
ments, and bad citizens the reverse. Nev- 
ertheless the point previously made holds 
good, and perhaps the best way to improve 



social organization' is to improve the indi- 
viduals who compose it. 

Still the instincts of men, even of good 
men, collectively, are not certain to lead 
them right; any more than their individual 
instincts are a perfectly safe guide for their 
individual actions. Just now, when the 
activities and mode of life of men are chang- 
ing very rapidly, it is not at all impossible 
that some of their most praiseworthy qual- 
ities will lead them astray. It is so easy 
to attribute a large part of the evil we see 
around us to ^* bad social arrangements"; 
and in representing to ourselves what good 
social arrangement would be« the imagina- 
tion is overpowered by the magnitude of the 
object it attempts to grasp and the fancy 
runs riot. The impossibility of following 
out in detail even a slight change makes 
men ready to guess carelessly at the results 
of sweeping changes. When, during the 
reign of Henry VIII., the giving of alms 
was prohibited by statute, and collections 
for the relief of the poor were required to 
be made in each parish, it was not supposed 
that this act would be the parent of a suc- 
cession of acts which in a few centuries 
would come near bringing about universal 
pauperism of the lower classes. Notwith- 
standing countless instances similiar to this, 
showing that the power for good of legis- 
lators is confined within very narrow limits, 
while their power for evil is almost unlim- 
ited, men advocate the most radical changes, 
amounting to a reconstruction of society, 
in the most light-hearted way, as if they 
could foretell exactly what would be the 
r.esult. The belief that whatever misery is 
due to bad social arrangements can be cured 
off hand, by altering such arrangements, 
seems likely to be responsible for bringing 
more than one nation to the verge of ruin. 

That there is some sort of relationship 
between ethics and economics was recog- 
nized long ago, and the early speculations 
as to what this relationship is, though vague 
and unsatisfactory, were at least not dis- 
tinctly in the wrong direction. Later spec- 
ulations on this point, however, are of a 
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kind to leave^the mental and moral percep- 
tions utterly dazed and confounded The 
old saying, " The world owes me a living 
and a livmg I will have," was usually re- 
garded as the sentiment of a semi-criminal, 
or at any rate, of a somewhat unscrupulous 
man. Now a whole school of thinkers on 
social questions — fast becoming the lead- 
ing school — assumes as an axiom that the 
mere fact that a man is a human being, a 
member of societ}^ gives him a right to live, 
and this is interpreted as meaning a claim 
upon society for a comfortable support. 
The whole ethics of socialism seems to rest 
upon the absolute negation of what must 
be regarded as the fundamental requirement 
of justice — that each man shall reap the 
benefits and suffer the penallies of his own 
nature and his own actions. To many there 
seems no justice at all in this, and it cer- 
tainly does involve a great deal of hardship 
in particular cases; but in what else can 
justice consist? To be sure, it is neither 
just nor unjust that a man should be born 
halt or blind or simple ; but, having been 
born so, the question is whether he shall 
himself endure the consequences, or whether 
he shall be enabled to compel other men to 
bear part of them. No injustice is done if 
other men voluntarily render him assistance 
in bearing his infirmities ; but as soon as 
some one is condraitied to help him, there 
is a case of injustice which cannot but 
prove mischievous. 

It must be admitted that justice as thus 
defined is not wholly a pleasant thing to 
contemplate, and if one looks continually 
at the dark side, the life of a people strictly 
conforming to its dictates will not seem a 
blessed thing. But neither is nature, espe- 
cially animate nature, wholly a pleasant thing 
to contemplate ; there is much in her which, 
if looked at persistently, cannot fail to lead 
one into pessimism. The whole evolution of 
living organisms has proceeded by the ex- 
tinction of those ill fitted to cope with their 
circumstances, and this, in the case of sen- 
tient organisms, has involved an inconceiv- 
able amount of suffering. It is not sur- 



prising that men of quick sympathies, who 
do not clearly se6 the conditions under 
which life is maintained, should be eager to 
evade this law. But laws of nature are not 
to be trifled with or evaded, and the attempt 
to evade this one in the way proposed by 
socialists will have as its penalty the lower- 
ing of the current of national life and a 
vast increaise of the suffering sought to be 
avoided. This prediction is no mere guess, 
nor is it wholly an inference drawn from a 
generalization of enormously complex phe- 
nomena. Many socialistic laws, like the 
poor laws mentioned above, have been 
enacted, especially in England, and their 
main effects have been traced with tolerable 
certainty. What is their result? A great 
Serbonian bog of vice and pauperism^ to use 
the words of Prof. Huxley, which seri- 
ously threatens to swallow up the upper 
crust of civilization. Nor is England the 
only country where socialistic legislation 
has. produced evil results. Most civilized 
nations are suffering from this together with 
other causes. 

Nevertheless it is not necessary that those 
who are anforunate but deserving should be 
left to ills which they could not by a proper 
exertion escape. Justice tempered by sym- 
pathy and benevolence is better than jus- 
tice alone. The co-operation which men 
find beneficial in winning a subsistance 
from nature can very well be extended to 
mitigating for one another some of the ills 
inflicted by nature. There is evidence that 
such practice tends to the health of society, 
provided that no injustice is done — that is, 
provided that benefits earned by some are 
not forcibly taken from them and bestowed 
upon others, as is the case with compulsory 
charity and with the distribution of products 
advocated by socialist leaders. Least of all 
should nature be assisted in making way 
with those unable to meet her requirements. 
The Greek practice of exposing children 
who seemed unlikely to develop into sound 
and healthy citizens may have had something 
to do with producing one of the finest races 
physically that the world has ever seen. 
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How much it had to do with causing that 
defect in the moral nature which led to the 
downfall of Greece there is no means of 
determining. But this can be said : the 
practice prevailed, the race was very defi- 
cient in morality, and did not spread widely. 
The fundamental ethical questions raised 
by socialism, as pointed out by Mr. 6id- 
dings in the International Journal of Ethics, 
are, one as to the rights of minorities and 
one as to the distribution of products. Has 
a majority any right to compel a minority 
to join in a socialistic plan of production, 
and submit to dictation as to kinds of work 
performed and methods pursued ? And what, 
if there is any, is an ethical distribution 
of product among the workers who create 
it? With regard to the first question, the 
answers are more and more in the aflQma- 
tive; if it is to be decided by counting 
heads, there are already enough on one 
side. But this is a question of fact, and 
majorities have usually been wrong on ques- 
tions of fact. Two answers are given to 
the second question : First, that ethical re- 
quirements are satisfied when, in the distri- 
bution of wealth, each receives according 
to what he has contributed to production ; 
the second, that each should receive accord- 
ing to his needs. Both these answers are 
too vague for practical purposes. In the 
first place, it is obviously impossible, under 
the present method of production, to deter- 
mine how much each has contributed to the 
wealth produced. Nevertheless it is use- 
ful to have this as an ideal. The second 
answer has all the vagueness, of the first — 
how are we to find out how much each man 
really needs ? Moreover, the total product 
might very well be too small to supply the 
actual needs of every one ; or it might be 
more than sufficient, in which case the 
formula affords no light as to the division 
of the excess. Certainly the maximum of 
happiness would not be secured by dividing 
the excess equally. Mr. Giddings, in 

the article referred to, maintains that the 
two answers are not necessarily incompati- 
ble with each other ; that ^^ normal needs are 



of repair or restoration of the energies and 
utilities expended in usef\il performance, and 
of upbuilding and of development for future 
useful peformance," and therefore, '^ in a 
normal, well-balanced state of things, need 
and performance must correspond.'* A little 
further knowledge of physiological dynamics 
would have shown him that in general only 
about one sixth of the energy evolved from 
combustion of the food can be applied to 
work, and that there are great variations in 
this amount between different individuals ; so 
that, even making the assumption that each 
one applies as much enei-gy as possible to 
useAil performance, need and performance 
cannot nearly correspond. Again, in dis- 
cussing the dictum that each should receive 
according to his performance, he says : 
'* To give men more than they now earn, as 
a means of developing a greater earning 
power for the future, may be an ethical 
obligation." A little thought is sufiScient 
to show that society as a whole is under no 
ethical obligation to produce as much as 
possible, any more than is an individual 
to work an extra hour each day in order to 
produce more. The course recommended 
may be wise, but it can derive no support 
from ethics. 

The quarrel of socialism with ethics seems 
to be fundamental ; with respect to minori- 
ties, denying man's right of property in 
himself and his right to control his own 
actions ; with respect to the distnbution of 
products, substituting for the true ethical 
principle a principle which directly con- 
travenes it. And the results of socialism, 
as far as it has been tried, have been 
similiar to the results of unrighteousness in 
other matters — that is, evil. Still the 
opinion of the most competent observers is 
that th& present movement of the civilized 
world is towards socialism. The experi- 
ments that men have tried in that direction 
and the evils they have suffered have not 
been sufiQcient to convince them. It ma}' 
be that a natural selection of ideas must 
take place ; that those nations in which the 
most egregiously false views of social 
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organization prevail will disappear before 
those holding sounder views. The history 
of the next few centuries may lend support 
to the present fashionable theory in biology 
that effects produced upon the organism 
during the lifetime of the individual are 
not inherited. 

POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

FoRXJM (January). The Division of Africa, by 
Emile de Laveleyey is a review of the colo- 
nization and division of Africa down to date. 
The long and difficalt negotiations that have 
been necessary to an amicable and just division 
among the interested European powers arc here 
faithfully recorded, and the reader is further 
aided to a good understanding of the situation 
by a map showing the territory thus divided 
and the powers to whom it has been assigned. 
In the closing paragraph the writer says : — 

*' At the present time the whole of the vast African 
continent, except the central portion surrounding 
Lalce Tchad, lias been divided up, and six states 
have allotted themselves immense dependencies. 
However unprecedented the proceedings attending 
this partition have been, all friends of humanity can 
but rejoice at the result. In the first place, the 
most admirable principles have been admitted to 
govern all the central zone, including free-trade, 
liberty of worship, equality for all alike, and peace 
based on neutrality. Even on soil where the states 
pursue their own interests will arise centres of civil- 
ization and progress. ... In ^int of fact, an entire 
continent has just taken its place in the economic 
and social world, precisely as if it had just been dis- 
covered. No one can as yet forsee what will be the 
consequences of these great changes.'* 

** The history of civilization, whatever else it 
may be, is certainly the history of the gradual 
growth of personal liberty and of the private 
party." So writes W, 8. Libby in his article 
entitled T?ie Shibboleth of Liberty. In the moral 
order, freedom is not independence of law ; and 
political freedom is living under the *■ law of 
right.** ** The stupidest of ^aperstitions,*' says 
Mr. Libby, »• is the belief that liberty, in the 
public order, is the necessary product of any 
constitutional machinery, or of any form of 
government; and, in particular, that it is the 
inevitable result of government by numl>er8.** 
And farther on, we are admonished '* that it is 
high time now for the world to learn the lesson 
that representative institutions, even if they are 
a reality, and not, as too often happens, an im- 
posture, can do no more than express the mind 
of the represented." 



Does the Negro Seek Social Equality f is an- 
swered in the negative, and very intelligently, by 
the Bev, J. C. Price, president of Livingston 
College, N. C. Inasmuch as he is himself a col- 
ored man, it is reasonable to suppose that he 
echoes, to a great extent, the opinion of the 
intelligent portion of his race. In a direct, 
matter-of-fact way, he argues that to seek or 
expect social equality through legislation would 
be futile and absurd. This thought is empha- 
sized in the following : — 

*' I desire to emphasize the fact that the Negro, 
in demanding the full exercise of his Constitutional 
claims to citizenship, does not thereby seek social 
equalitv with white men or with colored men. The 
Negro has common-sense enough — not to speak of 
intelligence and education — to know that legisla- 
tion in neither church nor state can give him arbi- 
trary admission into the best society' — white or 
colored — and that no Congressional enactments can 
regulate the affections." 

Thomts G. Shearman shows how, under the 
present system of taxation, The Coming Billion- 
aire is sure to appear within forty years ; but he 
also prophesies that a change to some form of 
direct taxation is inevitable, and that such form 
of taxation would preclude all possibility of a 
billionaire. Mr. Shearman has faith in the effi- 
cacy of direct taxation to remedy the numerous 
evils of the present system. 

The Cosmopoutan (January). People who 
see a field for labor among their f ellowmen out- 
side the hospital, the almshouse, or the prison, 
and who still have faith to believe that a great 
work of reform can exist without the aid of 
government, will read of The People*s Palace, 
as described by Elizabeth Bisland, with no small 
degree of pleasure. This palace is located in 
East London, and its existence is due to the 
influence of Walter Besant*s novel, " All Sorts 
and Conditions of Men,** which appeared a few 
years ago. The institution strives to aid ** the 
young, the healthy, the self-supporting, and the 
moral,*' who had been * * left to content them- 
selves as best they could, with the dull round of 
labor, and cheap, coarse amusements.** 

A reading-room, gymnasium, swimming-bath, 
c(»ncert and assembly hall are among the general 
features of the palace, while the schools con- 
nected with it afford instruction in all branches 
of knowledge, from tailoring to electrical en- 
gineering, ^m cooking to music. All these 
helps to brighten the lives of the East London- 
ers, and render them more useful as well, are 
not free; on the contrary, the poorest pay 
tuition ; and this fact Is not less reassuring than 
to know that the funds that built and equipped 
this palace were donated by individuals, and not 
lobbied for in the halls of parliament In this 
age of paternalism, such private undertakings 
for the public good come like an unexpected 
gleam of sunshine during an equinoctial 

The Review of Current Events concerns itself 
principally with finance. France is held up as 
a model country for dealing with questions of 
money, and that the French are able to d^ 
with silver without **free coinage** is urged 
upon the American people as a lesson in 
finance. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO-DK Y. 



AMERICANA. 

A remarkable pension case has come to light 
recently. It appears that the Union camp was 
threatened by a night attack, and that con- 
siderable alarm and excitement prevailed in 
consequence. The alarm » however, proved 
unfounded. During this confusion, a non-com- 
niissloncd officer behaved in such a peculiar 
manner that he was tried on the next day and 
lowered to the ranks for cowardice. The 
officer presented the plea of nervousness, but It 
was disregarded. But to-day, twenty live years 
after the war, he claims that his failure In life 
is due to nervousness brought on by a night 
attack that never came off I That he is nervous 
and unsuccessful there can be no doubt, and the 
physicians do not positively affirm that such 
nervousness might not have been caused by the 
excitement of the threatened attack. The ap- 
plication for a pension has been approved and 
another ** worthy veteran "is supported at the 
public expense. 

A resident of Detroit recently imported sev- 
eral artificial eyes, and after paying the duty 
thereon, discovered that they were defective. 
He thereupon returned them to the manufac- 
turer abroad, and received good ones In their 
place, but was again required to pay the duty. 
On protesting to the Treasury Department 
a^Hinst the double duty, he was Informed that 
It was not a case for relief, the law prescribing 
that *'no return of the duties shall be allowed 
on tha export of any merchandise after it has 
been removed from the custody and control of 
the Government." 

The drag-net of the tariff tangh^s In Its meshes 
some very queer catches. It has just been dis- 
covered in the Treasury Department that natural 
gas brought in pipes across the Niagara River to 
Buffalo must be taxed, as an **unenumerated 
unmanafactured article," at ten per cent ad 
valorem. This would seem sufficiently absurd, 
from the point of view of the American con 
sumer, but it is still more so when we rellect on 
the difl3culties of applying such a decision. W hat 
is the ralnc on which the duty is to bo levied? 
How i;* it to he ascertained? Can It be calculated 
on the ''cost of manufacture"? Plainly not, 
far the gBS is to lie taxed as *' unmanufactured." 
C^an it be levied on the market price at the place 
of export? Hardly, for It has no market price 
there, its value depending wholly ou thedouuiDd 
tor it on this side the line. Supp<)se t\w cum- 
oanv Importing the gas neglect to pay the (hity. 
how Is the Goverment U) collect it? By bcizin:; 
the ^oods and selling them? But there will be 



no sale for them at thQ point of seizure, and 
since the Government cannot very well seize the 
pipe, which is not Imporied, Imagine the col- 
lector trying to take legal possession of the gas 
itself. It Is a delightful detail In this prepos- 
terous decision that the gas, which Is said to be 
dutiable because it is ** Illuminating," is not 
illuminating at all, but fuel gas. — N. Y. limes. 

The United States Board on Geographic Names 
has Issued its first bulletin. The board was 
formed to bring uniformity of nomenclature into 
the work of Government bureaus charged with 
the production of charts and maps. This flrst 
bulletin explains the general principles that have 
been adopted as to the choice of one out of sev- 
eral varying names, spelling and pronunciation. 
It also contains a list of two hundred and i wenty- 
slx names already decided, each followed by the 
name or names previously In use. For instance, 
the name Bering Sea Is ad 'pted in place of 
the former Behring, Behrlngs, or Kamchatka. 
Among the changes noted are these : Chile for 
ChlU. Fiji for Feejee, Haiti for Hayti, Kongo for 
Congo, and Punjab forPanjob, Punjaub or Pand- 
jab. Hartford Courant 

Olflclal Ked Tape. — She walked timidly up to 
the stamp window, where the clerk was standing 
In awful dignity, and laid a copper before him. 

•* Stamp, if yon please." 

•* How many?" 

" One, please." 

" Two-cent or a one-cent? " 

"A one-cent, please," 

The Government was satisfied and the stamp 
was produced. — Lowell Citizen. 

BiFFER. — Did you hear, Boothby, that our good 
friend Pilsner had been appointed a consul by 
Mr. Harrison? 

Boothby.— Is that so? Poor Pilsner! How 
steadily he has gene downhill ! 

BiFFER.— How so? 

BooTHBV — He began life as a ditch-digger, 
then he l)eciime a book-agent, then a lecturer, 
then a politician, and now he is an ofJice-holder 
under Harrison. — Chicago Times. 

Veteran {to peiusion attorney).— "I want you 
to prosecute my claim for a pension. I was in- 
jured tluriiig tlie late war." 

Attorney.— " Indeed ! How, may I in»}iiire?" 
Vkterax. — " I purchased ;i pie of uu uriny 
sutler— and ate M."— Kate FtHits Washitujtoiu 

An ignorant voter unaided by politi<*al In- 
tiucnce would be as liable to v«>te ri^lit a^ wroiiic. 
hence it would be better to be v\^\\i half the time 
rather than wroni: ail the tMue — The StHrdtj 
Oak. 
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LEGISLATIVE. 

Cougr^ess. — Among the bills introdnced in 
Congress daring the week ending Jan. 10 are 
the following : a bill, in the House, by Mr. Post, 
to convert United States legal-tender promises- 
to-pay into legal-tender promises-to-receiTe, and 
to restore to bircnlatlon the gold held in the 
Treasury for the redemption of United States 
notes ; a bill, in the Senate, at the request of a 
colored men's association, directing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay $60,000,000 to certain 
agents to secure land in Lower California for 
the settlement of such colored citizens as might 
wish to avail themselves of the opportunity, the 
money to be restored, with interest, in forty 
years ; a bill to regulate the rights and privileges 
of pleasure vessels and yachts of foreign build 
and ownership (providing that such vessels re- 
maining in this country longer than six months 
shall become subject to duties at the rate of $20 
per gross ton, and if navigated here, to a ton* 
nage of #1 per ton at every port at which (they 
may arrive ; and an amendment making it law- 
ful for citizens of this country engaged in for- 
eign trade, but residing abroad, to have vessels 
r^stered as vessels of the United States, and 
making it lawful for foreigners connected in 
business with citizens of this country to own 
in vessels of foreign trade one-quarter share, 
the active management in the United States to 
devolve on the home owner. 

Among the bills passed by the House are : one 
to limit and govern the changing of vessels' 



names; one requiring vessels to display their 
name^ on both sides of their bows; and one 
repealing the law authorizing the President to 
suspend tonnage dues. 

In the Senate, on Jan. 5, the Democrats and 
Republican free-coinage men succeeded in dis- 
placing the Elections Bill, and in taking up the 
Sherman Financial Bill. General debate on the 
Financial Bill will close Jan. 1 3, and the final vote 
on the bill and amendment will be taken on the 
day following. It is believed that the Stewart 
free-coinage amendment will then pass. The 
"Force "Bill maybe called up again, but the 
opponents of the measure are determined to 
push the Copyright Bill and other matters. 

The Shipping Subsidy Bill was discussed in 
the House most of the time, evening sessions 
having been renewed for the consideration of 
private bills. 



The introduction in the Senate of a resolution 
appropriating $100,000 for the acquirement from 
the German Government of the method of pre- 
paring Koch's lymph has directed attention to 
the fact that no national body exists at present 
in this country capable of carrying out the pro- 
visions of the resolution. Legally the Nisitional 
Board of Health is still in existence, but prac- 
tically the board is powerless. Congress having 
failed to recognize it, and make the requisite ap- 
propriations. An effort is to be made to revive 
the powers of the National Board, which, it is 
claimed, is necessary for the protection of the 
country, the State boards being unable to secure 
unity of purpose and action. 



The Tarifif Act of 1883 provided certain rates for 
silk fabrics and certain lower rates for hat mate- 
rials, which include silk fabrics. The law was plain 
enough to the common understanding, but the 
Treasury Department enacted that silk fabrics 
should pay the higher rates, even if they were hat 
materials. Importera paid the higher rates under 
protest and appealed to the courts. It took the 
courts a long time to reach a final decision, but in 
tlie course of five or six years they decided that the 
act of the Department was void and the act of Con- 
gress valid. It then became necessary to refund to 
the importers the excess of duties paid, witli inter- 
est from the date of protest to the date of reliquida- 
tion, 
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The payment of ezceasiTe rates had been going on 
for fiye or six yean, and the total was known to be a 
pretty large sam. It is now estimated at about 
fifteen million dollars. Meantime the goods have 
been sold at prices to correspond with the higher 
rates, and consumers cannot get the benefit of the 
refund to the extent of one cent. All this money 
goes into the pockets of the importers and the 
happy lawyers who took the oases of the Importers 
on shares. 

Secretary Windom has just issued an ord^r to the 
New York collector of customs instructing him to 
suspend until further orders all action in the reliqui- 
dation of entries of merchandise claimed to be hat 
materials under the Act of 1888. Is this new legisla- 
tion by the Treasury Department? What does the 
order mean? The New York customs officials do 
not understand it, but conjecture that Mr. Windom 
is alarmed at the prospect of having to pay out so 
enormous a sum. If that is it, he can only make 
matters worse by putting off the payment, because 
interest will go on accumulating while payments 
are suspended. — Chicago Herald, 



Illinois. — Among the bills Introdnced in the 
niinolB Legislature are : one making Labor Day 
a legal holiday ; one providing for weekly pay- 
ments to employees ; and one repealing the com- 
pulsory education law, and providing for an 
attendance of at least sixteen weeks per annum 
of every child between the ages of seven and 
foorteen years at **some public or private 
schooL** 

New York. — Among the bills introduced 
in the New York Legislatore are : a bill giving 
the Board of Excise power to grant special li- 
censes to keepers of public halls and assembly 
rooms, permitting them to sell wines and'liquors 
after one o* clock in the morning ; one providing 
for submitting to the people a proposition to 
borrow $10,000,000 at three per cent Interest for 
the coDstmction of State -roads ; one providing 
for the compilation and printing of uniform text- 
books for the schools ; and one giving resident 
aliens the power to hold and convey real estate. 



In 1889 the New York Legislature passed an 
amendment to the Code of Civil Procedure pro- 
viding that the corporation connsel shall every 
three months furnish to the mayor of New York 
a detailed list of the number of fines collected 
from those who failed to do jury duty, together 
with the reason why any fine previously im- 
posed upon a delinquent should be remitted. 
This amendment was intended to remedy the 
abuses of the jury service in New York City. 
The following figures are from a report of the 
corporation counsel : — 



Fines imposed on delinquents . . . $63,150 
Fines remitted by judges .... 00,880 

Fines not remitted 2,270 

Fines actually collected None. 



The Nebraska Legislature convened Jan. 8. 
The Speaker and the Alliance members, who 
form a majority, declined to canvass the returns 
of the last election or to recognize the officers 
elected. After great confusion and a general 
fight the majority passed a resolution that the 
last election was void. The executive office is 
guarded by militia and police, the governor-elect 
being denied admission, on the ground that he 
la not a citizen of the United States. 



Among the bills proposed by the Fanners' 
Alliance for introduction in the Kansas L^isla- 
tore are the following : — 

"A redemption law giving the mortgager three 
f^ears in which to redeem land, not exceeding three 
hundred and twenty acres, sold under foreclosure ; 
revision of the chattel-mortgage law; a law requir- 
ing the mortgager to pay his proportionate part of 
taxes ; a reduction of the rate of interest to six per 
cent, with penalty of forfeiture of principal and in- 
terest for its violation ; a revision of assessment and 
taxation laws ; a reduction of the salaries of public 
officers; a reduction of State printer's expenses; 
school text-books to be published by the State and 
furnished to the people at oost; revision of court 
officers' fee bills ; adoption of the Australian system 
of voting and the Crawford County system of pri* 
maries; a law requiring railroad commissioners to 
be elected by the people; a law requiring land sold 
under foreclosure to bring the amount of judgment 
and costs ; a law suppressing the Pinkerton detec- 
tive or similar organizations in the State ; such a 
reduction of railroad tariffs as will yield an annual 
income not exceeding six per cent on the actual in- 
vestment." 



The city of Boston is compelled to pay, on Uie 
average, about #15,000 per annum on account of 
injuries sustained by people who meet with acci- 
dents on the sidewalks, though the city is au- 
thorized to require abutters to keep them in a 
safe condition. 



The Russian Minister of Finance wiU shortly 
issue new edicts on joint-stock companies. In 
future there will be two kinds of licenses : the 
first provisional for six months, during which 
time the company which it is proposed to form 
must get its capital fully subscribed and furnish 
a list of the shareholders, with their signatures, 
and also documents proving that the directors 
have all paid up their qualifying shares. On the 
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expiration of the six months the Minister of 
Finance will decide whether the proyisional 
license shall be made permanent. 



JUDICIAL. 

An Illinois Jndge recently rendered an insur- 
ance decision of importance : — 

The plainti£f is the mother of an engineer whom 
a policeman took for a fleeing burglar, shot and 
killed. Dove had a policy in the Employees' 
Liability Insurance Company, of Chicago, and his 
mother brought the suit to recover the insurance. 
The policy provides that it is void in case the holder 
meets an intentional death, and the jury was in- 
structed to return a verdict for the company if it 
found from the evidence that the officer shot at Dove 
intending to hit him. The jury found for the 
defendant. The plaintiff made a motion for a new 
trial, claiming that the shooting was accidental, and 
not intentional. In his opinion. Judge Smith held 
to the opposite view. He maintained that the kill- 
ing was within the meaning of the word * 'inten- 
tional " in the policy. He illustrated by saying that 
Dove's death would have been accidental had the 
policeman fired at a robber and hit Dove instead. 
If a policy-holder in an accident company were shot 
while trying to escape from a thief at night and 
killed, the killing would be intentional, and the in- 
surance could not be recovered. ** Or,** said he, ** if a 
boy should purposely drop a brick on a man's head, 
and death result, there could be no recovery of in- 
surance. If a person should shoot into a crowd 
indiscriminately and kill a man, the death of the 
latter would be an accident. If, on the other hand, 
he should fire at a man wearing a white hat and a 
white coat, the killing would be intentional." The 
Judge claimed that what the victim may be doing, 
or whether known to the assailant or not, does not 
enter into the case. He therefore overruled the 
motion. 

In the case of the Pittsbnrg (Pa.) Law and 
Order Society against a firm charged with dese- 
crating the Sabbath by pumping oil wells on 
Sunday, Jndge Stow rendered the following 
decision :— 

** The testimony shows indisputably that if the 
pumping of the several wells involved was entirely 
stopped on Sunday they would not get back to the 
amount of their previous Saturday production till 
Wednesday* The controlling question is whether 
the work done by the appellants is, under our Sunday 
statutes, a work of necessity. 

** It has never been pretended that the term, ' works 
of necessity,' was intended to mean works of abso- 
lute necessity. Lowry, C. J., says the law regards 
that as necessary which the .common-sense of the 
country in its ordinary modes of doing business 
regards as necessary. It does not condemn those em- 
ployments which society regards as necessary, even 
when they encroach on the Sabbath, if,^according to 
the ordinary skill and science, it is necessary to do so. 



" I am clearly of the opinion that the defendants 
are entitled to operate the wells to the extent neces- 
sary to prevent the accumulation of salt-water in the 
wells. In none of these cases does it appear that 
unnecessary work has been done by the defendant, 
and, therefore, judgment must be entered for the 
defendant in each case." 



In tk case recently passed upon by the North 
Carolina Supreme Court it appeared that a tele- 
graph company received a message notifying a 
man that his wife was at the point of death, but 
failed to deliver It for eight days, though the 
receiver's place of business was well known and 
within a short distance of the office of the com- 
pany In the town in which he resided. He was 
thereby prevented from being present at his 
wife's death or attending her f uneraL 1 he Court 
held that the receiver was entitled to maintain 
an action and to recover compensation for the 
mental solTerlng inflicted on him by the gross 
negligence of the company. 



The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania held that 
a passenger railway corporation which had failed 
to obtain the consent of the local authorities to 
the construction of Its road could not be said to 
be Injured, within the meaning of the law, by a 
subsequent ordinance, which authorized another 
company to build on the same route, and could 
not complain of the Illegality of the ordinance. 



A Dartford (£ng.) newspaper denounced In 
strong language a sentence of the local magis- 
trates In a case of petty larceny. The publish- 
ers of the paper were proceeded against crimi- 
nally and found guilty. In passing sentence, 
Justice Stephen commented on the recklessness 
with which sentences are discussed in the press, 
and, regarding this to be a sei lous evil, imposed 
a fine of £100 on each of the ofibnders, or Im- 
prisonment until the flue be paid. 



The Queen's Bench Division (England) recently 
held that a contract by which members of a 
mineral water association bound themselves not 
to sell the waters at a less price than the com- 
mittee might from time to time direct was a 
contract In restraint of trade which could not be 
enforced In a court of law. 



The Montreal (Can.) Federal Telephone Com- 
pany was sued by a workman for damages, the 
workman charging that he was forced to work 
when the rain rendered it dangerous to climb 
trees and when no appliances were furnished to 
neutralia^e the danger. The ATl(Jencj 
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that he had been ordered by a foreman to work, 
and that other workmen had been threatened 
with diftmissal if they did not work on the day in 
question. The pUdntiff, injured by the woik, 
was confined to his honse for fifty-two days, and 
was compelled to pay #10 for doctor's services- 
The Court ordered that he be paid at the rate of 
f 1.50 per day, $10 for doctor's fees, and #100 
damages. 



A revival of a play at a Paris theatre was con- 
demned by the well-known critic of the Tempi, 
Sarcey. The author claims damages according 
to the Civil Code of France, on the ground that 
his property has been ii^ured, and a writ has 
beeu issued by a Paris judge on Sarcey. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

At a meeting of the shoe manufacturers com- 
posing the Rochester Boot and Shoe Manufac- 
turers' Association a set of rules governing the 
employment of help in the factories of the asso- 
ciation was adopted. The right of the manu- 
facturers to employ or discharge is to be acknowl- 
edged, as well as their right to introduce and 
operate any machines, and to employ help to 
run them by the week or piece. In case of a 
disagreement on prices, the matter is to be sub- 
mitted to arbitration, pending which there shall 
be no lockout or cessation of work, either by 
employer or employees. The manufacturers 
resolved to open their factories for work. 



The Monongahela River (Pa.) miners are out 
on a strike, their demand for an advance in rates 
having been refused. Ten thousand men are 
involved. The advance asked is from three 
to three and one half cents per busheL The 
operators claim that they are unable to pay it, 
and they will let the mines remain idle. 



The strike of the Hungarian furnace men at 
the Carnegie Edgar Thomson Steel Works, in 
Braddock, Pa., resulted in a serious riot. The 
strikers, armed with weapons of all kinds, made 
an attack on the men who had declined to join 
them, and wounded many of them. Some of 
the leaders have been arrested. 



The miners of Sangamon County, IlL, have 
instructed the local members-elect of the Legis- 
lature to secure the following legisUtion : A bill 
to enforce weekly payments of miners* wages ; 
a bill to compel mine inspectors to enforce the 
mining laws more rigidly ; a gross-weight bill ; 



a compulsory arbitration bill, and a bill subject- 
ing mine inspectors and pit bosses to examina- 
tion. 

The Wageworkers' Political Alliance of the 
District of Columbia has petitioned Congress to 
permit their delegate to have a seat in the Na- 
tional House. They claim to have elected a del- 
egate by 48,406 votes, and they claim that since 
they vastly outnumber their employers, and 
since the district has no representation, their 
delegate is entitled to a seat. 



Dr. Lucy M. Hall, in a recent lecture, reported 
that she has found drunkenness to be very fre- 
quent among women. Drinking habits are espe- 
cially extending among the girls employed in 
factories and workshops, who have to work 
long hours for small pay. 



The Boston West End Street Railway Com- 
pany has increased the wages of motor men and 
conductors on the electric cars. 



The Boston furnace manufacturers have re- 
fused to g^nt a nine-hour day to their em- 
ployees. 

The socialists* leaders in Qermany have deter- 
mined to carry the propaganda of State social- 
ism into the villages and agricultural districts. 
Arrangements have been made for lecture tours, 
the dissemination of popular literature on social- 
ism, and the formation of rural branches. The 
German emperor, to whom the matter was re- 
ferred, instructed the authorities to make no 
attempt to suppress this new phase of the so- 
cialist movement 



The Roman Statistical Institute states that 
in Italy 200,000 workmen live in absolutely un- 
sanitary cellars and 9,000 dwell in caves scooped 
out of rocks ; in 1,700 parishes people eat bread 
only on holidays, and in 4,965 parishes no meat 
is eaten. According to a report of the United 
States consul at Rome, day wages In that city 
are as follows: Stone-masons, from fifty-four 
to fifty-eight cents; carpenters, from fifty-six 
to seventy-eight cents; day-laborern, thirty 
cents; workers on statuary (in the rough), from 
one dollar to one dollar and a quarter; statuary 
(finishers), two dollars to three dollars. Beef, 
according to quality, costs from fifteen to thirty 
cents a pound ; butter, thirty cents ; sugar, granu- 
lated, fifteen cents; coflbe, forty cents; wheat 
flour, five and a half cents. The day's labor ranges 
from ten to twelve hours in cities, according to 
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seasons, and rises to fourteen hours In the coun- 
try. During the past year many strikes have 
taken place among the silk workers and the agri- 
cultural laborers, most of them being successful. 



The Scotch railway strike is practically at an 
end. The men have been replaced, and travel 
has been resumed. The Scotch roads were as- 
sisted by English companies, who sent their sur- 
plus men to take the strikers' places, and the 
English unionists seem not to have opposed this 
interference. 



The German Railway minister has declared 
war against the iron barons. The latter, having 
by high tariffls succeeded to a certain extent in 
getting rid of foreign competition, next set to 
work to dictate exorbitant prices to the Gkrman 
government, while they sold to foreign countries 
at comparatively cheap rates. It has now been 
decreed that in all purchases of material for the 
Prussian railroads the lowest tender is in future 
to be accepted, irrespective of the nationality of 
the contractor, and that German material is only 
to l>e preferred where the prises asked are the 
same. 

The managers of the Bavarian State railways 
have had to complain of a similar tendency to 
extortion on the part of the coal contractors. 
They have now decreed that in future coal is to 
be bought at the lowest tender; and this has 
enabled the Bohemian mine owners to obtain 
large orders, to the detriment of their Rhenish 
We-tphaliao competitors. 



Meetin|;s of unemployed laborers are being 
held in various parts of London, and street pa- 
rades are organized. The banners carried by the 
men bear such inscriptions as, ** We demand the 
right to live ; we don*t intend to starve.*' The 
severe weather, making outdoor work impossi- 
ble, is partly responsible for the acuteness of 
the distress among the laborers. 



An experiment in the solution of the tramp 
question was begtm in Germany by a benevolent 
clergyman in 1882. It was to give relief to those 
vagrants in exchange for work. He established 
stations styled labor colonies, and last year 
twenty-one of them admitted 6,231 persons. If 
a tramp refuses the work provided for him at a 
colony, he is turned over to the civil authorities 
and disposed of according to law. The system 
has already reduced vagrancy and mendicancy in 
the empire, it is reported, and has diminished 
indiscriminate aUnsgiving. The work supplied 



at the colonies Is farm labor, reclamation of 
wastes, forestry or trades. The stations are 
supported solely by private subscriptions. 
After fourteen days the tramp is paid moderate 
wages, and from them is deducted the cost of 
clothing and other articles he may use. Besides 
the colonies, therb are a thousand ** stations'* 
where wanderers have temporary relief, always 
in return for work. 



IN GENERAL. 

The great falling off in the recruiting returns 
suggests a growing dislike to the army. A 
singular feature about the present returns is 
that the army is falling off physically as well as 
numerically. •— Manchester, England^ Times. 



The new United States Treasury notes, espe- 
cially the ones, twos, and fives, are being severely 
criticised by business men, and there is a de- 
mand for the name of the contractor who fur- 
nished the paper to the Government. The paper 
is of the poorest quality, easily catches dirt, and 
tears when counted. 



A monster trial of all the members of a ser- 
vants* society for the facilitating of theft was 
held in the Fourth Criminal Court of Berlin, 
Germany, about three weeks ago. The thirty- 
five prisoners organized ten years ag'^, according 
to the conclusive testimony of one hundred and 
fifty witnesses, an association of house servants 
for the purpose of theft. All the plunder of 
the members was brought to the meeting-rooms 
of the association, in the Chaussee Strasse, was 
there sorted and appraised, and then classified, 
so that it might be pawned without exciting sus- 
picion. The profits were divided according to 
the president's judgment of the respective merits 
of the members. The result was that all the 
prisoners got sentences varying from one to five 
years In prison. 



A Russian court has sentenced an Austrian to 
imprisonment for one year for the crime of 
encouraging Russian peasants to emigrate to 
Brazil. 



The physicians of Berlin claim that their prac- 
tice has fallen off twenty- five per cent since 
Koch began his operations, and they demand 
from the government free lymph. 



The speaker and members of the Kansas City 
Coimcil, and an attorney for a corporation, have 
been indicted for offering to accept or to give a 
bribe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 



TO-DHV. 



Since the Paris Mantcipal CoancU dismissed 
the Sisters of Charity from the city hospitals, 
they have been replaced by narses who cost seven 
hundred francs eaph, instead of two hundred, 
and are generally servants who cannot get places 
elsewhere. 



The treasurer and three judges of Boone 
County, Mo., have been placed under bonds, 
on a charge of malfeasance in office. The sheriff 
of the county has been indicted on a charge of 
complicity with counterfeiters. 



The District Assembly of Moscow has for the 
last few years made It Its business to send out 
the best-Improved agricultural machines to the 
villages, and allow the peasants to use them free 
of charge. This has popularized the modem 
Improved implements among the peasants, and 
many of them began to buy their own machines. 
But It was found that in many Instances well-to- 
do peasants, who could afford to purchase their 
own machines, made use of the bounty of the 
Assembly. They took the Implements of the 
Assembly not only to use them free of charge, 
but also to rent them out for use to poor peas- 
ants. The Assembly has therefore decided to 
charge a small rental for the use of their ma- 
chines, and to see to It that none but poor peas- 
ants have the benefit of them. 



The Rapides superintendent of public educa- 
tion writes as follows about the condition of 
Louisiana public schools : — 

*' Many of these schoolhonses are cheap, rude 
buildings, badly arranged for educational work, but 
they are much better than none. 

** Seine have been so constructed as to seriously 
injure the pupils' eyes, on account of not having 
sufficient light, which has been done more from the 
lack of correct information, from knowledge of what 
is needed, than from any other cause. 

** A few are without windows of any kind, others 
not enough, while the majority are without glass. 

'* The first two are always too dark for children to 
see to study without holding the book too close to 
the eyes ; the last on cold days have the shutters 
closed, and then they are like the first ones, entirely 
too dark.'' 

The body of a man who was killed at Boylston 
Station, near Boston, by falling from the car- 
platform, was let lie, horribly mangled, exposed 
to the view of chance passers-by for several 
hours. The law prescribes this shocking neglect. 



In the case of Mrs. Catharine Meramble, of 
Woodbury, Conn., the coroner found that death 
had resulted In consequence of compulsory 



transportation to the hospital. She was con- 
veyed to New Haven by order of the selectmen 
of Woodbury. The joomey was one of thirty 
miles ; the temperature was at zero ; the woman 
lay on someliay In a ** beach " wagon — presum- 
ably one without springs. Her hip was broken 
and her feet frozen. 



The Personal Bights Journal reports two simi- 
lar cases in Bngland. At a meeting held on the 
22d ult, in the Ark Mission Hall, Rotherhithe, 
a petition to the House of Commons was 
adopted : — 

*' That some time since a 3roung man residing In 
Botherhlthe, who was suffering from a very mild 
attack of small-pox, lost his life solely through the 
exposure consequent upon his removal to a small- 
pox hospital. That a woman residing in Bother- 
hlthe was dragged from her home a few months 
since and taken to a small-pox hospital, in spite of 
her entreaties and the entreaties of her friends. 
That these two cases are but specimens of the dan- 
gers and crueltieB to which the sick poor are exposed 
by the state of the law at the present time, etc." 



CLIPPINQS. 

THB SWKBT BBASOKABLBNBSS OF THB LAW. 

At Enfield Petty Sessions, a little time ago, Mr. 
Bassett, of Fore Street, Upper Edmonton, was 
fined for having his wife and child with him In 
his trade-cart. The f ollowhog remarkable con- 
versation took place : — 

Defendant: I have taken out a licence since.— 
Mr. Bowles (Chairman of the Bench) : Even if you 
had had a licence when the officer saw you driving, 
you had no right to have a female and child with you. 
— Defendant: The female Is my wife, and the child 
is ours.— Mr. Bowles: That don't matter. Tou must 
not have anything in your cart but your trade goods. 
—Defendant: Not even my wife? — Mr. Bowles: 
No. — Defendant : I was going to Waltham Market 
to sell things, and took my wife with me to mind the 
pony. What harm is there in that ? — Mr. Bowles : 
Well, it is opposed to the law. A tradesman is only 
allowed to convey the goods in which he deals in 
his cart. — Defendant: Well, I always understood 
that a man and his wife were one, and that there 
could be no harm in their riding out together.— 
Mr. Bowles: In this instance the law will not per- 
mit it. You must not drive yoxur wife or children 
about in your trade cart Tou can only take with 
you a person to deliver your goods. — Defendant: 
It seems a strange law. — Mr. Bowles: We cannot 
help that. You have broken it, and must pay 6s. 
and costs, or go to prison. The money was paid. 



The last report on Swiss trade from the Brit- 
ish Legation at Berne refers to the subject of 
protection in that country. Swiss industries 
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iiaye of late years had a hard battle against 
what M. Droz hAs termed the influenza of 
protection prevalent in the neighboring coun- 
tries, and the goyemment has, in consequence, 
gradually found itself forced to abandon the 
principles of free-trade tarmetiy professed 
by the majority of the nation. The existing 
general tariff dates from December, 1887, 
when it was dftmed expedient to furnish 
the Federal Qovemment with efficient weap- 
ons for negotiating fresh commercial trea- 
ties with Grermany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. 
The conventions subsequently concluded with 
those countries will lapse onPeb. 1, 1892, and it 
is considered that still stronger weapons will 
then be required for the protection of Swiss 
commercial interests. As regards Grermany, 
Italy, and Austria-Hungary, the conclusion of 
fresh commercial treaties will not, it is thought, 
encounter any insuperable difficulties. France, 
on the other hand, is protectionist, and averse 
to the renewal of commercial treaties. It 
is, therefore, chiefly against her that a tarif de 
combat is required, if the government is to 
attempt, with any prospect of success, to obtain 
a favorable treatment of Swiss imports. The 
object of the new general tariff, which the 
Federal Council submitted to the two Chambers 
at their recent summer session, is threefold : to 
protect native industries, to serve as an efficient 
weapon for commercial negotiations, and to 
raise £160,000 extra revenue wherewith to cover 
the ordinary deficit on the year. The step 
which the government thus proposes to take in 
the direction of protection is far from meeting 
with universal approval, more especially in thd 
frontier cantons, sudi as Tessin and Greneva, 
where the effects of the increased duties will be 
more severely felt. The class of consumers 
generally throughout the country are naturally 
opposed to a policy which cannot fail to render 
living more expensive, and they base their oppo- 
sition to it on the 29th article of the Federal 
Constitution, which lays down the principle that 
'* articles necessary for native industry and 
agriculture, as well as the necessaries of life, 
shall be taxed at the lowest possible rate, while 
objects of luxury shall be subject to a higher 
duty." A further objection Is, moreover, 
raised by those who, while ready to furnish the 
goverenment with efficient weapons to negotiate 
commercial concessions on the expiration of the 
present treaties, are unwilling that these weap- 
ons should be used for purely fiscal and protec- 
tive purposes. The new tariff may, indeed, serve 
in certain respects to exercise pressure on the 
neighboring countries, but it will rather, they 
consider, have the effect of rendering existence 



at home more difficult than of obtaining conces- 
sions from abroad. This will especially be the 
case as regards to France. Her vulnerable 
point, the sUlc trade, has been left almost en- 
tirely unnoticed in the new tariff. — London 
Times. 



The value of the quantity of carpet wool im- 
ported from Russia annually is from $1,600,000 to 
$2,000,000. Four years ago the Department gave 
notice that our consular officers in Russia had been 
instructed to authenticate all invoices of merchan- 
dise which were expressed in i" paper rubles, the 
currency in which all purchases and sales are made 
in that country, and upon which all commercial 
transactions are based, and also to attach to such 
invoices certificates showing the value of the paper 
ruble at the time of shipment, estimated in United 
States gold dollars, as indicated by the latest quota- 
tions at St. Petersburg of sight drafts in sterling on 
London." Since that time the dutiable value of 
wool imported from Russia has been calculated 
upon the basis of the value of the paper ruble, a 
depreciated currency of fluctuating value, with 
which the purchases are made. But the Depart- 
ment ruled on Dec. 1, 1890, that " the value t>f the 
ruble as estimated by the director of the mint 
should be taken for the purpose of assessing duty." 
And on Dec. 8 the Department gave notice that this 
value was sixty-eight cents. At that time the 
paper ruble was worth only fifty-eight cents. 
Thereupon the carpet manufacturers made protest. 
To assume that the rubles with which they had 
bought wool were worth sixty-eight cents when in 
fact they were worth only fifty-eight would increase 
the duty to be paid, even if thereby the wool should 
not Tie transferred from the lower class to the 
higher. It appears that the calculation of values 
on the new basis does, in fact, with respect to con- 
siderable quantities of the wool, transfer the im- 
ported staple from the class on which the duty is 
thirty-two per cent to the class on which fifty per 
cent must be paid. The Department was asked to 
revoke its decision and ''return to the customs 
which have been in usiage for nearly one hundred 
years." The Department replies that it " cannot 
withdraw its instructions." — i\r«to York Times, 



The politician will soon be known, as, I think, 
a pest of another kind Is known, under the title 
of vaskUor communis. The issue is getting 
nearer in time for all honest-going people, ** Are 
we to set our foot on the politician, or the poli- 
tician his foot on us ? " — Free Life, 



In this country the question is not one of 
emigration, but of immigration. Ideas pene- 
trate the masses of the people slowly, and when 
once accepted retain their hold long after changed 
conditions have nuule them dangerous. — The 
Economist, 
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TO-DAY, JAN. 16, 1891. 

A record of tfie facts and considerations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good/or the people of 
the United States^ and thatf therefore^ Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for thtm. 

J. MoBRisoH-PuLLiB, Waltsr C. Rosb, Bditon. 



^' Italy has had to learn the 
'*]liSotS.**' lesson that union and liberty are 
expensive articles. In most of 
the despotic States of former days, taxation 
was low, and the public debt insignificant." 
So begins an article on the '' Economic Con- 
dition of Italy." I'he writer immediately 
goes on to say that after unity and indepen- 
dence had been established, the rulers had 
undertaken '* to provide for the education of 
the people, to give an impulse to agricul- 
ture, industry, and commerce, and to amal- 
gamate, politically and socially, the different 
parts of the new kingdom." And yet, not- 
withstanding all the efforts of the Govern- 
ment for nearly thirty years, the economic 
condition of Italy is most discouraging, and 
it looks as if these efforts would have to cense 
from the impossibility of collecting by taxa- 
tion money enough to make them with. Kot 
liberty and union, but the blunders of its 
rulers, are costly to a nation. 



An ex-convict was recently 
^*S«S "* arraigned before a Chicago jusUce 
for peddling without a license a 
little volume of rhyme in which he relates 
the story of his own life. The story seems 
to have been well told, for the justice, after 
reading a portion, discharged the prisoner. 
The Chicago Heruldy after calling attention 
to the incident, wishes that the author may 
•get his license and meet with success in his 
sales. No perception is evinced of the 
tyranny involved in arresting a man for 
such a cause. And still nine men out of 
ten, probably, if they could be induced to 
think about it a moment, would agree that a 
man has a right to write poetry or even dog- 
gerel, and to sell it, if he is able, without in- 
terference. The practice of licensing for a 
nominal fee those engaged in certain trades 
brings in very little money as a mode of taxa- 
tion; as a means of protecting the public 
against annoyance and being imposed upon 
by worthless wares, it is a stupid farce; while, 
with respect to the persons engaged in the 
trades, it i:^ a tyranny which ought to be in- 



tolerable to a free people. The custom has 
extended greatly in this country daring the 
last quarter of a century, — even the newsboys 
being required in many cities to get a license 
for selling papers on the street, — and is one 
illustration among many of the curtailment 
of individual liberty among us. 

It is interesting to note in«ihis connection 
the training in submission which the State 
gives its prospective citizens in the public 
schools, as well as when they are trying to do 
something towards a livelihood. Rarely has 
the animus of State control in education been 
expressed more baldly and plainly than by 
Mr. Andrew S. Draper in tiie Educational 
Beview for January. '' Educa^n by the StcUe 
necessarily extends so far as to effect disc^Une, 
exact obedience J and inspire respect for author- 
ity. The great importance of this is very 
commonly overlooked. The Government 
must develop a feeling of loyalty, and a spirit 
of patriotism, and it can do it more effectually 
in connection with educational work than in 
any other way." Immediately before, he 
speaks of history as an ^^ exemplification of 
the world's struggles for freedom and liberty, 
with the accompanying examples of heroic 
deeds and ennobling thoughts." Now what 
can ^^ freedom and liberty " mean to a man 
capable of writiug the sentences first quoted? 
Mr. Draper's may be a case of a seventeenth- 
century mind dealing with nineteenth-centoiy 
problems, and if it were an isolated case it 
would deserve no notice except as a curiosity. 
But the thought he expresses is the common 
thought of the day upon this subject. It is a 
waste of time to reason with men of this 
stamp; but, happily, not quite all are in such a 
psychological condition, and to the hitter it 
may be permissible to put the following ques- 
tion: If the course of training advocated by 
Mr. Draper and those who agree with him, 
with its " loyalty to Government," " disci- 
pline," " exact obedience," and " respect for 
authority," — if such a training is proper for 
those who are to become citizens under free- 
dom and liberty, what in the world would be 
the sort of training proper to those who were 
to become subjects under slavery? 



The Down- According to a newspaper re- 
R^nMiMD P^''^ ^^^ following striking Ian- 
Party, guage was used at the Republican 
conference at Indianapolis : — 
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"Gentlemen, you can talk about hannony, and 
more cheap newspapers and organizations, but that 
will not restore us to power in Indiana. It is no use 
to deceive ourselves. There are more Democrats in 
this State than Republicans. 

" The only way we can win is by inducing Demo- 
crats to vote our ticket. Can we induce them to 
vote the Republican ticket with Republican news, 
papers and lots of harmony? No! But boodle will 
doit. Boodle did it in 1880 and 1888, and boodle can 
do it in 1892. 

" Gentlemen, if you can, devise some scheme to 
evade the Australian election law, which the Demo- 
crats adopted to protect themselves against our 
effective methods." 

"What is the use of denying it, gentlemen? 
Tou all know that Indiana was carried for Harrison 
by boodle." ThU wets received with great applaiLse. 

"Yes, gentlemen, if we cannot beat this new 
Australian law we cannot expect to win." 

The Nation of last week devoted two and a 
half columns to a labored editorial seeking to 
show that Senator Hoar uttered a truth when 
he exclaimed, in a moment of chagrin, that 
the shelving of the " Force Bill " presaged 
the death of the Republican party. Let it be 
granted, etc., that the work which that party 
was organized to perform has heen done; that 
the two measures, the Blair Bill and the Elec- 
tions Bill, which it brought forward as final 
achievements of its mission, have been deci- 
sively rejected by the people. Still it does not 
by any means follow that the organization 
ought to disband — much less that it will. 
There is yet much work to be done in Ameri- 
can politics, and it makes little difference 
what party performs it. 

Witii respect to the second question, — 
whether the Republican party i^ really on the 
point of dissolution, — a tolerably satisfactory 
answer is furnished by the above quotation 
from the Indiana politican to any one need- 
ing an answer. The Republican party is 
perhaps the most powerful and efficient polit- 
ical party organization the world has ever seen. 
Whether or not it represents the intellect and 
culture of the country, it certainly represents 
the w^th, — and money is the sinews of poli- 
tical as well as military warfare. Neither the 
rejection of two measures which many of its 
leaders deem vital nor such a reverse as it 
suffered at the elections last November can in 
the least portend its destruction. Even if no 
more bills should be passed by the present 
Congress, the achievements to which it can 
point with pride are by no means inconsider- 
able. Is it nothing to have saddled upon the I 



country for some years the McKinley Bill, the 
Customs Administrative Bill, the Dependent 
Pension Bill, and how many thousand private 
pension bills, — to say nothing of bringing 
two Western pocket boroughs into the Union 
as States? (Though, on second thought, since 
Monday week, perhaps there is not much 
cause for congratulation in the last.) 

What the November elections do show is 
one of two thiilgs : either that more 
" boodle '' must be put into campaigns in the 
future, or that the Republican leaders grasped 
at a little too much during the first session of 
the Fifty-first Congress. Either of these 
mistakes can easily be remedied. Probably 
giving up the ** Force Bill " was a wise move 
towards repairing the latter. At present, 
probably not more than one in four or five 
votes is purchasable at any reasonable figure. 
(In Indiana the ratio may be somewhat 
higher.) As long as this remains true the 
party is confined within rather narrow limits 
in its power of enacting sectional and class 
legislation. But there is no serious cause for 
discouragement; the ratio of purchasable 
votes is constantly growing greater. In order 
to show that the Republican party is near 
death, the Nation must first prove that the 
country is on the point of growing honest. 



xhe ^^1 ^^^ every communistic 

^^*^g[J*** scheme supposes an ideal state of 
Sooiaiiun. affairs; if not really ideal, at least 
so changed from the present as to be scarcely 
recognizable. The repeated failures of at- 
tempts to establish societies of that kind 
may be partly accounted for by the absence 
of these necessary conditions. The failure 
of one conspicuous, but little-known, case can- 
not possibly be attributed to such a lack; for 
the members of the society composing the 
community were men and women of known 
honesty of purpose, purity of life, and won- 
derful endurance. These people were no 
other than the Pilgrim Fathers. 

Every schoolboy knows why the Pilgrims 
left England to find shelter among a strange 
people, the Dutch; and why, a few years 
later, they sailed for the then unknown New 
England. The people were poor — too poor 
indeed to manage their own expedition, and 
so they entered into arrangements with a 
body of London merchants, commonly known 
in history as the Merchant Adventurers. 
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Tbese merchants agreed to supply the Pil- 
grime with the Decessaries for their undertak- 
ing on certain valuable considerations, the 
most important of which were the following 
five: — 

1. Colonists sixteen years old and upwards 
and persons contributing £10 were each to 
be owners of one share. (The settlement 
was regarded in the light of a joint-stock 
XM>mpany.) 

3. The partnership was to continue for 
seven years, at the end of which time *' all 
profits and benefits that are gotten by trade, 
traflac, trucking, working, fishing, or by any 
other means" were to remain as common 
stock. 

4. The settlers, having landed, were to be 
divided into parties, to be employed in boat- 
building, fishing, carpentry, cultivation, and 
manu&ctures for the use of the colony. 

5. At the end of seven years the capital 
and profita were to be divided among the 
stockholders in proportion to their respective 
shares in the investment. 

10. Till the division, all colonists were to 
be provided with food, clothing, and other 
necessities from the common stock. 

There can be no doubt that the Pilgrims 
meant, if possible, to maintain the agreement 
in all ita parts, but in less than three years it 
was broken. The reason for this is simple: 
the good people had no heart in the work, 
because they had no share in the profits, or 
rather no immediate and adequate return for 
their labor. Within three years, i. e., in 
1628, the contract was so far violated that 
parcels of land in proportion to numbers were 
assigned for tillage, though there was no pro- 
vision for inheritance or actual possession of 
the land so cultivated. The mere change, 
however, worked wonders. Bradford quaintly 
remarks ''that even women and children 
went into the field to work," where the land 
laid uncultivated before. This step was 
regarded as a mere tentative: the year follow- 
ing the small colony determined to acquire 
absolute ownership. For the sum of £1,800, 
payable in nine annual instalments, the Mer- 
chant Adventures were to convey to the 
planters, as Bradford quaintly phrases it, 
" even their stocks, shares, land, merchandise, 
and chattels." The speculation was bold and 
hazardous. '' They knew not well," he con- 
tinues, '' how to raise the payment and dis- 
charge their other engagements, and supply 



their yearly wants, seeing they were forced 
for their necessities to take up moneys or 
goods at such high interest. Yet they under- 
took it, and seven or eight of the chief of the 
place became jointly bound for the payment 
of this eighteen hundred pounds, in the behalf 
of the rest, at the several days; in which 
they ran a great adventure, as their present 
stock stood, having many other heavy bur- 
dens already upon them, and all things in an 
uncertain condition." 

In the reorganized system a sort of joint- 
stock company was formed, in which every 
freeman was to have a share and '' every 
father of a family" was '' allowed to purchase 
a share for his wife, and a share for every 
child that he had living with him. After 
allotting the animals, *'they agreed," says 
Gov. Bradford, ** that every person or share 
should have twenty acres of land divided 
unto them, beside the single acres they 
already had." That is to say, the principle 
of private property and absolute owner- 
ship was adopted, without which the settlers 
were either unwilling or unable to work. 
After this revolution, the old difficulties and 
hardships disappeared, the colony prospered 
at home, and started and successfully estab- 
lished trading stations on the Kennebec 
River in Maine. 

Here then is a case under ezceptionably 
favorable circumstances in which a fair triid 
was given the system of communism, and 
after the comparatively short period of three 
or four years, the system, unable to maintain 
itself, gives way. It may be said, '' True ; 
but this is not the final verdict." It may not 
indeed be the final word on the subject, but 
until society progresses beyond the social 
state of the Pilgrims, it is to be doubted 
whether the experiment can be successful 
even on a small scale. This period, how- 
ever, seems to be as fieur distant from the im- 
mediate present *' as the east is from the 
west" 



A LITTLE ZOOLOGY AND OTHER 
MATTERS. 

Carl Yogt is said to have once, remarked 
that he wondered how any one could question 
the Simian descent of man after observing 
the conduct of Germans in foreign lands, 
their ci^acity for aping the language, manners, 
and methods of others was so marvellous. 
The aptness of the illustration may be dis- 
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puted; its derivation may be traced to the 
patriotic spleen of the learned paleontologist 
rather than to the pale and colorless abstract 
of objective reality; and irreverent Grenevese 
students have been known to suggest that the 
doctor's physiognomy bore better testimony 
to the common ancestry than did the flckle- 
ness or pliability of his compatriots. Be this 
as it may, 14 must be remembered that Db. 
YoeT was unacquainted with American an- 
glomania, and that he did not have the inesti- 
mable advantage of the entrie to Washington 
Society. So that if the evidence he offered 
of our family likeness to other Primates be 
deemed comparatively trivial, the impropriety 
should be ascribed to those limitations of 
space which confine our personal observa- 
tion within such narrow bounds. Should 
the evidence of relationship drawn from 
Teutonic mimicry be discarded as insuffi- 
cient, the social antics of Americans, freed 
from the restraints of industrial competition, 
will more than supply its place. The testi- 
mony of comparative osteology even, though 
unfolded by Huxley himself, will not speak 
more strongly for the fact than the grotesque 
contortions of the freed American. Ameri- 
cans, as every one knows, even they them- 
selves, are bom free. But these are the herd 
who inherit, along with their imaginary 
freedom, a perfectly real equality. It is the 
social superiors of these who display, by 
partial reversion, those qualities which so 
plainly proclaim the monkey. 

The American may be freed from indus- 
trial competition in either of several ways. 
In the first place, he may be born rich, llie 
number of those thus emancipated from 
human fetters is constantly and rapidly in- 
creasing. They do not form a class. In 
spite of Uie pretensions of New York, its 
apes still form only one of many tribes. All 
the cities, and even smaller towns, have their 
groups of freedmen, each with its own qual- 
ity and measure of anglomania. There is 
visible, perhaps, a slight tendency on the part 
of the others to regard the New York tribe 
as an available imitation, which, on account 
of its proximity, may serve as a pattern in 
place of the London anthropoids,* after whom 
they have sought to fashion their exterior. 
Of this variety of American, — it is as yet 
inaccurate to call it a breed, — the individual 
specimens which at present receive the great- 
est share of public attention are the sons, — 



commonly known as dudes. But it is quite 
possible that the daughters deserve at least 
an equal scrutiny; for, although the belief is 
still prevalent that American girls have some 
common-sense, the faith is fast becoming a 
myth; and as to this class of freedwomen, if 
they exhibit a smaller capacity for monkey- 
shines, they do their best to balance the 
account with their brothers, by their liberal 
cultivtition of arrogance. 

I do not aspire, nor is it within my power, 
to write a commentary on Anglomania and 
I am surprised to find to what length of di- 
gression a mere allusion may carry one. j 
spoke of this interesting qase of reversion 
merely in order to put it to one side more ef- 
fectually than if it were passed over in silence. 
We have here a curiosity indeed, such as we 
meet with all through zoology, but not a phe- 
nomenon of any importance. It is undoubt- 
edly diverting to discover that Americans 
whose ancestors, in the single line which 
may sometimes be traced for a few genera- 
tions, were as surely butchers, bakers, and 
candlestick-makers as the illustrious trio who 
Jumped, and continue to jump, out of the 
Irish potato, now and then crossing with the 
lineage of a scrapegrace second son, should 
assume as their special mark of distinction an 
air of fiunily pride. It is generally safe to 
say that the wealth on which this bubble 
floats does not owe its accumulation to that 
branch of the family whose genealogy is 
proudly set forth: for these illusions never 
show themselves in the American self-made 
man, whose industry has freed the fiunily from 
the immediate scrutiny of natural selection. 
This remark serves to indicate why I have 
described the Anglomaniacs as freedmen; a 
little reflection will justify the description, 
and at the same time throw some light on the 
causes of reversion. These congeners of the 
chimpanzee form, as I have said, a number 
of independent groups over the country, 
which, although conspicuous in some ways, 
are of no present consequence, and need be 
mentioned only by way of introduction to a 
more troublesome species. 

The other North American monkeys con- 
stitute hardly more than a sub-species. They 
live in Washington for the greater part of 
the year, if not of their lives; but they are 
distinctly migratory in their habits. As the 
personnel of Washington society depends 
largely upon the results of quadrennial elec- 
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tioDB, many people who have not examined 
the matter closely have wondered at the con- 
tinuous perpetuation of the same specific or 
varietal characters from administration to 
administration. Officials are changed, their 
families migrate, new officials with new fami- 
lies arrive, but the unmistakable anthropoid 
(or rather, as I shall presently explain, the 
pitheeine) habits remain. No sooner has the 
new tribe been ushered in by the dotibtful 
vote of a pivotal State than its hitherto widely 
separated fragments begin to work themselves 
into the same misshapen relations to each 
other, and to go through the same contortions 
that their predecessors have so lately quit. 
Let there be no mistake about that When 
the people gather at the poll, and discharge 
their Washington servants, the latter and 
their families return to their several walks in 
life utterly divested of the airs and graces 
which they have so awkwardly practised dur- 
ing their four years of freedom from the 
wholesome but not always pleasant experi- 
ence of democratic society. But in Wash- 
ington the evil effects of this exemption and 
segregation are always visible. Precedence 
takes the place of politeness; formality is 
aped by persons whose notions of etiquette 
have not hitherto extended beyond simper- 
ingly preceding a lady upstairs; awkward 
imitations of a hearsay but totally unaccus- 
tomed punctilliousness deform the naturally 
simple conduct of American women and men; 
in short, American officials and American 
officials' families put themselves on exhibition 
in a mean, ill-mounted, ill-rehearsed, ill-acted 
pantomime consisting of grimaces and capers, 
of which the end and aim seems to be to 
present a faint counterfeit of the illustrious 
court of Pumpernickel. Details might fill a 
volume, but that is a work of technicality, 
which must be reserved for the more elabo- 
rate pages of a zoological monograph. As- 
suming the fact, how is the phenomenon of 
transmission — not from generation to genera- 
tion but from ^^administration to adminis- 
tration " —to be explained? The explanation 
lies partly in the residuum of ex-office holders 
left in Washington after each election waiting 
for a return to office, partly in the presence of 
the "Army and Navy,'* and mainly in the 
presence of the so-called Diplomatic Corps. 

The first may be briefiy disposed of. 
Although the ex-official who hangs on in 
Washington is generally a minor official, he 



is with unfaltering constancy the aspirant 
for higher honors and salary for himself 
and for more exalted precedence for his 
wife. Perhaps he has not even as yet been 
ranked by the Perpetual Grand Chimpanzee 
who presides over Washington ceremonials. 
Then he aims at rank ; and his wife knows the 
precedence as well as the British matron of 
the novelist does her peerage. But the 
hangers-on are not all taken from the minor 
officers ; some of the larger fry collect 
there in the course of time. All together they 
form a nucleus of sufficient size to gather 
unto itself fresh material, and they impress 
new-comers with a sense of their social 
importance. 

The ** Army and Navy " in Washington is 
a great theme; the only question is whether 
we should approach a subject of such magni- 
tude at all. It is understood, of course, that 
when I speak of its magnitude the reference 
is always to the social dimensions. As a mili- 
tary entity, it is universaUy recognized, and 
I rejoice now to recognize the fact that the 
"Army and Navy" has no existence. The 
phrase may be used descriptively in the singu- 
lar as a convenient designation for the greatest 
group of blockheads in the world. I say this 
without knowing the exact number of lieu- 
tenants in the German army; if I find on 
reference that I have underestimated this 
force, I shall be happy to rate the American 
" Army and Navy " second. Socially, then, 
the " Army and Navy " may be said to be 
stationed at Washington, although an exhaust- 
ive description of this variety of blockhead 
would include those at several minor centres of 
imbecility distributed with much impartiality 
in various ports and towns where there is no 
need of them . Not that I would be understood 
as implying that any port or town has need 
of the " Army and Navy"; on the contrary, 
I attribute the impartiality of the distributi >n 
to this very fact. If it were otherwise, — such 
is the wisdom of the departments, — means 
would no doubt be found of discriminating 
against the posts feeling the necessity. All 
points being equally secure, and the " Army 
and Navy " having besides no military exist- 
ence, its function has become entirely social; 
and this is most conspicuously and efficiently 
discharged in or near Washiiigton. Occa- 
sionally, as at present, a few officers are 
detached from the main body and sent out 
West to harry the Indians. 
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There tliey may watch for a chance to dis- 
play their prowess. As a general thing, they 
return in disgrace, out-witted hy the sixth son 
of an old chief. Now and then they become 
the heroes of some daring exploit, their lives 
being in awful peril, from which they extri- 
cate themselves and their troop, with great 
difficulty, killing two hundred Indians, and 
taking prisoners seventy-flve more : loss on 
the white side, two blankets and a whiskey 
flask — dropped by deserters. When fortune' 
has smiled on one of them so auspiciously, he 
returns to the settlements, to be lionized for 
the next twenty years. Bui these sham 
battles do not disturb the even tenor of 
Washington society. It must not be sup- 
posed, however, that the soi-disant military 
section of the " Army and Navy " is ade- 
quate by itself to discharge all the social 
functions which tradition demands of it. 
Civilian aid has been called in ; and this is 
rendered as well as may be by the swarm 
of department officials of the '^ Army and 
Navy," who take their tone and bearing 
from the uniformed nonentities whose pay 
and provisions they are commissioned to 
superintend, and whose glorious deeds they 
record. The pomp of gold lace and the 
vanity of rank and precedence are the 
inherited destiny of all who are born to shine 
in the '* Army and Navy." With them the 
love of barbaric display and effete forms 
does not constitute a case of reversion, bu^ 
rather of survival. War and all its appanage 
are out of place and out of time in America, 
and only its sound and tinsel survive in 
Washington. But the prestige which still 
clings to anything so warlike as a uniform or 
a shoulder-strap is sufficient to attract the 
unsophisticated supporters of each new 
'^ administration '' into more or less uncon- 
scious imitation of military fuss and feathers. 
But the essential factor in explaining the per- 
petuation of pithccine habits in Washington 
is that the ^' Army and Navy " is, more 
largely than any of the civilian officials, a 
permanent contingent at the capital. The 
'' spoils " system, on which American wire- 
pullers and politicians fatten, has not invaded 
the ranks — probably because enough fools 
cannot be found to keep up a steady rotation 
in them. So the uniforms remain from year 
to year on the same backs, and help to im- 
pose the notion of formality and gradation 
on the incoming raw material. 



Permanence is a quality shared by the Dip- 
lomatic Corps. Other countries not having 
learned that the secret of political efficiency 
is to turn out civil servants as fast as they 
become competent, it results that the mem- 
bers of the Diplomatic Corps remain in 
Washington generally longer than the Ameri- 
can officials. Even when this is not the case, 
the changes in the foreign offices do not 
occur coincidently with our election. But 
above and beyond the advantage of perma- 
nence is the fact that all these foreign repre- 
sentatives, whoever they may be, come either 
from countries in which political and social 
aristocracies, with their pomp and ceremony, 
still thrive and bask in the sunshine of popu- 
lar admiration, or from countries in which 
aristocracies have disappeared but recently, 
and more in name than in reality. It is per- 
fectly well known that foreign countries do 
not send any men of ability to represent 
them here, and no one has yet suggested a 
satisfactory reason why they should. But 
the effect on the so-called society which dis- 
ports itself in Washington to its own wonder 
and admiration is to get it misled into the 
most absurd and grotesque counterfeiting of 
the etiquette of European courts. The wife 
of the chef stands first, moves first, sneezes 
first, and after her, in their prescribed order, 
the wives of the baker, the pastry-cook, etc. * 
Such is the clownish result. And the reality 
and operation of the alleged cause, viz., the 
presence, the character, the antecedents, and 
the conduct of the members of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, cannot be doubted. But why 
confine ourselves to generalities? Only last 
week a reception was held in the White 
House, and the wily diplomatists were pres- 
ent in full force, in fact, they were the 
guests of the occasion. Diplomatic recep- 
tions I Of what vast political moment might 
not this occasion prove to be? If any one is 
sceptical of the political iittportance of a dip- 
lomatic reception, let him explain, if he can, 
why the people of the United States should be 
taxed to pay the piper. Besides, see how 
European nations regard these affairs. The 
Czar drinks a glass of wine with the Prince 
of Montenegro, and immediately the conti- 
nent resounds with acclamation. The Lon- 
don Times appears on the following day 
with the longest leader of the year: the 
" Peace of Europe," the " Balkan Imbroglio," 
the *' Advance of the Slav," the '* Indian j 
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Frontier," the " Stability of the Empire,'* or 
words to that effect Or the Emperor of 
Germany remarks to a French lady that he 
will pay her a visit in Paris. Every editor in 
Europe descants on the '* armed peace " and 
the probable consequences of a Parisian riot. 
American editors compose some very black 
head-lines — and copy the contents of their 
English exchanges. So our clerks and cooks 
in Washington prepare to emulate the foreign 
example. The doors of the White House are 
thrown open ; the chef and his scullions stand 
on one side; his lady and the scullions' ladies 
stand on the other, arrayed in all the splendor 
of lace and spangles. Not the blue-nosed 
mandrill of Ethiopia is as one of these. The 
diplomats arrive and smirk — presently, too, 
they will take wine. For all the world, no 
doubt, as Alexander received the Prince of 
Montenegro — only the editors obstinately 
refuse to enthuse, and the telegraph tickers 
preserve a sullen silence. But the motions 
have been gone through, the pressing require- 
ments of politics have been satisfied, and, 
above all, etiquette has been strictly ob£(erved. 
Yet hold! What blood-curdling breach of 
precedence have we here? The newspapers, 
otherwise speechless, grow eloquent, and her- 
ald the forebodings of calamity far and wide. 
On entering the Blue Room, Sir Fashionable 
Fiddlefaddle, — probably more at home in the 
Green Room, — whose proper place is some- 
where near the tail end of the diplomatic 
file, has actually, in the ftiU light of day, pre- 
ceded both the illustrious Count Dummkopf 
of Schoppenstet and the martial Don Alonzo 
Alfonso Blazo. Catastrophe impends. Dumm- 
kopf and Blaze glare; Fiddlefoddle, simulating 
indifference, walks boldly forward and cuts a 
caper before Mrs. Flarrison. Has the Em- 
peror of Brobdingnag chosen this means to 
insult the majesty of Lilliput? Blazo demands. 
This is a personal afiVont, fiercely hisses 
Dummkopf. (For further particulars, see 
any Herald^ IVtduwe, Journal^ or Chronicle in 
America.) 

Quo J quo J 8cele8tij ruitisf And it is from 
these addle-pates and numskulls, fit compan- 
ions of the '*Army and Navy," that Wash- 
ington society takes its shape and color — a 
spectacle for the gods. Eminent Hoosiers, 
distinguished Buckeyes, luminous representa- 
tives of Pike County, with their families, 
come here to unlearn their common-sense, 
freed for a time from the gaze and contact of 



their constituents, that they may furnish evi- 
dence of their zoological affinities. The soci- 
ety of anthropoids must be dignified by 
contrast with the gambols of the migratory 
Washington varieties. The unmistakable like- 
ness to pithecine antics, not shared by oar 
Asiatic or African cousins, conclusively proves 
that the anatomical indications are deceptive 
and that the missing link should be sought in 
.America. 

But, it may be asked, if the other tribes of 
monkeys, described as Anglomaniacs, are too 
inconsiderable to deserve attention, what pos- 
sible consequence or significance can this 
Washington tribe have for us? The trouble 
is that these people are elected; they draw 
salaries and charge many of their expenses to 
our Treasury; that these expenses threaten to 
grow heavier every year; and that some of 
these very clowns have the fixing of the sal- 
aries and expenses in their own control. 
Assaults on the surplus are made from every 
quarter. The talk of raising the pay of Con- 
gressmen is revived every year. If they 
hesitate now, it is only .till the wh9le civil 
list shall have been marked up, as happens 
piecemeal at every annual appropriation. 
The diplomatic service in particular, next 
only to the *' Army and Navy " in worlhless- 
ness, grows hoarse with demands for allow- 
ances to enable them to vie with their associ- 
ates at foreign courts in display and extrava- 
gance. And the Treasury slowly but surely 
yields. Everything yields. And now comes 
the last straw. 

A resolution was brought into the Senate 
the other day announced in the papers as 
" Mrs. Harrison's Bill." And the announce- 
ment was justified, for her name appeared in 
the resolution itself. After a number of 
whereases in which the merits of the case 
were canvassed and the arguments presented 
in its favor, and after reciting the fact that 
we are a nation of 64,000,000 people — from 
which we derive the consoling knowledge that 
Mrs. Harrison has no faith in the census, 
though she is willing to split the difference 
with the Democrats — the resolution proceeds 
to appropriate $950,000 to build an addition 
to the White House! In order, forsooth, 
that Harlequin and his successors may have 
more room in which to display their agility 
and the feathers of their Colombines. A mil- 
lion dollars to be taken from the pockets of 
the owners in order that the '* Army and 
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Navy " may not get its unaccustomed sword 
between its clumsy legs; in order that there 
may be enough velvet sofas for the increasing 
horde of ex-dish-washers waiting for reap- 
pointments; in order that ceremony may be 
more perfectly rehearsed — that Fiddlefaddle 
may have no excuse for blundering in ahead 
of Dummkopf and Blazo! Did I say a mil- 
lion? no, just $950,000; who ever heard of a 
government building costing a million — in 
the original bill? Out upon it I Will some 
one please subscribe $950 to build Mrs. Har- 
rison a lean-to for a wash-house? Out up(>n 
it I Subscriptions received at this office. 



BOOKS. 

The Conflicts of Capital and Labour, Histori- 
cally and Economically Considered. Being a 
History and Review of the Trade Unions of 
Great Britain. By George Howell^ M. P., 
Macmillan and Co. 1890. 
One of the most serious questions at present 
is that concerning the relations between the. 
diiferent • classes engaged in production » — a 
question second only to that of the relation 
between citizens and the Government. Few 
things can throw more light upon the first ques- 
tion than an accurate survey of the relations 
which have existed in the past between work- 
men and their toasters or employers. Such a 
survey Mr. Howell has attempted to give, and 
with very good success. The value of his work 
to one making a serious study of the subject can 
hardly be overestimated. 

Since the first edition appeared, about twelve 
years ago, great changes have taken place as 
regards industrial questions, so great that the 
revision of the work amounted practically to 
rewriting it. ''Then trade unions were de- 
nounced in the press, on the platform, in the 
pulpit, and In Parliament; not occasionally, but 
constantly, persistently, and virulently." A 
large part of the former work was accordingly 
taken up in defending associations of working- 
men against the often ignorant onslaughts made 
upon them. Now a portion is devoted to con- 
tending against the unreasonable demands of 
certain more *' advanced trade uDions." 

Industrial combinations date from a very early 
period, though at first they extended their influ- 
ence to social, religious, and political matters 
The origin of guilds is ascribed to feasts of Ger- 
man tribes from Scandinavia. The word itself 
is said, in Its primary meaning, to imply a feast, 
and also the company assembled. Mr. Howell de- 
scribes with considerable minuteness the devel- 



opment of different guilds — religious and so- 
cial guilds, merchant and town guilds, and craft 
guilds. 

In the last he sees the parent of trade unions. 
All these organizations. In so far as they were 
concerned with industrial afibirs, were combina- 
tions in restraint of trade, and this has been more 
or less a characteristic of their modem represent- 
atlves. It is interesting to note that the breaking 
down of the guilds was largely due to this vice. 
The associations became close corporations, for 
the benefit of a few families ; whereas it is only by 
embracing a large number that a union of work- 
men can remain powerfuL In addition to this 
cause of failure, the craft guilds ranged them- 
selves directly against the discoveries and in- 
ventions, which had the effect of bringing many 
branches of industry under the control, com- 
paratively, of few persons. 

The darkest days for English laborers seem 
to have occurred during the period between the 
dissolution of guilds and the formation of trade 
unions; which period, it Is worth noting, coin- 
cided with the transition from medlceval methods 
of industry to modern capitalistic production. 
It is Impossible to read an impartial history of 
the long confiict between masters and workmen 
without having the sympathies strongly ex- 
cited on the side of the latter. Of course, this 
does DO more than raise a presumption that they 
are mainly right in their present contest, as it is 
possible that the pendulum has now swung to 
the other side, and that employers are now the 
ones deserving sympathy. The condition of 
English laborers during the eighteenth century 
seems to have been about equally bad In trades 
subject to statute, such as woollen manufac- 
tures; in trades incorporated by charter, like 
framework knitting; and in trades free from 
restriction, as the cotton and silk trades. One ^ 
of the most fiagrant cases of oppression occurred 
in the business of framework knitting. In 
1778, the wages of a workman were stated to be 
about six shillings a week. The greatest exac- 
tions on the part of employers were levied in the 
shape of frame-rents. *' The value of a frame 
at that time is stated to have been from £6 to 
£8, and for its use a workman had to pay from 
U. Sd. to 28. per week. ... If a workman man- 
aged to buy a frame of his own he was refused 
work. This rent the workmen had to pay 
whether they worked or not, even during sick- 
ness, or when the employers failed to furnish 
materials. Many employers purposely stinted 
their workmen ... so that in this way they 
might be able to deduct the frame-rent from a 
greater number of persons." 
It is difficult to judge ^of the future by the 
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past; ignorance both of the past and of the 
present is required to make predictions about 
the future easy. The history of trade unions is 
a record of ahnost continuous triumph of the 
working classes. At the beginning of the pres- 
ent century, combinations of workmen were 
forbidden by law ; now the law fully recognizes 
them, and protects their property. Already, 
they collectively form one of the most powerful 
associations in modem States, and they no 
longer confine their attention strictly to meas- 
ures chiefly aflbctlng their own members. Just 
what will be their course, what effect they will 
produce upon the State, what will be their fate, 
it is Impossible to foretell. In the past there 
can be no doubt that they have been of great 
beneflt to their own members, and indirectly to 
society. Whether they contain men sufficiently 
wise to make their direct influenpe tell in the 
right direction is a question of surpassing im- 
portance. 



POLITICS IN THB MAGAZINES. 

Atlantic (January). Compulsory Arbitra- 
tion. By Charles Worcester Clark In this 
paper we are told that it is a characterisric 
feature of Americans to submit too readily 
to their servants; Bridget and Congressmen, 
coachmen and railways are classed together. 
In matters of public administration, indeed, the 
writer maintains that we discuss not so much 
** whether we shall employ Democrats or Repub- 
licans to serve us'* as whether ** we shall sub- 
mit to Democratic or Republican rule.*' 

The particular class of public servants with 
which the paper deals is the railways. That the 
State has a right to arbitrate between them and 
their employees, Mr. Clark has no doubt whatever. 
To quote his words on this point : '* It Is idle, at 
this late day, for the public carriers to deny the 
right of the State to control them." Until Con- 
gress takes action in the matter,, he would have 
each State pass a law applicable to corporations 
within their limits, such law to establish a per- 
manent board, or to designate some judge of a 
higher court, who should appoint a temporary 
board when there was need for the same. In 
any case, whatever the character of the board, 
it should be compensated for its services. The 
right of the employees to organize should be 
recognized, but the board should not give hear- 
ing to individual complaints, — ail complaints 
to come from official sources. Furthermore, 
arbitration boards shall be given the right to 
demand from both sides such information as 
may seem needful. 

The questions that would confront such boards 



— what should be considered sufficient pay, the 
length of a day's work, promotion and discharge 

— are discussed quite fully, and the whole article 
gives evidence that the writer has given thought 
to the subject. There is one recommendation, 
however, which scarcely harmonizes with his 
prefatory remarks. He would license all ndl- 
way employees, which license should be forfeited 
when its holder leaves without due notice or 
public consent, and to be re-obtained only on 
payment of a high price. Doubtless he relies on 
that very characteristic of Americans, viz., *• To 
submit too readily to their servants," to bring 
about such an arrangement. For these people 
who are to be licensed to obtain a livlihood are 
an integral part of the State, and, therefore, the 
Congress, or State Legislatures, are their ser- 
vants. If, then, these public 8<'rvants of the 
public carriers deem a license necessary, the 
latter would be submissive indeed to yield very 
graciously. Perhaps Mr. Clark does not see the 
point in that light, but certainly he will pardon 
the suggestion that such a proposition contains 
all the elements of absurdity. 

The Lesson of the Pennsylvania Election, by 
Henry Charles Lea. —The term " boss** is here 
defined as *' a product* of natural selection, — 
a man who by nature and training rises above 
his fellows in all the baser arts of muiage- 
ment, who unites shrewdness and audacity 
with executive ability, and whose profound- 
est conviction is . . . that the Decalogue 
and the Oolden Rule have no place in poli- 
tics." The writer gives a brief history of 
*'bossism" in Pennsylvania through the reign 
of the Camerons and Quay down to time of 
making nominations for the recent elections. 
He considers the result not so much a political 
revolution as a revolt against the boss's tyranny. 
** It is perfectly safe to say that in a national 
issue, with an unexceptionable candidate and a 
fair canvass, Pennsylvania would to-morrow give 
her customary Republican majority." Making 
all due allowance for the local antagonisms, 
coming from disappointed victims of the spoils 
system, he thinks that the result of the election 
shows that the ** popular instinct is in favor of 
honesty in politics," and that '* there is enough 
unselfishness and common-sense in the party 
(Republican) to profit by the warning." 

Boulangism and the Republic by AdoXphe Cohn 
is an interesting sketch of the Boulanger ad- 
venture and its effect upon the French Republic. 
It has united the Republican party, and made its 
leaders realize the necessity of carrying out a 
policy. It has also strengthened the president 
and the cabinet, and eren caused the monarchi- 
cal parties no longer to believe in monarchy. j 
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AMERICANA. 
The ignoraDce of great men concerning things 
wliich they are supposed to know all about is 
soznetlmes appalling. A few days ago a promi- 
nent Senator, who has well-known Presidential 
aspirations, made a speech in favor of the Force 
Bill. It was not a very deep speech, but sufficed 
to put the Senator '' in line" withrthe majority. 
Tlie same evening, in conversation with a num- 
ber, of friends, the Senator said : ** One of the 
strong points of this bill, in ray estirantton, is 
tbat it does not in any way mix tlie federal judi- 
ciary up with politics. The judges of the United 
States courts are not called upon to get down 
from their high dignity and take part in political 
contests. I could not favor a bill which even in 
the smallest way attempted to place political 
power in the hands of tlie judi(iiary," '• But 
does not this proposed law require United States 
judgres to issue certificates of election to Con- 
gressmen, after hearing cases of appeal from the 
f>oards of canvassers?" asked one of the Sena- 
tor's friends. **0h, no," replied the Senator, 
•* the judges have nothlnjj at all to do with it." 
A. copy of the bill was procured, however, and 
tbere, in plain type, the statesman read that 
judges were required to decide on appeal and 
issue certificates of election to Representatives in 
accordance v%ith their findings, these certificates 
to be binding upon the clerk of the House of 
Kepresentativi'S. '* Guess I don't know as much 
about this bill as I thought I did," remarked the 
Senator, with admirable frankness, 'and I am 
afraid to study it much for fear that I shall have 
to take bacit what I said in my speech and vote 
against it. 

Wcishington Coi^respondent^ Chicago J JerahL 

** Vou have been fighting, my son," said the 
alderman from the *Steenth ward, severely. 

* ' Yes, sir," replied the boy. *' Tlief dirty little 
scoundrel on the other side of the street told me 
you *d sell your vote In the council any time for 
& bundred dollars, and 1 chugged him one on the 

jaw-'' 

*. Tbat Tvas right, my son." said the alderman, 
•* one bundred dollars" — and he spoke witli 
mucb eTnpbasis and decision — 'would be no 
temptation." — Chicago Timen. 

Tbe- easy money market we are now having 
sbo'vrs botv much Congress can help things by 
letting tbem severely alone. — Boston Herald. 

y^c extend our heartfelt sympathies to those 

Stateis' about to be afflicted with legislative ses- 

ir»n0. Mary^*^^ ^® ^^^ *" ^^^ swim this year, 

- ^j^jiseqnently, saves both time and money. 

The Baltimore American. 



The Mormon problem is likely to be aood 
enough to settle itself so far as tlds country is 
concerned. John W. Young has bought three 
million acres of land in the northern part of old 
Mexico, and it is reported that the Mexican gov- 
ernment wUl give fifty dollars to every single 
man and two hundred dollars to every family 
that shall settle on It. The scheme la not a new 
one, and its adoption is only a question of time. 
It will save a great deal of expense and unpleas- 
antness to us — though perhaps it is likewise 
only a question of timts when old Mexico will be 
a part of the United States, and then the ancient 
trouble will be renewed. But sufficient unto the 
day, etc. As the girl remarked, at protracted 
meeting, of her new bonnet: "I found it was 
dragging me down to hell, and so I gave it to 
my sister." — J?«%e. 

*'So you are lecturing on * How to Abolish 
Poverty'?" 'Yes; it was the only practical 
solution for the problem th^t I could find." — 
Washington Post. . 

"You don't bring me any buttons now," said 
the minister's wife. . *' Do you never flod any In 
the collection basket? " 

" No, my dear: since the new tarift' went into 
operation, contributors find it cheaper to put in 
a nickel. " — Epoch. 

GuKST. — I stopped at this hotel a year ago, and 
you asked me four dollars a day, now you want 
five; 1 don't see that you have made any 
Improvements. 

Clkkk. — No sir; but if you will look over the 
register you will see that a short time ago Major'' 
McKinley stoppi d here over night. — Judge. 

Mu. Harrison. — What 's this ** Reciprocity " 
idea of yours, Jim? I don't exactly catch on 

to it. * 

Politician ^angrily). — These newspapers tell 
abominable lies about me. 

Fkiknd. — And yet they might do worse. 

Politician. — Do worse! What do you mean? 

FniEND. — They might tell the truth. —Kate 
IHehVs Washington. 

The best thing about the Federal Elections Bill 
is that the country won't be called on to pay it. 
Philadelphia Times. 
" When rogues fall out. 

Just men come by their due," 
Thus turned about 

May suit a modern view : — 
" When legislative cranks fall out 
And ' Silver' fights with * Force,' 
1 he People " (neither awed uor robbed) 
"Are belter otf." of course. 
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LEGISLATIVE. 

Congrresfi^.^ Little business was done In Con- 
gress during the week ending Jan. 17. A bill 
for the free coinage of silver was passed by the 
Senate by a majority of twelve. Mr. Hoar suc- 
ceeded in putting the ** Force Bill** again before 
the Senate, and carried a motion for a continuous 
session till the passage of the bill. He made an 
attempt to close debate on amendments, In which 
he failed. 

The House passed the Army Appropriation Bill 
with an amendment providing that land-grant 
railroads shall receive for army transportation 
but half the price paid by private parties for 
similar services, and appointed a committer to 
investigate the *' sliver pool.*' 

Among the bills and resolutions introduced 
are : a bill, in the Senate, to provide for a tem- 
porary government In Alaska r defining the 
boundaries, providing for the election of a 
legislative couucll and Hous *, and for the 
creation of courts, etc.) ; another *• Federal Elec- 
tions'* Bill, by Senator Quay, which differs from 
the Hoar Bill In that It provides for the suspen- 
sion by the President of the writ of habeas 
corpus In places where '* peaceable enforcement 
of the law ** Is found to be impossible ; a bill, in 
the House, for the condemnation of the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads, aud their 
lease by the Gk>vernment; a bill setting apart 
the sum of $250,000 as a fund for aiding the 
education of the blind in the United States ; a 
bin to throw open the Cherokee strip, paying the 



Indians $1.25 an acre; a bill to prevent the 
establishment of letter-boxes for the receipt of 
mall matter in premises not occupied by post- 
offices ; a bill to repeal the amendment of the 
section of the Revised Statutes dealing with 
appeals to the United States Supreme Court 
(under which ati endment appeals may be 
brought on a writ of habeas corpus as often 
as new grounds of application are found) ; a 
resolution directing the House Committee on the 
Judiciary to investigate the political condition 
of New Hampshire, ** with a view of determin- 
ing whether or not a Republican form of gov- 
ernment exists there**; and a resolution con- 
demning the conduct of Great Britain in refer- 
ring the Behring Sea dispute to the United 
States Supreme Court. 



The Indiana Representatives in Congress 
have been instructed by the Legislature to vote 
for the creation of a Cabinet oflScer on labor. 



Kansas, —The Legislature has passed a 
resolution directing the proper officials to send a 
supply of coal to the destitute people of north- 
western Kansas. 



North Carolina,— The Legislature has 
adopted a resolution Instructing Senators and 
Representatives of the State In Congress to se- 
cure the passage of a bill embodying the alliance 
sub-treasury plan and abolishing national banks. 



New York. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill imposing a fine of $10,000 on any one 
who puts a current of electricity on power or 
light wires more than 600 volts strong; one mak- 
ing the fine for selling pools (except at the race 
tracks) from $500 to $1,000; one extending the 
provisions of the Factory Inspection Act to 
women and children employed In mercantile 
houses, giving the shop and *'cash'* girls the 
care that Is extended to factory girls; one to 
make street-car fares in Albany five cents, instead 
of six; one prohibiting the importation of armed 
bodies of police or detectives, and the appoint- 
ment of persons not citizens of the United States 
to assist a sh?riir or peace officer ; and one ex- 
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emptlng from jury duty bank cashiers, tellers, 
and their assistants, and presidents and vice- 
presidents engaged at the bank. 



Missouri. — Among the bills Introduced are : 
a bill requiring electric, telegraph, and telephone 
wires to be placed underground in cities of the 
first class by May 1 , 1893 ; one to prohibit the sell- 
ing of pools at any place except race tracks ; one 
for establishment of penny savings-banks ; one 
prohibiting corporations from compelling em- 
ployees to contribute to the support of a com- 
pany physician ; one making »' Labor Day " a legal 
holiday ; one reducing passenger rates to two and 
one half cents per mile on trunk lines and three 
cents on branch lines; one requiring railroad 
trains to stop at county seats ; one requiring pub- 
lic mills to pay tax under merchant's license law ; 
one providing for a uniform system of school 
text-books ; one fixing the legal rate of Interest 
at six per cent, and providing that when usury 
is charged the principal shall be forfeited to the 
school fund ; one to regulate the sale of liquor 
in original packages ; one prohibiting the sale of 
tobacco In any form to minors ; one requiring 
merchants' weights and measures to be verified 
and scaled; one fixing sleeping-car rates at not 
exceeding two dollars for twenty-four hours; 
one prohibiting school oflScers from acting as 
agents for book or furniture firms ; one requir- 
ing mine operators to give employees noon hour 
above the ground ; one making it optional with 
juries In murder cases whether sentence of death 
or life Imprisonment Is returned; one conferring 
the same property rights on women that men en- 
joy ; one requiring the payment of workmen In 
lawful money ; one for Inspecting and licensing 
steam-boilers ; one to prevent employers requir- 
ing workmen to contract not to join labor unions ; 
one to protect railroad employees by requiring 
frogs and switches to be blocked ; one to require 
employers to furnish seats to female employees 
In manufacturing and mercantile establishments ; 
one to make " black listing " illegal ; one to pro- 
vide for safety couplings for freight cars ; one 
to restrain domestic geese ; one to exempt farm- 
ers' Insurance companies from the provisions of 
the general insurance law; and one to abolish 
stoves In pavssenger cars. A resolution was In- 
troduced amending the bill of rights, by author- 
izing four.flfths of a jury to return a verdict in 
all cases except treason and murder In the first 
degree. 



Illinois. — Among the bills Introduced are: 
a bill providing for the Australian ballot system ; 
one to create a commission to furnish a uniform 



system of school-books; on6 for the incorpora- 
tion and management of pawners' societies or 
banks, and to regulate the rate of compensation 
for advances, storage, etc., on pawns; one to 
prevent trusts ; one to reduce interest to six per 
cent ; one preventing railroad corporations from 
compelling their employees to join insurance 
societies ; one repealing the law which provides 
that an employee injured through the careless- 
ness of another employee cannot recover dam- 
ages from the corporation ; one levying a tax of 
two per cent on the gross Income of all express 
companies doing business In the State; one to 
protect labor unions In their labels and trade- 
marks; one to compel mine operators to pay 
their workmen In money; one modifying the 
educational code so as to make It Include the 
singing of patriotic songs and Instruction In 
patriotic literature; one providing for weekly 
payments by all corporations; one giving the 
railroad and warehouse commission the right to 
fix charges for switching cars to and from pri- 
vate warehouses ; one providing a bounty of one 
cent a pound for all sugar manufactured in the 
State from sorghum, beets, or maple; one 
amending the compulsory education law, so that 
reading, writing, and history shall be taught in 
English exclusively, and that the direction of 
these studies shall be vested in the county superin- 
tendents. Instead of the Board of education; and 
one dividing railroads In three classes (class A to 
consist of roads whose gross earnings are $7,000 
per mile or more ; class B, roatis earning from 
$♦,000 to $7,000; and class C, roads earning less 
than $4,000) ; and providing that the A roads 
shall not charge more than two cents per mile 
for carrying passengers, the B roads two and one 
half cents, and the C roads three cents. 



ludiaua* — Among the bills Introduced are : 
a bill to abolish the grand jury system ; one pro- 
viding fer free school-books; one making em- 
ployers responsible for negligence of their 
employees ; one providing for the c )llectlon of 
laborers' wages without exemption on execu- 
tion; one prohibiting millers from charging 
more than one-fifth part for grinding or bolting 
wheat, corn, rye, oats, and barley, and more 
than one-eighth part for crushing com, oats, 
and other cheap food ^ one creating a Board of 
Arbitration; one prohibiting the use of more 
than eighty cubic feet of natural gas per hour; 
one declaring all trusts and pools unlawful ; one 
requiring the attendance upon public or private 
schools of children between the ages of seven 
and fourteen years (the Board of Trustees to 
furnish clothing If the parents are unable to 
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do so) ; one preventiDg dealing in margins or 
options in grain, live-stock, produce, and stocks ; 
one providing for panishment of frauds in sales 
of wearing apparel by itinerant venders, and 
regulating such sales; one to compel owners 
of dams to construct fish ladders; one provid- 
ing a bounty of one cent for the killing of 
English sparrows; one regulating the heating 
of railway cars ; one providing for verdicts by 
four fifths of the jury in civil cases; one re- 
quiring railroads to stop passenger trains at 
county seats; and one requiring railroad com- 
panies to erect suitable depots at all railroad 
stations. 



Nebraska. — Among .the bills introduced 
are: a bill providing for State publication of 
school books, to be furnished to pupils at cost ; 
one preventing Pinkerton detectives from exer- 
cising police powers ; one making all contracts 
for usury void, and usury an indictable ofilence ; 
one prohibiting anonymous election posters 
damaging to candidates; one repealing the 
bounty on sugar ; one securing leave of absence 
to employees on Election days ; one conferring 
on women the right to vote at municipal elec- 
tions ; one requiring all cars to be provided with 
automatic couplers ; one regulating stock-yards; 
and one compelling railroads to establish under- 
§^round crossings where the grade is more than 
Ave feet In height. 



Minnesota. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill fixing the maximum rate of interest 
at eight per cent ; one exei^pting manufacturing 
e8tal)lishments from taxation; one prohibiting 
non-residents of the State from doing police 
duty; one providing for uniform examinations 
for admission to the bar; and one providing that 
divorced persons cannot marry again until one 
year after the divorce has elapsed. 



California. — Among the bills Introduced In 
the Calif onla Legislature are : a bill making It 
unlawful to ofibr less than two dollars per day 
to unskilled laborers, hired to work for the 
municipalities or the State; one making eight 
hours a day's labor : one creating a Board of 
Arbitration ; one declaring secret alliances void 
and consent not to be marriage unless followed 
by solemnization; and one making It unlawful 
for any person to advertise *• the practice of 
obtaining divorces a speciality." 



The National Medico-Legal Society has decided 
to memorialize Congress to create the ofllce of a 
national chemist, and to establish a thoroughly 



equipped laboratory, which should be at the dis- 
posal of the Government or of the State author- 
ities under suitable regulations. It was also 
declared that each State should have a State 
chemist and a laboratory. 



Some time ago the New York courts annulled 
the charter of the North River Refining Com- 
pany or Sugar Trust as an organization In 
restraint of legitimate competition. In the 
opinion of the New York Supreme Court, it was 
declared that the "agreement, having for Its 
objects the removal of competition and the 
advancement of prices of necessaries of life, Is 
subject to the condemnation of the law. by 
which It is denounced as a criminal enterprise." 
But the sugar trust has reorganized under a new 
charter obtained in New Jersey, and Is licensed 
to do business in New York. Last year. In 
anticipation of this very action on the part of 
the trust, a bill was Introduced In the New York 
Legislature prohibiting foreign corporations 
from carrying on in the State any business 
denied to domestic corporations. But nobody 
took any interest in the bill, and It never was 
considered. It is thought that the Albany 
Legislature will now see the necessity of stop- 
ping by law the operations of corporations which 
the courts of the State hold to be criminal. 



The New York State Board of Arbitration, in 
a special report to the Legislature, makes sug- 
gestions for legislation to prevent railway 
strikes. The Board thinks that entrance Into 
railway service should be by enlistment for a 
definite period, upon examination as to mental 
and physical qualifications ; resignation or dis- 
missal to be permitted for cause, to be stated In 
writing, and filed with some designated authority. 
Any combination of persons to embarrass the 
operation of a railroad to be made a misde- 
meanor. 



The Grovernment has introduced In the Indian 
Legislative Council a bill raising the age of con- 
sent from ten to twelve years. Ten thousand 
Indian women have signed a petition to the 
Queen of England asking to have the legal 
marriage age for girls raised from ten to four- 
teen years. 



The Russian press is demanding legislation to 
control the price of drugs. It has been shown 
that druggists charge a dollar for mixtures 
worth no more than two cents. 
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JUDICIAL. 

The New York Fire Department brought an 
action against a theatre manager, the complaint 
being that he allowed persons to stand In th^ 
aisles of the theatre during performances. 
Judge Jerolman, in Imposing a fine of $50 upon 
the defendant, said : — 

'* The statute is very plain and the penalty severe, 
and still the overcrowding of public places, and par- 
ticularly of theatres, is the rule, and not the excep- 
tion. Go into the theatres on the occasion of an 
attractive play, and people occupying rear seats are 
annoyed by a crowd of men leaning on the backs of 
seats, and to speak to an usher or officer in or about 
the theatre in regard to it is to be stared at and 
looked upon as a modem crank. Upon the trial of 
this case the court was greatly amused at the dis- 
claimer of authority on the part of any person to pre- 
vent this most flagrant and wilful violation of a 
most salutary law ; no one seemed to be in authority, 
and all disclaimed authority over the matter — the 
theatre rather ran itself. 

"This law is nightly violated at nearly all the 
theatres in the city, and, like many more of our laws 
in this city where penalties are prescribed, is 
observed more in the breach than in the enforce- 
ment of the same. Men on the sidewalk peddle 
tickets, aggressively and impudently plant them- 
selves in front of passers-by, obstruct the sidewalk 
and entrances, and lessors, lessees, managers, and 
uniformed officers of the law stand by, all disclaim- 
ing authority to prevent this plain violation of law, 
which, if they would, they could prevent. 



The New York Court of Appeals held that in 
an action against a gas company for maintain- 
ing a nuisance by creating noxious odors, the 
existence of the nuisance established the cause 
of action, and it was not necessary to prove negli- 
gence on the part of the company in selection of 
ranchinery, or in methods of manufacture. 
Smells and odors that pollute the air so as to 
render adjacent property unfit for enjoyment 
constitute a nuisance, and it is not necessary to 
a right of action that the adjacent owner be 
actually driven from his dwelling. The Court 
held that a gas company is not exempted from 
liability, because it is incorporated under the 
laws of the State. Such a company cannot 
locate its u'orks where it will, and it rests under 
the same obligation as any other citizen to use 
its manufactory property so as not to create a 
nuisance. 



in attempting to exclude colored children from 
the public schools and compel them to attend a 
separate school was Illegal. 



The Kansas Supreme Court has decided that 
the Legislature not having granted to the cities 
of the second class power to establish separate 
schools for white and colored children, the 
^tlon of the Jndepeudence Board of Education 



The Massachusetts Supreme Court has decided 
that the Peabody town corporation has no right 
to establish and operate an electric-light plant 
for the use of the town. The Court says : — 

" We assume that the Legislature by statute can 
confer upon towns authority to construct and main- 
tain works for the manufacture und distribution of 
electricity to be used by the towns and their inhabi- 
tants for illuminating purposes. The question now 
presented is whether the existing statutes confer 
any such authority, either for the purpose of lighting 
the streets of towns od for this and the additional 
purpose of furnishing light to their inhabitants at 
reasonable rates. Such authority is not within any 
of the customary powers which towns from very 
early times have exercised, and must be derived, if 
it exists, from the statutes relating to towns." 



A citizen of Brooklyn, N. Y , has obtained an 
order from the courts restraining Mayor Chapln 
from carrying out a bargain which be has made 
with the Long Island Water Supply Company In 
behalf of the city of Brooklyn for the purchase 
of the company's works. The judge finds that 
the stock of the company, which sold at seventy 
a year ago, and which the president of the com- 
pany swore before the tax assessors was not 
worth $25, was bought by Mayor Chapln for the 
city at 9300 a share, besides assuming two mort- 
gages amounting to $500,000. The mayor 
claimed that the purchase was a benefit to the 
city, but the judge fdlind a prima fade case of a 
proposed expenditure which would be wasteftil 
In the extreme. The case will shortly be tried 
upon Its merits. 



In a recent liquor case, the Maryland Court of 
Appeals held that no citizen can complain be- 
cause a police regulation denies him the privi- 
lege of selling liquor, even If the privilege is 
granted to others. The Court said : — 

" It has been maintained that the appellant has 
rights under existing treaties which have been in- 
fringed by the denial of licenses to aliens. Our 
opinion on this question has been sufficiently indi- 
cated, but few more words maybe added. If we 
assume, for tlie sake of the argument, that the 
appellant has, under treaties, every right which 
a citizen could have, the answer is that no citi- 
zen of the United States can complain because a 
police regulation denies him the privilege of selling 
liquor, even if the privilege is granted to other citi- 
zens. We are unable to conceive that any one, 
citizen or alien, can acquire rights which could in 
any way control, impair, impede, limit, or diminish 
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the police power of a State. Such power is original, 
inherent, and exclusive ; it has never been surren- 
dered to the genera] €h)vemment, and never can be 
surrendered without imperiling the existence of 
civil society." 



A Nebraska Judge sentenced a tramp convicted 
of stealing an overcoat to one year in the peni- 
tentiary, and to pay the costs of the prosecu- 
tion. The same Judge sentenced a man con- 
victed of assault, with intent to commit rape, on 
a school teacher, to three months in Jail and a 
fine of #100. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

I he San Francisco Council of Federated 
Trades and the Retail Grocers* Protective Asso- 
ciation are about to form an alliance. The 
workmen pledge themselves to patronize the 
union grocers, while the grocers are pledged to 
deal in goods made by white union labor, and to 
support the workmen against all unjust demands 
of their employers. 



The Operative Plasterers* Union has estab- 
lished the eight-hour day. in eleven big cities, 
and the nine-hour day in twenty-three towns and 
cities. Wages are $5 per day in three cities, 
#4 per day in six, #3 50 per day in 14, and flrom 
$?.50 to #3.00 in the balance of the locations 
under the Union's Jurisdiction. 



The enormous number of evictions of tenants 
made annually and the high rents that working 
people pay in New York City have attracted the 
attention of the members of the Anti-Poverty 
Society, and many of them who are wage- 
workers intend soon to start an association to 
raise a fund to build cottages or communal tene- 
ments. More people. It is said, are evicted in a 
week or two in New York City than are evicted 
in an entire year In all Ireland, and it is declared 
tliat it is time to do something toward reform- 
ing the tenant system here. 



General Master-Workman Powderly, of the 
Knights of Labor, has issued a clrculsr letter. 
**to the industrial organizations of the United 
States,** asking their co-operation in a national 
industrial reform conference, to be held In 
Washington. The conference is to formulate a 
political platform, *• such as Industrialists could 
favor at the polls.'* 



Brooklyn newsdealers demand that boys under 
fourteen be prohibited from selling papers after 
7 p. M. 



The Austrian Government has given the 
unemployed Vienna mother-of-pearl workers 
#4,000 to form a co-operative company. 



Five thousand German weavers, making #1.25 
a week, have appealed to the Emperor for aid. 



The labor organizations of Switzerland asked 
the government to increase the annual appropri- 
ation for the Labor Bureau at Berne to #4,000. 
The Bundesrath opposed the increase, but it 
was granted by the Nationalrath. 



A scheme is on foot for establishing a wortd*s 
labor exhibition in London this yoar, the main 
feature of which will be co-operative worl^shops 
organized by the various trades-unions, each 
worksliop constituting a separate society. The 
eight-hour day will be followed during the 
period of construction, and in the exhibition 
itself contracts for work will be given direct 
to trades-unions, and only union labor will be 
employed. Half the net profits of the enterprise 
wUl be devoted to building a labor exchange in 
London. 



The first triennial meeting of the National 
Council of the Women of the United States 
will be held at Washington, from Feb. 16 to 18 
inclusive. This Convention will probably be the 
largest representative body of women ever 
assembled. Eleven of the most Important na- 
tional organizations have already entered the 
Council. This organization has no special 
theories for reform, but Its basic principle is 
unity for the general good of women, and, 
through them, of all humanity. 



The Woman's National Industrial League has 
published a protest against ignoring *'the in- 
dustrial women of the United States on the lady 
Board of Managers of the World*s Fair at 
Chicago.** There are said to be 8,000,000 self- 
supporting, wage-working women in the coun- 
try, and the complaint is that women identified 
with industrial movements and interests have 
been ignored, and only a few ladles appointed, 
in consequence of their political influence in the 
two leading parties. 



The question has again been presented to the 
Treasury Department as to whether the prac- 
tice 6f employing aliens from Canada at Nor- 
folk, Va., In handling cotton for export is not 
in violation of the alien contract-labor law. The 
agent reports that, while these men uudoubteilly 
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go to Norfolk with an understanding tliat work 
will be given tliem, it is almost impossible to 
obtain proof to that effect. It is said at the 
Treasury Department that the law does not apply 
to foreigners who come to this country volun- 
tarily in search of work, but only to such as are 
sent for, or who come under a contract express 
or implied. The great difficulty in the present 
instance is to prove the existence of any sort of 
a contract or agreement. There are at present 
over twenty foreigners engaged at Norfolk in 
handling cotton fur English houses, who are 
said to be so employed in violation of law. 



IN GENERAL. 

In Norwegian towns the municipal council 
either alone or in association with the magis- 
tracy, is the licensing authority, and determines 
the number of liquor licenses, and the time to 
which they should extend. No single person 
can hold more than one license, and societies 
which bind themselves to apply the profits of 
their trading in aid of objecis of public benefit 
may hold one or several or all the licenses issued 
in a given locality. 



A Baltimore grand jury has declared the pres- 
ent law against the sale of liquors on Sunday a 
total failure. The jury suggests that the law be 
amended so as to require an unobstructed view 
from the street to bar-rooms; that one entrance 
only be allowed to a bar-room, and that direct 
from the street ; that the police be allowed free 
access for the purpose of obtaining evidence to 
any place where they suspect the law is being 
violated ; and that the tasting of liquor be held 
unnecessary for conviction, but rattling of 
glasses and tapping of beer kegs be taken as 
proof of violation. As in many cases the prin- 
cipal witness cannot be brought to testify, the 
jury suggests that, where a witness cannot give 
bail, he be kept in a House of Detention pending 
the trial. 

A revolution is in progress in Chili. The 
officers of the army and navy are said to be 
dlSMatisfled with the laws which debar them from 
active participation in political affairs. On the 
other hand, the president of Chili is accused of 
dictatorial methods. 



Spain is trying to suppress an insurrection in 
the Caroline Islands, which are under her pro- 
tection. The natives complain that they are 
oppressed by the Spanish rulers, that they are 
subjected to heavy taxation, and that they are 



constantly outraged by the Spanish troops sent 
for their protection. Sev> ral bloody engage- 
ments between the troops and the natives have 
taken place. 



The Austrian police have dissolved the Vienna 
Democratic Association, because one of its 
objects was universal sufflrage. 



The Comte de Paris has issued instructions to 
the Royalist committees directing them to study 
social questions and to hold up Monarchy as the 
support of the laboring classes. 



The Odessa District Assembly has petitioned 
the Russian Ministry of imperial property to 
provide twenty thousand mulberry-trees annually 
for gratuitous distribution among the peasants. 
The peasants promise to import silkworms at 
their own expense, and promote the cultivation 
of silk as soon as the growth of the trees be- 
comes common in the district. 



A Russian newspaper conunents as follows 
upon the suggestion and desire of the Grerman 
Government to become the sole manufacturer of 
Koch's lymph : — 

** Tlie Court of Berlin will tlius have in its hands 
the life and death of thoasands of people suffering 
from the deadly malady in all parts of the world. 
By what considerations will it be guided in distrib- 
uting the medicine to other oountries? By the 
demand there is for it, or by the condition of politi- 
cal relations between itself and the country whence 
the application comes? In Russia, for instance, the 
number of chest diseases is incomparably greater 
than in Italy. Will this circumstance induce the 
Germans to give ua a larger quantity of Dr. Koch's 
lymph than their allies, the Italians? And, in case 
of war, will not the supply to countries at war with 
Germany be completely stopped ? And what is to 
prevent it being employed as a means of pressure 
on neighboring States in times of peace? The ap- 
plication for any concession, be it political, financial, 
or commercial, may be accompanied by the threat 
that, in case of refusal, no more lymph, or only a 
small quantity of it, will be accorded. One question 
more : Will the German Government contribute to 
the cure of those distinguished foreigners who arc 
considered as enemies of the Fatherland? If Gam- 
betta or Skobeleff were still alive, and had consump- 
tion, would Dr. Koch's remedy be sent to them from 
Berlin, and if so, would it be provided to them in 
sufficient quantity to be efficacious? " 



Application for leave to tile a writ of prohibi- 
tion preventing the judge of the United States 
Court for Alaska from executing the decree for 
forfeiture of the British sealer "Saywood," seized 
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by the revenue cutter " Rush," In 1887, has been 
made to the \ United States Supreme Court. The 
object is to have the Court decide the question 
of jurisdiction over Alaskan waters. 



A call has been Issued for a convention of 
railroad commissioners to be held at the office of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in Wash- 
ington, D. C, March 3 next. The American 
At»sociation of Accounting Officers is also asked 
to send delegates. 

The subjects enumerated on the call for con- 
sideration at the convention are : — 

Railroad legislation; how harmony therein 
may be obtained. 

Uniformity in railroad accounting ; what fur- 
ther is important to that end. 

Territorial assignment of statistics of opera- 
tion ; whether this is not practicable, and what 
principles should control in grouping railroad 
statistics. 

Apportionment of expenses of freight and pas- 
senger traffic ; what reasons there are for making 
such apportionment, and what rule should be 
adopted. 

Safety appliances on railroad cars ; what legis- 
lation, if any, should be had by Congress. 

Reasonable rates ; what they are and the ele- 
ments to be considered in the determination 
thereof. 



The new Western Traffic Association has com- 
pleted its organization and the general plan of 
its operations by the adoption of by-laws, the 
election of officers, of a Finance Committee, and 
of a Board of Commissioners, and by the divis- 
ion of the territory which it covers into five 
districts, corresponding to those already exist- 
ing under the several associations heretofore 
formed. The working agency of the association 
is the Board of Commissioners, consisting of a 
chairman and five conmiissioners, each of whom 
is to have immediate charge of one of the dis- 
tricts. The chief function of these commis- 
sioners is to ** adopt such measures as shall tend 
to secure uniform, stable, and reasonable rates, 
prevent unjust discrimination, and enable each 
line to carry its fair share of the competitive 
traffic.** There are to be ** rate committees" in 
each district, made up of the principal traffic 
officers of the several companies, and these will 
establish the rates or make changes in them, 
subject to the approval of the commissioners, 
but when there are disputes or difl'erences of 
opinion or complaints, it will be the business of 
the commissioners to adjust these and settle 
rates and division of traffic. 



Twenty- nine railroads, representing 2,826 miles 
of roads, were foreclosed and turned over to 
creditors during the past year. The per cent 
of failures is, however, less among railroad com- 
panies than in any other leading business. 



When the network of State railways was cre- 
ated in France, it was intended to serve as an 
example of economical management and efficient 
working for the great companies. Whether 
these expectations have been realized may be 
judged from the results obtained in 1889. By 
purchases of lines originally, and subsequent 
extensions, the State network now forms a total 
of about sixteen hundred and fifty miles. Their 
cost was about eight hundred millions, and the 
receipts last year exceeded the working expenses 
by 8,268,«97f. The net revenue on capital was 
consequently a little over one per cent, and as 
the purchase money was raised by the treasury 
at four per cent, including the sinking fund, the 
actual loss on the year was nearly 24,000,000f • 
The proportion of working expenses to receipts 
was seventy-six and one half per cent, while 
those of the great companies ranged from forty- 
four to flfty-flve per cent. It must be admitted 
that all the great trunk lines belong to the com- 
panies ; but they have also a number of second- 
ary lines, worked at eighty or ninety per cent, 
or at a loss, the construction of which was im- 
posed on them. The companies, however, pay a 
large sum to the State in the form of stamps on 
their shares and debentures, taxes or transfers, 
and dividends, etc., while the State lines yield 
nothing. The experiment can scarcely be con- 
sidered a success. — London Bailway News. 



The " Bureau of the American Republics " at 
Washington publishes the news that *' since the 
passage of the McKinley Bill " a company organized 
in New Jeraey, witli a capital of $4,000,000, the 
greater part of which was obtAined in this city, has 
undertaken tlie erection of large smelting works at 
San Ivouis Potosi, in Mexico. Despatches from San 
Antonio, Texas, speak of the approaching •' open- 
ing of four extensive smelting establishments at 
Monterey," and say that •' the owners of the low- 
grade fluxing ore mines will be the ones chiefly 
benefited " by this development of the smelting 
industry. At the same time it is announced in de- 
spatches from a newly-opened mining region in 
Idaho that the mines there will suffer because " the 
smelters of Denver and Omaha have advanced the 
price " of reducing ores. It is the new and prohibi- 
tory McKinley duty on the fluxing ores of Mexico 
that has caused tlio investment of capital from tliis 
country in new smelting works on the other side of 
the Mexican boundary and the rapid development 
there of a branch of industry that was formerly 
supported in the United States by the importation 
of these fluxing ores. -- New York Times. 
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TO-DAY, JAN. 22, 1891. 

A record of the facts arid considerations whick 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States^ and that, thertfore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them, 

J. MoBEisoH-FuLLSR, Waltbb 0. Bo8B, Bdlion. 



The Boston Ueraldj in an- 
Atrooioiu nouncing the appropriation of 
ChAHty. $100,000 to investigate the merits 
of Dr. Koch's remedy, proclaimed by head- 
lines that this appropriation showed the 
necessity for a national board of health, the 
reason assigned being that there exists at 
present no proper machinery for expending 
this sum. The same page of the same paper 
contained an account of the tirst case, men- 
tioned in the following extract from the Bos- 
ton Post : — 

The cruelty practised by selectmen, overseers of 
the poor, and other like functionaries is sufficiently 
frequent and sufficiently great to constitute a blot 
on our civilization. The other day, in Ckinneticut, 
an old woman was sent from one almshouse to an- 
other, a distance of thirty miles, in an open wagon, 
the thermometer being at zero, and a strong wind 
blowing. She arrived with a broken hip, and with 
both feet frozen. 

In New Jersey a whole family have had a some- 
what similar experience. They have been bandied 
about by the authorities of Summit, and those of 
Jersey City, the poormaster of each town having 
endeavored to fasten them on the other. After 
several enforced journeys of this kind, the father 
of the family being a cripple, the poormaster of 
Summit bundled them all into a wagon on a very 
cold day and carried them back to Jersey City, leav- 
ing them in front of a hovel there without food or 
fire. 

Could the annals of British beadledom furnish 
grosser cases than these? — Boston Post. 

Comment would be entirely out of place: 
the cases speak for themselves. But it is 
doubtful whether they will arouse in one 
mind in a thousand any question as to the ex- 
cellence of that system of enforced public 
charity which rendero such cases possible and 
even necessary. The amount of misery 
which has been inflicted upon the destitute 
and helpless by the brutality of those having 
them in charge is incalculable ; and yet we go 
on congratulating ourselves as a Christian 
nation upon our public feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, and ministering to the 
sick. No thought is given to considering 
whether relief would not better come from 
friends or neighbors, whose attentions would 



be prompted by sympathy and kindliness, 
rather than from town officers, who are cer- 
tainly not selected for the kindness of heart 
they are likely to display in dealing with the 
unfortunate. 



According to the Boston Iler- 
Tery Com- ^j^ ^y^^ u piajn common-seuse 

' conviction" which dominates the 
mind of Gen. Morgan, the present head of 
the Indian Department at Washington, is 
that ^< barbarism is a habit, civilization is a 
habit.'* He accordingly wishes to make the 
Indians over into American citizens, imbued 
with the national feeling, ty putting the chil- 
dren to school, by making the men work in- 
stead of hunt, and by breaking up the tribal 
system. This is a fine illustration of that 
nuich-praised common-sense which, as Mr. 
Belfort Bax says, when highly developed (as 
it seems to be in this case), is so very hard to 
distinguish from its opposite. Such ignorance 
if met with in a private citizen would not be 
at all surprising ; even in a writer of news- 
paper editorials it would hardly be regarded 
as a seven-days wonder. Still less ought it 
to excite astonishment in a man chosen by 
Government expressly to deal with this ques- 
tion, especially if the gentleman is really en- 
titled to write "General" before his name. 
But somehow, notwithstanding the long series 
of perpetual disappointments, people do ex- 
pect heads of Government departments to 
possess some information upon the subjects 
with which they are to deal. The laws of 
heredity are not quite so commonly known as 
the law of gravitation, but that children re- 
semble their parents is a fact which the ob- 
servation of almost every man renders him 
aware of, and the persistance of ancestral 
traits is frequently remarked. Instances of 
a reversion to the savage instincts and habits 
of their remote savage ancestors on the part 
of civilized children captured by Indians, 
or otherwise subjected to an environment 
calculated to recall such traits, are not uncom- 
mon ; but to conclued from such evidence 
that savages can be made into American 
citizens simply by changing their environ- 
ment for one generation, while it may be 
legitimate from the standpoint of common- 
sense as understood by newspaper writers 
and generals, seems hardly likely to satisfy 
the more exacting requirements of truth. 
Gen. Morgan is precisely in the position 
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i i a horseman who should exercise his com- 
mou-sense, and conclude, that, since racing is 
a habit, and drawing heavy loads is a habit, 
« cart-i se could be made into a racer by 
taking him when a colt and subjecting him 
to a careful training upon a trotting course. 



immiffnitiom "^^^ number of immigrants 
Mid Wealth, landed upon our shores during the 
last ten years reached 5,246,613. This is more 
than twice as large as the number for any 
previous decade. That over eight per cent 
of our population has come to this country 
from foreign countries within ten years is a 
fact well worth considering. So great an 
influx of people, alien by race, and with feel- 
ings adapted to institutions widely different 
from ours, cannot but modify materially our 
social and political life, and modify it in a 
way which cannot without great difficulty be 
regarded as for the better. Moreover, the 
last census, after liberal allowance for care- 
lessness and wilful inaccuracy, unquestion- 
ably shows a marked failing off in the natural 
rate of increase of our population. Consid- 
erably over a third of our growth in numbers 
between 1880 and 1890 has been due to ac- 
cessions of foreigners. Whether or not the 
decrease in our rale of growth by births and 
the increase by immigration are in any degree 
related as effect and cause, there is certainly 
a vital connection between them, because on 
our natural rate of growth depends our power 
of assimilating the raw material for American 
citizens which comes to us from without. 

There can be no doubt that the country has 
grown not only in numbers but in wealth very 
much faster than it would if it had not been 
for immigration. Mr. Joseph Story Fay, in a 
letter to the Boston Post some time since, es- 
timated the value of each emigrant as at least 
equal to the market value of a slave before the 
war, say $1,000. The economic value of men 
cannot of course be estimated in such a rough- 
and-ready way as this. Each adult male, 
however, probably receives in wages between 
three and four hundred dollars yearly on the 
average, and as this kind of labor is the 
worst paid of any, very likely he contributes 
more than this to the annual product of the 
country. But there is a less pleasant aspect 
of the matter. The most important thing 
to a country is the kind of men in it. In 
this connection it is to be noted that the 



character of those who emigrate to this coun- 
try now is very different from that of the men 
who came during the Colonial period. Then 
the cause of leaving home was partly political, 
dartly religious, and partly love of adventure. 
Manifestly a different set of men would emi- 
grate from the two causes, and the descend- 
ants of the one will differ from those of the 
other. To decide, then, whether immigra- 
tion has been a good thing for a country, it is 
not enough to determine whether the immi- 
grants have produced more than they have 
consumed, and brought about an earlier de- 
velopment of natural resources; but the 
essential question is whether the stock of men 
has been improved by the admixture of the 
different races. 



- One of the subjects given for the 

ShaUy. Bowdoin prize dissertations 
awarded by Harvard Uni verity is, 
Are the parasites of domestic animals suffi- 
ciently dangerous to man to demand the inspec- 
tion of meat by the National Oovernm^ntt 
Whether the judges would be satisfied with 
the cool assumption that, if serious danger of 
disease can be clearly shown to arise from this 
source, it must follow as the night the day 
that the Government should inspect meat the 
catalogue does not state, but the form of the 
question seems to carry this implication. 
Though Harvard has shown itself more pro- 
gressive than almost any other great univer- 
sity, yet it has not been able to escape entirely 
the conservatism common to all institutions of 
longstanding. The assumptions made two 
hundred years ago are very likely to be the 
assumptions made to-day. Or perhaps the 
socialists have been making converts among 
the faculty, and they are ready to assume that 
there can be no prevention of diseases caught 
from butcher's meat except inspection by the 
Government, and that this would be effective. 
A good example of the conscientious way 
in which commissioners appointed by govern- 
ments perform their duties is to be found in 
the remark of one of the Massachusetts Cattle 
Commissioners to the effect that while the 
milk supplied in Boston might contain the 
germs of disease, yet the people probably 
suffered more from the rum drunken than 
from the milk, and that therefore efforts 
ought to be made to prohibit the sale of in- 
toxicating liquor instead of to secure pure 
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milk. If a man were employed to weed a 
garden, and after receiving his pay, should 
coolly remark that he had n't done the work 
for which he was paid, because he thought his 
employer would show more wisdom by getting 
his house shingled than by hiring his garden 
weeded, probably the highly honorable State 
Cattle Commissioner, if the case were submit- 
ted to him, would be able to find flaws in the 
excuse on the score of ethics. Still the case 
of the gardener would not be so very different 
from his own. He was appointed and paid to 
investigate just such questions as this about 
milk, and, if possible, to devise a remedy, and 
his remedy is that people should stop drink- 
ing rum. Oue would expect that it might 
occur to the intelligence of a man estimating 
the comparative evils lo a society arising from 
drinking rum and from driuking milk to in- 
quire what kind of people are injured by the 
one and what kind by the other ; but hardly in 
the case of a State Cattle Commissioner. 

But, it may be said, this was only a State 
commission; a National commission would do 
infinitely better. It must be admitted that 
the average intelligence of the men compps- 
ing the National Government is considerably 
higher than that of State Representatives and 
Senators, and that commissioners appointed 
by the former would not be likely to write 
themselves down as asses in quite such heavy 
black letters as the Massachusetts gentleman 
made use of. But when we inquire whether 
the work undertaken by the General Govern- 
ment is performed any more honestly and 
efficiently than that undertaken by State gov- 
ernments tlie answer is plainly in the 
negative. 



There is a chance for a very ab. 
^^oMUon^. struse discussion on the question, 
Which is more important to recog- 
nize, the relation of similarity or the relation 
of dissimilarity? At present, in the philo- 
sophical world the latter relation absorbs the 
larger share of attention, and there is a strong 
temptation to many minds to conclude that 
if several objects can be shown to present 
marked differences there is no essential like- 
ness beween them. A century ago the ten- 
dency was the other way, and attention was 
attracted more by likeness among objects than 
l)y their unlikeness. 
This thought is brought to mind by reading 



an article by Professor Josiah Royce, of Cam- 
bridge, — 18 There a Science ofEducaiitm f — 
which appears in the initial number of the 
Educational Review. In this article the 
writer gives some ideas of Wilhelm Dilthey, a 
German professor of philosophy in the Uni- 
versity of Berlin on The PoseibiUty of a 
Universally Valid Pedagogical Science. 

" All the prominent pedagogical systems, such as 
those of Herbart, Schleiermacher, Spencer, Bain, 
Beneke, Waitz, agree in one respect, that they * pre- 
tend to define the end of education, the value of the 
various brandies of study, and the methods of in- 
struction, in an universally valid fashion, and con- 
sequently for wholly different times and peoples'. 
' And this pretence,' says Dilthey, ... Ms precisely 
parallel to that of old-fashioned theories of the 
state — theories which, disregarding history aud the 
varieties of circumstance, imdertook to fix for all 
humanity the aheolute forms of political life, and in 
consequence drove men to a revolt against the whole 
historical social order.' This sort of theorizing be- 
longed to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
cu1iuiuate<l in the French Revolution, and has 
been replaced in our day by the historical method 
in political science, — a method which ignores the 
theoretical ' Constitutions ' of the doctrinairett and 
which knows that political organizations are far too 
vital in their individual traits to be subject to any 
abstract formulation of the details of the universally 
valid social order.*' 

In the same way the historical method must 
be applied to pedagogy, and then it will be- 
come evident that there is no possibility for 
any abstract formulation of the details of the 
universally valid method of intellectual devel- 
opment. The historical method, as it is fash- 
ionably applied to political study, means the 
discovery that at a certain time such and such 
an event took place, and at another time 
another event; and after a man has stored up 
in his memory a vast number of such facts, 
those about him look up to him and say: 
*' Verily he is a wise man; he is competent to 
talk about the impossibility of any abstract for- 
mulation of the details of the universally valid 
social order.** The beautiful results to which 
this method leads are seen in speaking of the 
French Revolution as the culmination of a 
sort of theorizing. The French people were 
starved and imprisoned, and hanged and tor- 
tured, until they could endure it no longer, 
and then tlieir revolt against the whole histori- 
cal social order is regarded as the result of 
mere theorizing. Studying events and inven- 
ting causes of them is perhaps easier aud more 
fascinating than tracing the real connections, 
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but whether it will permanently be regarded 
as more valuable one may take leave to doubt. 

So the application of the historical method 
to pedagogy would probably mean a study, 
and perhaps a comparison, uf all the systems 
of education which have ever been employed, 
little regard being paid to the results produced. 
So much time and ingenuity might be ex- 
pended upon a study of this kind that none 
would be left for considering the end of edu- 
cation, the value of the various branches of 
study, and the methods of instruction; indeed, 
it appears from the tone of the passage quoted 
that these questions, in their general bearings, 
should be dismissed as subjects for mere 
thee ry and useless speculation. 

'* No moral system has ever yet been able 
to win universal recognition," says Dilthey; 
and Prof. Royce continues: — 

" The ends of life can only be defined with con- 
stant reference to the vital and growing motives and 
impalses of concrete humanity; and as tlie latter 
change so do the ends themselves, with the ethical 
systems that embody them. Hence the educator 
cannot hope to have defined for him, with abstract 
universality, either the material upon which he must 
always work, — namely, human nature, — nor the 
end toward which he must always aim, —namely, 
the highest moral perfection of his pupil. Both 
these matters are modified for him by the course of 
evolution, and by the actual social environment." 

One may be pardoned for questioning 
whether the above sentences mean more than 
to say that, among certain savages, it is more 
important for a boy to learn how to make 
bows and arrows and to shoot well with them 
than to learn the demonstration of the Pythag- 
orean proposition; or that, in certain societies, 
it is more important to be able to get the bet- 
ter, both of friends and enemies, by paying 
them back in kind, than to be willing to turn 
the left cheek when smitten upon the right. 
The words ought to mean more, for not one 
of the writers whose systems of education are 
dismissed as too theoretical failed to take 
enough account of actual conditions to recog- 
nize this. Moreover, Prof. Royce here 
speaks of an end toward which the educator 
"must always aim, — namely, the highest 
moral perfection of his pupil." This looks 
perilously near attempting " to define the 
end of education ... in an universally valid 
fashion." Probably few would quarrel with 
the definition except fur the insertion of the 
word iiwral; why not intellectual, physical, 
and sesthetic perfection as well? Only it 



must be remembered that, to make the defi- 
nition universally valid, the special ability to 
follow a trail, say, must be recognized as a 
part of this perfection in some cases and in 
others not. 



It has been the occasion of sur- 
vSh. prise that a man could even pro- 
fess the principles of modern 
science, and yet make such a spectacle of 
himself as Mr. Grant Allen has lons^ suc- 
ceeded in doing. That an air of self-satisfac- 
tion and conscious importance produces a 
most painful effect on the observer has been 
widely, I may say universally, recognized. 
About two years ago, Mr. Allen addressed 
the readers of one of the great magazines — 
and indirectly the public in general — on the 
subject of the " Woman Question,"and he in- 
troduced himself as a " biologist who had long 
and carefully reflected " on the subject. He 
then served up a few pages of such superficially 
generalized trash as might have disgraced the 
second Negative of a debating society. If it 
were necessary to consider Mr. Allen^s claims 
to being a *' biologist " at all, the investiga- 
tion would probably end where it began — at 
pretension. He has also dallied with political 
economy, and with sociology, if you please. 
Whether his gambols have attracted the at- 
tention of the pit or gallery, I am unable to 
say. Altogether he is playfully inclined, as 
one may say, and will make a dash at any 
knotted ball of yarn that may catch his eye. 
But even those who have been most amused at 
his tricks must have felt some surprise at his 
last saltation. That he should join the 
Fabian Society (pseudo-economic socialists) 
might be taken as the neutral result of a 
truant fancy; but that he should sink so low 
as to offer the explanation of his conduct, 
that he has now published could not have 
been anticipated. He writes to Short Cuts 
(I copy from Personal Bights Journal): — 

*' Two fair states of society are conceivable hy 
the human mind, both Utopian, but one or tlie other ^ 
perhaps in the end realizable. The first (and to my 
mind the fairest) is the Individualist ideal — an ideal 
in which neither land, sea, earth, air, coal, iron, 
water, nor wood would he monopolized by anybody; 
a condition of society in which all would have equal 
freedom of access to all natural energies and produc- 
tions alike; and in which, accordingly, rent and 
wages could have no existence, hut in their place 
we should have free interchange of mutual services. 
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The second (to my mind less desirable, but towards 
which the practical set is at present so strong that 
no wise man will attempt to oppose it) is the Social- 
ist ideal — an ideal in which capital and land have 
been absorbed by the community and in which prod- 
ucts are distributed by the community in general.'* 

I will not debase a great subject by ques- 
tioning in this connection the accuracy of Mr. 
Allen's definition of Individualism.. Since he 
is unable to comprehend anything, let him 
regard Individualism in any light, or dark- 
ness, he pleases. But there is revealed in 
this explanation a mental obliquity of niore 
than personal importance. Of course a faith 
«an not, and should not, be discredited by the 
weakness or vice of one of its adherents. 
Nevertheless, I think that it deserves notice 
that Socialism does not seem to develop a re- 
pugnance to playing fast and loose with prin- 
ciples. After expressly asserting his belief 
that Individualism is the '* fairest," — mean- 
ing, if anything, that it is the more rational 
and the more conducive to social welfare, — 
^r. Allen nevertheless throws in his fortunes 
with Socialism. And why? Because, forsooth, 
'* the practical set " is strong in that direction 1 
As the editor of the Personal Rights Journal 
remarks: — 

" In other words, Mr. Allen has elected to follow 
a multitude to do what he cannot disguise from him- 
self is, at least, the lesser good, but which — if he 
were not so anxious to be in with '* the practical 
set" — he would recognize as a monstrous evil. 
This cowardice he dignifies by the name of wisdom. 
We thank him for letting it be seen that his apostasy 
from Individualism is a moral fall. It is, no doubt, 
pleasanter — conscientious considerations apart — to 
go with the stream ; but, as Mr. Spurgeon recently 
said, a dead fish can do that." 

Mr, Allen is here, for the first time I believe, 
correctly classified. And since he cannot 
swim, he will undoubtedly find his present 
company much more to his liking and after 
his own kind. Individualists, too, may con- 
gratulate themselves; there is no room in 
our waters for dead fish. 



CENTRALIZATION AND FREEDOM. 

The decision of the United States Supreme 
Court, last April, regarding the importation 
of liquor in original packages into one State 
from another, in the case of Leisy v. Hardin, 
continues to attract and deserves to attract 
much attention. The decision amounted to 
perhaps the greatest step toward centraliza- 



tion of power in the hands of the General 
Government which has been taken in our 
whole history, — a step as great as that con- 
templated in the Federal Elections BUI. To 
be sure, in the case of intoxicating liquors, 
the right to regulate or prohibit their sale on 
its own territory has been given back to each 
State by Congress, in an act of doubtful con- 
stitutionality ; but in the case of other com- 
modities, the power of local authorities still 
remains curtailed by that decision, and, in 
accordance with it, decisions are constantly 
being rendered by inferior courts that no State 
has a right to interfere in any way with inter* 
state commerce. The question may be dis- 
cussed from two points of view: First, whethej 
it is wise to grant to Congress the power of 
regulating such matters, or to leave each local- 
ity to impose such regulations as it sees fit; 
second, whether the Constitution actually does 
grant such power to Congress and take it 
away from the States. 

With regard to the first, it may be said that 
the fundamental principle of the policy of the 
United States has, from the beginning almost 
up to the present time, been local self-govern- 
ment by the people — to grant to the G^eneral 
Government only such powers as were abso- 
lutely necessary to secure national unity. It 
must be admitted that local self-government 
has frequently meant little more tlian the 
power of local minorities to misgovern and 
tyrannize over their neighbors; but tyranny 
from one's neighbors is not quite so galling as 
the same amount of tyranny from strangers; 
and, moreover, it is easier to escape. **If 
they persecute you in one city, flee into an- 
other"; but if all cities and towns are made 
unbearable by command of a central author- 
ity, so as to necessitate leaving the country, a 
much greater hardship is inflicted than that 
involved in moving from one town or State 
into one where greater freedom can be en- 
joyed. On the other hand, the tyranny of a 
central government, either despotic or repre- 
sentative, can never be nearly so close, inti- 
mate, and detailed as that of one's immediate 
neighbors and local personal enemies. 

Among the powers distinctly granted to 
Congress by the Constitution is that ^^ to 
regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, and with the Indian 
tribes.'' If the question were as to the wis- 
dom of granting such a power to Congress, or 
to any other body of men, a very strong case 
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might be made out for the negative, and 
there is hardly anything at all to be said for 
the affirmative. If the framers of the Con- 
stitution could come back and learn of the 
way in which this power has been exercised 
during the last century, they might prove 
more teachable than their descendants. How- 
ever, there is this to be said in favor of ihe 
course they pursued: if they had not granted 
this power to Congress it would certainly 
have been exercised by the several States, 
and a comparison of Congressional le^fisla- 
tion with State legislation affords no ground 
for supposing that it would have been exer- 
cised 80 as to do any less harm by the latter 
authorities. 

By the above clause of the Constitution, 
then, the power of regulating commerce be- 
tween the States is expressly granted to Con- 
gress, and therefore cannot be among the 
powers reserved by the States. The question 
then resolves itself into this: Is it an inter- 
ference with interstate commerce for a State 
to regulate or prohibit the sale of commodi- 
ties imported from another State? Keally, 
there seems scarcely room for debate; if such 
regulation or prohibition is not an interfer- 
euce, then no indirect effects whatever can 
be recognized. A curious speculation on this 
subject is contained in an article in the last 
Harvard Law Review by Mr. William How- 
land. He thinks that ^' the power of Con- 
gress to regulate commerce between the 
States must include the right to determine 
what shall be the subjects of such com- 
merce "; but that, until Congress has answered 
this question in the case of any article, any 
State may prohibit traffic in that article, pro- 
vided it is honestly believed to be dangerous 
to the public health or morals. Notwith- 
standing that the States have bestowed upon 
Congress the right to regulate commerce 
between them, yet any State may proceed to 
regulate it unless Congress has expressly de- 
clared to the contrary. One would naturally 
suppose that if interstate commerce in any 
article is injurious that the proper way to 
have it prohibited would be to induce the 
only body having the legal power to take 
action. 

It would be unjust, however, to judge Mr. 
Rowland's article by this instance of more 
or less ingenious quibblijg. He points out 
that the granting of the sole power to regu- 
late interstate commerce interferes with what 



is somewhat impropeily called the police 
powers of the States. It is, to say the least, 
doubtful whether Congress has the power lo 
make ** police " regulations as to the manner 
in which arsenic and gunpowder, say, are to 
be sold in original packages, and if the Slate 
has no power to make such regulations, it 
seems that the sale of commodities in this 
way must be entirely unregulated. To a 
lawyer or a politician this is a dreadful thought. 
The government — national, State, or muni- 
cipal — must care for the safety, health, and 
morals of the public, otherwise — I A good 
instance of the tender solicitude for the pub- 
lic health manifested by municipal govern- 
ments is to be f« und in the filth which they 
allow to accumulnte in the streets of all 
Araericnn cities, though collecting from the 
taxpayers enough money to keep the public 
ways fairly clean. The explanation is plain. 
All persons, even aldermen and councilmen^ 
know that that filth in the streets is injurious 
to the health of the citizens ; but there is no 
mystery about sweeping up and carting awa]i» 
dirt. In this matter the authorities have no 
opportunity of acting in accordance with their 
ignorance, whereas in the case of contagious 
diseases, say, there is room for an unlimited 
quantity. Something that may happen seems 
much more terrible than something that must 
happen. If the method of transporting and 
storing nitro-glycerine and gunpowder is not 
prescribed there might be an explosion ; if 
the sale of arsenic and opium is not regulated 
people might take to poisoning themselves 
wholesale. These possible contingencies 
appeal to the imagination of the average 
alderman or State Representative or Congress- 
man as the certainty of disease and death 
arising from the filthy condition of public 
ways cannot begin to do. 

The decision of the Court opens up almost 
boundless possibilities. If neither Congress 
nor the State governments have power to 
make police regulations regarding the sale in 
the original packai^es of articles imported 
from one State to another, the police regula- 
tions of the States respecting articles produced 
within their own territory become practically 
nugatory, and the step towards centralization 
proves to be a step 'towards freedom of com- 
merce. The belief in the necessity of restric- 
tions and regulations is so ingrained into the 
habits and thoughts of the people, however, 
that even if the decision stands legal fictions 
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and ingenious sophistries, like that cited from 
Mr. Rowland, will doubtless be discovered to 
reduce the freedom to a minimum. 



PENSIONS. 

Some time ago Mr. Windom said he looked 
forward to the distribution of the pensions, 
now due, to relieve the financial pressure 
under which the country seems to be suffer- 
ing. This distribution of pensions is not, un- 
fortunately, a novel idea; but, as a means of 
alleviating financial distress, it has the merit, 
at least, of originality. The manner of state- 
ment was somewhat surprising: the Secretary 
stated the expedient as the merest matter of 
course, with an air of perfect nonchalance and 
composure eminently befitting a man that 
controls the Treasury of a great and flourish- 
ing country. 

The public has grown so accustomed to 
pensions that the remark elicited scarcely a 
particle of comment; but the subject is surely 
important enough to warrant a little serious 
thinking of now and then. 

The disordered state of English finance 
last century, added to the comparative ease 
with which the Crown, or the responsible min- 
isters of the Crown, laid hands on the reve- 
nues of the kingdom, led to the development 
of pensions into a systematic and eminently 
successful means of bribery. When Sir 
Robert Walpole gave vent to the well-known 
proverb of political life, that "Every man 
has his price," he was thinking of the civil 
list, rather than pensions for strictly military 
purposes. This latter class was not neg- 
lected, however, and simply swelled the list 
of those already receiving merited or un- 
merited support from the government. In- 
deed, pension became a byword of reproach, 
and as such was defined by Dr. Johnson in 
his dictionary. " In England,'' he says, " it '' 
(i. e., a pension,) " is generally understood to 
mean pay given to a state hireling for treason 
to his country." The definition of pensioner 
is not less to the point, although somewhat 
severe: ** Pensioner — A slave of state hired 
by a stipend to obey his master. 

* In Britain's senate he a seat obtains, 
And one more pensioner St. Stephen gains.' 

Pope," 

It would seem that such patriotism was 
above temptation, — the pension in liis case 



worked wonders: he got his pension and 
changed his definition in the new edition of 
the dictionary. In regard to this change, 
Cobbett wittily makes the burly doctor say: 
** Myself, than whom few men have been 
found more base, having in my dictionary 
described a pensioner as a slave of slate, and 
liaving afterwards myself become a pen- 
sioner." 

The above example is only a striking illus- 
tration of the moderating effect of a pension 
on human virtue, or, leather, frailty. 

Parliamentary corruption was never put 
under control till the civil list was severely 
dealt with and a limit placed to the lavish ex- 
penditure of public money for private pur- 
poses. The United States has been fortunate 
in many ways: a young country, developing 
its resources and rapidly increasing in wealth, 
it was separated by an ocean from the Old 
World and its unfortunate institutions. Civil 
pensions have never gained a foothold, and 
the military expenses of the Government 
were, in the truest sense of the word, moder- 
ate. Wars, however, with their attendant 
public and private distress, led to methods of 
borrowing, — and what is easily got is easily 
spent. If pensions are ever justifiable, the 
veterans of the Revolution certainly deserved 
them; yet it is curious to note in what an 
^^ unsympathetic " manner the defenders of 
the country were then compensfited, compared 
with the munificent way which the soldiers 
of the late war are provided for. The officers' 
half pay for life was finally commuted for 
seven, afterwards cut down to five, years' full 
pay; and this was paid in the depreciated 
scrip of the time. A feeling grew up that 
the old soldier had been harshly treated. Pro- 
visions for pensions were framed, so that by 
1806 the system assumed its general and final 
shape. Only two years later, the United 
States assumed the State pension obligutions. 

There can be no doubt of the good field 
service of our Revolutionary ancestors. Their 
claims to pensions were also daring in the ex- 
treme, and it is but little wonder that liritish 
''hirelings" went down before American 
** valor." By the year 1804, the abuse of the 
system led to tl)e suggestive remark that 
'' the Revolutionary claimant never dies: he is 
immortal." But, on the whole, the Govern- 
ment was eminently conservative in dealing 
with claimants. In 1818, however, this wise 
policy was changed and tlie salutary restric- 
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tions removed. The three years' requirement 
was replaced by one of only nine months. 
The results of this were unexpected: 27,948 
persons applied for benefits under this act, — 
a number greater than Washington's army at 
any period of the war, and exceeded the 
whole number of soldiers that could possibljp 
be alive under any established rate of mortal- 
ity. Of these clfums, 18,000 were allowed; 
but it was aftei'wards seen that at least one 
third of this number had no legal claim 
whatever. 

With the extension of the system, it was 
estimated in 1834 that ^' there are supposed to 
be now living about 42,600 persons who re- 
ceive pensions or gratuities from the Govern- 
ment, under different laws. . . . The amount 
expended in the previous year [1833] reached 
three millions of dollars." 

A few statistics up to the outbreak of the 
civil war will show the gradual increase. In 
1791 the Government paid in round numbers, 
$175,000; ten years later the sum was just 
about one hundred thousand dollars less; in 
1811 the amount was but two thousand more; 
in 1821 it was $242,000 (the year before it had 
been over three millions); in 1831 a trifle 
over one million, one hundred thousand; in 
1841 it had risen to two million, three hun- 
dred thousand; in 1851 it was about the same 
sum less ten thousand, and in 1861 it had sunk 
to one million, thirty-five thousand dollars. 
The comparative smallness of this last amount 
almost leads one to fancy that the system 
would have died out in a few years from 
sheer lack of material; but the war added 
fuel to the smouldering embers. 

The Government felt deeply grateful for 
the services of the States and their soldiers 
during the rebellion, and took measures ac- 
cordingly. " If any person, whether officer 
or soldier, belonging to the militia of any 
State and called out into the service of the 
United States, be wounded or disabled while 
in actual service, he shall be taken care of 
and provided for at the public expense. (Re- 
vised Statutes, § 1,639.) The law of 1862, 
while granting the fullest compensation for 
services of the soldier, yet endeavored to 
place some limit to demands and applications 
of the needy, or, rather, greedy. This check, 
or statute of limitations, gave way before 
the hot haste of the Senate and House in 
1879, when all limitations as to time were 
repealed. Not only was the successful appli- 



cant to receive Government aid in the future: 
he was to receive back-pay in the nature of 
arrears. Before the passage of the Act of 
1879 it was supposed that the arrears might 
amount to nineteen or twenty millions annu- 
ally, and that some forty-one millions would 
be needed to meet the provisions of the new 
law. Time has shown the absurdity of these 
calculations. Claims poured in, as the Secre- 
tary of the Interior thoughtfully remarked, 
at " an unprecedented rate," and, from present 
indications, it seems that the American soldier , 
like good, old Rip Van Winkle, is rubbing 
his eyes after his twenty years' nap, and 
adapting himself in liis old age to the changed 
state of affairs. 

Taking the pensions as a whole, less than 
seven hundred and twenty-five millions had 
been disbursed prior to the year 1866. To- 
day, the annual appropriation for pensions 
passes the hundred-million limit. Great 
Britain, it is estimated, annually spends some 
eighty-six million six hundred thousand dol- 
lars for her army; France spends one hun- 
dred and eleven million two hundred and 
sixty-seven thousand for the same purpose; 
Germany spends ninety-four million two hun- 
dred thousand, not counting the extraordinary 
expenditure of sixty-one millions provided for 
th6 current year. 

The appropriation of Congress for last year 
was, in round numbers, one hundred and 
thirty-three millions, so it takes but little 
mathematical ability to see that in a very few 
years we shall have outstripped many, many 
times, our ancestors' generosity. But with 
this enormous increase of the pensions within 
the past decade, the question arises whether it 
is simply a natural development, or whether 
this cultivation of the heart at the expense 
of the head is not due to artificial circum- 
stances? The Presidential candidates of the 
present party in power have been, with a sin- 
gle exception, selected from among the soldier 
class, and have been chosen, less for ability 
and statesmanship than from a knowledge 
that they could secure the Grand Army vote. 
Again, the manner in which the veterans' 
wishes are catered to inclines one to believe 
that the soldiers have enjoyed, do now enjoy, 
and expect to enjoy, a practical dictatorship 
in political circles. Was it then mere exag- 
geration in Bishop Potter when, in a recent 
address, he drew a parallel picture of the 
praetorian guard of falling Rome, as knock- 
ing down the supreme magistracy to the 
highest bidder? 
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POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

Thk Fortnigotly Review (January ). — A 
Canadian People. By Sir George Baden-PoteelL 
According to this article, Canada has now reached 
that period of her history when it devolves npbn 
her to decide whether she shall become a self- 
reliant nationality, or **lose her identity, her 
individuality, her possibilities, by absorption into 
the United States.** That the writer does not for 
a moment favor annexation Is apparent at the 
outset. 

A brief review of the history of Canadian de- 
velopment leads him directly to a consideration 
of the high tariff, or Its accepted synonym, the 
McKlnley Bill, and Its effect upon the mutual 
relations of the two countries. It is maintained 
that the fundamental characteristics of the 
American people were such as to be precisely 
satisfied by a protective tariff, and that *Mt is 
too often forgotten that such a policy was possi- 
ble because the United Siates In area, fertility, 
and resources of all kinds and descriptions was 
equal to the whole of Continental Europe, but 
Inhabited even now by a population hardly 
exceeding that of France." But It Is also prophe- 
sied that the McKlnley Bill " marks the zenith of 
the sun of Protection." By the Canadians It Is 
regarded as a kind of a *' freeze-out" game on 
the part of the United States to force annexation. 
They, on the other hand, are thankful to the 
United States for retiring In their favor from 
the markets of the world, and have no desire 
for admission. Their external trade, It Is said. 
Is already, per head of population, twice that 
of the United States. 

This high-tariff measure has aroused the atten- 
tions of Canadians to the n< cesslty of establish- 
ing direct steamship communication with 
Europe, the West Indies, China, and Australia ; It 
has demonstrated to them a national strength, of 
which they had hardly been aware, and strength- 
ened their determination to sail their ship of 
State alone 

If all this be true, Mr. McKlnley may revel in 
the sweet consciousness of having benefited 
others than a few manufacturers, even if the 
recipients of his favor are not all Americans. 

TiiK NiNETBKNTii CENTURY (January). — i^- 
bour Colonies in Germany. By the Hight Honor- 
able the Earl of Meath. The German belief of 
later years that relief should not be separated 
from work has led to the perfecting of the sys- 
tem of state and private aid to the poor and home- 
less, with that principle constantly In view, and, 
according to this article, has placed Germany 
ahead of most other countries Iq this respect. 



Germany's state institutions are the Arbelte- 
haus and the Verpflegungs-Statlon. The former 
is much the same as the American workhouse, 
though perhaps the habitually idle and refrac- 
tory German Is compelled to take up his abode 
In such an Institution, and conform to Its rules, 
more frequently and for slighter offences than is 
his brother across the sea. 

The Verpfiegungs-Statlonisa means for aid- 
ing travellers In search of work to obtalu the 
same, but gives this assistance, with board and 
lodging meanwhile, only in return for work. 
Supplementing these ** stations** are the Uer- 
berge zur Helmath, which are temperance hos- 
tleries, supported by voluntary contributions. 
Receiving tickets at the *• stations** for work 
done, the traveller may receive nourishing food 
and a comfortable bed by presenting them at 
the neighboring Herberge. 

It often happened, however, that remuner- 
ative work could not always be provided for all 
those really desiring honest labor, and this evi- 
dent weakness in the system, which seems to be 
a mixture of state and private enterprise, has 
led to the establishment of Labour Colonies, of 
which this article gives a ver^ good description. 

The first of the colonies was established by 
Pastor von Bodelschwingh, and his efforts 
have proved so successful that there now exist 
twenty-two such colonies. As a result, the 
workhouses are said to have each yenr fewer 
occupants, and the professional tramp ceased to 
exist. The colonists remain usually only a few 
weeks or months, and never longer than two 
years. No money Is paid them till the time of 
leaving when they are allowed full wages for 
work done, less cost of board and clothl^. 

The writer also compares the German with the 
English system. Speaking of the latter, he 
says : — 

** Our English poor-law system, with its sub- 
stantial and beautifully clean workhouses, Its 
vast resources. Its careful management, and its 
numerous officials. Is a most efladent machine, if 
its' sole purpose be to shield the poor man, what- 
ever be his character, from the extreme suffer- 
ings of poverty ; but if there be any Idea — as the 
name 'workhouse* would seem to imply — of 
training the Ignorant and the Idle In habits of in- 
dustry, of encouraging them to earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brows, of instilling into 
them some notion of the dignity of labour, of 
finding them. If possible, employment, and of en- 
deavouring to assist the vicious to overcome the 
temptations which have dragged them into pov- 
erty, then I think most must acknowledge ^hat 
the system has not answered its purpose.'* 

By the colony system, a large proportion is 
reclaimed to society and to their friends, which, 
to the writer's mind, Is the principle point of 
superiority of the German Labour Colony over 
the English *• casual ward." He even doubts 
** whether a single Individual has ever been mor- 
ally regenerated by acquaintance with the inte- 
rior of the latter.** 
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AMERICANA. 

tTnitea States Senators have an allowance of 
^1*2.% a year for stationery. Some of tlie rao«t 
thrifty members of the Upper Branch drew a con- 
siderable commntition In cash. Senator Bar- 
bonr took $112.5:^ in cash; Senator Brown, 
^ 1 13.53 ; Senator Coke, $108.43 ; Senator Eustis, 
«110.95; Senator Morrill, $11^48; Senator 
Turpie. 9^111.35. Senator Squire got a diction- 
ary, unabridged, out of the Contingent fund, with 
a Htand for the dictionary. In the course of the 
fiscal year the Senate consumed or paid for 
3,000 qainlne pills. Among other things bought 
for Senators were French soap, at ^3.50 a dozen, 
Jamaica ginger, cologne wax tapers, seven 
dozen cuspidors, plain and decorated, and four 
pounds of insect powder. — Exchange. 

If the Postmaster-General carried out the 
spirit of the anti-lottery law there would be a 
g^reat dinilnntlon in the weight of malls to-mor- 
row. Every newspaper in the land would be 
embargoed, and even the enterprising Congres- 
sional Becord would be tabooed and excluded 
from the benefltg of Uncle Sara's methods of 
transportation. Every paper? including the 
Re^cord, will contain an account of a lottery In 
tlie Senate chamber. When the Secretary, by 
tlie^ unanimous vote of the body which not long 
a^o decided, with almost the same unanimity, 
tliat no paper containing news of a lottery 
dra-wing should pass through the mails, pre- 
sented to the Senators from Idaho, Messrs. 
McConnell and Shoup, a small, pan-shaped box, 
containing two slips of paper, which were to 
decide the terms upon which each gentleman 
wa^ to serve, Mr. McConnell was the first to 
«* put It to the touch, aud \v1n or lose it all," 
and lie lost. His Senatorial experience will end 
iTV^ben the present Congress expires; but the lot- 
tery drawing was not yet over. 

T^ould Swiator Shoup serve for two or four 
years ? 

Aj^in the box was produped, antf Senator 
Slioup drew out a slip which would determine 
fv-hetlier he would draw ten th >nsand dollar?^ or 
twenty thousand dollars from the Treasury. He 
fva» fortunate, and drew the twenty-tliousaml- 
doUar prize ; but it was a lottery pure and simple, 
and tlie whole transaction was a sad commentary 
upon a high legislative body, wliich, in a moment 
of supposed virtue, prohibited aiil i)laeetl a 
penalty upon the violation of this i>roliiJ)ition 
and keeps a poor man from investing? his mom^y 
as he sees fit. The lottery ;?oes, Wall Street 
remains, and the Senate plays itself on the side 
of Wall Street. — Washington Cor. G<(l vision 
(Tex.) AVir.'T. 



No less than twenty-nirte States have now 
legilated against ciixarettes, and the cigarette 
business was probably never more flourishing 
than it is to-day. Prohibitory legislation against 
cigarettes seems to operate very much like the 
same sort of legislation against drinks. — Boston 
Herald. 

Western legislators seem to be outvieing each 
other in makiny: spectacles of themselves. First 
came Montana with rival houses, then Nebraska 
with three governors, two lieutenant-governors, 
and a squabbling Legislature, aud now Colorado 
turns up with a seceding house, and the speaker 
forced to fortify himself with fifteen assistant 
sergeants-at-arms. Oklahoma, although it tried 
hard enough, could not beat these exhibitions. 
— Philadelphia Press. 

The fact that there are now on the pension 
rolls twenty-three widows of Revolutionary 
soldiers leads the Detroit Free Press to fear lest 
the United States may have a pensioner of the 
Civil War in 2116. This conclusion is based 
upon a soldier's having b^en discharged in 1865, 
at the age of sixteen, and marrying in 1944 the 
sixteen -year-old daughter of his housekeeper. — 
Boston Transcript. 

A scene at Austin : Man rushes up to the hotel 
register, deposits his valise, and asks: — 

" Where is the bar? " 

'Must to the right there." 

Another man comes in, registers, etc. ** I 
say, Mr. Clerk, where is the bar? " 

*' Just to the right there.*' 

And still another rushes up, wants a room and' 
says: - 

'• Can you tell me where the ba — " 

" Just to the right there." [Aside.] ''Well, 
I see the legislators are coming \n.'' ~ Galveston 
Neins. 

We trust that nobody will let it out. after all 
that has been said in this State against lotter- 
ies, that the first thing tlie MjLssacliusetts legis- 
lators did was to h »ve a drawing for seats. — 
JhtiffoD TnDiscrijtt. 

Tlie rain of li(!4iveii was more potent in clean- 
ing Boston's streets tlian tlic rciiru of City llnll. 
— lioHon 'rraiiiicript. 

.V'?'^?o.r. — (\,ii^rossniau Bullock, of Floriaa, 
lia** thirteen children. 

Gin\n),L. — Vfsux. tliat almost a .juorum? — 
JnUiji'. 
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The conditiom under which this paper is published 
render it impossible to give the weekly record of facts 
the character of news, especially in the case of the 
foreign items. The facts are, in the main, collected 
frovn daily papers. Their importance does not gener- 
ally depend upon dates. Our record of them cannot 
have greater authority than the sources have, but is 
evidently more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

Coiigr^ ®ss» — Among the bills and resolutions 
introduced are : in the Senate, a bill authorizing 
the Secretary of Agi iculture to inspect all ves- 
sels carrying export cattle to foreign countries, 
and to prescribe conditions as to space, ven- 
tilation, and provisions; one to establish an 
Executive Department of Commerce, to collect 
and disseminate information regarding com- 
merce in the widest sense ; in the House, a bill 
appropriating one million dollars for the estab- 
lishment of a university in any State of the 
Union possessing unappropriated public lands 
for the education of the colored youth of the 
country ; one to equalize taxation and providing 
for an income tax; a resolution directing the 
interstate commission to report to Congress 
whether or not the Western railroad agreement 
violates the interstate commerce law; and a 
resolution providing for an amendment to the 
Constitntlon, so that no one shall be allowed to 
vote at national elections who cannot read and 
write the English language. 

The House at length succeeded in passing the 
District of Columbia Appropriation Bill. The 
Naval Appropriation Bill is now before the 
House. The Democrats, to gain time, compel 
the reading of the whole journal each day. 

In the Senate, the Democrats have success- 
fully obstructed the progress of the ** Force'* 
BiU. The Aldrich cloture resolution is before 
the Senate. 



California. — Among the bills introduced 
are: oue prohibiting the sale of tobacco to 
minors; one repealing the section of the Con- 
stitution establishing the Railroad Commission ; 
one providing that voters shall be given three 
hours on Election Day by their employers ; one 
appropriating three hundred thousand dollars 
for a California exhibit at the World's Fair; 
one making the employment of persons not 
American citizens by contractors or sub-con- 
tractors a misdemeanor; one prohibiting the 
sale of opium In the State, except for medicinal 
purposes and on physicians' prescriptions ; one 
providing that no Court shall punish for con- 
tempt committed outside of its presence; one 
authorizing the appointment of a superintending 
engineer to Inspect all public buildings, improve- 
ments, boilers, and machinery used by the 
State ; one providing for placing electric wires 
underground; one compelling water companies 
to supply meters at their own expense, and mak- 
ing them responsible for their correctness ; one 
prohibiting foreign Insurance companies doing 
business in the State from entering into any 
pool to raise or maintain rates ; one regulating 
the rental for the use of one or more telephones ; 
one making trusts and combinations unlawful ; 
one to establish a trout hatchery near San Fran- 
cisco ; one permitting women to vote at munici- 
pal elections ; one authorizing the appointment 
of a State sanitary Inspector; one compelling 
Insurance companies to file an annual report of 
the number and names of persons insured, the 
kind and class of property, and the amount 
for which It is insured ; and a resolution memo- 
rializing Congress to pass a law permitting the 
loan of money on land up to sixty per cent of 
its value at two per cent. 



Indiana. — Among the bills introduced are : 
a bill making it unlawful for telegraph com- 
panies to maintain wires within thirty feet of 
any dwelling ; one regulating the sale of liquor ; 
one to tax mortgages ; one for the licensing of 
engineers in charge of steam boilers ; one pro- 
hibiting blinds, screens, or other obstructions 
for the seclusion of persons inside drinking 
places ; one prohibiting all gaming in bar-rooms ; 
one prohibiting the killing of quails; one pro- 
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vidlng that all roads shall be made straight and 
on the line between the owners of the adjacent 
lands thereto as far as practicable ; one to pre- 
vent deception in the manufacture and sale of 
dairy products; one prohibiting public officers 
from accepting free passes ; one raising the age 
of consent from fourteen to sixteen years ; one 
providing that illegitimate children shall be 
deemed the heirs of the father's estate and bear 
the name of the father; one to regulate the 
business of pawnbrokers; one providing for 
compulsory education; one permitting cities 
and towns to regulate junk-dealers and dealers 
in second-hand goods ; one requiring natural gas 
companies to obtain consent of adjacent land^ 
owners before laying gas pipes, and preventing 
the wasting of gas ; one to prohibit the playing 
of base-ball on Sunday; one requiting foreign 
insurance companies to keep on deposit with the 
State auditor a sum of money equal to the 
amount of premiums collected as shown by the 
semi-annual statement now required ; one requir- 
ing junk-dealers to keep register of all second- 
hand articles purchased, with name of vender 
' and description of article ; one for the inspec- 
tion of impure food; one raising the dog tax; 
one preventing the adulteration of candy ; one 
making eight hours a day's labor on public 
works; one compelling railroad companies to 
establish waiting-rooms; one establishing an 
industrial board of agriculture; one to relieve 
the Supreme Court by authorizing the appoint- 
ment of assistants; one providing for better 
security of money of minors and persons of 
unsound mind ; one abolishing all legal disabil- 
ities of married women to make contracts; one 
requiring the State inspector of mines to pass 
an examination under such rules as the State 
geologist shall deem necessary; one providing 
for the teaching of music In the public schools 
when a majority of the tax-payers wish It; one 
to protect bridges from traction engines; one 
requiring cigarette manufacturers to file an oath 
that the ingredients used in cigarettes not 
wholly of tobacco are not poisonous ; one com- 
pelling foreign loan associations to deposit with 
the State treasurer securities to the amount of 
two hundred thousand dollars; one compelling 
managers of State institutions to purchase 
native live-stock for consumption ; one provid- 
ing that civil cases shall be tried before eight 
jurors; and one making It a misdemeanor for 
travellers to carry any kind of weapon. The 
Senate passed a resolution instructing the 
State's representatives in Congress to secure 
the passage of a law that would protect the 
people from trusts and monopolies, and to vote 
for the repeal of the McKinley Bill. 



New York. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill requiring that canned goods must have 
stamped in raised letters on each can the date of 
the canning and the name of the manufacturer; 
a bill to reduce the pawnbrokers* license fee, 
and reducing their interest charges to one per 
cent; one pensioning old male teachers after 
thirty years' service, and female teachers after 
twenty-five years' service; and one providing 
for compulsory voting. Refusal to vote is to be 
regarded as a civil offence punishable by a $25 
fine. 

Texas. — Among the bills Introduced are : a 
bill to protect stock-raisers from ravages by 
wolves; one making the legal rate of interest 
six per cent; one prohibiting railroads from 
granting free passes to officers of the State, 
and prohibiting the officers from accepting 
them ; one requiring railroads to furnish sepa- 
rate coaches for white and colored passengers ; 
and one establishing a general ad valorem tax 
of fifteen cents on the hundred dollars. 



Washingrton. ~ Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill prohibiting the acceptance of bribes 
by legislators ; one creating a railroad commis- 
sion and fixing maximum rates ; one requiring 
railroad companies to fence tracks ; one to pro- 
tect laborers In the purchase of supplies Drom 
company stores; one to prevent railroad em- 
ployees from being forced to waive their rights 
for damages ; one creating a State board of hor- 
ticulture; one making eight hours a day's work 
for employees of State, county, or municipal 
contractors and officers; one protecting rail- 
road employees and forbidding certain rules and 
agreements ; one prohibiting the employment of 
armed bodies of detectives and private police; 
one providing that nine jurors may render a ver- 
dict in civil cases; one establishing a State 
bureau of labor statistics; one to protect trout; 
one providing for the weekly payment of wages ; 
one permitting the poor to sue without paying 
costs in advance ; one creating a board of health ; 
one making trusts and pools illegal; and one 
authorizing labor unions to adopt labels, and 
providing punishment for fraudulent use of 
them. ^__ 

South Dakota. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are : a bill to prohibit keeping open bar- 
ber-shops and bath-rooms on Sunday ; one pro- 
hibiting the sale of firearms to Indians and half- 
breeds ; one fixing passenger rates on railroads ; 
one providing for a bounty of five dollars on 
wolves, and excluding Indians from the priv- 
ilege ; one abolishing the law providing for an 
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inspector of mines ; one abolishing tlie office of 
commissioner of immigration ; and one abolish- 
ing the office of State engineer of irrigation. 



New Jersey. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill prohibiting the issue of policies by 
insurance companies on children under ten years 
of age; one enabling boards or improvement 
commissions to regulate driving on public 
streets; one regulating the catching of trout 
and salmon ; one providing for payment of em- 
ployees every two weeks; one abolishing the 
poll-tax; one prohibiting the killing of reed 
birds within one half mile of their roosting 
places; one forbidding shooting of quail for 
five years; one providing that no insurance 
policy shall become forfeited for non-payment 
after two years' premiums have been paid ; one 
providing for a Saturday half -holiday for workers 
in factories and shops; one making ten hours 
a legal day's work for railroad employees ; and 
one prohibiting fishing with eel pots or baskets. 



Tennessee. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill making it the duty of parents and 
guardians to send children between six and 
fourteen years of age to school ; one to give the 
grand jury inquisitorial powers In cases of 
cruelty to animals, drunkenness in office, and 
public drunkenness; one making the use of 
abusive language pleadable before a jury : one 
to regulate the prices of telegraph messages; 
one to reduce the salaries of judges; one to 
make the carrying or hauling of seed cotton 
between the hours of sunrise and sunset a mis- 
demeanor ; one making it a felony to seduce an 
unmarri d female of previous chaste character; 
one making it a felony to keep a house of ill- 
fame : and one to discourage divorce by prohibit- 
ing the bringing of suits without executing 
bonds for costs. 



Pennsylvania. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are : a bill to exempt miners, mechanics, 
and other laborers from charges of conspiracy 
when they gather to discuss wage questions or 
strikes; one authorizing the auditor-general to 
examine the condition of banking corporations ; 
one providing for uniformity of policies issued 
by fire-insurance companies ; one making trusts 
unlawful; one placing a tax of one cent per ton 
on coal mined in the anthracite region, the sum 
raised to form a ftind for the benefit of injured 
miners or families of killed miners ; one com- 
pelling pipe line and petroleum storage concerns 
to transport oil at twelve cents per barrel for 
the first fifty miles, and three cents for each 
additional fifty; one abolisliing the death pen- 



alty ; one c impelling reporters or agents of mer- 
cantile concerns to take out licenses as de- 
tectives, and holding them responsible for 
false Information; and one defining Sabbath 
labor, and making It lawful to sell cigars and ice- 
cream, to print, sell, and deliver newspapers, 
run street cars, keep barber* shops open, sell and 
deliver milk, and to sell, but not to deliver, ice, 
fish, and meat. 



Missouri. — Among the bills introduced are : 
a bill establishing a new freight class covering 
melons and fixing a minimum rate thereon; a 
bill requiring mine owners to pay employees 
every ten days ; a bill prohibiting the employ- 
ment of locomotive engineers who have not had 
three years' experience and who are not of good 
moral character ; a bill to establish a bureau of 
immigration to Induce Investment of capital 
from abroad and invite Industrious men to settle 
In the State ; one requiring telegraph offices to 
keep open day and night, except Sunday night, 
in all cities having more than five thousand In- 
habitants ; one to prevent grocery stores from 
carrying on a dram-bhop business ; one to estab- 
lish a bureau of immigration In connection with 
the labor bureau ; one to tax property acyoining 
reclaimed swamp land for expense of drainage ; 
one prohibiting the employment of miners under 
fourteen in mines and workshops ; one requiring 
physicians who compound prescriptions to be 
registered pharmacists ; one to reduce the causes 
for which divorce can be secured ; one requir- 
ing railroads to publish a list of all employees 
receiving salaries of $1,200 and more; one pro- 
hibiting the sale of cigarettes to minors under 
twenty years of age ; and one authorizing notary- 
publics to solemnize marriages. 



Nebraslca. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill repealing the bounty on sugar; one 
abolishing the office of oil inspectors ; one pre- 
venting any one from acquiring more than three 
hundred and twenty acres of land; one fixing 
the rental of telephones at three dollars per 
month ; one prohibiting the giving and accept- 
ing of free passes ; one providing for the cumu- 
lative system of voting for members of the 
Legislature; one requiring railroads to keep 
guards at each end of switch rails ; one making 
eight hours a day's work for mechanics, labor- 
ers, and domestic servants ; one giving munici- 
pal sufl)rage to women; one prohibiting the 
issuing of watered stock by railroad corpora- 
tions ; one compelling railroads to name stations 
the same as the village or town ; one abolishing 
national guards and providing for the enrol- 
ment of all able-bodl<:d citizens as State militia; 
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and one providing for an inspector of mines 
and manufacturing establishments. A resolution 
was adopted, authorizing the appointment of a 
committee to correspond with the Legislatures 
of Texas, Minnesota, Colorado, and other States, 
and determine upon a common rate of interest 
as low as practicable. 



Illinois. — Among the bills introduced are : 
one to prevent the manufacture of counterfeit 
bucter and cheese, such counterfeits to be 
stamped and colored pink ; one prohibiting life- 
insurance agents from giving policies without 
payment of premiums to persons soliciting busi- 
ness for them; one prohibiting the giving and 
receiving of free passes ; one making lobbying 
unlawful; one authorizing cities and villages 
to maintain gas works and electric plants ; one 
providing that a railway company shall secure 
the consent of a majority of the property own- 
ers from terminal to terminal, instead of a 
majority In each block or mile ; one protecting 
hospital patients who die under treatment ; one 
legalizing slave marriages ; one providing a pen- 
alty for giving or receiving money for votes ; 
one preventing sleeping-car companies from 
charging high prices ; one allowing a bounty of 
three cents to every Inhabitant killing an Eng- 
lish sparrow; one subjecting mine managers 
and pit bosses to an examination ; and one author- 
izing special examiners to make at least one 
examination a year of all private banks. 



Minnesota. — Among the bills Introduced 
are : one prohibiting contract work In State or 
county or city work ; one establishing a board 
of Immigration; one repealing the act to en- 
courage mining ; one requiring railroad commis- 
sioners to report the actual cost of all roads and 
the amount of aid received In land ; one to pre- 
vent Incompetent persons from engaging In 
plumbing; one prohibiting prlze-flghtlng ; one 
providing for the dlstilbutlon of seed grain to 
farmers whose crops were destroyed by hall, 
storm, or blight In 1890; one to regulate the 
practice of dentistry, medicine, and veterinary 
surgery ; one prohibiting employers from with- 
holding wages of workmen leaving them with- 
out notice; one prohibiting employers from 
making deductions when paying wages In ad- 
vance; one making fifty-two pounds a legal 
bushel of buckwheat Instead of forty-two ; one 
requiring street-car companies to notify the 
public that the car Is full when all the seats are 
taken, persons not so notified not to be charged ; 
and one to repeal all laws for the payment of a 
bounty for killing wolves. The payment of 



these bounties has for the past seven or eight 
years been a serious strain upon the State treas- 
ury. Since 1885 the amount paid out In boun- 
ties has been largely Increased each year, until 
the annual appropriation has become entirely 
Inadequate to meet the demands. During cer- 
tain months of the year the bounty is only three 
dollars per scalp, while during other months It 
Is five dollars. It Is alleged that In certain coun- 
ties certain persons have been in the habit of 
farming wolves, and also of keeping the wolf 
cubs In captivity during the months when their 
scalps were worth only three dollars until the 
five-dollar months came around. It is also 
alleged that wolf scalps have been imported 
from other States, and that, generally speaking, 
the bounty system has been grossly abused. 



Kansas. — Among the bills introduced are : 
a bill making it unlawful to give any member of 
the Legislature money or other valuable things 
for his vote, and providing for the punishment 
of members asking or accepting a bribe; one 
making It a felony for any one to act as a lobby- 
ist, or for any one to employ an a^^ent to secure 
the passage of a measure; one conferring on 
women the right to vote at National and State 
elections, and the right to hold any ofSice ; one 
giving the Board of Railroad Commissioners 
power to fix rates; one prohibiting railroad 
companies from retaining money out of the 
wages of their employees for any purpose ; one 
prohibiting railway companies from using pri- 
vate detective force during strikes; one com- 
pelling railway companies to use automatic 
couplers upon freight cars ; one making railroad 
companies liable for the killing or wounding of 
stock, irrespective of the fact whether such 
killing was caused by the company's negligence, 
and Irrespective of the fact as to whether the 
railway was fenced or not; one repealing the 
law authorizing companies to charge additional 
fares for failure to purchase tickets ; one making 
railways liable for damages caused by fire, 
whether there was negligence or not; and one 
compelling employers to pay wages weekly. 



North Dakota. — Among the bills Intro- 
duced are : a bill providing for a uniform system 
of free text-books ; one to protect laborers em- 
ployed on threshing machines ; one to encourage 
the use of native coal in State institutions ; and 
one to indemnify farmers losing crops by hall. 



The South Dakota Legislature has passed a 
resolution memorializing Congress for seed 
wheat for the drought-stricken districts. 
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JUDICIAL. 

A case of importance to trades-unions was 
recently decided In the Brooklyn (N. Y.) City 
Court. The complainant belonged to a brick- 
layers' union. He was ordered to strike, and 
obeyed the order, but afterwards returned to 
work without obtaining permission. For this 
he was expelled, and fined $75. He brought suit 
to compel the union to reinstate him, remit the 
fine, and pay him $400 damages sustained by 
loss of employment consequent upon his expul- 
sion. The Court dismissed his suit and imposed 
the costs on him. 



The New Orleans District Court decided 
against the Louisiana Lottery Company in the 
mandamus suit brought by the Lottery Company 
to compel the Secretary of State to promulgate 
the Lottery amendment to the Constitution, 
passed by the last Legislature, in order that the 
people might vote on it at the next election. 
He refused to do this, on the ground that the 
amendment was never properly passed by the 
Legislature, having been vetoed by the gov- 
ernor. The suit, therefore, was to decide 
whether the people shall have a right to vote on 
extending the charter of the Lottery Company 
twenty-five years or not. The district judge 
refu2»ed the mandamus. The company will 
carry the question to the Supreme Court. If 
the Supreme Court affirms the decision of the 
lower tribunal, it will prevent an extension of 
the lottery's charter. 



Vice Chancellor Von Fleet, of Newark, N. J., 
ordered a clerk earning $11 a week to pay his 
wife $3.50 a week for the support of herself 
and child and to pay her taxed bill of costs. 
The clerk produced a paper which his wife had 
signed immediately after their marriage, releas- 
ing him from all responsibility incurred by the 
marriage ceremony. But the Vice Chancellor 
held that **no matter what the clerk's Intention 
or purpose was In engaging in the marriage 
ceremony, — admit that It was simply to confer 
legitimacy upon the child when it should be 
bom — there can be no doubt that by it he be- 
came the husband of complainant, and as such 
subject to all the duties that the relation im- 
poses. Any other conclusion would, as I view 
the defendant's conduct, permit him to practise 
a fraud upon the complainant even more offen- 
slve to justice than the original wrong." 



A decision of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court establishes the right of city officials to 
decide what kind of paving should be laid, and 



to charge the owners of abutting property with 
the cost of Improved pavements. Railway com- 
panies cannot be compelled to pay the costs of 
original paving on streets which were not paved 
when their tracks were laid. 



The United States Supreme Court has ren- 
dered a decision in one of the dressed-beef cases 
arising out of State legislation, having for Its 
object restriction of the sale of meats by firms 
outside the State. A Virginia statute makes It 
an offbnce to offer for sale fresh meats slaugh- 
tered more than one hundred miles from the 
place of sale, unless first inspected, the com- 
pensation to the inspector to.be one cent a pound. 
It was contended that this statute interfered 
with interstate commerce, and therefore was 
unconstitutional. 

The Court sustains this contention, saying in 
the opinion: — 

" The statute is in effect a prohibition upon the 
sale In Virginia of beef, veal, or mutton, although* 
entirely wholesome, if it be the product of animals 
slaughtered one hundred miles or more from the 
place of sale. It is in effect a prohibition, because, 
being required to pay the heavy charge of one cent 
a pound for inspection, p^^sons outside the State 
cannot compete upon equal terms in the markets of 
Virginia with local traders whose meats do not have 
to be inspected. 

" Undoubtedly a State may establish regulations 
to protect the people against the sale of unwhole- 
some meats, but it may not, under the guise of ex- 
erting Its police powers, or of enacting inspection 
laws, make discriminations against the products 
and industries of some of the States in favor of 
the products and industries of its own or other 
States. The statute under consideration, by reason 
of the onerous nature of the tax imposed in the 
name of compensation to the ^inspector, goes far 
beyond the purposes of legitimate inspection to 
determine the quality and condition of meat brought 
from a distance, and by its necessary operaUon 
obstructs the freedom of commerce among the 
States." 

The United States Supreme Court, reversing 
a decision of the Supreme Court of Utah, held 
that the Territorial laws of Utah permit illegiti- 
mate children of plural wives to inhenit prop- 
erty from the father, and that the later legislation 
of Congress does not abrogate this right of 
illegitimate children. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

The Lake Seamen's Unions have decided to 
withdraw from the Knights of Labor, and to 
form an independent organization, which will 
amalgamate with the seamen's organizations on 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
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The English Federation of miners talk of 
working only five days a week. The member- 
ship of the Federation is 127,000. 



The Louisiana Farmers* Alliance has expelled 
nine members, who, being legislators, voted in 
favor of the Louisiana Lottery Company. 



The railroad switchmen in all the larger cities 
of the Northwest have been granted an advance 
in wages. In many cases, the advance amounts 
to five dollars per month. 



The London carpenters are at present agitat- 
ing for forty-seven hours per week, at twenty 
cents per hour; overtime to be paid double; 
travelling expenses on jobs over four miles 
from the bosses* shop ; no sub-letting nor piece- 
work ; suitable places to take meals. 



The eight-hour agitation in Australia began 
In 1855. After three years the fight was won 
for all the trades, the bosses coming down from 
ten to eight hours. For over thirty years the 
Australian workmen have had an eight-hour law, 
and there are almost no non-union men in the 
entire country. 



The Workingmen's Protective Association of 
America have issued a circular on Immigration, 
In which they ask that every Immigrant shall be 
obliged to Aimlsh to the authorities a certificate 
of good character from the official of his own 
country, and to pay a fee of ten dollars. 



Resolutions were adopted at the Congress of 
the Knights of Labor of New York, demanding 
the passage of a bill by Congress creating a 
national department of labor, and a new Cabinet 
office for the head of this department, demand- 
ing Government ownership of railroads, mines, 
telegraphs, etc., and favoring weekly payment 
of Government employees. 



The different labor and farmers' organiza- 
tions oi Texas have amalgamated, and formed a 
State Citizens' Alliance, for the purpose of con- 
trolling political campaigns. In the platform, 
the Alliance demands: abolition of all class 
legislation, Government control of transporta- 
tion, the free coinage of silver and Increase of 
the circulating medium to not less than forty 
dollars per capita, and *' universal education." 



Bureaus of labor statistics have already- been 
created by twenty-one States: Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Ohio, New Jersey 



Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, New York Califor- 
nia, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Maryland, 
Kansas, Rhode Island {Nebraska, North Carolina, 
Maine, Minnesota, and Colorado. 



The Chicago and Erie Railroad employees are 
out on a strike. Some time ago one of the 
train despatchers was discharged, but all the 
despatchers demanded his reinstatement, and 
threatened a tie-up. The company promised to 
reinstate him at the end of thirty days. Its 
failure to do this is the cause of the present 
strike. Six hundred men are involved. The 
move is Indorsed by other railroad men. who 
promise to aid the strikers. 



The wages of five thousand Pittsburg Iron 
workers will be reduced ten per cent on Feb. 18. 



A dozen window-glass factories in Pittsburg 
have shut down on account of an over-stocked 
market and low prices. The temporary closing 
of many other glass factories Is expected. 



The laborers employed upon the works at 
Hare Island and Skibbereen (Ireland), com- 
menced by the Government for the relief of dis- 
tress existing among the poor of those neighbor- 
hoods, have struck for an Increase of wages. It 
Is believed that this action will cause the Gov- 
ernment to stop the work. 



IN GENERAL. 

The Swiss universities are said to be crowded 
with women students. Most of them are in the 
medical departments. 



It is reported that grain is rotting in Venez- 
uela for want of laborers to reap It. 



A German statistician recently ascertained that 
289 German school children had conmiltted sui- 
cide in the six years ending in 1888. 



The sheriff of Linn County, Iowa, has offend 
for sale at auction a stock of liquors taken from 
a saloon-keeper to satisfy an execution on a 
judgment for $300 against him for a violation 
of the Iowa prohibitory law. As this la the first 
Instance where ofllclals have advertised liquors 
for sale In a prohibition State, an Interesting 
law question arises, which the courts will be 
called upon to decide. 
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IBSEN AN INDIVIDUALIST. 

In a letter written some years ago to Dr. Georg 
Brandes, Henrik Ibsen declared himself in favor of 
Individualism as a political system, in terms which 
admit of no possibility of mistake. This letter has 
been published and has become public property, and 
although in the first place it was of a private nature, 
it may now be taken as an authoritative expression 
of the reformer's political creed. 

*' The State,*' he says, " is the curse of the individ- 
ual," and then proceeds to show, by examples, the 
truth of his statement. He ^t refers to Prussia, 
and points out that *' the municipal strength of that 
country was gained by the absorption of the individ- 
ual in the political and geographical idea." On the 
other hand, he instances the Jews as having retained 
their individuality intact through all these centu- 
ries, by reason of the fact that they have been free 
from the burdens of States and Municipality, which 
affect all other nations, and the result is the preser- 
vation of their nobility and freedom unimpaired. 

The State is but a temporal thing: it will pass 
away, like all other arbitrary forms, but the Individ- 
ual remains. The freedom which is conferred by 
governments upon individuals is worthless. Every 
individual has a birthright of "natural rights," 
which no government may take away ; but " the 
State " has been allowed to usurp these rights, and 
has secured a power of conferring privileges, common 
to all and compulsory upon all whether they will or 
no. This must pass too: it is artificial and illogical. 
Natural development may not be accomplished by 
unnatural means. 

"The State must be abolished," Ibsen further 
sajrs, and in any movement which had for its object 
such a consummation he declares he would gladly 
take a part. The idea of a commonwealth must be 
blown to the winds, and in its place he would sub- 
stitute " spontaneity and spiritual kinship," and in 
doing this, " there will be attained the beginning of 
a freedom that is of some value," — a freedom which 
is not wrested by force from an unwilling govern- 
ment, but a freedom commencing with birth, which 
maybe allowed to develop whithersoever it may. 
Nature will act as the only governing body required. 

These ideas Ibsen has worked out in his plays, 
which contain mauy studies of individual growth 
and development, in fact, each of his characters is a 
concrete example of the thesis advanced in this im- 
portant letter. Not to stray so far afield, however, 
we need only to refer to those dramas which deal 
with the politico-social question to see his ideas 
elaborated. 

In " The Pillars of Society," published six years 
after the date of the letter quoted above, we find the 
difficulties and dissatisfactions, the utter hollowness 
which underlies so many of our social relations and 
conventions, worked out to their logical and absurd 
conclusions. If we turn to " The League of Youth," 
dating two years before the letter, the whole fallacy 
of popular government is exposed, and in Stensgard 
we recognize unfortunately enough a character not 
uncommon in our midst to-day, the demagogue and 
mob-orator, who, to serve his own ends, influences 



the minds of the populace and stirs up their feelings, 
and then leaves them unsatisfied, either because he 
sees better chances for him^lf elsewhere, or because 
the results he has achieved do not prevent him from 
that feeling of disappointment necessarily eon- 
sequent on the course he has been pursuing. — JVea 
Life.'* 

In the course of an excellent and eloquent paper 
on the ** Migration of Labor," at the last dinner of 
the National Liberal Club Political Economy Circle, 
Mr. Hubert Llewellyn Smith said of the immigrant 
Jew: "He is an intense individualist. The eco- 
nomic strength and weakness of individualism form 
the economic strength and weakness of the East 
London Jewish community. Each for himself, un- 
restrained by the instinct of combination, pushes 
himself upward in the industrial scale. His stand- 
ard of life readily adapts itself to his improved coiv- 
dition at every step. We have here all the conditions 
of the economist satisfied : mobility perfect ; compe- 
tition unremitting and unsparing; pursuit of gain 
an all-powerful motive ; modifying conditions almost 
absent ; combination practically inoperative. If we 
would see in miniature the effects of unchecked 
Individualism in the economic world we may see 
them in the Jewish community of East London."— 
Personal Bights Journal 



In Austria, legislators are paid $5 a day. 

In Germany members of both Houses receive about 
$2.60 per day. 

In France members of each House receive the 
same, — $5 per day. 

In Greece the senators get $100 per month, and the 
deputies $50. 

In Belgium each member of the Chamber of 
Representatives gets $85 a month. 

In Denmark the members of the Landsthingeach 
receive about $3.76 a day. 

In Portugal the Peer and Commons are paid the 
same sum, which is about $335 a year. 

In Spain the members of the Cortes are not paid 
for their services, but enjoy many advantages and 
immunities. 

In Switzerland the members in the National Coun- 
cil get $2.60 per day, and the Council of State, the 
Lower House, $1.60 

In Italy the senators and deputies are not paid at 
all, but they are allowed travelling expenses and 
certain other privileges. 

England is the only country where members of 
Parliament are not only unpaid but have no special 
rights or privileges whatever. 



The Federation of Women's Clubs has a mem- 
bership of sixty-eight clubp, representing twenty- 
three States of the Union. Sorosis, the mother 
of them all, was founded twenty-two years ago. 
Close to her came the New England Woman's 
Club ; and others have sprung np all over the 
country, each with a most definite purpose to 
accomplish. 

* The clipping headed " The Bweet ReaaonableneM of the 
Law," in No. 85, aboold have been credited to Free Life, to 
whom we tender onr late aoknowledgmenta. 
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TO-DAr, JAN. 29, 1891. 

A record of the facts and considerations tohich 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States, and that, therefore, Legislative 
Jtegvlation is injurious for them, 

J. MoBRiBON-FuLLBB, Waltbb C. Rob>, Edlton. 

A good deal of peaceful law-breaking is 
sometimes the best safety-valve against the 
foolishness of our legislators. — Auheron Her- 
bert, 



One fact which the controversy raised by 
the resignation of Mr. Smith from the super- 
intendence of the so-called Social work of the 
Salvation Army has elicited, is the eminently 
hierocralic character of that body. " Head- 
quarters " is the term used by its defenders 
and critics alike to denote the unquestioned 
source of (hitherto) unquestioned authority; 
very much as the " Vatican " is spoken of in 
an another connection. In the abstract the 
infallibility of " Gen.'' Booth may not be 
admitted, but in the concrete that assump- 
tion seems to prevail. 

It is reported that a bill is now before the 
Michigan Legislature to repeal the so-called 
Bennett law, on which the last campaign 
turned, and to substitute for it a simple Com- 
pulsory Education law. But public schools 
will continue to be maintained, as heretofore, 
by taxation, and the gain to personal liberty 
and parental rights is small. The Bcnuett 
law was obnoxious to Catholics and Luther- 
ans, who united with the Democratic party 
at the poll, and their objection to the law 
arose fiom the license it gave to Bible reading 
in the schools, and the compulsory use of 
English in teaching. 

Since Washington retired from office, in 
1797, there have been twenty-four elections 
for President, all but one of which, namely, 
Monroe's, in i820, have been contested by 
two or more candidates. Nine times, nearly 
two-fifths of the contested elections, the Presi- 
dent has failed to receive a majority of the 
popular vote. In a word, the " Electoral Col- 
lege" fiction has defeated the will of the 
majority as expressed at the poll, twice out of 
every five elections. Dating its existence 
from 1854, the Republican party has lived 
through nine elections, seating its candidate 
in seven cases; in four of which the party did 
not receive a majority of the popular vote. 



The valuable list given in No. 36 of To- 
day of the bills introduced in several Stale 
Legislatures, namely, in those of New York, 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Nebraska, Minne- 
sota, and California, is not, I believe, a com- 
plete list of the bills now before these Legis- 
latures, but it is as complete a list as could be 
obtained from the daily papers. There are 
now at least eighteen Legislatures in session, 
besides Congress. Every elTori will be made 
to keep track of their proceedings in these 
pages. The proportion of socialistic bills to 
the total is about the same in all the States — 
namely about nine in ten. The ratio of 
socialistic measures to become law will be 
much smaller, probably not greater than three 
in four. At the end of the sessions the gain 
of socialism and the loss of personal liberty 
will be considerable. The summary is con- 
tinued in this paper. 

At first glance, the fears of the Bussian 
editor who regards the tuberculosis lymph of 
Dr. Koch as a military implement seem 
somewhat extravagant. But a little reflec- 
tion will show that his apprehensions, if 
extravagant, are so merely because he ex- 
aggerates, in all probability, the therapeutic 
importance of Dr. Koch's discovery. Once 
assume that this lymph possesses the aston- 
ishing efficacy which has been cljiimed for it, 
and that the German Government would be 
able to monopolize its production or manufec- 
ture, or whatever the correct description may 
be, and no supposition as to the use that 
would be made of the monopoly is improb- 
able. The truth is, however, that if the 
superlative virtues of the lymph vanish before 
gaze of science, it would not be the first time 
that Dr. Koch discovered something that had 
no existence. 

The capacity of the American lecture-going 
public for bosh has been put to a severe test 
during the last few months; and Mr. Stanley 
has shown himself a man of very versatile tal- 
ents and many accomplishments. The prodig- 
iousness of his deeds is only surpassed by the 
muititudinousness of his words. He crosses 
Africa, and reminds himself of Livingstone, 
Xenophon, Alexander; he apostrophizes rivers 
in measures which remind his friends of Vir- 
gil; and he harangues American audiences 
with the success that can be attained only by 
the unstinted use of bosh. In the mean 
while, he has not succeeded in showing why 
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the failure of his rear-guard should be altrib- 
uted to the use of precisely the same means of 
discipllDe to which he attributes his own suc- 
cess. Yet so much at least has been firmly 
established by the controversy in which he 
engaged, namely, that he, Stanley, used the 
same means for obtaiuing food from the 
natives, and used the same summary methods 
for punishing delinquents among his follow- 
ers, as were used by the officers whom he left 
to bring up the rear. Why these actions 
should be deemed just and humane when suc- 
cessfully consummated by Stanley, but vin- 
dictive and cruel when unsuccessfully tried by 
Bartelot, is not very clear to one who prefers 
to judge actions by some other test than the 
present appearance of good fortune. 

Hardly a week passes that we have not 
occasion to record progress among women in 
the formation of social and industrial clubs. 
There can be no doubt that, for better or for 
worse, these milestones mark the stages of a 
great social change. Women begin to take a 
larger part in the life of the society outside 
the family; and that this is a change for the 
better in their condition there can be little 
doubt. By far the greater part of the press 
still devotes itself to the attempt to throw 
contempt on the Woman's Bights movement. 
But there has been a change; an amusing 
illustration of the different tone now adopted 
from that formerly in vogue when speaking of 
Woman's Bights women is furnished by a 
recent number of our entertaining contempo- 
rary, X(/e. Not many years ago savage ridi- 
cule was the least these women could expect 
from any part of the press, and the ridicule 
too often passed over into coarse abuse. Life 
enjoys an opportunity to sneer at the suffra- 
gists immensely, and last week it determined 
to indulge its fancy. So the editor, having 
cast about for a fitting mark for his shaft, 
discovered, to his intense gratification, that 
the leaders of the early Woman's Bights agi- 
tation were growing old I That is indeed a 
very curious phenomenon. ^* And by the 
way," says he, looking around on his read- 
ers with the air of one giving the instruction 
which he pretends to ask for, — "by the way, 
are there any young women nowadays in the 
Woman's Bights business?" The "Mrs. 
Stanton, Miss Anthony, and the rest," to 
whom the writer alludes, however mistaken 
in their desire for and faith in the ballot, 



would need to live another lifetime, spent in 
diligently forgetting, in order to reach that 
perfect and beatified state of ignorance in 
which their would-be detractor passes his 
blond and blissful youth. I suppose he is 
blond. I do not know exactly why, but I think 
his guileless nature must shine from soft blue 
eyes. Fastidious curls modestly conceal a 
lofty brow, and a silky beard disguises the 
massive features of a too intellectual coun- 
tenance. Live on, unsophisticated youth I 
What would the world be without thee? 
Yes, " Mrs. Stanton, Miss Anthony, and the 
rest" grow old. May your cerulean eyes 
sparkle with perpetual innocence, nor wrinkles 
ever mar your classic front. Go! Get thee 
to a — a — a barber; Gol 



The editors of Liberty are much 
Col^^i^ happier in criticizing each, other 
than in criticizing third parties. 
(I will say here, parenthetically, that their 
last two articles commenting on To-Day are 
altogether too trivial to demand attention 
from me.) They are now engaged in de at- 
ing the question whether copyright violates 
the law of equal freedom cr not; and their 
remarks give one at once a favorable impres- 
sion of their skill as disputants. In the last 
number they carried the war into Africa, — 
that is, to Spencer. This is a favorable stage 
to be reached in almost any dispute about 
social facts or principles; and I think I may 
say a word in this connection without seem- 
ing to intrude. 

Are patents and copyrights sanctioned by 
the law of equal freedom? asks Mr. Tucker. 
Let me ask Mr. Tucker a question: What 
patents, what copyrights, are to be measured 
by the law of equal freedom? Do you know, 
I very much fear that the whole difficulty on 
the staff of Liberty lies right here. 

Let me begin by admitting that Spencer's 
qualification of the absolute right of property 
in ideas is irredeemably weak. This admis- 
sion ought at once to put me on good terms 
with Mr. Tucker, though whether I shall es- 
cape from Mr. Yarros without a broken head 
I cannot tell. Perhaps I may save myself by 
proceeding to defend his side of the original 
question. Spencer says: — 

..." in consequence of the probability, 
or perhaps we may say the certainty, that the 
causes leading to the evolution of a new idea 
in our mind will eventually produce a like 
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result in some other mmd, the claim above 
set forth [right of property in ideas] must 
not be admitted without limitation. . . . The 
laws of patent and copyright express this 
qualification by confining the inventor's or the 
author's privilege within a certain term of 
years." 

This qualification seems to me untenable, 
and the argument quite lacking in cogency. 
I believe that the right of properly in ideas 
is too obvious to be dwelt on at all ; and the 
right, once existing, is perpetual, and cannot 
be qualified by anything whatever. Neither 
does Mr. Tucker say anything, so far as 1 can 
discover, which even tends to alter this posi- 
tion. What he constantly shows is that the 
law of equal freedom is violated, not by 
patent and copyright but by certain (existing) 
patent and copyright laws. He says : — 

"The man who uses his knowledge secretly 
abridges no one's liberty of action. . . . But from 
the momenl a patent or copyright is granted, no 
other man is ' free to acquire the same facts — to 
elaborate from them, if he can, the same new ideas, 
— and in a similar manner employ those new ideas 
for his private advantage ' ; and that is why the law 
of equal freedom forbids copyrights and patents." 

(Surely, Mr. Tucker should not have said 
that any existing patent or copyright law pre- 
vents a man from acquiring facts or elaborat- 
ing ideas). Elsewhere he remarks: — 

** Now that is precisely what the law of copjrright 
does. It denies in advance the possibility that the 
so-called pirate could have accomplished the work 
independently, and, worse still, declares that, 
whether he did or not, he is in either case a pirate 
in the eye of the law, against whom the owner of 
the copyright must be protected." 

In short, Mr. Tucker's argument in No* 
176 (and that is the only argument I shall 
allude to) consists wholly and merely in the 
statement of a case against existing copy- 
right laws. In my opinion, he states a 
strong case. He shows that they violate 
the law of equal freedom. But what in the 
world this has to do with the question of 
proporty in ideas I confess myself quite un- 
able to discover. 

What is the state of the case then? It is 
simply this : A man originates an idea and 
embodies it in literature. The idea is his; 
that collocation of words is his. If any one 
els^ wishes to become sharer in that idea, let 
him originate it for himself — spin it out of his 
own bowels — or let him pay the other for im- 
parting it to him. Not only the man who 



wants to learn the idea to-day, not alone the 
man who wants to learn the idea to-morrow, 
or seventeen years hence, but all men, for all 
time, as long as they continue to want to 
share in the idea which another has origi- 
nated, shall pay the owner ef that idea for the 
right to share it with him; or they shall origi- 
nate the idea tliemselves. Spencer's qualifi- 
cation about the probability of another man's 
originating the same idea is utterly irrelevant. 
It simply has nothing to do with the matter. 
It does not even relate to the question under 
considcmtion ; it is a hasty and inadequate 
generalization. If another man originates 
the same idea as the former, if he embodies 
it in literature and ofiers it for sale as bis 
property, I confess, and confess witliout 
shame, my inability to see why he is not as 
much within his right, and as much entitled 
to protection, as his predecessor. This is 
what, me jvdice, Mr. Tucker really demon- 
strates, however different his aim; and the 
point is an important practical conclusion. 
Mr. Tucker's indictment of patent and copy- 
right laws is fully sustained; as to his indict- 
ment of patent and copyright, it is simply not 
existent. 

But here a question seems to intrude itself 
into the controversy which really has no 
proper place there. How is the ownership of 
the second originator to be determined; bow 
is it to be established that the wares he offers 
for sale are really his, and not the property 
of his predecessor, from whom he has simply 
cribbed? The best reply I can imagine to 
this question is that made by Mr. Tucker him- 
self, as follows : — 

*' In discussing the propriety of considering degrees 
of probability, Mr. Simpson fails to distingaish 
between the weighing of evidence and the framing 
of laws. The question of probability rightly enters 
into the former, but not into the latter. A man on 
trial for stealing the ' Angelus ', should he make the 
defence supposed [that he had painted it himself], 
would have his evidence weighed against opposing 
evidence as a question of fact." . . . 

That correctly represents the dilemma. 
And the fact that a wrong decision might be 
reached on the evidence adduced has no ten- 
dency whatever to invalidate the absolute 
right of both originators to the product of 
their brains. So far as copyright i» concerned, 
it is manifest that a skilful rascal might make 
alterations in the wording of a book through- 
out, and render it exceedingly difficult to 
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determine the question of fact. In these days 
of expert testimony, it is improbable that suc- 
cessful frauds of this kind could be consum- 
mated. The hand of the thief could be 
detected. But even if it could not, the fact 
would remain, that the true originator of the 
ideas has a right of ownership in them; and 
the inability of the courts, either those of the 
tyrant state, or the voluntary organizations 
which might (conceivably) usurp its place, 
to protect his rights is merely his misfortune. 
It is perfectly obvious that if this is true of 
one originator, it is true of all, — second, third, 
thousandth. The anticipation of their work 
by the first originator may make it more dif- 
ficult for the sucessors to prove their right; 
^ut should the proof be rendered impossible, 
even, I say again, that is their misfortune, 
and does not invalidate their right; but 
neither does the contingency invalidate the 
right of their predecessor. 

Being unable to comprehend the remarks of 
Mr. Tucker on " discovery," " production," 
*' ideas being there to be found," I will sue 
for mercy at his hands, by keeping silence on 
these wonderful distinctions. 

To summarize briefly the view which I do 
feel competent to entertain in consequence of 
having attended to the law of equal freedom, 
and to violations of it, this seems to me to be 
the position of the copyright controversy : — 
A man's right to think, and, if he can, to dis- 
cover facts, is an inherent right which it is a 
physical impossibility to violate (except, of 
course, by taking his life or liberty, when this 
right is violated together with others). 
Having discovered something, that something 
is his: his to keep, his to sell; and he has a 
perpetual and inalienable right to sell that 
something for whatever he can get for it. 
This is not a right which it is a physical im- 
possibility to violate, and accordingly govern- 
ments have proceeded to violate it. They 
have given a monopoly, or rather have tried 
to, not, indeed, in all probability, to the first 
originator, but to the first originator of the 
idea, to apply for copyright (patent). The 
inherent and perpetual right of others is 
thereby violated, and the law of equal free- 
dom infringed. A collocation of words is, as 
Mr. Tucker claims, a discovery the same as 
any other discovery, and a monopoly of a par- 
ticular literary form is equally an infringe- 
ment of the law of equal freedom. The 
questions whether or not a man did discover 



the fact, originate the idea, or compose the 
words are questions of fact which must be 
tried in accordance with such rules of evi- 
dence as we may be able to apply, tried on the 
evidence adduced in each case, and judged 
with such intelligence as a stingy or bountiful 
nature may have vouchsafed us. If any one 
chooses to believe that the practical result of 
this theory would be to confer a monopoly on 
the (apparently) first finder of an intellectual 
treasure, he may indeed do so; but I choose 
not to agree with him. Mr. Tucker produces 
no evidence to show that this result would 
follow. 

The absolute right of the author to the 
products of his brain, therefore, has no need 
of the qualification Spencer suggested, nor of 
any other qualification. Laws which exclude 
subsequent originators are what need qualifi- 
cation, and serious qualification. This dis- 
covery — for which I beg to acknowledge my 
indebtedness to Mr. Tucker— does not tempt 
me to doubt the right of the thinker to sell 
his thoughts, and to prevent others from 
selling his thoughts. With Mr. Tucker, of 
course, the case is different. Being such 
an extravagant admirer of the State and 
all its ways, when he discovers that some- 
thing is wrons: he naturally seeks to find 
the cause anywhere rather than in the halls 
of legislation. According to hun, the legisla- 
tors, doubtless, are partly to blame; but the 
original sin is with the authors, for claim- 
ing what is not theirs. 



OUR NATIONAL GREATNESS. 

A writer in the FortnigJUly Review speaks 
of the United States as '^ a nation great 
only in regard to the number of its popula- 
tion and to the extent of its territory." It 
must be admitted that he has hit upon the 
chief claims we make to national greatness, 
the additional ones being the cities we have 
built, the railroads we have constructed, 
the manufactures we have established, the 
cereals and vegetables we have grown. 
There is a very good reason why we should 
choose this standard of greatnes**, for, tried 
by it, we are one of the greatest nations of 
the earth. Another reason is, that it is 
chiefly on account of our numbers ai 
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wealth that we have power and influence in 
the world. Suppose only a short and nar- 
row strip of the Atlantic coast were in- 
habited, that strip containing only one sraall 
city, and that city the modern equivalent of 
Athens in the time of Pericles. Is it likely 
that we should have as much influence upon 
other nations in our own generation as we 
have how? Doubtless, our posthumous 
fame and influence would be immeasurably 
greater, but hardly our present. 

But what so superior claims to greatness, 
what so great achievements to which they 
can point with assurance, have the four or 
five leading countries of Europe that they 
can afl'ord to slur our claims? Italy and 
Germany have in recent years achieved 
what they are pleased to call freedom and 
union ; but we did that a hundred years ago. 
France has apparently settled down to a 
Republican form of government; but in 
this she is only following our example, and 
she can hardly be said to have improved 
upon it. England has extended the fran- 
chise, until at last her form of government 
is as democratic as ours. She has also 
extended her conquests, but the day has 
gone by when much glory was to be obtained 
by robbing savages of their territory. The 
military achievements of European coun- 
tries since the time of Napolean have not 
been of a kind to excite much admiration, 
even among schoolboys, and the greatest 
war during the latter half of the present 
century was fought in this country. In 
regard to social questions, the greatest 
cause we have for despondency is the fact 
that our social and industrial relations are 
becoming like those of European countries. 

In literature, art, science, and philosophy 
we must take a second place, and, in so far 
as greatness consists in the successful pur- 
suit of these, we can hardly be admitted to 
the first rank among nations. Our litera- 
ture, art, and philosophy are distinctly infe- 
rior to the literature, art, and philosophy of 
three or four nations which might be named, 
and we have never produced a supreme mas- 
ter of either. In science we make little 



better showing ; we have scientific workers 
in abundance, but few scientific thinkers, 
and none of the first order. These, how- 
ever, are pursuits for the few ; except the 
material results of science, which all share 
in a measure, it is impossible for the great 
majority in a nation to possess sufficient 
culture to enjoy the best literature and the 
best art. In a nation consisting of a few 
thousand citizens and many thousand 
slaves nearly all the citizens may be culti- 
vated, and live a life full of higher enjoy- 
ments and excellent to contemplate, as the 
Athenians did in their best days. The same 
may be suid of a country consisting of a 
leisure class and a much larger working- 
class, as is the case with the leading coun- 
tries of Europe, and as is becoming the 
case with us. The working-class performs 
for the leisure class the services which the 
slaves performed for the Athenian citizens, 
namely, supports them, and the leisure class 
is supposed to confer a compensation upon 
the working class by offering ihem an ex- 
ample of a complete life, which example 
cannot fail to exert a humanizing influence 
upon them. 

We have not done much worthy of admi- 
ration in literature, art, and philosophy, 
paitly because we have almost to a man 
been so absorbed in seeking those things 
upon which we found our chief claims to 
greatness, partly because we have been so 
willing, in the case of the first two, to imi- 
tate other nations, partly for other reasons. 
We had an example of the unlikeliness that 
a nation will produce a great literature by 
consciously imitating even the best models 
in the case of the Romans. Of course it 
would be too much to say that the Latin 
authors would have written better if they 
had not used the Greeks as models, but it 
is a very severe criticism of a literature to 
say that it is only an imitation of a superior 
article. The observation is not to be over- 
looked simply becau^ e it is trite that litera- 
ture and art are concerned chiefly with ex- 
pression, while science and philosophy are 
concerned chiefly with things and ideas. 
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Our lack of the highest success in the two 
former may be due to our not having any- 
thing to express^ or to our want of skill in 
expression. 

Our intense pursuit of mateiial things 
during the period of our national infancy 
and youth may be analogous to the devel- 
opment of an individual dunng the corre- 
sponding periods. In the latter case, the 
forces of growth are largely directed to 
building up the body, and to the acquisition 
of those powers of the mind concerned with 
the immediate intercourse with the environ- 
ment, the higher powers not appearing until 
later. 80, in our national life, it may be 
that after our material growth is complete 
our activities will follow other directions 
and we shall turn out higher products. 
This growth is not yet complete. A liberal 
estimate places our annual production of 
wealth at $200 per capita. Now two hun- 
dred dollars' worth of the necessaries and 
luxuries of life is not enough to meet per- 
fectly the demands of the physical nature 
for a year, even if the product were divided 
equally. Moreover, the best enci*gies of the 
people at large are occupied in obtaining 
that which will support the physical life, 
and not much can be left for the apprecia- 
tion of art and literature. From the stand- 
point of the ages, it is perhaps worth while 
that many should go hungry in order that a 
great literary work may be produced or a 
great discovery in science be made, but it 
is very hard to convince one who is actually 
hungry of this. 

It may be said that the older nations never 
passed through any such period — in fact 
that they are only arriving at it now, and 
that their best literary work was done 
before reaching it This only tends to 
show what has been contended for in case 
of ourselves, that if a nation devotes all its 
energies to the pursuit of wealth it will find 
this a hinderance to success in what are 
called higher pursuits. The hope for us — 
as for the world in general — is that in the 
long course of time we shall pass through 
this stage. It is much easier to produce a 



given quantity of food and of clothing, or 
to build a house, now than it was fifty years 
ago. If the progress of invention contin- 
ues, it may be that nations will be able to 
produce enough of these articles to supply 
their wants without devoting all their atten- 
tion to the task. 

There is, then, no necessary cause for 
discouragement in the fact that we have not 
yet produced a great national literature, a 
national ait, a national philosophy (one can 
hardly speak of a national science) . This 
fact does not in the least prove that we shall 
not some day be great in a sense which 
would satisfy the writer in the Fortnightly, 
There are other facts, however, which 
should prevent us from indulging in too 
sanguine anticipations. Last November 
the present age was characterized as an 
" age of discontent " over the whole of the 
civilized world by one whom the world is 
very ready to listen to, Mr. James Bryce. 
Forty years ago four objects were specially 
desired by those who wished for the happi- 
ness of the world, namely : — 

Political liberty. 

Freedom of thought, speech, and wor- 
ship. 

ITie so-called principle of nationalities, 
f. e., the right of every nation to constitute 
a separate political community'. 

International peace. 

The first three of these have already been 
in large measure already attained, — at any 
rate the progress toward their complete at- 
tainment has been very great during the 
last half century. Personal despotism has 
almost everywhere given way, except in 
Russia ; several of the smaller nations, which 
were formerly oppressed, have won national 
independence, while in most parts of Europe 
a man may, with a few limitations, say, 
write, and teach whatever he pleases. It 
was thought forty years ago that securing 
these blessings would have a strong ten- 
dency to bring about universal peace. Wars 
were attributed either to the selfish ambi- 
tion of monarchs or to the ignorance and 
prejudice of their subjects. Nations mix 
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with one another more and know far more 
of one another now than they did then ; 
princes count for but little, and the issues 
of peace or war are ti^ansferred to the deci- 
sion of the people ; yet never before did 
the preparation for war take up so much of 
the attention and energy of nations as at 
present. The chance that the intense inter- 
national hatred which now exists will die 
out, and the vast armaments that make 
Europe a great camping-ground will be dis- 
banded without one of the most terrible 
wars the world has ever seen, is almost 
hopeless. 

This is only one instance in which the 
anticipations of forty years ago have been 
bitterly disappointed. The freedom which, 
it was thought, would almost turn Europe 
into a paradise has been attained in a de- 
gree that was scarcely hoped for, and yet 
the resemblance of Europe to pandemonium 
has hardly lessened. The reformers hoped 
for too much from humanity. They did 
not perceive that the same defects in human 
nature that made the tyranny of princes 
and courts possible would produce evil con- 
sequences even if princes and courts could 
be utterly done away. Now, faith in hu- 
manity is at a low ebb among thoughtful 
men. The improvement under an increased 
degree of freedom has been far less than 
was expected, and many are inclined to 
advocate another trial of coercion. If men 
will not walk in the right path of their own 
will, they must be compelled: force till 
right is ready. A little knowledge of bi- 
ology and psychology might have kept 
reformers of the last generation from their 
error, and might keep those of the present 
from despondency. 

Mr. Bryce is inclined to think that there 
is less discontent and disappointment in this 
country than abroad; though there is cer- 
tainly no less occasion for such feelings. 
The conditions under which this republic 
was founded wt re, on the whole, more fa- 
vorable than are ever likely to occur for 
another nation. The great extent of fertile 
territory to the occupation of which there 



was no serious impediment after the very 
first, and its position, sufficiently far away 
from hostile nations powerful enough to be 
dangerous, left us almost perfectly free to 
follow out our own destiny. The political 
institutions adopted, though not absolutely 
perfect, might, if worked by wise men, 
have been made nearly all that could be de- 
sired. It was absolutely necessary that the 
Constitution should confer some powers on 
Congress, and leave some to the State Gov- 
ernments ; and no instrument of that kind 
could by any possibility have prevented 
both the powers which it conferred and 
those which it left from being abused. This 
was exactly what happened. '* Coercive 
laws were passed of that very kind which 
it had been meant to make obsolete." 
There is less cause for encouragement in 
the political history of this country for the 
last century than in the history of Europe, 
because in the latter great progress has been 
made towards greater freedom, while in this 
country th«Te has been no progress in this 
direction at all ; and this not by any means 
because we enjoyed perfect freedom to start 
with. The modifications of our political 
institutions have not, on the whole, been 
for the better, and they are in their prac- 
tical working far removed from those 
proper to the ideal commonwealth which 
our fathers hoped to create. 

Even in the matter of producing wealth, 
though we have astonished the world by 
our feats in that direction, our achievements 
are not so very marvellous when the natural 
resources of the country are taken into con- 
sideration. As before remarked, we do 
not produce enough yearly to maintain our 
population in a very high degree of material 
comfort absolutely, however high it may be 
in comparison to that of less favored na- 
tions. With regard to the distribution of 
wealth, it would hardly be rash to predict 
that in a few years the United States will 
be the one country in the world where 
wealth is most unevenly distributed. We 
can bear a grossly uneven distribution 
better than most countries, because even 
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SO a larger amount will go to those who get 
the least. Still there are limits beyond 
which inequality^ of distribution is intoler- 
able. The stupendous fortunes which in- 
dividuals have been able to amass are 
doubtless due in part to the great inventions 
and modem methods of industry, and in 
so far as they are due to this cause we as 
a nation are not responsi*«le for them ; but 
they are also partly due to unjust laws and 
illegitimate acts of government, and for 
such laws we are responsible. The in- 
equalities of wealth which would be pro- 
duced by the natural causes acting alone 
would, without doubt, reach the extreme at 
which such inequalities would be beneficial ; 
the additional disparity produced by laws is 
an unqualified evil. 

The unequal distribution of wealth may 
have one compensating advantage : it may 
give us a leisure class here who will perform 
one of the functions that hereditary aris- 
tocracies have performed for other nations, 
namely, give a note to our national life 
which will find expression in literature and 
art. We already produce a large volume 
of what must be included under literature, 
just as art includes decorative art. This of 
course will for a long time, perhaps for- 
ever, form the staple reading for the multi- 
tude. Men and women of leisure will 
always wish to be distinguished from the 
rest of the people; at present, the few 
among us try to distinguish themselves by 
their follies ; by and by they may come to 
see that nothing is easier to imitate than 
folly, and that they must pursue some other 
path to distinction The next most obvious 
resource is in culture, and then those of 
them who devote themselves to letters may 
produce something better than the current 
fiction and periodical literature. 

Something better may be hoped for the 
distant future than a highly cultured leisure 
class, influencing the throng of workers by 
living among them and showing them an 
ideal life attainable only by the few, though 
this nation may Hot live to see it. It is not 
likely that any nation will ever be composed 



of Newtons and Shakespeares, but the citi- 
zens may be accessible to ideas and derive 
enjoyment from converse with them in a 
degree hardly conceivable at present. His- 
tory affords instances of whole peoples 
under the dominion of some one great idea, 
— as the Americans during the Revolution, 
under the idea c^ independence, and resist- 
ance to the oppression of Parliament and the 
King, or the French at the time of their 
Revolution, but of a nation accessible to 
many ideas and holding a balance between 
them there is no example. Literature, art, 
science, and philosophy expand and en- 
noble life by making it not a correspond- 
ence between the organism and the imme- 
diate environment, but a correspondence 
with an environment wider in space and in 
time. As the task of making a living be- 
comes easier, so as to absorb a smaller por- 
tion of human energy, as it probably will 
with the advance of intelligence, then the 
great majority will not be obliged to con- 
tent themselves merely with living, but will 
be able to live well; then may exist a 
nation having better claims to greatness 
than any now existing or anj' that have 
gone before. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

North American Review (January). — T^ 
Future of the Indian Question Is the title under 
which Gen. Miles tells more of the Indian trou- 
bles in the past, and the present condition of 
the hostlles, than he enlightens us as to their 
future prospects. His remedy for preventing 
liostilities in the future is to place the Indians 
under ** some goverument just and strong enough 
to control them." 

Ireland in the Light of History. By W. E. H. 
Lerky. It being generally admitted that Mr. 
Lccky is high authority on the relations of Eng- 
land and Ireland, all who are interested in the 
I rish will welcome this article as a valuable con- 
tribution. The early political history of Ireland, 
the rise and fall of the Irish Parliament, and 
events of political importance since that time 
are here briefly sketched. 

Speaking of Ireland's present condition, he 
maintains that the agricultural tenant Is more 
favored by law in that country than In the United 
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States, in England, or In any portion of the 
continent of Europe. About one third of the 
population of England regard home rule as **the 
greatest catastrophe that could befaU them- 
selves, their country, or the empire," b^ing 
firmly convinced that, ** in the existing condition 
of Ireland, no parliament could be established 
there which could be trusted to fulfil the most 
elementary conditions of honest government — 
to maintain law, to protect property, to observe 
or enforce contracts, to secure the rights iind 
liberties of individuals and communities, to act 
loyally in times of difficulty and danger in the 
interests of the empire." 

Henry Cabot Lodge, in advocating The Be- 
striction of Immigration in the United States, 
considers that, as a duty to American citizens 
and their institutions, a proper restriction 
should be placed upon people of foreign coun- 
tries coming to America. He would compel 
each immigrant to come furuished with a certifi- 
cate from the United States consul, or otfier 
diplomatic representative, to the effect that he 
is not obnoxious to any of the existing laws of 
the United States. He should be compelled 
to present a medical certificate showing that 
the bearer is sound in mind and body. He 
would also exclude not only the diseased, the 
criminal, and the pauper, but also the Illiterate. 

An interesting table, showing the number that 
have arrived each year since 1874, their national- 
ities, occupations, etc., is given, which is perhaps 
more interesting and valuable than Mr. Lodge*s 
speculations un the subject. 

The question How Shall We Make Our Ships? 
is discussed by Admiral Luce, U. 8. N. Various 
ways are suggested for supplying the present 
deficiency of American seamen. 

Can We Coerce Canada? occupies the attention 
of Eraatus Wiman, Recognizing the inconsis- 
tency of political adherence to Great Britlan 
while allowing absolute free trade between 
Canada and the United States, he still billeves, 
that a commercial union is among the possibil- 
ities. The Canadian Liberal party, being already 
unequivocally committed to unrestricted recipro- 
city with the United States, can, now that the 
severer exactions of the McKinley Bill seem 
likely to cripple many Canadian interests, go 
before the people at the next election with 
strong inducements in their favor. Political 
union, however, Mr. Wlman confesses to be 
impossible for generations to come. 

Other articles treating of political and socio- 
logical subjects are : Vital Statistics of the Jews, 
by Dr. John 8. Billings; The Late Financial 



Crisis, by Henry Clews; An Opportunity for the 
American Negro, by James M, Hubbard; How to 
Teach Citizenship, by Samuel W. Mendum; In 
Favor of the Jew, by If. Bourchier Sanford. 

Westmixsteb Review (January).— The open- 
ing paper, hj Elizabeth Cady Stanton, on Patriot- 
ism and Chastity, views the Pamell episode most 
sensibly. After the volumes of drivel and cant 
from would-be reformers, editorial gushers, and 
the ever-ready public censor, that have found 
their way into print during the last few weeks, 
a plain and outspoken dealing with realities has 
a most refreshing effect. 

Mrs. Stanton does not believe, as most of the 
above-named profess to, that ** patriotism and 
chastity are convertible virtues, uniformly found 
in the same man, and that the lack of one pre- 
cludes the exercise of the other." While such a 
combination Is highly desirable, she points to 
the fact that the business of the world has never 
been conducted on that line, and that there is no 
more reason to exact such a combination from a 
statesman than to seek for skilled workmen in 
any department who possess all the cardinal 
virtues. Numerous examples are cited to show 
that such has not been the rule In the past. The 
private lives of Nelson, Melbourne, Webster, 
Clay, and Cleveland. Cleopatra, Elizabeth of 
England, and Catherine of Russia all bear 
testimony to this fact. 

Mrs. Stanton would raise rather than lower 
the standard of morality; but she seeks to learn 
wherein it consists, aud how best to attain it. 
Rather than persistently hounding the men, she 
would educate, elevate, and emancipate the 
women, by training them to self-respect and a 
virtuous Independence. 

Hereditary Peers and Practical Politics. By 
Frederick Dolman. The author of this paper 
believes that if a raism d'etre of a hereditary 
peerage ever existed, it has long since passed 
away, and that its present effect works but 
injury to England and her best interests. Al- 
though a positive rejection of a measure favored 
by the Lower House seldom occurs, its force, as 
coming from the real representatives of the 
people, is often removed by numerous amend- 
ments. His Idea, In short, Is that such of the 
present body of peers, who are really entitled to 
political preference, would have an equal chance 
of demonstrating their abilities, and that those 
who displayed real merit would constitute an 
Upper House of infinitely more value to the 
people, for whose Interest it too should exist, 
than could any body of men renting their claims 
to peerage solely on hereditary rights. 

Other articles in this number are : The Decline 
of Marriage, by Eugenius; the Continuity of Par- 
ties in English History, by B. Seymour Long; 
The Social and Political Life of the Empire in the 
Fourth and Fyth Centuries. 
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AMERICANA. 

Revised Mother Goose, for the use of the 
children of New York City : — 

The mayor, 

The judge, 

The Tammany heeler, 

All jumped out of an Irish i>otato. 

The Pilgrim Fathers landed on Plymouth 
llock and fell on their knees; they then arosv, 
and fell on the aborigines. — Senator Vest. 

The following is a copy of some of the laws 
which liave been enforced in tbe good old State 
of Vermont : — 

•'No one shall be a freeman or give a vote 
unless he is converted and a member of one of 
the churches allowed in the dominion." 

*»Kach freeman shall swear by the blessed 
God to bear true allegiance to this dominion, 
and that Jesus is the only king." 

•*Xo dissenter from the essential worship of 
this dominion shall be allowed to give a vote for 
electing of magistrates or any officer." 

'* No food or lodging shall be oft'ered to a 
heretic." 

** No one shall cross a river on the Sabbath 
but authorized clergymen " 

*' No one shall travel, cook victuals, make 
beds, sweep houses, cut hair, or shave ou the 
Sabbath day." 

•* No one shall kiss his or her children on the 
Sabbath or fasting days." 

** The Sabbath day shall begin at sunset, Sat- 
urday." 

•* Every ratable person who refuses to pay his 
proportion to support the minister of town or 
parish shall be fined five pounds and five shil- 
lings every quarter." 

»* Whoever wears clothes trimmed with gold, 
silver, or b«)ne lace, above one shilling per yard, 
shall be presented by the grand jurors, and tlie 
selectmen shall tax the estate' three hundred 
pounds." 

•' Whoever brings cards or dice into tiie do- 
minion shall pay a line of live pounls." 

••No one shall eat mince pies, dance, play 
cards, drum, trumpet, or jews-harp." 

•« No gospel minister shall join people in 
marriage. The magistrate shall join tliciii in 
marriage. As he may do it with less scandal to 
Christ's church." 

•* When parents refuse their children couvcn- 
ient marriages, the magistrates shall determine 
the point." 

**A man. who strikes his wife shall he lined 
ten pounds." 



** A woman who stiikes her husband shall be 
punished as the law directs." 

** No man shall court a maid in person or by 
letter without obtaining the consent of her par- 
ents; five pounds penalty for the first offence;, 
ten for the second, and for the third, imprison- 
ment during the pleasure of the court." 

Ignoramus. —How is the work of civilizing 
and Christianizing Africa progressing? Cui.- 
TiVATKD Fkiknd. — Very nicely. The European 
powers have finally succeeded in dividing the 
land among them without a war. — A^ew York 
Weekly. 

Culprit. — Please, your Honor, I had only 
one drink, and — JusrrcK. — Ten days more for 
trying to deceive the court ; I used to be in the 
saloon business myself. — Puck. 

The business of State Legislatures will hardly 
be conducted this winter with even the usual 
rapidity. The Denver legislature last week 
w.as obliged to adjourii for a day to attend the 
funeral of a man killed by one of its sergcants- 
at-arms, and, judging by the fighting proclivities 
of other Legislatures, this will not be the only 
incident of the kind — Chicatjo Herald. » 

Poi.rnciAN. — I cannot tell a lie. 
Constituent. — Well, 1 can ; and can spot Vm 
all through your speeches. — Miuiienpolis Times. 

The average commission appointed to inves- 
tigate some evil and devise a remedy Is farcial 
in its operation. It meets from time to time, 
listens to an infinite nraonnt of nonsense in the 
way of testimony and suggestion, all of which 
is faithfully recorded by the stenographers and 
often ends by making a report quite as ridicu- 
lous. A commission is now sitting in New 
York which is charged with the duty of finding 
some means of accelerating piiblie street transit. 
At its first session, a number of people made 
suggestions, and, of these, nearly half were 
unmistakable cranks. One recommended a via- 
dut't of solid masonry witli four traeks, fi-oin 
the Harlem to the battery ; another wanted a 
similar viaduct to skirt the island all around and 
" run above «Iay Gould's head," while two others 
tliouirlit the roa<ls should rest upon the roofs of 
l)uildings — Ditnnt Fiue Pres^. 

\Vu>hingtou is still youuir in tlie Union, but 
she lias proi^re^sed snflh-iently far already in 
political ei\ ili/.ation to cliarire senatorial candi- 
dates with brlhery. In tlie swtK*t buy and buy 
slie will learn to do these thinir^ with less pub- 
licity and scandal. — Phlbnl Ifi'inn Tinu^ 
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acts as a general tonic. It rests the tired brain, 
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Dr. F. W. Lytlk, Lebanon, 111., says : — 

** I have personally used it with marked advan- 
tage when overworked, and the nervous system 
much depressed.** 

Dr. O. C. Stout, Syracuse, N. Y., says: — 
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transact the most ordinary business, because his 
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The conditions under which this paper is published 
render it impossible to give the weekly record of facts 
the character of news, especially in the com of the 
foreign items. The facts are, in the main, collected 
from daily papers. Their importance does not gener- 
ally depend upon dates. Our record of them cannot 
Jiave greater authority than the sources have, but is 
evidently more trustioorthy than any single newspaper. 



LEGISLATIVE. 

Con^rress. — By a vote of tbirty-flve to 
thlrty-fonr tbe Force Bill and the cloture reso- 
lution were laid aside in the Senate on Monday, 
Jan. 26, and the Apportionment Bill taken up, 
and was passed as it came from the House. 
The Army Appropriation Bill was next taken up 
and passed. The Senate also passed the House 
bill prohibiting the manufacture of dies and tools 
for maMng counterfeit money, and one hundred 
and ten private pension bills. Among the peti- 
tions received by the Senate and referred was 
one in favor of having potatoes received by the 
Treasurer and certiflcates of deposit issued 
thereon at the rate of one dollar for each sixty 
pounds, the certificates to be legal tender. 

In the House, the Naval Appropriation Bill 
and the Military Academy Appropriation Bill 
were passed. 

The Democrats and the Republican opponents 
of the Force Bill believe that no effort will be 
made to renew the struggle either for the Force 
Bill or the cloture resolution, and that Congress 
will transact business without obstruction and 
delay. 



Missouri. — Among the bills introduced are : 
a bill to protect skilled labor by providing for 
brands on convict-made goods ; one prohibiting 
keeping a saloon within five hundred feet of a 
church, school, or public library ; one to protect 
hotel-keepers from dead-beats and swindlers; 
one placing St. Louis houses of ill-repute under 



the control of the Board of Health ; one prohib- 
iting the State Board of Health from discrimi- 
nating against any class of physicians; one 
reducing pawnbrokers* rate of interest to one 
per cent per month ; and one authorizing cities 
of the third class to construct and operate water, 
electric, and gas works. 



Alabama.— Among the bills introduced are : 
a bill preventing the running of freight trains on 
Sunday ; one prohibiting persons not citizens of 
the United States from holding land in the State ; 
one making Gen. Lee*s birthday a legal holiday; 
and one to enlarge the appropriations for the 
public schools. The House passed a bill prohib- 
iting pools and trusts, a bill to provide equal 
and separate accommodations on trains for the 
different races, a bill levying a State tax of $50 
and county tax of $20 on clock pedlers, and a 
bin to require teaching of physiology and 
hygiene In the public schools in relation to the 
effect of ardent spirits and narcotics on the 
human system. The Senate passed a bill re- 
quiring applicants for liquor licenses to obtain 
signatures of a majority of the householders of 
the ward in which the premises are located. 
The bill to create a Department of Immigration 
was defeated In the Senate. , 



Illinois. — Among the bills introduced are : a 
bill allowing doctors to sell medicines to persons 
besides their patients ; one enabling patrons of 
street cars to purchase' fifteen-ride tickets for 
fifty cents ; one establishing maximum rates for 
the use of telephones ; one m^lng It a felony 
to perpetrate a " fake " on a newspaper; one to 
prevent strikes and lock-outs, and establishing a 
board of arbitration (one provision makes it 
unlawful for an employer or employee to sever 
connection without giving two weeks* notice) ; 
one providing for the election of county jailers 
by the people ; one providing against docking 
horses* tails; one repealing the statute which 
limits the liability of a railroad causing the death 
of a person to $5,000 ; one against using live 
birds as a target to be shot at; and one against 
private police, and providing that the sheriff may, 
if necessary, call on every male Inhabitant over 
twenty-one years of age to aid In enforcing the 
law. 
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WashingrtOD. — The Senate passed the bill 
allowing poor persons to institute actions In the 
Superior Court without making payment of fees 
in advance ; also the bill abolishing the fees paid 
to the cleric by litigants, and providing for a 
uniform fee of ^10 to be paid upon the institu- 
tion of a suit. A bill was Introduced prohibit- 
ing betting by members of the Legislature. 



South Dakota. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are : a bill for an amendment to the Con- 
stitution providing that voters shall be allowed 
to vote on the adoption of all laws ; one com- 
pelling railroads to build connection lines at all 
junctions; one providing that laborers shall 
have Hen on grain, stock, or farm products, the 
demand for wages to be made within ten days 
after termination of the service; one limiting 
time of taking appeal to Supreme Court from 
two years to six months ; and a resolution In- 
structing the State's Congressmen to secure fore- 
closure of mortgage of Union and Central Pacific 
railroads. A bill was passed by the Senate pro- 
viding for an amendment to the Constitution so 
that aliens cannot own real estate unless they 
declare Intention to become naturalized. 



Texas. — Among the bills introduced are : a 
bill requiring railroads to provide depots and 
separate apartments for smoking and sitting; 
one to prohibit the use of text-books in the pub- 
lic schools not mentioned In the school laws ; 
one making it unlawful for dealers In oil to sell 
oils to retail dealers the Are test of which Is one 
hundred and ten degrees Fahrenheit ; one giving 
farm laborers a lien on agricultural products; 
one to provide for the study. In the public schools, 
of the efi'ect of alcoholic liquors upon the human 
body ; one establishing a board of commission- 
ers to promote unformity in legislation; one 
preventing barbers from keeping their shops 
open on Sunday; one to punish tenants for 
moving crop products before rent Is paid ; one 
requiring railroads to post at their depots time- 
tables showing arrivals and departures of pas- 
senger trains; and one requiring railroads to 
build freight and passenger depots at all places 
on their lines having a population of fifty Inhab- 
itants or over. The Senate passed a bill making 
It a felony to fight a prize-fight in the State, 
with or without gloves. The House passed the 
bin abolishing the office of oil commissioner. 

Texas has a libel law that seriously hampers 
the press. Though a news matter may be of 
court record, If the charges therein are not sus- 
tained, or If the party suspected can show that 
a publication Injures him, a newspaper can be 
mulcted for damages. A member of the State 



Senate has now introduced a bill which provides 
that three days before suit Is Instituted against a 
paper for libel the publisher thereof shall be noti- 
fied of the fact and apprised of the article and the 
statements therein which are considered libellous 
by the plaintiff: The bill further provides that If 
the libellous statement or statements sbaU be 
proven In court to have been made In good faith, 
that their falsity was due to mistake or misap- 
prehension of facts, and that If a full and fair 
retraction Is made within five days after the fact 
is brought to the notice of the publisher, nothing 
but actual damages can be awarded to the 
plaintiff*. This shall not apply in the case of a 
candidate for public office unless the retraction 
is made at least five days before election. 



California. — Among the bills Introduced 
are: a bill prohibiting the catching or buying 
of salmon between the fourteenth day of Sep- 
tember and the 15th of November each year, 
and also between sunrise of each Saturday and 
sunset of the following Sunday ; one authorizing 
governing bodies of cities to fix rates for gas 
and electricity for lighting purposes; one pro- 
viding that all franchise shall be disposed of to 
the highest bidder ; one providing heavy punish- 
ments of persons marrying within six months 
after being divorced ; one repealing the statute 
making it a misdemeanor to defraud an inn- 
keeper; one prohibiting the employment and 
hiring of non- citizens to perform labor for the 
State; one providing that street railroads in 
citU s having over 100,000 Inhabitants mast file 
an annual statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments, keep the pavements In good repair, and 
pay two and one half per cent of their gross or 
net earnings (as the ISoard of Supervisors may 
decide) Into the municipal treasury; and one 
providing that in cities of more than 100,000 in- 
habitants no street railroad shall charge more 
than two and one third cents for a trip between 
the hours of 5 a. m. and 7 a. m., and from 5.30 
p. M. to 6.80 p. M. 

The House passed the bill providing that no 
divorce suit can be brought until the plalntifiT has 
resided In the State one year and In the county 
where suit Is brought three months ; the bill to 
allow dlfltsrent lines of street railways to use 
parts of the same streets and tracks; the bill 
authorizing cities to acquire by purchase or con- 
demnation proceedings water rights and appli- 
ances for supplying Inhabitants with water ; the 
bill making It a misdemeanor to advertise to 
obtain a divorce, and the bill providing that no 
speech or statement reflecting upon a court shall 
be deemed a contempt unless made in the prea- 
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eoce of the judge, and in a way to obstruct the 
proceedings of the tribunal. The House rejected 
the bill amendiog the Ck>nstitntion so as to make 
an educational test on the right of sufiVage. 



Pennsylvania. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are : a bill to prevent the use of air-guns, 
pistols, and rifles ; one providing for the teach- 
ing of physical culture In public schools ; one to 
prevent the sale, manufacture, smoking, or buru- 
. ing of cigarettes in the State ; one to prohibit 
sparring and boxing matches, and the mainte- 
nance of rooms for sparring exhibitions when 
the matches are for money ; one prohibiting the 
custom of persons treating one another to liq- 
uors in saloons; one establishing a board of 
medical examiners without a certificate from 
whom no one can practise medicine; and one 
providing for an enumeration of children be- 
tween seven and twelve years, and for compul- 
sory education. 



Nebraska. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill prohibiting candidates from contrib- 
uting to campaign funds ; one reducing the share 
of real estate of the wife of the deceased person 
from one half to one third, allowing her the use 
of the homestead for life ; one making it a mis- 
demeanor for wholesale dealers to decline to sell 
goods to farmers' associations at the rates 
charged to the trade ; one providing that the opin- 
ion of the Supreme Court shall be given orally, 
not in writing, unless Involving new points of 
law, and in certain other cases ; one prohibiting 
the selling or giving any intoxicating drink to 
habitual drunkai'ds and minors ; and one repeal- 
ing the provision of the liquor law, which ena- 
bles a party illegally prosecuted to recover from 
the prosecutor double the amount of his costs. 



Minnesota. — The Senate passed a resolu- 
tion memorializing Congress for a law prohibit- 
ing the selling of options upon agricultural 
products. Among the bills Introduced are : one 
to prohibit prize-fighting and sparring matches ; 
one prohibiting the use of soft c<>al on locomo- 
tives within the limits of cities of twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants and over ; one prohibiting bets 
of every kind as to the results of an election or 
nominating convention, and prohibiting any 
threats of afliecting pay of employees, and posting 
of election notices in any shop, etc.; and one 
to protect corporations. 

This bill provides that the directors and trus- 
tees of all corporations organized under the laws 
of this State shall be jointly and severally liable 
to the stockholders and creditors of such cor- 



porations, for money lost, embezzled, misappro- 
priated, or otherwise gone astray. It prohibits 
the Issuing of shares or certificates of stock, 
bonds, or evidences of debt of any kind except 
for labor done or money or property actually 
received, and all fictitious increase of stock or 
Indebtedness shall be void. Directors or trus- 
tees are prohibited from diverting property or 
assets to objects other than specified in the 
articles ; from declaring or paying any dividends 
except from surplus profits ; from declaring or 
paying any dividends out of borrowed money or 
funds ; from paying out in any form any part of 
the capital stock when the funds remaining are 
not sufficient to meet the liabilities of the cor- 
poration ; from incurring debts or liabilities in 
excess of the limitation named in the articles of 
incorporation. 



Wisconsin. — Among the bills introduced 
are : a bill to prevent child labor in factories, 
and to furnish elementary education; one in- 
creasing the license on gross earnings of tele- 
phone companies from one and a half to three 
per cent; one to secure to all persons, of every 
race and color, equal rights to the enjoyment of 
the privileges of inns, saloons, barber-shops, 
theatres, public conveyances on land and water, 
etc. ; one to abolish the office of State veteri- 
narian ; and one providing that children under 
sixteen years shall not work over sixteen hours, 
and that children under thirteen shall not be 
allowed In any factory. 



New Jersey. — Among the bills Introduced 
are: one. providing for weekly payment of 
wages; one making it obligatory to pay two 
dollars a day for eight hours* work; and one 
providing that lands held for speculative pur- 
poses adjacent to Improved lands shall be 
assessed In the same rates. 



New Hampshire. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are: one to prohibit dealing In grain, 
petroleum, or other articles on margins, and 
declaring the places of such business common 
nuisances ; one to regulate the sale and Inspect- 
ion of beef, pork, and lard ; one requiring rail- 
road companies to furnish half and a quarter 
mileage books ; one making election day a legal 
holiday; and one regulating the attendance of 
minors at evening schools. 



Indiana. — Among the bills introduced are : 
one prohibiting the use of tobacco in churches, 
school-rooms, and other public places; one to 
punish wlf e-beaters (sixty lashes to be inflicted 
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in public, by sheriff or constable, the offender to 
wear nothing but a thin flannel shirt while receiv- 
ing punishment) ; one to punish drunkards (first 
offence, a $10 fine, second $15, third $25) ; one 
empowering constables to arrest horse thieves 
without warrants ; one requiring liquor dealers 
to give bond in the sum of $2,000 as a guaran- 
tee of orderly management; one prohibiting 
the construction of wire fences ; one to encour- 
age the breeding of trotting and pacing horses ; 
one to prohibit the selling or giving or advertis- 
ing of immoral literature, or of books or pam- 
phlets containing police reports ; one limiting the 
ummber of prisoners that may be employed at a 
single Industry In the State prison ; one making 
It unlawful to sell, remove, or secrete any goods 
sold on the Instalment plan, with Intent to 
defraud; one giving paupers the privilege to 
select their own physicians; one creating the 
office of natural gas inspector; and one making 
it unlawful for county commissioners to levy 
taxes to exceed 33 cents on $100. 



The Lower House of the Rhode Island 
Legislature has passed the bill providing that 
manufacturing, mercantile, railroad, steamboat, 
telegraph, and telephone corporations shall pay 
weekly employees the wages earned to within 
nine days of the date of such payment. 



The bill to make an appropriation for the 
World's Fair was tabled by the Alabama Senate, 
to await the fate of the Federal Elections Bills 
It was the opinion of the Senate, that If the 
*• Force Bill "became a law. It would so Injure 
the State that It would be useless to spend 
money to Invite Immigration. Similar-action has 
been taken by several other State Legislature. 



In the English House of Commons, a motion 
to amend the conspiracy law so that no combina- 
tion shall be considered criminal unless formed 
for a criminal object was defeated, the solicitor- 
general saying that such action would give free 
scope to strikers, encourage boycotting, and 
otherwise imperil Individual rights. 

To the suggestion of a member that the gov- 
ernment should join in an International move- 
ment to confer upon Prof. Koch a pecuniary 
reward for his consumption cure, Mr. Smith, the 
government leader In the House, replied that 
Prof. Koch did not stand alone as a scientific 
discoverer, and that the government must 
decline to add the proposed function to its 
responsibilities. A motion that the government 
use Its Infiuence to settle by arbitration the 
remaining disputes between the tenants and land- 
lords In Ireland was rejected by a large majority. 



A motion to abolish the tariff on cereals and 
cattle has been defeated In the (German Reich- 
stag, by a vote of 210 to 106. 



A motion to repeal the prohibition of the 
Importation of American pork has been defeated 
In the Reichstag. 



The Argentine Legislature has passed a bill 
Imposing a tax of two per cent on deposits, and 
ten per cent on the profits of private banks doing 
business In the Republic. 



JUDICIAL. 

A judge of the Circuit Court has decided that 
the Kentucky law of 1890 repealing the State 
lottery licenses was void. A man was tried for 
selling lottery tickets, and the judge held that 
the tender of the required tax of $2,000 for 
each of the lotteries was in effect obtaining a 
license, although the State auditor refused to 
issue the license, in view of the legislative statute 
against licenses. 



The Consolidated Coal Company of St. Louis 
was assessed fifty dollars for coal under the 
surface in St. Clair Township, III. The com- 
pany refused to pay, for the reason that the 
land had already been taxed on the surface, and 
that it was Impossible to assess unknown quanti- 
ties of coal beneath the surface. The court 
gave judgment for the State, and the Supreme 
Court of Illinots has affirmed the decision. It 
Is held that the coal and the surface must be 
assessed separately. This decision will bring 
thousands of dollars each year In taxes from the 
coal fields In the State. 



The United States Supreme Court has altered 
Its rules, so as to require all cases from lower 
courts to be brought before it within thirty days, 
In order to facilitate the transaction of business. 



The Appellate Court, at Decatur, 111., has 
rendered a decision In three liquor cases which 
will effect all the proceedings had at the last 
September term of court. The liquor cases 
were reversed and remanded on the ground that 
the court erred in having the grand jury filled 
up from bystanders instead of the county, and 
that the indictments were found during a two- 
weeks* session when court was not held. All 
cases of importance will be recalled by the 
interested parties for rehearing. 
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An important decision has been rendered by 
the New York Court of Appeals in a suit which 
grew out of a theft committed in a sleeping 
car. A men went to bed in his berth, placing 
his vest, containing forty dollars, under his pil- 
low. Upon waking in the morning the money 
was gone. The company was sued to recover 
the money, but the New York City Court decided 
that the company was not responsible. This 
decision is now reversed by the Court of 
Appeals. 

An employee on a bark brought action to 
recover from the owners of the bark heavy 
damages for injuries inflicted by the captain of 
the bark. The defendants contended that the 
owners could not be held liable for the act of 
the captain, but the judge of the Superior Court 
decided that the action could lie against the 
owners, as the captain was not a mere fellow- 
servant of the plaintiff but the representative 
of the company. 



In an action brought by an actress against the 
Scottish Lecider for 9^,000 damages on account 
of an unfair criticism published in that paper, 
the judge of the Edinburgh Court of Sessions 
decided in favor of the paper, declaring the 
right of criticism to belong to the public and the 
press. 



INDUSTRIAL. 

The Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has decided to pay no attention 
to the Knights of Labor circular calling for a 
conference to organize a third political party. 
The council deems it unwise for labor organiza- 
tions to meddle with politics. 



A new Industrial order, The Knights of Re- 
ciprocity, organized to supplant the Knights of 
Labor, and similar bodies. Is growing rapidly In 
Kansas. 

Toronto (Canada) will lease Its street-car 
plants. No employee will work over ten hours 
a day. 

The municipal authorities of Cologne have 
resolved to furnish employment at eighteen 
pence a day to the 13,000 men now out of work 
in the city. 



The British Government has sent two hundred 
and fifty tons of potatoes and meat to be dis- 
tributed among the poor of Kildysart. 



The unemployed workmen of Berlin, Ger- 
many, have called a meeting to protest against 
the decision of the city council In rejecting the 
petition to start public works. The police, how- 
ever. Intend to prevent the holding of the meet- 
ing. 

The Russian Ministry of the Interior has 
approved a project to establish agricultural col- 
onies for beggars and vagrants. A special com- 
mission has been appointed to work out the 
colonization plans In detail, and to present them 
for adoption to the Ministerial Council. 



The Pennsylvania United Mine Workers have 
decided to demand the abolition of company 
stores and a union price of seventy cents per 
ton of coal. 



Orders have been Issued to stop work In a 
majority of the mines In the Lackawanna valley. 
The miners think that the corporations have 
resolved to keep the production of coal so low 
from now until May 1 that the miners will not 
be prepared to Inaugurate the strike for eight 
hours. 

In his annual report, the New York State 
Factory Inspector makes the following recom- 
mendations : — 

"First. That children under fourteen years of 
age be prohibited from employment in mercantile 
houses, telegraph, telephone, and messenger ser- 
vice. 

"/Second. That the houn of labor of women un- 
der twenty-one and youths under eighteen years of 
age, employed In mercantile houses, be restricted to 
sixty per week. 

" Third. That th e women deputy factory inspect- 
ors be authorized to enforce the law requiring the 
placing of seats for the use of females employed in 
mercantile houses. 

**Fourth. That the salaries of the deputy fac- 
tory inspectors be increased to adequately compen- 
sate them for their services. 

"Fifth. Tbatithe factory laws be amended so as 
to provide for sufficient ventilation in factories and 
workshops, and that overcrowding of the same be 
prevented, by requiring that two hundred and fifty 
cubic feet of air space be the minimum for day 
workers, and four hundred cubic feet for night 
workers. 

"Sixth. That the law be amended requiring the 
examination of all elevators and elevator cables, and 
that power be given the inspectors to prohibit the 
use of dangerous elevators. 

"Seventh, That attending surgeons be required to 
notify the factory inspectors of the nature and 
extent of the injuries occurring in manufacturing 
establishments which they may be called ni>on to 
attend. 



Digitized by 



Google 



178 



TO-DK Y. 



**Eighth, That uninsored steam-boilers be in- 
spected by competent men of ten years' experience, 
and that persons in charge of stationary engines be 
required to pass a qualifying examination. 

** Ninth, That steam surface railroads be included 
in the provisions of the Weekly Payment Law. 

** Tenth, That payment of wages by corporations 
be made in cash, and that company or *' pluck-me " 
stores be abolished." 



The Massachusetts State Board of Arbitration 
and Conciliation, in their annual report, speaking 
of strikes during the past year, says that they 
have almost uniformly proved disastrous to those 
engaged in them. Combinations of employees 
have led to combinations of employers, and the 
superior resources of employers have served in 
some Instances in breaking up labor organiza 
tions undertaking strikes. 



The Lynn Central Labor Union will petition 
the Massachusetts Legislature to repeal all laws 
governing pawnbrokers and loan companies, and 
compel cities and towns to establish public loan 
offices to do the pawnbrokers* business. The 
Lynn city council will be petitioned to grant no 
more licenses and to refuse to reissue existing 
licenses upon their expiration. 



A resolution calling upon the Board of Trade 
to make regulations limiting the hours of labor 
of railway workmen was defeated in the Eng- 
lish Parliament by a narrow government major- 
ity of seventeen. 



IN • GENERAL. 

The Cincinnati Board of Health has inter- 
dicted the exhibitions of hypnotism advertised 
by Prof. Carpenter, on the ground that the exhi- 
bitions would be injurious to the health of many 
spectators. 



The new lottery laws. It Is said, have caused 
no end of trouble to the companies that circu- 
late foreign publications in the United States. 
Most foreign periodicals, especially those from 
Germany, are filled with seductive advertise- 
ments of this, that, or the other royal, imperial, 
ar ducal lottery, and with reading notices as to 
the luck of poor shoemakers or day-laborers In 
drawing capital prizes. All this matter must be 
carefully hidden with pasters now by the Ameri- 
can newsdealers. 



The anti-lottery law has had an unexpected 
effect on the glass industry. The baking-powder 
companies of the country c^nnoti under the law, 



continue to give away, as prizes, glassware, and 
the cancelling of their orders compels thecloshig 
down of glassware factories. 



New York physicians say that the law against 
selling cigarettes to mlnort» is practically a dead 
letter. The dealers do not sell cigarettes, but 
they sell "paper rolls" in plenty, **two for a 
cent." 



At the instance of the medical councils of 
various counties of the St. Petersburg govern- 
ment, the village schools of those counties will 
be opened on Sundays and holidays for popular 
lectures on hygiene, which all the peasants will 
be invited to attend. 



The trustees of Johns Hopkins Unlrerslty, in 
Baltimore, have voted to admit women to the 
medical department. Within the past year the 
University has received In gifts half a million 
dollars, and the additional sum of ^100,000 Ui to 
be raised by Anierlcan women. 



In consequence of the school committee*s 
action in Lynn, Mass., in granting the Armeni- 
ans who have taken the places of striking and 
locked-out morocco workers the privilege of 
attending the free evening schools as a separate 
class, many citizens of Lynn declare that they 
will withdraw their children from the schools. 



The Boston police have decided to enforce the 
law against Sunday trade In cigars and tobacco, 
which has been a dead letter ever since Its enact- 
ment. Officers have been instructed to arrest 
all violators of the law, and to use all means to 
obtain evidence against them. The Druggists* 
Alliance has voted to continue to disregard the 
law. 

The prohibitory laws relating to Indian reser- 
vations are strict ; yet the Indian office reports 
that " in the vicinity of reservations there are 
always those who carry on an active traffic In 
these commodities. — Intoxicated liquors, — who 
for the sake of the large profits to be made, are 
willing to run the risks of detection and the severe 
penalties provided for by law." 



The French government has suppressed Sar- 
dou's new play ** Thermldor," for fear that it 
might cause serious disturbances. The revolu- 
tionary socialists did not approve of certain 
parts of the play and obstructed the perform- 
ances. The government will be criticised f6r this 
action in the Chamber, and asked to preserve 
order without denying the liberty of the theatre. 
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Since 1823 a law has operated in Warsaw by 
which three theatres are subsidized in that city. 
A piece most be produced every night in each 
theatre, and not less than four nights in the 
week the pieces must be in the Polish language. 
These theatres are very poorly supported by the 
theatre-goers, the explanation being that, as no 
plays can be produced unless previously ap- 
proved by the authorities, most of the plays put 
on the stage are mutilated by the censors beyond 
recognition. The Russian theatre in Warsaw, 
which is not subsidized, is crowded at every 
performance. 



The annual subsidies paid to the leading operat- 
honses in Europe are as follows : to the Paris 
Opera House, $160,000; to the Berlin Opera 
House, $140,000; to the Stuttgart Opera House, 
f 125,000; to the Buda-Pesth Opera House, $120,- 
000; to the Dresden Opera House, $80,000; to 
the Vienna Opera House, $60,000 ; to the Copen- 
hagen Opera House, $50,000; to the opera 
houses in Carlsruhe and Weimar, $50,000 each ; 
to the Munich Opera House, $89,000; to the 
Stockholm Opera House, $80,000; to La Mon- 
naie, in Brussels, $20,000. 



THE FIVES AND SIXES OP i88i. 

The sudden death of Mr. Windom, last week» 
directs attention to his political and official 
career. Twice Secretary of the Treasury, his 
treatment of the public debt — during his brief 
tenure of office in 1881 — brought him conspic- 
uously before the country, gained him the con- 
fidence of the business circles.and, indeed, made 
his appointment in 1889 a political necessity. 

During the last weeks of President Hayes's 
administration. Congress was occupied with a 
measure providing for an issue of **flve- 
twenty " bonds at three per cent, to replace the 
six per cents of 1861 and the five per cents 
issued under the act of 1870. The proposed 
measure contained a clause respecting the na- 
tional banks, which provided that only the three- 
per-cent bonds to be authorized and issued under 
the act would be received by the Treasury as 
securities, and that every bank should have One 
third of its capital deposited (in bonds) with the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It was further pro- 
vided that after the passage of the bill no bank 
could withdraw its security. At once the banks 
took alarm, withdrew their securities, and re- 
placed them by legal tenders, as permitted by the 
existing law. The proposed measure would sim- 
ply have forced the banks to take the bonds, — 
doubtless a convenient way for the Government 
to put the bonds in circulatloii. The President 



vetoed the bill, and the incoming administration 
was without any Congressional provision to 
meet the debt redeemable in the summer months 
of 1881. 

At this juncture Mr. Windom was appointed 
Secretary of the Treasury, The slx-per-cent 
bonds outstanding amounted to $196,378,600; of 
the five per cents, there were $439,841,350; **and 
the only resources of the Government to meet 
the maturing obligations/' says Mr. Windom In 
his letter to the Bankers' Association ** were the 
surplus revenues, and the amount of 104,652,200 
four-per-cent bonds, being a part of those au- 
thorized by the acts of July 14, 1870, and Jan. 20, 
1871, and remaining unissued.*' The surplus In 
the Treasury was nearly two hundred million, so 
the six per cents could be called in and paid if 
necessary. The Secretary was unwillln*;, how- 
ever, to part with his surplus. If not necessary. 
The credit of the Government, despite the panic 
caused by the proposal of the past Congress, was 
excellent, and Mr. Windom thought it more 
than likely that the bondholders would prefer a 
secure investment even if the rate of Interest 
were lowered. He accordingly notified the 
holders that their bonds could be continued to 
them at a reduced rate of Interest, — three and a 
half per cent, — and payable at the pleasure of 
the Government. 

The American holders requested the continu- 
ance of the bond at the reduced rate of inter- 
est; only the foreign bondholders requested 
payment, which was made. That is to say, the 
outstanding sixes were entirely provided for 
and the resources of the Treasury were practi- 
cally untouched. 

Mr. Windom next turned his attention to the 
five per cents. ** The Treasury offered to receive, 
for continuance, in like manner," to quote his 
letter again, ** any of the uncalled registered 
bonds of that lo*an to an amount not exceeding 
$250,000,000, the remainder of the loan beln^ 
reserved, with a view of its payment from the 
surplus revenues." The bondholders were so 
eager to have their loans continued, the Treasury 
Included the whole of the outstanding five per 
cents, which were thus continued at the reduced 
rate. The result of this was that all the six 
and five per cent loans were converted into a 
loan payable at the pleasure of the Government, 
and bearing the uniform rate of three and a 
half per cent interest. This ingenious plan of 
conversion made an actual saving of i:en million 
dollars a year in Interest; the redemption and 
refunding a saving of sixteen millions. To ac- 
complish this, the Gk>vemment was put to the 
most trifling expense, and everything was paid 
out Qf the surplus revenue. 
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TO-DAY, FEB. 5, 1891. 

A record of the facts and considerations which 
show t?uU Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States, and that, ther^ore, Legislative 
Regidation is injurious for them, 

J. MoBRiBON-PuLLiB, Waltbb C. Robb» Bdlton. 



A mistake was made in the last number of 
To-Day, which was doubtless amusing to our 
readers in Wisconsin and Michigan, but 
which, for the benefit of others, may be cor- 
rected here. Our remarks on the public- 
school campaign and the consequent intro- 
duction of a bill in the Michigan Legislature to 
repeal the Bennett law were a trifie inaccu- 
rate, for the reason that Michigan has no 
*' Bennett" law, and consequently no attempt 
has been made in its Legislature to repeal it. 
Wisconsin is the possessor of this particular 
law, which has been opposed by the Catholics, 
who are, I presume, principally Irish, and by 
the German Lutherans. No serious effort 
will be made to abolish the public schools, and 
this is the only fault to be found with the pro- 
ceeding. 

Reports are already abroad that contracts 
and mortgages have begun to specify payment 
in gold. It is said that in New York City six 
mortgages were so recorded in one week; but 
how common the specification was prior to 
the passage of the Free Coinage Bill by the 
Senate is not stated. These reports are cir- 
culated by newspapers opposed to free coin- 
age. My impression is that the practice of 
specifying gold was not at all uncommon; but 
it may have been confined to payments 
deferred for five years or longer. It is to the 
credit of our " institootions " that it seems to 
be generally acknowledged, even in Congress, 
where common-sense so rarely prevails, that 
silver cannot be made ** legal tender," in 
spite of contractors and lenders. In other 
words, the Federal Courts will maintain per- 
sonal liberty against Congress. It is not easy 
to see how any great commercial injury can 
be inflicted by '* free coinage " under these 
circumstances. 

It is deserving of note that having be- 
gun, in this country at any rate, with an 
effort to take the ballot by storm, the Wo- 
man's Bights campaign has, to a certain ex- 
tent, diverged into other and more promis- 
ing directions. From the consideration of 



the suffrage itself, the women have turned 
to a more careful study of the ends to which 
the ballot would lead them. And they have 
many of them, be it said to their credit, dis- 
covered how little the ballot can accomplish 
and how necessary other exertions are. It h 
only natural that the older leaders should be 
less ready and less able to turn their energies 
aside from what had seemed to them the 
essential than the younger women are. But 
the work they did in attracting attention to 
the legal disabilities and the industrial dis- 
advantages under which women suffered has 
smoothed the way at its beginning; and 
whichever by-path their successors may tread, 
consciously or unconsciously, and though they 
neglect the ballot entirely, their progress, in 
this country, will have been largely due to the 
" suffragists." 



A London Court recently sentenced a man 
to two weeks in gaol for assaulting a police- 
man. The only fact which was proved in the 
case was that a boy was whistling a tune 
offensive to the police in general. A row 
arose, and there were cross-summonses. 
The evidence was conflicting; numerically, 
the weight of testimony was against the 
policeman. In passing sentence, the magis- 
trate said that there " couW he no doubt that 
the boy was whistling the offensive tunel^^ 
This had absolutely nothing whatever to do 
with the case; but supposing for the moment 
that it had, the affair seems to show that the 
freedom of the Briton has become even more 
of a myth than that of his American cousin. 
On the same day, in another court, a young 
man was ordered to enter recognizance in £2 
to keep the peace, the only crime alleged 
being the singing of this song I Times have 
changed since the Leipzig authorities passed 
an ordinance that a '^student who kills a 
watchman shall be punished, just as if he had 
killed a man." 



We shall have an opportunity of witnessing 
one of the effects of hasty and meddlesome 
legislation in connection with the so-called 
" original package " law. Hastily passed 
right on the heels of a decision of the Supreme 
Court, this law specially exempted the traffic 
in liquor from the restriction that decision 
would impose, leaving all other traffic in the 
position assigned it by the Court. The shirk* 
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ing of the larger problem by disposing of one 
small part of it will not save time and trouble 
in the end. The question is as to the power 
of the separate States to control trade in com- 
modities imported from other States, and 
continuing in the " original package." The 
Connecticut dairymen sent in a petition the 
other day to have the oleo-butter trade placed 
on the same footing as the liquor trade; and 
we shall no doubt hear from other dealers 
before long. What with the State Legisla- 
tures meddling with every trade, and Con- 
gress bent on piecemeal legislation, without 
principle or order, a man finds himself en- 
tangled in a confused mass of unjust or 
absurd laws, which multiply the business of 
the courts to the detriment of every one but 
the schemers (dairymen), politicians, and 
lawyers. 

*^ To-day ten thousand Sioux had an op- 
portunity to see the strength and discipline of 
the United States army." So reads an asso- 
ciated-press despatch of recent date, remind- 
ing us not only that we have an army, but that 
the great work of civilizing the Indian has 
again begun . W hat a glorious opportunity for 
the red man I To view in one brief hour the 
*' strength and discipline of the United States 
army " is an education in itself. '^ The 
column was an hour passing Gen. Miles, there 
being nearly 4,000 soldiers and 3,700 horses 
and mules in line." Imposing spectacle I The 
melodious drum and silvery bugle could but 
initiate the poor savage into the beautiful 
mysteries of music, while the cultured sol- 
diers with their gay trappings afforded a 
striking example of the grand progress in 
civilization made by the pale face. Nor could 
the steaming chargers have failed to show 
the Indians how poor and insignificant are 
their puny ponies, on whom they have been 
wont to depend for rapid transit. 

And the mules I Should not their humble 
mien be a lesson in patience and endurance? 
From them also can he learn that, though not 
handsome, he may nevertheless become a 
useful American citizen. 

To crown this glorious day of triumph, 
*^ there was an issue of beef to-day, and 5,100 
Indians were supplied according to A^ent 
Pierce's new method, which gives twenty-two 
people as much meat as was formerly given 
to thirty." Every dog has his day; so does 
the Indian. 



There are indications that a close study of 
Congressional conduct would enable one, if 
not to resolve, at any rate to throw much light 
on the mystery which surrounds Von Hart- 
mann's Unconscious, This, it will be remem- 
bered, is the breathless essence which directs 
the actions of men, and indeed all the forces 
of nature, toward such remarkably definite 
ends, and which is therefore so appropriately 
denominated the Unconscious, (Whether the 
explanation of the finality of the Uncon- 
scious is to be found in comparative philology, 
we need not now inquire. The connection 
between ends and ens is obvious, one of the 
stems of this wonderful radical being enty — 
the transition to the sonant d offers no 
difficulty. But the question must be left to 
Prof. Max MUller.) Certain it is that having 
once made the assumption that all changes in 
the state of nature, however trivial, including 
therefore. Acts of Congress, have their pur- 
pose, and having made the further assumption 
that these several purposes are bound to- 
gether in an essential unity, it is extremely 
difficult to conceive them all as the results of a 
single cause other than the Unconscious. 
The working of the Unconscious in the 
planetary system and in the many depart- 
ments of vital activity has been sufficiently 
elaborated ; it remains to study and classify 
the manifestations of the Unconscious in 
Congress. Among the present manifestations 
may be mentioned, the passing of a new 
'* Silver " Bill by the Senate before the ink had 
time to dry on the totally different one with 
which it had labored for many months ; the 
impudent self-assurance with which members 
indulge in irrelevant chatter and stupid 
personalities at the cost of $10,000 a day to 
the people; and then, suddenly moved uncon" 
sdously to make a show of diligence, begin 
to hold all-night sessions, at a further cost for 
gas. For additional evidence of the exclusive 
activity of the Unconscious, see the daily 
papers passim j and the Congressional Becord 
throughout. 



OoodNewfl Whether Senator Frye, viewing 
Pickers, the recent misfortune of some of 
his companions, and refiecting on the uncer- 
tainty of human greatness and the fickle tem- 
per of democracies, has become a constant 
reader of To-Day, with the determination of 
regulating his future career by our prognostic 
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cations, or whether we are merely gifted with 
the voice of prophecy, it is at present impos- 
sible to say. But certain it is that the words 
were not cold on our lips before Mr. Frye 
introduced in the Senate a bill to establish a 
Bureau of Commerce, to form, indeed, one of 
the executive departments of the Govern- 
ment. **Let it be shown," we had asked, 
^* why the Government docs not establish 
bureaus to aid merchants and manufacturers 
in determining the purchase and sale of mate- 
rials and commodities — which people seri- 
ously err in considering very simple matters." 
Mr. Frye responds at once with the motion to 
establish a Department of Commerce, having 
" the supervision of public business relating 
to trade and commerce, foreign and domestic; 
to collect, preserve, and disseminate among 
the people of the United State information 
regarding commerce in tl.e widest sense of the 
word" (whatever that may mean); *' report 
to Congress from time to time the operation 
of the laws [I] aflectiug commerce in the 
United States and foreign countries, and what 
legislation is needed," etc , etc. 

Of course there is to be a secretary of com- 
merce, an assistant secretary, a chief clerk, 
a disbursing clerk, and two ordinary clerks. 
But this is of relatively small importance. 
The programme as laid out in the bill (to use 
the words of the New York Sun) *' could not 
be carried out without the aid of a regiment 
of economists; statisticians, and experts, and 
a battalion of typewriters; and when the 
information had been collected and dissemi- 
nated, and put upon the desk of Congress, 
who but the buyers of old bones, papers, 
bottles, and boots would ever regard it? " 

It is hardly to be supposed that farmers* and 
workmen's organizations will take any special 
interest in the fate of the Department of 
Commerce. But they have long and loudly 
demanded other things which it will not be 
possible to deny them if this department is 
established. At present they agitate for a 
Department of Labor, a Department of Man- 
ufactures, and a Department of Education. 
Why not establish these also? Has not the 
Department of Agriculture proved so useful 
that they are justified in crying for more of 
that kind of legislation? No; these people 
never judge anything by its fruits. They 
never learn anything from experience, while 
the many things which they know are things 
that are not 



Let a Democratic politician or 
to^SS^^orS*" b^ requested to state the 
*®'** difference between tlie two politi- 
cal parties in this country, and the response 
will invariably be that whereas the Republi- 
can party is pledged to the policy of regula- 
tion, centralization, and much government, 
the Democratic party finds its raison d^Ure in 
the necessity for combating that policy and 
for working in the direction of decentraliza- 
tion, larger personal freedom, and little gov- 
ernment. Certain Democratic newspapers 
are in the habit of parading the aphorism 
that the best government is that which gov- 
erns least, as the political platform of the 
Democratic party. But this theory is utterly 
discrcditc! by the facts of the case; it is in 
fact negatived by every piece of legislation, 
and every suggestion in regard to proper leg- 
islation, for which Democrats are responsible. 
We do not find that the Democratic politicians 
are less eager and anxious to court that noto- 
riously paternalistic organization, the Farm- 
ers' Alliance, than their Republican com- 
petitors. Indeed, Democratic newspapers 
are jubilant over the fact that the Alliance 
seems to expect more practical aid and com- 
fort from the Democratic party, and to favor 
co-operation with it rather than with the 
Republican party. Then the Democratic 
governor of the State of New York, who is 
considered a Presidential possibility, and who 
is trying to so improve his chances as to be- 
come a Presidential certainty, seems to dis- 
cover no inconsistency between the extrava- 
gantly socialistic demands of trades-unionists 
and the principles of Democracy. In his 
'* seventh and last" annual message to the 
New York General Assembly, he not only 
recommends specific measures of a paterna- 
listic nature and legislation calculated to 
destroy the right of free and private contract, 
but he does not hesitate to lay down a general 
principle for the guidance of legislators which 
is absolutely false from the point of view 
adopted by intelligent upholders of represen- 
tative government. After recommending 
compulsory voting, compulsory arbitration of 
differences between workmen and corpora- 
tions, and an extension of the operation of 
the Weekly Payment Act, ^e governor 
malces the astonishing suggestion that an act 
should be passed providing ''for a special 
labor commission to suggest measures in the 
interest of labor." 
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In other words, not satisfied with the pol- 
icy hitherto followed, — of waiting for Jabor 
to make definite demands, and then comply- 
ing with a8 much of the demand as regard 
for other sources of power and profit may 
allow, — the governor of New York wishes to 
create and keep in perpetual motion a mill 
for the turning out of absurd and unjust 
special legislation. " That it is the preroga- 
tive of the Legislature to foster the interests, 
lighten the burdens, and add to the dignity 
of labor, in so far as the same can be done 
properly and legitimately, will not admit of 
dispute," warns us the governor. Were not 
the governor a politician, and a Presidential 
possibility, charity might attribute this dog- 
matic statement to complete ignorance of 
what is, and what is not, established beyond 
dispute in sociological investigation and spec- 
ulation. As it is, he is certainly reckless, it 
not ignorant, of the well-demonstrated fact, 
that it is the duty of the Legislature to allow 
labor to do all it can in a legitimate way in the 
direction of improving its condition, and 
adding to its dignity, and that the Legislature 
cannot legitimately do more than this either 
for labor or for any other special interest. 
He is reckless, too, probably, of the conse- 
quences that invariably follow any attempt to 
exceed its proper functions, provided only 
that his popularity with the groundlings be 
increased. 

By the way, since the governor realizes 
that there are legitimate as well as illegiti- 
mate ways of fostering the interests of labor, 
etc., would it not be well — is it not indeed 
necessary — to begin by appointing a commis- 
sion to decide what way is legitimate, and 
what way illegitimate? It is obvious that 
theory must precede practice. Blind exper- 
imentation will not do in such a sphere as is 
under consideration. By all means, since 
commissions there must be, let there be a 
commission appointed to decide between the 
conflicting opinions on social relations and 
principles, and let all practical legislation in 
favor of particular classes or interests be sus- 
pended pending the decision of the — shall 
it be called — Social Science Commission? 



SILVER AND MONEY. 
Ever since its invention, money has been 
a mystery to the great majority of men. 
A few political economists have thought 



they have arrived at a knowledge of its 
nature, but the rest of the world has been 
content to ^^ make ** it and use it without 
trying to fathom its mysterious qualities. 
Certain savage nations have had a strong 
prejudice against civilization in general and 
money in particular, the most famous ex- 
ample being the ancient Spartans. They, 
as is well known, while yielding to the 
necessity for some sort of a circulating 
medium, chose the metal most inconven- 
ient to use, in order that there might be as 
little temptation as possible to hoard, and 
that their citizens might not be able to 
purchase foreign luxuries. The motives 
which have actuated the United States 
Senate, in its recent financial legislation, to 
follow the example of the Spartans and 
make money out of a cheap and inconven- 
ient metal are very different from those 
which .infiuenced Lycurgus. Our Senators 
are probably willing to trust the McKinley 
Bill to check the importation of foreign 
goods, and many of them see in '^ free 
coinage" a means for getting rid of their 
hoards of silver at a fair profit. 

There is a popular notion that govern- 
ments always have had, and ought to have, 
peculiar relations to money. This opinion 
is, like so many popular opinions, wrong in 
both respects : governments did not invent 
money, and had no idea of taking it under 
their special charge until it was seen that 
they could derive great revenues fi'om doing 
so and from cheating in weight and qual- 
ity. For a long time metals were used to 
effect exchanges in the form of ingots ; at 
last some one — not a government ofiQcial 
— conceived the brilliant idea of cutting 
them in pieces and stamping the weight 
upon each. As soon as this was done 
honestly the pieces became money in the 
full sense of the word. Soon, however, 
kings saw in the practice a means of keep- 
ing their images constantly before their 
subjects, by decreeing that all the 
money metals should be brought to them 
to be stamped, and from this to mixing 
alloys and giving short weight was a very 
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obvious step. Nevertheless, the people — 
from being long forced to accept debased 
coinage — came to believe that this was the 
only way in which money could be made, 
and the belief has survived the utter dis- 
credit of the rights of kings. 

In a popular government, legislators are 
tolerably sure to share popular errors, or at 
any rate to find their account in acting as 
if they did. Accordingly, though law- 
givers have abandoned the attempt to fix 
the price of bread or corn, our Congress- 
men see no objection to regulating the price 
of silver. The depreciation of this metal 
seems to them a great calamity (especially 
as some of them own silver mines), and 
since they are generally ignorant of every- 
thing that occurred before they were bom, 
perhaps they really think they can do some- 
thing permanently to arrest the decline. 
The plan as expressed in the free coinage 
amendment is very simple. Any one 
having over $100 worth of silver bullion, 
" not too base," may take it to any mint of 
the United States and receive an equivalent 
therefor in notes to be issued by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, which notes shall 
be ^^ a legal tender for their nominal amount 
m payment of all debts, public and private, 
and shall be receivable for customs, taxes, 
and alt public dues." The only interesting 
point is, how is the *' equivalent" to be 
determined ? The bullion is to be coined 
into dollars of such weight that an ounce 
will make one dollar and twenty -nine 
hundredths, — that is, the Government is to 
buy silver at SI. 29 per ounce; the price 
in open market about one fifth less than 
this. If twenty-two or three cents can 
really be added to the value of an ounce of 
silver by placing it in a mint, forming it 
into bars, and issuing Treasury notes to 
pay for it with, the framer of this amend- 
ment is entitled to great praise for hitting 
upon so easy a device to increase the wealth 
of the country ; or, if the Government can 
buy silver at Si. 29 an ounce when it is 
worth only SI. 06 or $1.07 an ounce with- 
out loss, it amounts to the same thing. 



Only it ought not to surprise us if ignorant 
farmers who form alliances are unable to 
see why the Government should not buy 
wheat at, say, a dollar a bushel, and issue 
Treasury notes based upon it, which could 
be loaned to farmers at two per cent 
interest. Producers of silver are much 
distressed lest it be degraded into a mere 
commodity; but why have not producers 
of wheat a right to demand that the Govern- 
ment dignify it, and recognize it as a food, 
and protect it from falling into the condition 
of a base merchantible commodity? 

It is perfectly true that throughout all 
historic time gold and silver have been 
recognized as pre-eminently the money 
metals, and probably silver was first used 
extensively in this capacity, though prob- 
ably neither was the original material for 
money. But it is also true that, as 
civilization has advanced and transac- 
tions have become larger, silver has become 
less and less suitable for this purpose. 
Neither that metal nor gold is convenient 
to pass from hand to hand in large amounts, 
but occasionally it is necessary that the 
material on which money is based shall 
itself actually be transferred from one party 
to another. As a million dollars in gold 
weighs about two tons, and the same amount 
in silver over thirty tons, the great advan- 
tage of the former for business on a large 
scale is manifest. 

Accordingly, the demand for silver to use 
as money has not kept pace with the in- 
creased supply from the mines, and not a 
very large part of it is used in the arts at 
present prices. The result is that the value 
of silver has diminished in two respects: 
first, as compared with other commodities 
in general, and second, as compared with 
gold. It has been estimated that the 

average value of wheat in relation to sil- 
ver was, in Athens, 400 B. C, as 1 : 3 1 46 ; in 
Rome, 50 B. C, as 1 : 2681 ; in France, 
shortly before 1620 A. D., as 1 : 4320 ; 
about the middle of the nineteenth century, 
as 1 : 1060. That silver was much more 
valuable in the Dark Ages than after the 
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Renaissance is certain, though how much, 
it is impossible to determine ; estimates of 
the ratio vary from 2 : 1 to 6 : 1 . Accord- 
ing to a carefnl computation made about 
1865, the purchasing power of silver as com- 
pared with the average value of twenty- 
seven commodities was 2.9 times as great 
in the century 1350-1450 as from 1750 to 
1850 ; in the next century, 1450-1550, 2.8 
times; in the next, 1550-1650, 1.5 times; 
from 1650 to 1750, 2.1 times. The value 
of a given weight of corn in relation to a 
given weight of silver, according to Rogers, 
may be exhibited by the following table, 
representing it to have been one from 1260 
to 1400 : — 

1696-1636 2.8 

1687-1700 2.6 

1701-1764 2.1 

1726-1820 8.2 

The changes in the value of silver in re- 
lation to that of gold present a similar 
decline as civilization has progressed. The 
Bntish Silver Commission in 1876 computed 
a table showing the ratio between the values 
of the two metals for the last three and a 
half centuries, the ratio being taken from 
the British, German, and French mint regu- 
lations, up to 1680, and after that date 
calculated from quotations of the Hamburg 
prices current. 



Date. 








Ratio. 


1526 11.30 


1561 






/ 


11.70 


1604 








12.10 


1619 








13.36 


1623 








11.74 


1640 








13.51 


1670 








14.60 


1680 








16.40 


1687-1700 






14.97 


1701-1720 






16.21 


1741-1790 






14.74 


1801-1810 






15.61 


1821-1830 








15.80 



Not all the figures of the table are given. 

This table shows a continued decrease, 
though with fluctuations, in the value of 
sQver as compared with gold. The United 
States Senate apparently thinks that this 
decrease has, at the present time, gone far 



enough, and too far ; accordingly, it decrees 
that the ratio 16:1 shall be maintained for- 
ever. Some of the Senators attribute the 
decline to hostility on the part of govern- 
ments towards silver, and they are deter- 
mined that one at least shall stand by that 
metal. Any one who does not own a silver 
mine or speculate in silver would be more 
likely to infer that the civQized world has 
found more use for gold in proportion to 
the amount obtainable and less use for 
silver, and that in consequence of this fact 
one has appreciated and the other depre- 
ciated. 

A large amount of both metals has been 
added to the world's stock in the last 
century. The greatest increase in the pro- 
duction of gold took place immediately 
after the discovery of the mines in America 
and Australia. The world's average annual 
production for a part of the present century 
is shown by the table following : — 

1820-1830 . . . $10,000,000 per year. 

1831-1840 . . . $14,161,000 ** 

1840-1860 . $38,194,000 " 

1852 $170,000,000 to $180,000,000 *» 

1881-1886 . . . $101,000,000 *• 

1886 ... $99,000,000 ** 

1838 .... $92,576,000 »* 

The production of silver has also vastly 
increased in recent years, and, unlike gold, 
it is not increasing at a diminishing rate. 
In 1550, the amount mined was $39,- 
000,000; in 1873, $64,000,000; in 1887, 
$ 1 35,000,000. In the United States alone, 
according to the director of the United 
States mint, 50,000,000 ounces were pro- 
duced last year, the price averaging some- 
thing under $1.06 per ounce. Xhe total 
amount of silver in the world is estimated 
at $8,820,571 ,346. 

The value of both gold and silver as 
measured by other commodities has fluctu- 
ated considerably, but the former much 
less than the latter, at any rate in recent 
years. These fluctuations are indicated by 
variations in the price of different articles, 
as measured in the precious metals. Un- 
fortunately, this is the same criterion that 
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indicates fluctuations in the value of other 
commodities, and hence there is room for 
great confusion on the subject. A general 
rise in prices might indicate one of two 
things, — either that gold and silver had 
become more abundant, and so less valu- 
able in relation to other articles, or that 
other articles had become harder to procure, 
and so more valuable in relation to gold 
and silver. If we know simply that prices 
have risen, we cannot decide merely from 
this to which cause the rise should be at- 
tributed. If, however, we know in addi- 
tion that gold and silver have become more 
abundant, an obvious explanation of the 
phenomenon is suggested. Again, the con- 
tinued depression of prices for the last 
decade may be explained by the fact that, 
owing to improved methods of production, 
mo^t commodities cost less of human effort 
and have become more abundant relatively 
to the amount of money. It is not at all 
necessary to assume that gold has become 
scarcer, as is commonly done. The fact 
that those articles in the production of 
which no improvement has been made have 
not declined in price negatives this expla- 
nation. 

In ancient times, the supply of precious 
metals from the mines was kept out of the 
market by the system that prevailed of 
hoarding treasure by the State, by temples, 
and, later, by individuals. Revolutions in 
prices were produced by the sudden open- 
ing of such reserves. For example, the 
dissipation of the treasure amassed for the 
state by Pericles, the spoliation of many 
temples, the distribution of Persian treas- 
ures by Alexander, undoubtedly were instru- 
mental in producing the rise in the price of 
Greek commodities in the period succeed- 
ing the Peloponnesian war. The modern 
method, which is no less effective, is rather 
to hoard the goods, though the alleged " sil- 
ver pool " might perhaps be regarded as a 
case of reversion. It is to be remembered 
that it does not take nearly so long now to 
influence the market as it did even two 
hundred years ago. Silver was sent in 



large quantities from America to Europe fax" 
half a century before it affected the prices 
materially ; now the bare discovery of mines 
as rich, comparatively, would make its isx^ 
fluence felt before an ounce had been take en 
out. 

There was a great though lot, apparently^ > 
sudden revolution in prices at the beginning 
of the modem era. The price of wheat Lta 
France from 1800 to 1850 was about seven^ 
times as high as in the second half of tlm^ 
fifteenth century, and in England abocm^ 
six times as high. In Germany the ri»^ 
was first observed in the case of foreig~Ei. 
groceries, some of which rose 400 per cent^ • 
This does n'>t seem to have been entirely diE^ 
to the increased production of the mone3r 
metals ; among the other causes assigned In. 
explanation being the transition from si. 
sluggish to an active circulation of mone^^ 
and the introduction of a circulating mediuExi . 
based partly upon credit. According to tlm^ 
popular notion, it was chiefly due to tl*^ 
cupidity of sellers, and considerable legis- 
lation was based upon this idea. Now w^^ 
seem to be in the midst of a revolution xwzm. 
the opposite direction. The production o^ 
other commodities, including silver, seem^ 
to be outstripping the production of gold. 

This is the real cause of the populate* 
demand for a larger coinage of silver. Tk^ 
rise in prices referred to bore hard upoxB. 
wage-earners and upon small tradesmesB. 
and manufacturers; a fall in prices seem.^ 
also to be unfavorable to their interests - 
The amount of money a nation needs cam — 
not be readily determined ; but it is peir— 
fectly conceivable that the amount of gol<i 
in the world should not increase fa»** 
enough to serve as the basis for monejT-* 
more and more of which is needed as busl^ — 
ness expands. It is tolerably certain tha.'C^ 
gold could not have continued to be th^ 
basis of currency up to the present time -» 
if it had not been for the very large addi — 
tions to the stock of it consequent uport 
the discovery of rich mines in America 
and Australia, at the middle of the presen t^ 
century. For the last few yeara gold faa^ 
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certainly become more valuable in relation 
to most other commodities, and therefore 
their price, if reckoned in it, has dimin- 
shed; this has exerted a depressing in- 
fluence upon trade, which has reacted upon 
production. It makes little difference as 
far as trade is concerned whether this 
appreciation of gold has been caused by a 
greater production of other things or by an 
actual diminution in the gold supply. 

So it seems perfectly evident to many 
persons that if the continued use of gold as 
the sole basis of currency will cause the fall 
in prices to continue, some other material 
should be added to make the basis broader ; 
and for this purpose silver is naturally the 
first metal to suggest itself. Those who 
advocate the extensive use of silver as 
money of course wish it to be as valuable 
as possible. The Government could raise 
the price in this country to any figure 
desired, — $1.50 or $2.00 or $5.00 an ounce, 
— by excluding the silver of other countries 
and buying all that might be offered at the 
figure decided upon; but it is doubtful 
whether the attainment of the object would 
be worth the expense. If silver were not 
to be used as money there would be no 
serious objection to its becoming cheaper 
(except on the part of those having it to 
sell) . According to some figures given in 
Mr. Sherman*s speech in the Senate a few 
weeks ago, iron, which used to be worth 
one hundred dollars a ton, is now selling for 
$20 to $30. Copper and zine have pro- 
portionally declined in price. ** Nickel in 
our first nickel coins was worth $1.67 per 
pound, and now it is said that it can be 
produced in Canada for fifteen to twenty 
cents a pound." Is it a misfortune to the 
world that these metals have become so 
cheap? If not, why should the price of 
silver be artificially maintained? At the 
present time it is not used very extensively 
in the arts. In the same speech Mr. Sher- 
man tells us that only 5,000,000 or 6,000,- 
000 ounces were so used in this country last 
year, out of a total production of some 50,- 
000,000 ounces, but there can be no doubt 



that much more would be so used if, under 
free competition, the price should be driven 
down somewhere near the cost of produc- 
tion. Prof. Austen, of the Royal Mint, 
in London, after careful investigation, 
estimated that this cost varied from 83.2 
cents per ounce fine, in Arizona, to 47.7 
cents, in Utah. Certainly many more 
articles would be made of silver at the 
higher of these figures, even, than at the 
present price. 

Money, the books tell us, serves two 
purposes : first, as a medium of exchange ; 
and second, as a measure of value. Silver 
is far too bulky to discharge well the first 
function, except in small transactions; 
even gold is inconvenient to transfer in 
large sums. As a standard of value, sil- 
ver is far from being stable enough. To 
be sure, there is nothing which is not sub- 
ject to more or less fiuctuation, but gold is 
far more stable than silver, or than any 
other material. Silver, then, is, at the 
present day, and for civilized nations, 
extremely ill adapted to fulfil either of the 
purposes for which money was devised, 
however well it may have served the pur- 
pose in former times and among uncivilized 
nations Still, if unlimited coinage meant 
only this, that a man might take uny quan- 
tity of silver to a mint and hire the govern- 
ment to manufacture it into dollars for him, 
but not to help him force any one to receive 
those dollars, — such a plan would not be 
seriously objectionable. 

It is not at all likely that the almost uni- 
versal superstition that coining money is a 
" natural " fhnction of government — that 
no one but a government can coin — will 
soon be dissipated. Of course an}' one can 
see, if he thinks a moment, that the verifi- 
cation and indication by a stamp of the 
metal in a coin is a trade, and a very 
simple trade; and if he has read much 
history he is aware that governments have 
arrogated this trade to themselves, and 
have worked at it very dishonestl}'. But 
as soon as the question of issuing money 
arises, those who know history as well as 
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those who are igoorant of it immediately 
agree that the government must take the 
matter in charge. It can hardly be main- 
tained that governments have become 
honest in recent years. They do not any 
longer try to make people believe that there 
is more gold or silver in coin than there 
really is, because any such attempt would 
be so readily detected nowadays. But 
something more than honesty in minting is 
required now to furnish a good currency. 
Until one shall be discovered which will 
regulate itself, there will be much ground 
for fault-finding on the part of those who 
have to use it, and, even if such an one 
should be discovered, governments, judg- 
ing from other cases, would long continue 
to substitute their regulations for natural 
regulations. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The Forum (February). — Unless some un- 
expected increase in the annual revenues of the 
Government, or a decrease in its expenditures 
occurs, there will be before the next Presidential 
campaign a deficit of several million dollars in 
the public treasury. So says Senator John Q. Car- 
lisle, in writing, of The Vanishing Surplus. He 
estimates that at the end of the fiscal year, June 
30, 1891, there will be a deficit of about $84,000,- 
000. The party now in power is charged with 
wastefulness and extravagance, which he sees 
no reason to suppose will cease until the Treas- 
ury is bankrupt. The increase in population 
from 1880 to 1890 has been 24.67 percent; of 
expenditures, 66 per cent. Facts and figures 
regarding the lavish pension legislation, that 
has obtained during the present administration 
are given, and compared with the expenditures 
for the same purpose In the years past. That 
the annual pension list has grown from $27,133,- 
019 In 1878 to $106,936,835 in 1890 shows how 
greatly mistaken Gen. Garfield was In judging 
the future policy of his party when, In 1872, he 
said, ** We may reasonably expect that the ex- 
penditures for pensions will hereafter steadily 
decrease, unless our legislation should be un- 
warrantably extravagant." 

Was the Emin Expedition Piratical? asks 
E. L. Oodkin, and proceeds to show why Stan- 
ley's expedition was illegal. Any traveller who 
could muster sufficient force to defy the native 
chiefs and to make his way through Africa has 
not deemed it necessary to be supported In his 
attempt by any particular government, — which 
cannot be stated of any other country. Quoting 
from Stanley's own book. It Is demonstrated 
how cruel and devastating his expedition was 
per necessity, and how, in the recent contro- 
versy that has arisen In relation to the rear 



guard, there is absolutely *• no one to report to 
except himself (Stanley), and that no judicial 
machinery now exists for the Investigation of 
the charges which he brings against his ofllcers." 

** Neither philanthropists nor explorers ought to 
be allowed to engage in military ventures, no matter 
how laudable the object, without far greater care 
than marked the inception of the Emin expedition, 
particularly when such ventures are likely to be 
attended with loss of life, damage to property, and 
the presentation of civilization and Christianity to 
barbarians in an odious or fearful light.'' 

The Farmers* Changed Condition^ by Prof, 
Rodney Welch, is a rather interesting paper, hi 
which the present condition of the farmer is 
contrasted with what It was fifty years ago. 
The modes of life of the New England tillers of 
the soil, primitive as It was In those days, as 
compared with the present, has a certain fasci- 
nation, even though it has been read of a hundred 
times before. Prof. Welch's description Is no 
exception. In which we read of the days when 
every farm-house was a manufactory, and when 
money was much scarcer than In these later days 
of loud and emphatic demands for unlimited 
coinage. Speaking of farms in the West, we are 
told that more farms have been deserted in 
Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin than In New Eng- 
land, the Western farmers, however, having 
accumulated sufficient competence to enable 
them to move Into the towns, and rent their 
farms to foreigners. As a result, in entire 
counties, the English language Is seldom heard 
outside the large towns ; and a peasant class is 
thus being Introduced, equal In Ignorance and 
mediocrity to that found In Germany or Bohemia. 

Prof. Welch deplores the fact that farmers 
have not entered our legislative halls more fre- 
quently of late years. As a consequence, the 
legislators as a rule know little or nothing of 
the real needs of their agricultural brother, and 
have therefore passed him by In their multifarious 
and heroic effbrts to enact laws for the public 
good. 

Comparing the postal service In the country 
with that furnished to residents of the city, the 
writer sees no reason why rural districts should 
not be favored with a free delivery, and cites 
European countries as doing this with success. 

ir. A, P. Martin, president of Yung Wen 
College, Peking, tells In an Interesting manner 
how the Chinese regard Western life and cus- 
toms. Their opinion of us is doubtless as 
amusing as would be to them our opinion of the 
Chinese. 

In The Government and the Indians, by Biram 
Price, Is found an excellent criticism of our 
Indian policy and of Its administration. Atten- 
tion Is called to the way In which the Indians 
have been swindled by attorneys, and to the fact 
that, contrary to the general opinion, the Gov- 
ernment Is not paying large sums every year for 
the support of the Indians, but, on the contrary, 
is only paying them funds held In trust for them. 
The amount paid the Indians, per capita, for 
their subslstance Is only two cents per day. 

Political Progress in Japan, by the Bev. Dr. 
W. E. Oriffis, explains the first general election 
In the empire. 
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AMERICANA. 

In the county court of common pleas, Judge 
Llppincott has decided that the following New 
Jersey Blue Law is still in operation and eft'ec- 
tive : — 

*• That no travelling, wordly employment, ordi- 
nary or servile labor or work, either upon land 
or water (works of necessity and charity 
excepted), nor shooting, fishing (not including 
ftsiiing with a seine or net, which is hereafter 
provided for), sporting, hunting, gumilng, rac- 
- ing, or frequenting of tippling-houses. or any 
interludes or plays, dancing, singing. Addling, or 
other mu«ic for the 8a>e of merriment, or any 
playing at football, fives, ninepins, l)owl8, long 
bullets or quoits, nor any other kind of playing, 
sports or pastimes or diversions, shall be done on 
the Christian Sabbath, or the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday; and that every, 
person being of the age of fourteen years or 
upward offending in the premises shall for every 
said ofitence forfeit and pay to the law for the 
use of the poor of the township in which said 
otTence shall be committed the sum of one 
doUar." 

The United States Senate is a body in which 
the customs, manners, and tra'^iitions of nobility 
are imitated to as great an extent as a democratic 
environment will permit. Everything in the 
Senate Chamber conduces to ease, indolence, and 
languor. The debates are carried on in a dron- 
ing?, undemonstrative, and diguitled manner. 
*' Senatorial dignity " allows none of the noisy 
demonstrations and interruptions which prevail 
among rude commoners of the lower branch. 
It is " If the Senator will allow me," or '* Will 
the Senator permit an interruption?" In short, 
the idea is to Imit ite the superior manners of the 
old English gentry of hereditary nobles. 

The furnishings of the Senate are in imitation 
of those supposed to be appropriate to the 
nobility. The floors of the chamber are covered 
with rich, soft, expensive carpets. Their 
American lordships are provided with cloak- 
rooms for privacy, in which are big sofas cov- 
ered with high-priced ornamental leather. 
Scattered around are easy-chairs, soft foot- 
stools, ready to be moved by low-bowing attend- 
ants. These luxuries are only feebly imitated 
in the I^wer House. 

If a Senator desires to send a note, an iuvita- 
tlon, or an acceptance of one, or has the most 
trivial message to send to the other end of the 
town, a mounted paue is despatched on a fieet- 
footed Government horse. If a Senator wants 
anytblng» from a cigar to a book or a glass of 



ApoUinaris water, he raises a finger and an 
obsequious page Is at his side This superior 
legislative being can only be seen by card, and it 
must be sent in to him by a special door. 
Wherever he moves in the Capitol the attendants 
bow lower, and the man at the elevator will 
keep a load of passengers waiting a couple of 
minutes for this slow-moving dignitary. — 
Boston Globe. 

The Senate Committee on Printing has re- 
ported back with a recommendation to pass the 
joint resolution to print twenty-five thousand 
copies of the eulogies delivered in Congress on 
Edward J. Gay, lately a Hepresentative in Con- 
gress from Louisiana. The co^t of the printing 
and binding will be $10 375. 

So it costs more than two years' salary of a 
member of the H<)US(b of Representatives to dis- 
tribute his eulogy. This is not the whole cost 
of his death to the country. The announcement 
of hjs dt-ath to the House is followed by a mo- 
tion to adjourn, and a part or whole of a legisla- 
tive day is thus lost. For a long time the prac- 
tice has been to devote another day, or part of 
a day, to the making of more or less perfunctory 
eulogies, most of which have in common the 
characteristics of flatness and chronic and exces- 
sive misquotation of poetry of all Ji^rades. 

The eulogies pronounced in Congress upon 
Mr. Gay have already been printed, at the 
expense of the dovernment, in the Congressional 
Eecord. Why should they be printed again? 
What excuse or reason is there for mal\ing the 
people pay ^10,375 to gratify the vanity of some 
of the. gentlemen In Congress who think they 
have a turn for commemorative eloquence or an. 
aptness for political illustration? 

This whole business of eulogies in Congress^ 
is a humbug ; and when it comes to printing the 
prepostt^rous number of twenty-five thousand 
copies of a set of Congress eulogies it is an inex- 
cusable extravagance. — A^ein York Sun. 

' There," said the editor to a visitor, *♦ is one 
of our most indefatigable writers of fiction." 
** Indeed I What novel has he written? " 
" Oh, he never wrote a novel, he merely 
copies the weather report." — Galveston Npws. 

A member of a Western Legislature accepted 
ten dollars from a hotel-keeper, j. wheelbarrow 
from a factory, and a knife from a merchant, a 
barrel of flour from a mill, a dog from a farmer, 
and a gallon of whiskey from a distiller. He 
says he had just as much right to do it as his as- 
sociates had to accept railroad passes. — Detroit 
Frt^e Press. 
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JANUARY, 1891, ABROAD. 

The new year found the so-called Iiish crisis 
still the absorbing topic of Interest In England, 
and it continued to occupy the chief place In pub- 
lic attention throughout the month. During 
this time the only events affecting the situation 
known to have occurred are the following : A 
second Interview between Pamelland W. O'Brien 
at Boulogne, the first having terminated before 
Jan. 1 ; a consultation at the same place between 
O'Brien and McCarthy, and others representing 
the antl-Pamell faction; and the subsequent 
publication of expressions of confidence on both 
sides that an amicable settlement would be 
reached. John Dillon was telegraphed for to 
come from the United States, and after his arrival 
negotiations were resumed at Boulogne ; but this 
time only ttetween O'Brien and Dillon on the one 
side, and representatives of the anti-Parnellites 
on the other, which Is held to Indicate that the 
former are In agreement with Pamell. Abso- 
lutely nothing Is known of the results of these 
conferences. In the meanwhile the situation in 
Ireland has been characterized by Recrimination 
on the part of both factions of being supported 
by, If not In the pay of, the Tory government. 
Officially, however, the action of the government 
has been confined to the attempt to allay or pre- 
vent Distress among the poor, by employment 
on public works undertaken for the purpose, and 
by the distribution of charity In the form of 
potatoes, etc. The last bye-election preceding the 
reassembling of Parliament, on Jan. 22, was that 



at Hartlepool, where the government unexpect- 
edly lost a seat to the Gladstonlan candidate, the 
poll being the fullest ever known at that place. 

In the House of Commons one of the first 
questions was addressed to the President of the 
Board of Trade, and related to the employment 
of railway hands for longer than twelve con- 
secutive hours. The question was called out by 
the still pending Strike on the Scotch railways, 
the demands of the strikers being for shorter 
hours. (This strike, notwithstanding repeated 
rumors to the contrary, having begun In the 
latter part of December, has continued through- 
out the month of January, with no prospect of 
compromise. But at last accounts the two 
principal roads Involved, the Caledonian and the 
North British, have succeeded In remannlng 
their service, and defections among the strikers 
have become numerous.) A resolution con- 
demning the companies for excessive hours 
required of employees and directing the Board 
of Trade to limit hours in certain cases was 
negatived by a vote of 141-124. The govern- 
ment, however, promised that the question of 
the regulation of the hours of railway servants 
by legislation should be looked into. The dis- 
cussion seems to have been Initiated and carried 
on by both sides In the endeavor to obtain parti- 
san advantage with the *' labor vote.'' Oth^- 
wlse the time of the House has been spent In 
the conslderatian of the Scotch Private Legisla- 
tion Bin, and the Tithe Bill, designed, the one 
to establish a commission to relieve Parliament 
from part of the onus of private legislation, 
the other to fix the relations of landlords and 
tenants with respect to the payment of tithes. 
A question relating to boundary between British 
and Portuguese territory In Africa, was answered 
to the eff»ict that the modus vivendi with Portu- 
gal would come to an end In May, and that 
grants or concessions made by Portugal In the 
meanwhile extending beyond the limits fixed by 
the unratified treaty would not be recognized 
by England. The answer contained the further 
intimation that England's next grab at African 
territory would show even less respect for 
Portuguese claims than former Incursions had 
done. — With reference to the Behring Sea con- 
troversy with the United States, the reply was, 
of the government, that no conclusion had been 
reached. — In the House of Lords nothing was 
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accomplished while waiting for the Tithes and 
the Private Legislation bills to come up from 
the Commons, beyond the appointment of two 
select committees, the one to examine the ques- 
tion of the expediency of continuing the prac- 
tice of referring bills to standing committees, 
the other to consider the Children's Insurance 
bills, introduced last session, by the Bishop of 
Peterborough, and now read the second time. 
In India, the goyemment introdoced in the 
Legislative Council, on Jan. 9, a motion to 
raise the ** age of consent** from ten to twelve 
years, as an amendment to the present law« and 
at the same time to remove the violations com- 
mitted by husbands to the class of non-cognizable 
offences. This measure has been referred to a 
select committee, and has excited the greatest 
interest among the natives. The majority of 
the eminent Indians as well of the native papers 
are opposed to the amendment, some for one 
reason, some for another. On the one hand, the 
measure is characterized as drastic, contrary to 
Hindoo religion, and in contravention of the 
proclamation of the empress. On the other, the 
laudableness of the object is admitted, but the 
probability of producing an effect on native cus- 
tom is denied. — Hoth in Bengal and in Burma, 
fighting has been going on incessantly with in- 
subordinate chiefs, the government having been 
repulsed in an attack on Thetta. On one of the 
expeditions in Burma, a body of eight hundred 
well-armed Chinamen was met with.— Canadian 
politics has been chiefly concerned, as usual, 
with the tariff question ; but nothing has been 
done. There, as in the United States, the pre- 
vailing "protective" policy has begun to be 
qualified by vague aspirations for reciprocity. 
Proposals are said to have come from the United 
States for complete reciprocity between the two 
countries. There have also been rumors of 
Canadian reciprocity with the British West 
Indies and with the Hawaiian Islands. — Dissat- 
isfaction bordering on disaffection has pre- 
vailed in Newfoundland in consequence of the 
announcement of the renewal by the British 
government of the modus vivendi with France, 
which permits French fishermen access to New- 
foundland waters. But the reported renewal 
has not been confirmed. The ministry in New 
Zealand were taken by surprise by the return of 
a large opposition at the general election, com- 
posed chlefiy of successful " labour" candidates. 
Their resignation was expected on Friday, Jan. 
2 1st. — Western Australia began a new period 
in its political history, on Jan. 20, when the first 
parliament under the new constitution convened 
at Perth. The governor recommended appropria- 
tions for railway construction, and stated that 



delegates would attend the forthcoming federal 
convention at Sydney. — The very long and dis- 
astrous strike from which Victoria and New 
South Wales suffered last year has resulted 
in the formation, at Melbourne, of the Em- 
ployers* National Defence Fund, as an insur- 
ance against future strikes. All classes of em- 
ployers are said to be joining the movement. — 
An election was held in France, on Jan. 4, in 
twenty-nine departments to fill the places of 
79 outgoing Senators. Of these, 68 were Re- 
publicans and 16 ** Reactionaries," that is to say. 
Royalists. The latter, however, lost ten of their 
sixteen seats, thus leaving the Senate with only 
55 of their party, against 238 Republicans. The 
Boulangists cut no figure in the election, in spite 
of attempts to revamp their pretentions; but 
29 of them still hold seats in the Chamber. — The 
session was formally opened on Jan. 13, but 
nothing of importance has so far been done, 
though committees have been in constant ses- 
sion. Among these the Tarif Committee Is by 
far the most active, the votes taken in commit- 
tee indicating increases of the protective duties 
in general. The Labor Regulation Committee 
has received replies to its circular asking for 
opinions on the subject of restricting the hours 
of labor. Fifty-four of the sixty-four Chambers 
of Commerce, twenty-five of the thirty-two Con- 
sultative Chambers, 201 of the 235 employers' 
unions, ten of the twelve mixed unions, con- 
demn any legislation on the subject. Of 410 
workmen's unions, thirty-eight unite In this 
opinion, 186 advocate eight hours without over- 
time, forty-eight favor eight hours with over- 
time, thirteen, nine hours, and forty-three, ten 
hours. — A bill was submitted in the Chamber 
renewing the privilege of the Bank of France 
for twenty-three years: on condition of an 
annual payment, after 1897, of two and a half 
millions, and of waiving the three-per-ooit 
interest on the loan of sixty millions In 1867, and 
the two-per-cent interest on the loan of eighty 
millions in 1878, as well as the right to claim the 
principal as long as the privilege lasts. The 
issue of bank-notes, however, may be raised 
from three and a half to four thousand millions. 
— The first instalment (141 millions) of the new 
three-per-cent loan of 869 millions was immedi- 
ately subscribed sixteen and a half times over. — 
A special loan of four millions, for the Relief of 
Sufferers in the rural districts by the rigors of 
the winter, was unanimously agreed to in the 
Chamber. — It has been formally announced that 
a new Panama Canal company will be floated. 
The Colombian Government has granted an 
extension of ten years for the completion of the 
canal, in consideration of ten million francs in 
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gold and five million in shares. The fnnds for 
the renewal of the enterprise are to be raised by 
an annual lottery of twenty million francs. — 
Fighting has been going on in Sbnegambia, bat 
the French seem to have everything pretty much 
their own way. Despatches indicate their vic- 
tory in conflicts with the native chief Ah Madou 
— conflicts which cannot be called battles, in 
view of the immunity from danger of the 
French troops and the slaughter of their ene- 
mies. The events resemble the so-called wars 
with the American Indians in every respect. — In 
Paris, next to the interest excited by murder 
trials, of which there has been an unusually fasci- 
nating instalment, the greatest degree of public 
attention has been bestowed on a personal dis- 
pute between two army oflScers as to the honor 
of having commanded at Sedan. — On Jan. 28, 
in response to an nppeal published by the 
EgaliU the Anarchists attempted to make a 
demonstration in the Pl<ice de VOpSra. They 
began to approach the Place at about 12.80, in 
groups of fifty or more. The police were on 
hand in large numbers, uniformed and dis- 
guised. The groups were ordered to move on, 
and those not complying were immediately ar- 
rested. Only one man ofibred forcible resist- 
ance Another tried to speak from the steps of 
the OpSraj but was prevented by the police. 
More than five hundred were taken to the 
station, but the majority were afterwards 
released. Fifty were sent to prison, and 
seven will be prosecuted for sedition. On 
Jan. 27, after a Cabinet council, the new play 
of Sardou's, Thermidor, which had only been 
twice performed, was ordered off the stage of 
the Fran^ais. The cause of this violent inter- 
vention is the contempt thrown on the acts of 
the Reign of Terror, the scene being laid just at 
the time of the fall of Robespierre. The larger 
part of the audience which attended on the night 
of the twenty-seventh was unaware of the inter- 
dict; and when the curtain went up and dis- 
closed the change of program (the management 
having substituted Tartuffe by way of retaliation) 
the storm of disapproval made it impossible to 
proceed with the play. Three attempts were in- 
effectual, and the audience dispersed amid much 
excitement. The episode was made the occasion 
for a heated debate in the Chamber on the 29th ; 
but the action of the government was sustained 
on amotion for the order of the day, by a vote of 
315 to 192. The confiict between the clergy and 
the government, growing out of the last general 
election, continues to be a source of trouble to 
both parties. Sixty-six monastic schools have 
been closed during the latter part of 1890, and 
lay teachers have been substituted for clerical 



teachers in 112 classes. The Royalists, who 
have always represented themselves as the de- 
fenders of the church against the republic, 
anticipate favorable results for their cause from 
the rigor with which the government enforces 
the law ** laicizing" the schools; but the clergy 
is divided on the question of submission, some of 
the highest dignitaries having recommended ad- 
herence to the republic and abstention from 
politics. In Germany, the otherwise unfailing 
source of gossip and speculation, viz., the re- 
tirement of Prince Bismarck, has given place, for 
a time at least, to Dr. Koch's ** cure for con- 
sumption.*' The government, having interfered 
with the natural course of scientific experiment 
and discovery, has succeeded in fostering a faith 
in the importance of tuberculous lymph only 
second to the faith in itself, which seems to 
spring spontaneously from the German breast. 
The only vote of importance in the Reichstag is 
that by which the motion of Herr Richter for 
the abolition of the com duties was defeated, 
210 to 106. The minority was composed of the 
Freisinnige,the Social Democrat, and the Popular 
parties. But the vote is believed not to show 
the full strength of the opposition to the corn 
duties, one section having adhered to the gov- 
ernment only in view of the pending commercial 
treaty with Austria. In the Prussian Chamber 
the bill to compensate land-owners for damage 
by game was advanced to the second reading. 
A bill for restoring to the Catholic Church 
the funds which were confiscated during the 
heat of the Kultur Kampf was introduced. The 
money which will thus be returned to the church, 
with accrued interest, will amount to sixteen 
million marks. In connection with corn duties 
and bills to compensate land-owners, etc., it is in- 
teresting to observe that the number of 
emigrants from Germany to America during the 
months from January to November, 1890, both 
inclusive, was 89«000, or 1,600 more than for the 
entire year of 1889 ; while, during the five years 
ending with 1889, the number was 462,500. The 
Aged Workingmen's Insurance law went into 
effect on Jan. 1st. In Rixdorf , a suburb of Berlin 
having a population of 85,000, two hundred 
claims for the annuity had been filed by Jan. 
8d. The same proportion observed for the whole 
of Germany would give over 300,000 pensioners 
under this law. The Germans have at last taken 
formal possession of the East African territory, 
opposite Zanzibar. The firf<t act, after hoisting 
the fiag, was to establish a custom-house at Bag- 
amoyo, the port nearest Zanzibar. A letter from 
Emin Pasha has been received by Dr. Carl Peters, 
in which the real object of the German govern- 
ment, as of the other government, in their raid 
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on Africa, is plainly disclosed. Nothing Is any 
longer said of the suppression of the slave trade, 
the burden of Dr. Emln's remarks being the 
necessity for distancing England, In the acquisi- 
tion of territory, under the guise of treaties with 
native chiefs, the danger of letting the ivory 
trade be diverted from the Zanzibar coast, the 
expediency of placing steamers on Lake Victo- 
ria, and, above all, the need of expedition in 
order to get ahead of Stanley. Thus falls the 
last shred of the mask which has been used to 
conceal the theft of Africa from the natives. 
Emin, one of Gordon's lieutenants for suppress- 
ing the slave trade, turns out to be a commercial 
agent, Wissman a successful marauder, and 
Stanley a lively freebooter. The deficiency^ 
estimated from present income in the Italian 
budget, amounted to thirty million lire, which it 
was proposed to meet by increased taxes on 
liquors, petroleum, and other oils. When this 
proposition was presented to the Chamber it 
met with such violent oppo!«ition that Signor 
Crispi was led to expect the rejection of the bill. 
The opposition maintained that the deficiency 
should be met by a reduction of expenditures, 
especially for the army, and accordingly de- 
feated the government bill on Jan. 29, by a vote 
of 186 to 1 23. The premier immediately resigned. 
In the early part of the month, the Italian Social- 
ists held a congress In the canton of Ticlno, at 
which about a hundred delegates were present, 
several of them being deputies in the Chamber. 
The proceedings have not become public, and 
the afiHir attracted but little attention. The 
meeting was indiscriminately reported as an 
anarchist and as a socialist congress. In B4llan 
a number of unemployed workmen assembled 
on Jan. 8th, In front of the office of the local Re- 
lief Committee, and having made demands for 
aid which were refused, created a disturbance 
which resulted in several arrests. The event 
of the month In Austria was the sudden 
and totally unexpected dissolution of the Relchs- 
rath by imperial decree. The ministry had 
not been defeated, nor was any immediate re- 
verse anticipated. But the life of an Austrian 
premier at this time is not an easy one. Count 
Taafe, however, retains his position. Instead 
of reconciling the desires of the several factions 
represented In the Reichsrath, he has merely suc- 
ceeded in pr?venting any one of them from 
gaining the upper hand. His present move may 
indicate a resolution to abandon the conciliatory 
policy for one more vigorous, if not more 
original. The chief interest of the situation, 
therefore, lies in the chance of the Austrian 
leader's being able or unable to break up the 
existing party lines by attracting sufficient num- 



bers from them all to leave the present factions 
in a hopeless minority. What goes on in Russia 
is more a matter of speculation than of knowl- 
edge. The estimated Budget calling for over 
nine hundred million roubles (average value 
about forty- five cents) prolongs the series of 
continually augmenting budgets, and the balance 
at the end of the year will probably prolong the 
series of deficits. But fiscal affairs are of small 
moment In Russia at present. The oppression 
of the Jews which was begun last year continues 
with but slight pretexts at concealment. The 
extreme edict agalqst them, the execution of 
which was believed to have been suspended out 
of fear of the Jewish bankers of Western 
Europe, is being carried out piecemeal. A com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the condition of 
the Russian bar could only invent a recommen- 
dation that the number of Jewish lawyers in 
Moscow, Warsaw, and St. Petersburg be reduced 
to one tenth of the total number of lawyers in 
those cities. Everywhere the Jews are harassed, 
always with the connivance, and generally under 
the direction of the imperial authorities. The 
design seems to be to make an example of one 
portion of the population by contrast with 
which the oppression under which the rest 
suffers will appear trivial. The campaign 
against the Nihilists also continues with unabated 
rigor. The numl)er transported from Russia 
during tlie year 1890 is said to have been three 
hundred, and forty- seven were " tried " In St. 
Petersburg during January ; but what their fate 
is, no one knows, or will know, for a long time. 
It is well known that the Czar has a system of 
secret police and spies, not only in every hamlet 
of his own country, but In many cities of 
Western Europe. The central agency of the 
foreign spies is located at Pari^, but Vienna and 
London are important offices. The operation of 
this expensive system is, however, attended by 
extenuating circumstances, to wit, the Russian 
refugees seem to know at least as much about 
the movements of the police as the latter do of 
them. On the whole, there is some doubt 
whether the spy system does not inure more to 
the advantage of the Nihilists abroad than of 
the Czar ; and, as the latter is made to bear all 
the expense, the honors, at least, would seem 
to rest with the former, for it does not appear 
that the foreign police ever accomplish anything. 
In Belgium the consideration of the propo- 
sition for revising the constitution was inter- 
rupted by the death of the heir to the throne. 
The proposition for Revision came from the 
Radical leader, M. Janson. But, In spite of the 
fact that the Clerico-Conservatives are in the 
majority in parliament, the condition of the 
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franchise is so scandalous that there is a proba- 
bility that the revision will be accepted, and 
that, too, in a democratic sense. Although 
Belgium has a population of about six million, 
the restriction of the franchise to the adult 
males paying a direct tax of at least $8.50 has 
limited the number of electors to less than 120,- 
000. The elections are therefore very easily 
manipulated. The extension which meets with 
greatest favor is one limited by an educational 
qualification; but the Radicals demand uni- 
versal suffrage. This they will not be able to 
secure, as they compose only a small minority of 
the present Chamber of Representatives. The 
Grand Duke of Luxkmburg distinguished him- 
self on Jan. 26th by refusing an increase of his 
civil list which had been voted by the parliament. 
The Increase would have required an additional 
tax ; but, although the principality Is the most 
lightly taxed of Europe, the Grand Duke pre- 
ferred to meet the expense from his private 
means. It is not generally believed that his 
example will be infectious. A movement for 
an extension of the franchise has also begun in 
Luxemburg. In SwrrzERLAND the desire to 
alter the federal council by electing it at the 
general elections, instead of leaving the selection 
to the federal assembly, has gained in strength. 
In the canton of Ticino the radicals abstained 
from voting for the new cantonal assembly on 
Jan. 11th, and that body is accordingly com- 
posed exclusively of Conservatives. The diffi- 
culties of the PoRTUQTJBSE government culmi- 
nated on Jan. 81st in the revolt or mutiny of the 
garrison of Oporto. The political situation in 
Portugal seems to be determined in the main by 
its foreign relations, and these consist exclu- 
sively of the complication with England grow- 
ing out of the claims of the two countries to 
African territory belonging to neither. The 
origin of the dispute goes back to the well- 
meaning, but deluded Livingstone, who pushed 
his way from the cape to the sources of the 
Zambesi, and thence to the confluence of the 
Shir6 River, which he followed up to Lake 
Nyassa. He made a second expedition into the 
Shir6 country, in the capacity of British consul, 
and laid the foundation for the present dispute 
between his country and Portugal, whose title to 
the territory, by the way, goes back some three 
hundred years or so. Now that England has 
determined to take possession of all of Africa she 
can get, the Portuguese, instead of submitting to 
the inevitable, have begun a policy of jingoism, 
in the hope, certainly forlorn, of luring some 
stronger nation to their assistance. The only 
effect has been to keep the country In a state of 
commotion not at all favorable to their African 



pretension, but adapted, perhaps, by giving im- 
petus to various forms of disaffection, to produce 
internal political changes. Mixed with shouts 
of '' Downwith England/'* have been cries of 
" Up with the Bepublic / " — a conjunction it would 
puzzle omniscience to explain. The Cortes met 
only for one day, to listen to the speech of the 
king, and was Immediately prorogued till April 
2. An expedition, however, has started from 
Lisbon for the Zambesi; but what its object 
may be is quite uncertain. A more active polit- 
ical campaign than usual has been progressing 
in Spain. Conservatives and Liberals are meet- 
ing with more aggressive competition from 
Republicans, Revolutionists, Socialists, and 
Carllsts. The election was to have been held on 
Feb. I. News arrived, during the month, of 
sanguinary encounters between the Spanish 
troops and the natives of the Caroline Islands. 
The trouble occurred in December, 1890, but it 
is even yet impossible to discover from the con- 
flicting reports what has happened, much less 
why it happened. There is a confused mass of 
three-cornered contradictions and recriminations 
involving American missionaries, Spanish fire- 
eaters, and native Carolinians. It may be ac- 
cepted as certain that the natives will come off 
the worst ; and whether the American mission- 
aries eat the Spaniards or the Spaniards the mis- 
sionaries may be regarded with indifference by 
all but the persons Involved. — Passing from 
Spain to South America, the events there have 
been of the usual character, except In Chill. In 
Uruguay the bill raising the Import duties passed 
both houses of the Legislature. — In the Aroen- 
TiNK Republic matters quieted down for awhile, 
the last of the so-called rebel forces at Entre 
Rlos was disarmed, and it seemed as though the 
people would take a rest till the next election. 
But the calm was disturbed almost before it was 
established by the passage of the act Imposing a 
tax of two per cent on deposits In private banks 
and of ten per cent on the profits. It seems not 
improbable that this act will produce fresh dis- 
orders in Buenos Ayres, as it was no doubt 
passed by the votes of representatives from the 
country who, not unlike the same class of repre- 
sentatives of a North American nation, carry 
about with them as their only stock In trade 
laws for regulating the banking business. Prom 
the Brazilian Government there was sent out 
to the several diplomatic offices for distribu- 
tion the information that the country was in a 
state of perfect tranquillity and the ministry 
of perfect agreement. Three days later private 
information brought the announcement that the 
secretaries had all resigned, that the Constituent 
Assembly had only partially approved the acts 
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of the provisional government, and bad as yet 
failed to ratify the constitution submitted to 
it. It is evident that the Brazilian crisis is 
by no means at an end. — On Jan. 7th, the 
Chilian navy revolted from the authority of 
the president of the Republic, but the news that 
has Ijeen received since then leaves the cause, 
the extent, and the prospects of the revolution 
in doubt. It was at first reported that the army 
had not joined the navy, and still adhered to the 
president, Balmaceda; but later despatches 
received by New York merchants indicate that 
some regiments have joined the rebels. The 
latter immediately blockaded the coast from 
Iquique to Coquimlx), and the latest news, of 
Jan. 81, has it that one vessel had proceeded 
as far south as Chlloe. If so, practically, the 
entire coast of Chili is blockaded; and as the 
commerce of the country is wholly by sea, it 
may be considered suspended. There seems to 
be room for question as to which party may be 
deemed the most rel>ellious. For the action of 
the navy is in support of the unanimous orders 
of the Legislature, fortified by the presence of 
the presidents of both Chambers; while the 
other side is sustained by the president of the 
Republic. Balmaceda is the general who com- 
manded the Chilean forces in the successful war 
against Bolivia and Peru in 1881, at the conclu- 
sion of which he was immediately elected presi- 
dent. But he seems to have been depressed by 
the *♦ breaking out of peace,*' as soldiers not 
uncommonly are, and the Chilians are now suf- 
fering the consequences of rewarding military 
success with political honors and power. This 
is the first disturbance of the internal peace of 
the country for fifty years.— According to current 
rumors, ofilcers of Guatemala and of Salvador 
are in Europe and the United States, engaged In 
purchasing arms and other equipment, prepara- 
tory to the renewal of hostilities between those 
nations. ^ 

LEGISLATIVE. 
Congress. — Among the bills Introduced 
are : in the Senate, one for the support of in- 
dustrial schools, and providing for a distribution 
of money by the Government for ten years ; one 
to establish a department of co-operative negro 
colonies; one for establishing In each of the 
colleges of agriculture supported by the Federal 
Government ** a female department, to be chiefly 
under the control and management of women, 
for the education of and training of girls and 
young women, and for their training as teachers 
in the arts of cooking, sewing, care of health, 
and nursing of the sick, and in all the different 
departments of household care and work which 



are necessary in the homes of farmers and 
mechanics, and in the homes and families of all 
who obtain their living by manual toil, to which 
may be added such further instruction In the 
conunon and useful and ornamental arts and 
occupations of which manual labor is an ele- 
ment, and in such other special knowledge as 
shall serve to render girls and women more 
capable of self-support, or which may enable 
them better to discharge the duties of wives and 
mothers and promote the happiness of home life 
among the people"; and one to establish, 'Mn 
connection with each of the colleges of agricul- 
ture and the mechanic arts, which is supported 
or assisted by the United States, a normal-school 
department for the instruction of pupils and 
teachers in the natures and dispositions of 
animals, and in the art of their culture, training, 
and improvement for human use, and providing 
that in such department provision be made for 
practical experiments and Illustrations In the 
tridning of animals, as well as in the science of 
animal life and economy in its relation to the 
welfare of both man and beast." 

In the House, a bill was Introduced to establish 
postal saving banks and encourage small sav- 
ings. 

The Senate passed the Pension Appropriation 
Bill ($188,178,085 for pensions. $1,600,000 for 
fees and expenses of examining surgeons, #72-, 
000 for salaries of agents, and $800,000 for clerk 
hire;) the bill establishing a marine board for 
the interests of the merchant marine ; and a bill 
to cause an exploration of the Interior of Alaska. 

In the House a free coinage amendment to the 
Sundry Civil Appropriation Bill was ruled out of 
order, and the World's Fair paragraph of the 
bin adopted. 



Members of the International Brotherhood of 
Railroad Employees say that the ease with which 
the employers* liability laws are evaded, as well 
as the expense attached to obtaining damages 
under it, make it necessary that some radical 
means should be adopted to force the railroad 
corporations to compensate men for injuries. 
They think railroad employees should be pen- 
sioned in case they receive injuries, the same as 
soldiers and policemen are pensioned in case they 
are injured while in the performance of their 
duties. A bill embodying this proposal is to be 
introduced by the Boston branch of the Brother- 
hood In the Massachusetts Legislature, and it is 
also proposed to ask Congress to enact a national 
railroad employees* pension law. 



The Canadian Parliament has been dissolved, 
and the general election will take place March 5th. 
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The reason for the dissolution is that the Do' 
minion government have, through the imperial 
government, made certain proposals to the United 
States for negotiations looking to the extension 
of Canada's commerce with that country, and 
the government desires a parliament fresh from 
the people to ratify any negotiations that may be 
entered into. 

A delegation will be sent to Washington after 
the new Congress assembles to formally discuss 
the proposals submitted. 



A law has been passed in Victoria prohibiting 
the publishing and sale of newspapers on Sun- 
days. 

A motion, by Mr. Gladstone, for the second 
reading of the bill to remove religious disability 
and abolish the checks preventing Catholics 
from holding certain offices was defeated in the 
House of Commons, as was also a motion to 
abolish the special franchises held by members 
of City of London guilds. 



IN GENERAL. 

The St. Paul Grand Jury ended a three weeks' 
session with a sensational report covering one 
hundred and twenty pages. It showed a state 
of very crooked financiering in two or three of 
the departments. An indictment was found 
against Jay P. Davis, a deputy in the office of the 
clerk of courts, for getting warrants cashed by 
the county treasurer for $15,000 to $20,000 on 
jury certificates, which were made out to ficti- 
tious persons, and one was also found against 
M. R. Mamane, abstract clerk, on the charge 
of having fraudulently appropriated to his own 
use #1,500 to $5,000 of the county's funds. 
This money was collected as fees and not turned 
over to the county. The jury finds that $8,200 
has recently been allowed in the abstract clerk's 
office for pretended extra help, $698 of the 
amount being in one lump on Jan. 5. 

As to the steal in the county clerk's office, 
the jury reported a most remarkable state of 
things. It found that in the payment of jury 
orders by the treasurer of the county there was 
no system or check to prevent fraudulent orders 
from being paid ; that orders were paid without 
regard to the numbers stamped upon them, 
though difl'ering widely from the current num- 
bers, and that jury orders in large numbers were 
paid when presented by Irresponsible and ig- 
norant employees of the county without inquiry 
as to how these persons came into possession of 
them or why they presented and collected them, 
and without examination or inquiry as to the 
genuineness of the indorsements upon them, or 



without investigation whether the persons pur- 
porting to indorse them had served upon the 
juries. 

The Grand Jury also casts suspicion upon 
three county officers by recommending that a 
thorough examination by a qualified expert be 
made of the books of the county clerk, the 
auditor, and the treasurer, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the full amount of money that has 
been wrongfully taken from the county treasury, 
and that when it is ascertained the proper steps 
shall be taken to collect fh)m the clerk of court, 
from the county auditor, or from the county 
treasurer the amount so taken. 

On the liquor question, the Grand Jury 
says: — 

** It was shown In evidence before this body that 
it is possible to sell liquor in this city for nine or ten 
months without procuring a license. Every official 
of St. Paul, with the possible exception of the city 
treasurer, who has any part in the issue of liquor 
licenses and the enforcement of the laws governing 
the business of selling intoxicating liquors could be 
Indicted." 



The Commissioner of the Bureau of Patents 
reports that the aggregate number of applica- 
tions for patents and for the registration of 
trade-marks and labels during the last year has 
exceeded that of any preceding year in the his- 
tory of the Patent Office. 



In a report made by a sub-committee of the 
National House Judiciary Committee, attention 
is called td the many abuses in the various fed- 
eral courts and to the '' widespread disposition" 
on the part of the commissioners, court officers, 
marshals, and others, to make cases largely for 
the purpose of getting the accrued fees. The 
report also calls attention to the lax methods 
in which the naturalization laws are adminis- 
tered, and to the abuse by judges of the power 
to suspend the execution of sentence. 



The Richmond (Va.) City Council passed a 
resolution instructing the city engineer to dis- 
charge all Republican laborers at work on the 
City Hall and to employ Democrats in their 
places. 

The commissioner of the Internal Revenue 
Office says that it is necessary for Congress to 
define what a ** cigar" is. Many manufacturers 
use an excessive quantity of material in the 
manufacture of cigars of extraordinary size, 
and the Internal Revenue officials have not been 
able to collect what they think is due the Gov- 
ernment upon such immense rolls of tobacco. 
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TO-DAY, FEB. 12, 1891. 

A record of the facts and considerations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States^ and that, therefore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 

J. MoBRisoN-FuLLBB, Waltbb C. Robs, Editon. 



Certain New England newspapers have 
been debating the question whether the 
Chinese are ethnologically higher than the 
Negroes. To a certain degree of ignornnce 
all things seem debatable. That men with 
such a total lack of knowledge as discussing 
this question implies should have their opin- 
ions as to the solution of the *' Negro prob- 
lem" and the ** Chinese problem" is ludi- 
crous, but that they should be able to give 
their opinions any weight is pitiable. 



Mr. Noble, Secretary of Interior, has been 
talking to the Indian chiefs who have come 
to Washington to confer with the mysterious 
great man who so mysteriously crosses their 
•destiny. Mr. Noble says that some Indians 
are idle; some are erven vicious; and they 
actually make the squaws do all the work. 
"The policy of the Government," says the 
Secretary, "is not to support these savages 
forever in idleness, but only till they can sup- 
port themselves, — till they shall have become 
civilized." Ah, indeed I It is a positive re- 
lief to be at last informed what the " Indian 
Policy " of this Government is. A very deep 
policy, to be sure. I wonder if Mr. Noble 
ever heard of that Englishman who resolved 
" to remodel the Zulu nation," and of the 
fate of his little exploit? And he was much 
greater than a secretary, too: he was a Lord 
High Commissioner. If one is sufficiently 
ignorant, Mr. Noble will appear marvellously 
wise. 

We have a description from the pen of 
Thackeray of the melodramatic procedure of 
French Courts and the inquisitorial methods 
of criminal prosecution. While it would no 
doubt be wrong to infer that the ends of justice 
arc so completely set at naught, as the course 
pursued suggests to us, yet it is difficult to 
divest oneself of the impression that French 
criminal usages are extremely defective. We 
do not need to rely on Thackeray's testimony. 
The very full account of the Gouffd case, 
which has reached us through the Paris pa- 
pers, impresses one with conviction that the 



plan of prosecution adopted does, as a mat- 
ter of fact, result in a very imperfect admin- 
istration of justice. The utter disregard 
shown fur the evidence advanced by the de- 
fence in favor of the assumption of irrespon- 
sibility of the accused in consequence of 
'* hypnotic suggestion" cannot be reconciled 
with the requirements of truth and justice. 
Because, unexplained and, apparently, inex- 
plicable as the phenomena of hypnotism at 
present are, the reality of their occurrence has 
been placed beyond reasonable doubt. It is 
evident, moreover, that the facts must, sooner 
or later, force their way into the presence of 
juries. The impetus that this will give to 
investigation may be expected to produce, be- 
fore long, discoveries of the greatest impor- 
tance. 

Dr. Magee, the Bishop of Peterborough, 
has been raised to the see of York. He is 
an unchristian meddler of the first order. 
Already member of the House of Lords, his 
opportunities for mischief will now be percep- 
tibly increased by the accession of increased 
dignity and fictitious importance. He it was 
who originated ttie bill of last session, which 
he has Hgain called up already at the present 
session, to regulate infant insurance. The 
evidence seems undeniable that infanticide 
has been practised in order to obtain the in- 
surance policies on the children's lives. Now, 
if it is possible that the evidence as to this 
general fact is conclusive, it follows that it is 
possible to adduce the evidence of the special 
facts from which the general one is an infer- 
ence. If so, then the guilty parents can be 
reached at common law and punished for 
murder. No justification can be found for 
the attempt to restrict the parental rights of 
the virtuous in order that the propensities 
of the vicious may be curbed. This is the 
loose screw of socialism. No facts will ever 
fasten it, no logic will ever drive it home; 
for the facts and the reasoning show the in- 
aptness of the attempt. If, on the other 
hand, the evidence of murder cannot be pro- 
duced before the jury, this only shows on 
what Blight provocation another cable is about 
to be passed around personal freedom. 



It seems to be the common opinion that the 
influence of the President had much to do 
with keeping the Federal Elections Bill so long 
before the Senate, when the sentiment of the 
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country — aud almost of the party in which the 
measure originated — was decidedly opposed 
to it. It is easy to see that, as the fountain- 
head of federal patronage (corruption?) he 
could bring to bear strong motives upon recal- 
citrant Congressmen. The failure of the 
measure (if it has failed) when pushed by 
such influence as this is matter for congratu- 
lation, irrespective of the merits or demerits of 
the bill. During Jackson's time, the Execu- 
tive encroached upon the prerogatives of Con- 
gress with no good results, and immediately 
after the war Congress encroached consider- 
ably upon the powers of the President. 
There can be no doubt that the framers of 
the Constitution were wise in seeking to sep- 
arate as widely as possible the legislative, 
the executive, and the judicial branches of 
the Government ; and for this they have been 
praised by foreign observers more perhaps 
than for any other thing, notably by Sir 
Henry Maine, not at all an admirer of popu- 
lar government. They did, to be sure, grant 
the President the power of the veto ; but this 
is essentially a negative power, and the ob- 
struction of good legistation cannot be com- 
pared in danger to the furtherance of bad. 
It is easy to see why the same power should 
not be intrusted with making, interpreting, 
and enforcing the laws, and any attempt to 
unite all three or two of these functions can- 
not be too strongly reprobated. 



The judges of the Maryland Court of Ap- 
peals are not going to be outdone by the jus- 
tice of the Supreme Federal Court. The 
latter gentlemen, having been invited to de- 
cide whether or not a citizen of California 
possessed certain Constitutional right, in ren- 
dering their judsjment a few weeks ago, im- 
proved the opportunity by telling the suitor, 
and the people in geteral, not only what his 
Constitutional rights were but also what his 
natural rights were or were not. The citizen 
of California was informed that he had no 
natural right to sell liquor. This was a per- 
fectly gratuitous and extra-judicial expression 
of opinion which the gentlemen are certainly 
entitled to hold as more or less rational beings, 
but which has no relation whatever to the dis- 
charge of their duties as judges. Now the 
Maryland justices ** see " their brothers on 
the federal bench, and *' go them several bet- 
ter." The latter had said that ** there is no 
inherent right of a citizen to sell intoxicating 



liquors by retail"; leaving it to be inferred, 
perhaps, that there was an inherent right to 
sell liquor at wholesale. The Maryland gen- 
tlemen will not be content with a paltry propo- 
sition such as this. They have carried their 
generalization further, and with the delight- 
ful assurance of ignorance they declare with 
the customary verbosity of stupidity: — 

'^ We are unable to conceive that any one 
. . . can acquire rights which could in any 
way control, impair, impede, limit, or dimish 
the police power of a State. Such power is 
original, inherent, and exclusive; it has never 
been surrendered to the General Government, 
and never can be surrendered without imper- 
illing the existence of civil society." 

I do not question the propriety of the judg- 
ment rendered in this case, which was to the 
effect that an alien resident in Maryland could 
not exercise a right under the General Gfov- 
ernraent not shared by citizens of the State. 

But this habit that judges are indulging — 
whether more or less frequently than formerly 
I cannot say — of expounding from the bench 
not the legal rights of citizens but their 
natural and inherent rights is an imperti- 
nence which cannot be suffered in silence. 



After all, the Emperor of Germany is quite 
an astonishing young man. The eagerness 
with which he courts destruction is truly 
appalling to a sympathetic person. Before 
his accession, the octopus of government 
already lay sprawling and fatal over German 
life. To the disinterested observer, it seemed 
that the monster could not stretch another 
arm nor embrace another victim. The soldier 
was universal; he could not be multiplied. 
Barred windows and bristling bayonets spoke 
to the passer-by of government and force. 
The wayside was lined with posters to remind 
the thoughtless of his subjection. The police 
hardly left room for the pedestrian; no door, 
no closet, was closed against it. The very 
theatre announced the courts. Industry and 
education were inspected and regulated till 
inspection and regulation seemed to the Ger- 
man one of laws of nature, fixed, omni- 
present, everlasting. For him life revolved 
around the government in a prescribed orbit. 
And now a voice calls upon him to turn and 
inspect the gr)vernment I Infatuation could 
not go further. So long as the regulation of 
all activity continued with daily uniformity, 
the notion of permanence and necessity was 
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easily imposed. But if these regulations 
become variable, if old methods are disused 
and new methods tried, the feeling of neces- 
sity will be weakened as the uniformity dis- 
appears. The possibility of disentangling 
themselves from regulation will suggest itself 
to a larger and larger number of Germans. 
And yet the Emperor invites inspection, 
changes regulation, and listens to petitions. 
The first result will no doubt be that the octo- 
pus will spread new arms; but the last result 
will be that it will get itself throttled. A 
people will not swallow stones forever without 
indigestion; and the Germans are just now 
feeding on stones more than any other people, 
perhaps. The £mperor offers himself as the 
saviot of laborer in his struggle for exist- 
ence; but he will probably find that he has 
fished for popularity and caught a Tartar. 



TWO LABOR LAWS. 

There are some interesting facts in the last 
report of the New York State Factory In- 
spector to which it is scarcely to be expected 
that sufficient attention will be given by those 
who ceaselessly toil to increase the volume of 
"labor legislation." Speaking of the pro- 
vision in the factory law which regulates the 
hours of labor for women under twenty-one 
and boys under eighteen years of age, the 
inspector admits that the " clothing ^ sweat 
shops' do not always conform to the sixty- 
hour limit as a week's work. " ' *Do not always 
conform'* strikes one as a rather mild way of 
putting it, after reading the inspector's own 
description of the " sweat shops." Here is 
what he says: — 

" The business of these ' sweaters' is carried on 
in out-of-the-way places, in bedrooms and rear lofts, 
so that their workshops are difficult to enter and 
locate. When a visit is made to one of them the boss 
and all hands take refuge in silence and shrugs of 
the shoulders, and claim they do not understand 
what is being said, even by the interpreter. . . . 
The small, badly-ventilated rooms in which they 
work are crowded with toiling women and children. 
A furnace for heating irons is generally going at full 
blast. If it be winter-time, the windows are closed 
tightly, and all chance of escape for the foul air is 
cut off. The same atmosphere — loaded with smells 
and impurities at best — is breathed over and over 
oftentimes fastening new diseases upon the unforl 
tunate inmates of the workrooms, and always hasten- 
ing to the grave the sick as well as the physically 
sound. It would, indeed, be bad enough if this 
condition of affairs continued for only ten hours a 
day, but when It is the case fourteen, sixteen, and 
even eighteen hours a day, for six or seven days a 



week, during a period of seven and eight months a 
year, the aggregate destruction to health cannot be 
estimated. If ever an epidemic occurs in this 
country these * sweat shops' will be potent factors 
in distributing and propagating the germs of the 
plague. The clothing made in them affords excep- 
tional means for distributing disease, more especially 
as it is usually of a cheap grade, and is mostly sold to 
people who have not always the opportunity, even if 
they had the desire, to guard against contagion by 
habits of personal cleanliness and home surround- 
ings of a healthy character. Summed up ina nut- 
shell, the trouble with the * sweater* workshops of 
New York is this : The hours of labor are too long, 
being sometimes as high as ninety a week the 
ventilating and sanitary arrangements are nearly 
always vile to the last degree, and the workrooms 
are excessively overcrowded." 

Of course, the inspector recommends ao addi- 
tion to the present force of deputy inspectors, 
feeling quite confident that ** constant espion- 
age ** will eventually compel compliance with the 
provisions of the law. It is safe to predict, 
however, that the inspector will be disappointed, 
and that next year another recommendation for 
a further increase of the force will have to be 
made. The Inspector will not heed our opinion, 
that, even if the number of deputy inspectors 
should exceed the number of the employees of 
the ** sweat shops,** little could be done to rem- 
edy the abuses indicated ; but some day he may 
make this discovery for himself, — that is, if he 
ever goes out of office, and looks at the matter 
with other than official eyes. 

The inspector states with ''pleasure** that, 
apart from the sweat shops, there has been practi- 
cally but little disobedience of the provision re- 
ferred to; but.be does not proceed to consider 
what the case would be, in- the places where the 
law is obeyed, If It never had been enacted. Is 
the Inspector perfectly certain that It Is the law, 
and nothing else, which makes employers con- 
form to the sixty-hour limit, and that, were the 
law out of the way, they could and would exceed 
that limit? 

On the subject of the Weekly Payment law, 
the Inspector says : — 

" No sooner had the Weekly Payment law been 
enacted than the officers of some few corporations 
set themselves to the task of defeating its purposes. 
This was sought to be accomplished, in some in- 
stances, by the posting of notices to the effect that, 
on a certain date and every week thereafter, any of 
the employees who desired it would be paid weekly 
by leaving word at the office that such was their 
wish. As soon as the notices were up quiet hints 
would be dropped from authoritative sources that 
whoever insisted on being paid weekly would be 
discharged. Naturally, very few men desirous of 
employment would have the temerity to ask for 
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their wages, with possible discharge as the result' 
and consequently no one would apply for his wages 
on the date set. The purpose of the officers of the 
corporation would be accomplished, and when the 
Factory Inspector would inquire why the wages 
were not being paid weekly, the notices were shown ^ 
and the triumphant answer given that not one man 
wanted his wages weekly. On more than one occ&. 
sion this was the answer, when at that very time the 
inspector had in his pocket the statement of the 
men and a long list of their names, asking that the 
company be compelled to pay them, one and all, 
every week. 

** To meet this very apparent corporate dodge, we 
pointed out the fact that by implication the terms 
of the law required the company to make a personal 
tender of his wages to each and every employee once 
a week, regardless of any previously-expressed wish 
to the effect that he did not want his wages, pro- 
vided he was present at his place of labor at the 
regular time of payment. If the employee saw fit 
to refuse his money when thus offered he could do 
so, and the company need not force it upon him ; 
but he must have the opportunity to so refuse, and 
the refusal once or oftener did not affect the neces^ 
sity on the part of the company to again tender him 
the full amount of his wages on each succeeding 
pay-day. The enforcement of this rule brought 
quite a number of concerns to a reluctant obedience 
of the letter and spirit of the statute." 

At first blush, this appears encouraging : the 
enforcement of the role brought quite a number 
of concerns to a reluctant obedience. But soon 
misgivings arise: Why not all the concerns, 
but only '• quite a number" of them? Presum- 
ably, then, the concerns that do not obey have 
hit upon a new ** dodfee," have invented a new 
method of evading the law ; and if so, how long 
will it be before the less inventive employers 
wUl hear of the new dodge and practise it as 
successfully as the others? These employers, 
Mr. Inspector, are wicked people, while necessity 
has long been known as the mother of invention. 



THE APPROPRIATION OF THE EARTH. 
The proposition that private property in 
land is robbery, though not very definite, 
plainly implies either that those who have 
land are robbing those who have not, or that 
each owner of land robs all other men. 
The assumption of every one who speaks on 
the question is that the earth is man's and 
the fulness thereof. It might be trae to 
say that man's possession of the earth is 
robbery; for how did he come into pos- 
session of it? By dispossessing other 
animals whose claim was at least prior to 
his ; whom he would he slew, and whom 



he would he drove to other habitations. 
Still, as the animals dispossessed have left 
no heirs, perhaps no serious error is 
involved in the assumption that man in 
general has a right to use the earth in what- 
soever way he pleases ; and a priori one 
would pronounce that the best use of the 
earth which would afford the largest satis- 
faction to the largest possible part of 
humanity, — the welfare of humanity being 
regarded as the supreme purpose aimed at. 

The appropriation of certain places of 
the earth by individual men and families 
must have begun very early. Most animals 
have their lairs, whicli they permit no other 
animal to approach; so the earliest men 
must have had their caves, their trees', or 
their rude huts. As long as they remained 
in this stage of progress the alleged evils 
of the private ownership of land could not 
have been prominent. Certain caves may 
have been more commodious, dryer, and 
on the whole more desirable than the rest. 
For these there would very likely be a con- 
test, the possession remaining with the 
strongest. After the attainment of some 
skill in throwing stones, the invention of 
rude weapons, and after the formation of 
groups or tribes and the increase of popu- 
lation, there probably occurred the first 
wholesale appropriation of parts of the 
earth's surface — by communities. No 
objection to this kind of appropriation is 
made by our socialistic and single-tax 
friends, though it is difficult to see why one 
might not maintain that the absolute and 
exclusive ownership of large tracts by 
certain groups of men is just as much 
robbery of other groups, as the ownership 
of small tracts by individuals is robbery of 
other individuals. 

As civilization progressed and men be- 
came skilful in the chase and in fishing, as 
animals were domesticated to serve as food 
and for beasts of burden, for which animals 
it was necessary to procure pasturage, the 
motives impelling a tribe to exclude from 
their territory members of other tribes 
grew clearer and stronger. Hunting-grounds 
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and waters for fishing would easily become 
exhausted if used by too many; and the 
same may be said of pasture-lands. Still, 
as long as nomadic habits continued, no 
very definite idea of perpetual appropria- 
tion of land could arise. 

When, however, the discovery was made 
that fruits and vegetables yielded seed each 
after its own kind, and ihe first rude at- 
tempts at agriculture were essayed, two 
important effects were produced : it became 
necessary to remain in one place long 
enough to obtain the harvest of what was 
sown, and the impulse to individual appro- 
priation of land was greatly strengthened. 
Moreover, defeat in war came to mean much 
more than it had meant previously. What 
was the origin of war may easily be con- 
jectured ; but it is difficult to give the 
conjectures much element of certainty. It 
may be that men, like so many other 
animals, followed the practice of fighting for 
the females, and as they gathered into 
groups the single combats developed into 
battles ; or perhaps the custom of eating 
their deceased ancestors, common to many 
tribes, aroused the idea that younger and 
freshly-killed human fiesh would be a 
greater delicacy; or possibly the pleasure 
derived from successful confiicts with wild 
beasts may have led to the discovery that 
man was a much more interesting antago- 
nist. At any rate, it is safe to believe that 
war had become very common before agri- 
culture had attained much development. 
As the latter progressed, it is plain that 
men would fight much more earnestly in 
defence of their home and country, their 
altars and fires, their wives and children, 
than they would to keep poachers off their 
hunting grounds. But if agriculture has 
had great influence upon war, making it 
more intense and of greater magnitude, war 
has had no less effect upon the appropria- 
tion of the earth's surface ; in fact, it is by 
the tribunal of war that the question has 
been decided Who shall inherit the earth ? 

The land might be cultivated either by a 
whole group of men working upon it in 



common, and dividing the crop as they 
might agree, or by each man having 
assigned to him a certain portion and being 
allowed to retain what he could make grow 
upon it. Both systems are compatible with 
what is known as common ownership of 
land. The former has been tried in many 
small communities ; the latter, apparently, 
prevailed among the Germans in the time 
of Tacitus. The land was divided at stated 
periods, so that no man should occupy the 
same spot more than for so long. The 
purpose of the practice seems to have been 
that the men might not get attached to the 
soil, and thus be unwilling to follow the 
custom of their forefathers and migrate 
occasionally. 

The study of savage tribes and the re- 
searches of M. de Laveleye and others make 
it extremely probable that some form of own- 
ership of land by the community has been 
almost universal, and that the institution of 
individual landed property has developed 
from it by a slow process of transforma- 
tion. In most of the countries of Europe, 
in several of Asia, of Africa, and of 
America, M. dc Laveleye finds unmistak- 
able traces of this primitive habit. Su: 
Henry Maine during his residence in India 
was impressed on finding at the base of the 
Himalayas and on the banks of the Ganges 
institutions similar to those of ancient 
Germany. England, which had always 
been supposed, since the Conquest, to have 
been under the regime of feudalism, con- 
tains as many traces of collective land 
ownership and common cultivation as the 
countries of the north. The early records 
of France, of Switzerland, of Greece and 
Rome tell the same story. 

Certain socialists and half socialists who 
are familiar with these facts see in them 
strong evidence in favor of their position. 
Quod semper^ quod ubique^ quod ab 
omnibus; '* universal agreement is an in- 
fallible sign of the necessity, and con- 
sequently of the legitimacy, of any institu- 
tion." Since collective real property has 
been the universal custom, that alone is in 
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conformance with natural law* Socialists 
are frequently rather lame in their facts, 
but here their facts may be conceded : the 
fault lies with their reasoning. If we trace 
back our ancestry far enough we find that 
the original and universal mode of locomo- 
tion was on all-fours ; hence it might be 
argued with much (socialistic) plausibility 
that this is the only mode which conforms to 
nature. If the argument were to be treated 
seriously, it might be pointed out, in the 
first place, that individual ownership of 
land has always co-existed with collective 
ownership, and, in the second place, that in 
all probability individual appropriation of 
certain portions of the land preceded the 
existence of political groups, and, therefore, 
collective appropriation. 

But no serious answer to such an argument 
is possible. The only proper way to decide 
whether collective ownership of real prop- 
erty is preferable to individual ownership is 
to compare the results obtained from the 
one with those obtained from the other. It 
is JQst possible that the former was adapted 
to men in a low stage of civilization, and 
that the latter is better after a higher stage 
has been reached. The fact that collective 
ownership was almost universal among 
peoples in a state of barbarism, and that it 
has given way to individual ownership as 
men have become more enlightened, gives 
plausibility to this view. It is not impossi- 
ble, however, that the present is a transition 
stage with respect to landed property, as 
with respect to other things. Take the 
case of personal liberty. A very large part 
of mankind has acquired the habit of defer- 
ring to and obeying certain persons. * * The 
peace of the world is preserved by a habit — 
nearly unconscious — of constant subordina- 
tion. But men were not born with that 
habit; savage tribes are now wanting in 
it ; old nations did what was right in their 
own eyes, and were defective in it too. A 
long history and a curious list of means 
were necessary to implant it." But as men 
became better adapted to the social state less 
and less subordination was necessary, and 



as they become perfectly adapted the sub- 
ordination by which the adaption was chiefly 
effected will be entirely done away, and man 
will be as free as his pre-social ancestors. 
So, perhaps, it will be in the case of land. 
In very early times there is little motive for 
private land ownership. There is a super- 
abundance of land for cultivation ; the soil 
is soon exhausted by primitive methods of 
cropping it, and soon becomes worthless. 
When the practice is followed of *' clearing 
a tract of ground, raising from it two or 
three crops, and then abandoning it," there 
is little temptation to claim permanent 
ownership of the soil. When, however, by 
improved methods, the land becomes con- 
stantly better the more it is worked, the 
desire for perpetual possession naturally 
arises ; still more is this the case when, by 
the growth and concentration of population, 
land is ever increasing in value without any 
exertion on the part of the fortunate owner, 
and all he has to do is to collect the rent. 
Nothing is more certain than that the way 
in which property in land was individualized 
was by an unjust exercise of force — the 
force either of an external aggressor or of 
an internal aggressor. If private ownership 
continues to be for the best interest of soci- 
ety, as it undoubtedly has been in the past, — 
except, perhaps, in the days preceding the 
downfall of Greece and Rome, — it will 
doubtless stand, no matter what its original 
basis may have been ; but if, as is by no 
means impossible, the evils arising from it 
shall be found to be greater than the ben- 
efits, then there will in all probability be 
some sort of resumption of control by the 
community, and such resumption will be 
not unlikely to work some injustice to pres- 
ent land-owners. It is needless to point 
out the fact, so often insisted on, that no 
community ever has completely abnegated 
control. *' In the soil the dominion belongs 
to Cflesar or to the Roman people ; we have 
only the possession and usufruct," was the 
maxim of Gains ; in English theory, the 
owners of land are regarded as tenants of 
the Crown, and the by no means uncommon 
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exercise of eminent domain by the different 
States in this country is based upon the 
same hypothesis. 

The great argument for individual owner- 
ship of the soil is that this has been the 
only method in which undisturbed posses- 
sion could be secured, and unless a man is 
sure of being able to hold land as long as 
he wishes, and to sell it at a price which will 
remunerate him for whatever permanent 
improvements he has made, he wiU not use 
the land so well — he will sacrifice the 
present to the future, and in the long run 
the land of the country will not be so pro- 
ductive. ".Who would plant a vine or set 
out a tree if he could not hope to gather the 
fruit?" asks M. Maurice Block. The fact 
is that men do set out trees without any 
reasonable expectation of gathering the 
fruit, and tenants at will make permanent 
improvements and are rack-rented for them. 
On the other hand, absolute ownership by 
the occupiers will not always secure the 
best treatment of the land. The practice 
of " skinning " farms is not entirely un- 
heard of. The process is to buy a farm, 
cut off the timber take off three or four 
crops without making any return to the 
land, and then sell for the best price that 
can be obtained. Nevertheless there can 
be little doubt that private ownership on 
the whole offers greater incitement to im. 
proving cultivation of the soil than any 
other which has yet been devised. A man 
will work much more earnestly for his own 
benefit than for the benefit of the commu- 
nity; all are agreed that he ought to be 
secure in the possession of any improve- 
ments he may make, and none of the plans 
yet proposed for separating the land from 
improvements made upon it will bear 
serious examination. 

The objections to the present system of 
land tenure are manifold. The one which 
has the most weight with superficial thinkers 
is the same one of which socialists make so 
much in their attacks upon property ip 
general, namely, the inequality of distribu- 
tion. I do not mean to imply that there is 



not a chance — perhaps a necessity — for 
deep and careful thinking upon this phe- 
nomenon, but those who are continually 
harping upon it are usually men incapable 
of serious thought. They have stumbled 
upon the fact that at Rome, during the period 
of the decline, landed property was very 
unequally distributed. * ' Six persons owned 
half of Roman Africa wJien Nero had themput 
to decUh.** An acqueduct six Roman miles 
in length traversed only eleven domains, 
belonging to nine proprietors. "What!" 
says Seneca in effect, " a land which has 
sufi9ced a whole people is too confined for a 
single proprietor! Whole rivers flow for 
one individual from their source even to 
their mouth." Certain landed estates in 
England and in this country are just as 
alarming : a single individual owns a large 
part of London, and another a large part of 
New York. The downfall of Rome may 
be dated from the immense aggregations of 
landed property ; and nothing is easier (for 
a socialist) than to leap to the conclusion 
that they were the cause of the downfall. 

It would be very interesting and very 
profitable to trace the exact effects which 
follow when a small number of families get 
possession of the greater part of the soil, 
wherever this has occurred. But this would 
be a very laborious undertaking, and the 
records are probably too meagre to admit 
of our conclusions having much value. It 
may be pointed out, however, that the large 
estates in Rome were brought about in an 
entirely different way from those in this 
country ; there, they were the result of war, 
civil or external : here they are the result of 
industrial causes; agriculture, like manu- 
facturing, is much more profitable on a 
large scale than on a small scale. 

The most serious objection to individual 
ownership of land is that concerned with 
rent. The subject is worn rather Uiread- 
bare, and there is little temptation to dis- 
cuss it, especially when one has no new 
solution to offer. There can, however, be 
no objection to inquiring what the real 
difilculty is. Economic rent is defined as 
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the ** revenue obtained over and above what 
labor and capital united are able to produce ; 
it is the more or less spontaneous product 
of nature." In ordinary speech, rent is 
the price paid for the use of land, as in- 
terest is the price paid for the use of capi- 
tal ; and this measures with tolerable exact- 
ness economic rent, but it is defective as a 
definition. It is possible for the owner of 
land to derive rent from it while cultivating 
it himself, though of course, in this case, he 
does not pay any money for the use of it. 

It follows from the first definition that 
there must always be some land under 
cultivation which does not yield any rent, 
only interest on the value, and wages for 
labor applied; if all land were equally 
well situated and equally productive there 
would be no rent at all. In all cases, how- 
ever, land of more than one quality is culti- 
vated, and the better tracts yield rent in 
this way : the price of the products of the 
soil cannot fall below the cost of obtaining 
them from the poorest land under cultiva- 
tion ; men cannot permanently produce 
things and sell them for less than cost. 
But, by hypothesis, the cost of producing 
a given quantity of wheat, say, is less on 
the best land than on the poorest, while it 
will, of course, sell for the same price. 
The excess of profit is rent, in the economic 
sense. 

Rent, evidently, tends constantly to ad- 
vance as population increases. More and 
more land products are needed, and it is im- 
possible to obtain the additional supply 
from the best soils ; the scarcity will cause 
the price to rise, and so it will be profit- 
able to grow food stuffs on poorer land, 
and with every step in this direction the 
rent of the better lands manifestly rises. 

Fortunately, however, when it is said 
that the best lands are first brought under 
cultivation, ^^best" must be taken in a 
relative and not an absolute sense. The 
credit of pointing this out belongs to an 
American economist, Henry C. Carey. He 
ransacked history to prove that in reality 
the poorest lands are first cleared, and that 



the progress is uniformly from high lands 
on the tops of hills, where the soil is thin, 
to the valleys, where it is deeper and richer. 
All this may be admitted without denying 
the maxim of Ricardo. The best soil for 
rude and hasty methods of culture is, un- 
doubtedly, that which can be cleared and 
made to yield crops most readily. The 
early settlers in this country would have 
starved before they could have cleared and 
drained the rich soil of the valleys. The 
fact that progress is to soils capable of 
yielding larger crops, though requiring the 
application of more labor and capital to 
prepare them, nullifies to some extent the 
tendency of rent to advance ; while the 
remarkable improvement in facilities for 
transportation made during the last half- 
century, which has had the effect of bringing 
an almost unlimited quantity of land within 
reach of the markets of the world, has 
entirely obscured such tendency for the 
present, as far as land used for growing 
crops is concerned. 

It is very easy to over-estimate the in- 
justice arising from the payment of rent to 
owners of land. Suppose a man to come 
into a country containing two kinds of 
land, the first of which for a given outlay 
yields thirty bushels of wheat per acre, and 
the second, for the same outlay, twenty- 
five ; it obviously makes little difference to 
the new-comer whether he farms the first, 
paying five bushels rent, or the second, 
without paying any. If all the land of the 
first kind is rented at five bushels per acre, 
and the second kind is free, the cultivators 
of the two are precisely on an equality. 
There still remains the question, however, 
whether it is, on the whole, for the interest 
of the community that certain persons, 
whose title to the land rests either upon 
successful aggression or upon prior occu- 
pancy, should be able to reap the whole 
advantage of having land of the first class 
in the country; or whether it would be 
better for the benefit to be distributed 
throughout the community. The burden of 
proof seems to lie with the upholders of the 
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present system, and they are not able to 
furnish any convincing proof ; they are 
much more inclined to talk about the bless- 
ings of individualized, landed property. 

The so-called land question seems far 
from settlement. It is impossible to say 
whether any different system of land tenure 
would be better than the present, and, much 
more, just what system. Meanwhile, it 
would be a step in advance if the two par- 
ties could be brought to recognize the 
strength of each other's position ; the one, 
that great advantages have been derived 
from the present land system, the other, 
that there are serious, and perhaps growing, 
evils connected with it. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The Nobth American Review (February). — 
The Review opens with the first instalment of a 
series of papers by the surviving corps com- 
manders who led in the battle of Gettysburg, 
giving their impressions on revisiting the scene 
of the battle last October. H, B. H. the Count 
of Paris, and Mc^or-Qens. 0. 0. Hotoard, H, fT. 
Slocumy and Abner Doubleday contribute this 
month. The series gives promise of being inter- 
tsting not only to the survivors of the late war 
bat also to students of history generally. 

Under title of A DHiberative Body, Speaker 
Beed expresses his views as to what should con- 
stitute such a body. The purpose for which, 
every two years, the voters of the United States 
go to so much trouble and expense is to elect to 
the House of Representatives a body of men 
who will formulate into laws the wishes of 
the people. The funcuion of this body is law- 
making : to decide what laws to make, and how 
best to frame them. In this body, debating, 
while useful, is not an end or an aim ; nor are 
mere words at all times so valuable as thonght, 
except as they furnish food for thought. The 
Speaker further argues that listeners are neces- 
sary to debate, and that wise and oratorical as a 
speech may be, without listeners it is not 
debating. 

As to rights of the minority, he sees no use 
for trying to be a majority, no use for convin- 
cing votes from the stump, or the editor's desk, 
in fact no use of an election, if the majority is 
not to rule. Obstructing legislation by debate 
has been on the increase, and tended to reduce 
popular government to a farce. The remedies 
that have been used to check this evil (an enu- 
meration is modestly omitted by the Speaker) 



will, he thinks, ** after the unreasoning passions 
have subsided, lead to real debates and sound 
deliberation.** 

Doubting the wisdom of the Constitution, 
where it says that the House shall be " the judge 
of the elections, returns, and qnaliflcations of 
its own members," he falls to see why the per- 
formance of such a duty, while constitutional, 
should be obstructed by a minority and be vin- 
dicated in its action, as it has been asserted by 
Mr. Carlisle that it can be. 

Curiously enough, Mr Reed concludes with 
an array of "facts and figures*' showing that 
debate in the Fifty-first Congress, instead of 
being restricted, exceeded in volume that of its 
predecessor. 

The Silver Question Again, by Jesse Seligman, 
The argument of this article may be condensed 
somewhat as follows: Stability and certainty 
are essentials of production and commerce. 
Gold is used by all civilized countries as a 
standard most reliable. It Is necessary to our 
financial prosperity that we trade with these 
countries. If, therefore, ours should be a silver 
standard, home producers would be paid in 
silver, and would be subject not only to a varia- 
tion in price of commodities, but in their money 
as well. To quote the writer: *' If we had no 
commercial relations with other countries, a 
sliver standard would answer our purpose as 
well as a gold standard ** ; but as we have such 
relations, he considers a common standard more 
stable. 

What free coinage of sliver means, the absurd- 
ity of putting It Into operation, and the disas- 
trous efl'ects it would have upon all industry are 
clearly demonstrated. The present unsatisfac- 
tory condition of our coinage is admitted ; but 
he would recommend a careful consideration of 
the subject by each section of the country 
before exposing Itself to ** grave dangers in 
attempting the Impossible.*' In conclusion, the 
writer explains the diflference between free 
coinage and the coining of a fixed amount by 
the State, with sufficient gold back of it. in the 
control of the State, to meet all demands for 
redemption. 

77ie Jamaica Exhibition, by Sir Henry Blake, 
governor of that island, furnishes a good 
description of the scope and purpose of the ex- 
hibition (which openel the first of this month), 
as well as of the natural resources of Jamaica, 
her growing commercial relations with other 
countries, the character of her people, etc. It 
may be a surprise to many readers to learn that 
the expenses of this exhibition are all guaran- 
teed by the people Individually, not one cent 
having been appropriated by the government. 
Jamaica, with a population of but 6iO,000, only 
14,000 of whom are white, thus teaches a lesson 
to governments and municipalities the world 
over. 

Other articles, of which want of space com- 
pels mere mention, are : Tlie Talleyrand Memoirs t 
Sir Charles W. Dilke ; Can Lawyers be Honest f 
Homer Greene; A Beply to Mr. Lecky, George 
McDermot; Fair Play for the Indian, O. L. 
Kercheval, 
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AMERICANA. 
In the Washington Legislature, Representa- 
tive Bowell Introduced a resolution that whereas 
the oi'thogn"ftphy and construction of many bills 
Introduced is very poor, a committee be ap- 
pointed by the chair to correct the orthogmphy 
and construction of said bills, and moved its 
adoption. 

The motion was put and lost. 
Representative Tyler, of Pierce, raised a 
good-natured laugh in the House this morning by 
presenting a resolution reading as follows: — 

Whereas, A bill has been introduced in this 
House for the protection of sea-gulls, and 

Whereas, There is a lamentable lack of infor- 
mation in regard . to the habits of said gulls, 
be it 

Jtesolved, That the Committee on Investigation 
now sitting be empowered to make such inquiry 
into all matters pertaining to these useful but 
nntidy birds as may be necessary, with power 
to send for persons and papers . . 

Speaker Shaw ruled the motion out of order. 
— JPre3s Report, Washington Lerfislalure. 

Mr. O'Toole. — Sure, 01 understan* yer af ther 
lookin' for a mon, sor, an' so Oi made bould ter 
slitep in an* inquire th' sort of a mon ye do be 
ivantln'; bein' as Oi'm out o' a job jist at th' 
prisent toime. 

Merchant. — Well, I want a man who doesn't 
Icno'w too much, and is in the habit of doing 
^whatever. he is told. 

Mr. O'Toole. — That's me, sor. 
Merchant. — Where were you working last? 
Mr. O'Toole. — In Jersey^City, sor; inepectln' 
illections. — Smith, Gray & Co/s Monthly, 

A Legislature which should adjourn with no 
bill hostile to life insurance having been intro- 
duced, and advocated with more or less vigor, 
^voald be an anomaly. There is something in 
the magnitude — and maybe the usefulness — of 
this vast interest which seems to invite the 
a.ttention of designing or ill-informed law- 
makers, and measures for its " regulation" bud 
early, but fortunately bloom late or never. — 
jSt. Louis Globe-Democrat. 

Barope has 11,000,000 soldiers, hundreds of 
forts and war-ships, and the people are taxed 
liondreds of millions of dollars for arinaineut. 
And yet no question of right or justice has 
arisen in Europe during the last fifty years which 
a Michigan justice of the peace could not have 
settled in ten minutes at a cost of p\. — Detroit 
Free Press, 

A new humorist has appeared in Coiii^ress — 
^nd it is high time, too. lie is Gen. Spiuola, of 



New York. The other day, Mr. Lewis, of Missis- 
sippi, a new member, in making a short set 
speech in reply to strictures upon his State by 
Mr. Kelly, of Kansas, cried out dramatically : 
*' The gentleman from Kansas seems fond of 
crying Murder ! murder ! murder ! " Mr. Lewis 
yelled the word •' murder" in such a loud voice 
and so dramatically that Gen. Spinola jumptd 
from his seat and startled the House by crying 
out in an equally loud voice, •* Police ! police I " 
Then there was such an uproar of laughter that 
Mr. Lewis was compelled to take his seat and 
wait for full two minutes until the House could 
be quieted. The fun that the law-makers invent 
for the country serves, in a way, as a palliation 
for the existence of Congress. —Memphis Dailjf 
Commercial. 

An Iowa youth tied a thread to a nickel, 
dropped the nickel in the slot, got what he 
wanted, and then drew the nickel out by with- 
drawing the thread. He was arrested for theft 
but the judge discharged him, holding that he 
had committed neither burglary, larceny, nor 
robbery, nor had he obtained anything under 
false pretences. If this decision is sound, good- 
by to the slot machines. — Boston Herald. 

An Ohio veteran who was recently granted a 
pension has declined the same on the ground 
that he is able to earn his own living. This 
looks very much like insanity, although it may 
be a new manifestation of the Ohio idea. Ex- 
change. 

Teacher — How many hours make a day? 

Youthful Agitator — Ther' haint but eight. 
That's what my pa says, an* he 's a good deal 
older'n than you are. An' when he gets 'lected 
to office you bet ther' won't be but six. — San 
Francisco Examiner. 

How many drinks should the American soldier 
be allowed to take for his day's allowance? The 
(juestion is important, because post canteens are 
Government institutions, established and main- 
tained on temperance principles, and so jeal- 
ously looked after by an abstemious Con.ii^ress 
that they were in some danger of being sup- 
pressed at the last session, on the chnrij^e of be- 
ing grog-shops. According to a ceiumuuicati-OQ 
in the Iv'insds City Times, at one of the Texas , 
forts the maximum of drinks (ixed on, in the 
absence of general orders prescribing a number, 
is five: and the ingenious scheme is arrani^od of 
marking each man's name on a hoard with five 
holes behind it. Kacli time he takes a drink a 
pcij: is i)Ut into a hole, and when all the holes are 
full he is presumed to be full also.— 3vk' York- 
Sun. 
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LEQISLATIVB. 

Congrress. — The Senate passed the Sandry 
Civil Appropriation BUI, with some amendments, 
the most important being that placing at the 
disposal of the President a snm, not to exceed 
#250,000 for the year, to prevent epidemics. 
The Post-office Appropriation Bill, the Indian 
Appropriation Bill, and the Legislative Appro- 
priation Bill were also passed. Among other bills 
passed are the bill to print 50,000 copies of the 
report of the Agricultural Department on the dis- 
eases of horses; and the bill providing for better 
snpervlsion of immigration, and placing greater 
restrictions on the importation of contract 
lal)orers, with an amendment providing that 
persons convicted of political offences shall not 
be regarded as criminals within the meaning of 
the act. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
the General Deficiency Appropriation Bill; the 
Post-office Appropriation Bill ; the Immigration 
Bin (with an amendment requiring the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to provide rules for inspec- 
tion along the Canadian frontier that wUi not 
impede travel) ; the Agricultural Appropriation 
Bill; a substitute for the Shipping Subsidy Bill, 
providing that the Postmaster- General may enter 
into contracts with American citizens for carry- 
tng the malls on American steamships between 
United States ports and foreign ports. In order 
to promote the postal and commercial Interests 
of the United States; and the Direct Tax Bill, 
which provides that the Secretary of the Treas- 



ury shall credit each State and Territory and 
the District of Columbia with a sum equal to 
all collections, by set-olf or otherwise, made 
under the terms of the Direct Tax Act of 1861 ; 
that all money still due the United States under 
the requirements of that act are remitted; a 
sufficient sum of money to reimburse the States 
and Territories for the collections under the 
direct tax Is appropriated to be paid when the 
Legislatures shall have accepted the sums In 
full satisfaction on account of the levy; money 
appropriated to meet Individual claims Is to be 
held In trust by the State authorities, six years 
being allowed for the reception of these claims ; 
payment Is also to be made to the owners of 
lands In St. Helen's and St. Luke's parishes, In 
South Carolina, that were sold under the opera- 
tions of the Direct Tax Act. 

The House Investigating Committee reported 
that the testimony disclosed no evidence of any 
silver pool, and that no member of Congress 
except Senator Cameron speculated In silver 
while legislation on sliver was pending. 



New Hampshire. —Among the bills Intro' 
duced are: establishing a bounty on crows; 
making nine hours a legal day's work; making 
eight hours a day's labor for State employees ; 
establishing a bounty on dogs ; forbidding the 
manufacture of water gas ; licensing non-resi- 
dent photographers; regulating the price and 
purity of gas ; and compelling railroad compa- 
nies to furnish half and quarter mileage books. 

The Senate passed the bill making Election 
Day a legal holiday. The House passed the bill 
establishing a board of registration In dentistry. 



New York. — Among the bills Introduced 
are : making It mandatory upon the mayor of 
New York City to appoint only members of the 
bar as police judges; authorizing the Board of 
Arbitration to compel the attendance of wit- 
nesses and the production of documents ; pro- 
viding that no liquor shall be sold within one 
mile of the State camp: requiring railroad tun- 
nels to be lighted by electricity and thoroughly 
ventilated; providing for five unsalaried com- 
missioners to revise laws relating to school mat- 
ters ; establishing a board of embalming exam- 
iners and regulating the practice of embalming 
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haman bodies ; providing that elevated railroads 
roast pall down all the advertising signs on its 
stractures and do away with its news-stands; 
compelling gas companies to remove noxioos 
fames ; allowing excise commissioners to grant 
licenses to continue in force one day under 
which wines and liquors can be sold up to 8 
A. M. by persons giving balls or suppers in a 
pablic hall; providing for compulsory voting 
and imposing a fine upon delinquents ; revising 
the laws for suppressing intemperance and pro- 
viding that liquor may be sold on Sunday 
between 1 o'clock p. m. and midnight ; and pro- 
viding that prison authorities may change, 
when necessary, from the public account to the 
piece-price system of manufacturing, but must 
employ no more convicts on any work than five 
per cent of the number of free citizens who 
work at it in the State. (No product of such 
manufacture may be sold at less than the cost 
of tlie material, plus ten cents an hour, or the 
labor that has been put upon It. The goods 
must all be plainly marked ** I'rison Work" 
before being put upon the market.) 



New Jersey • —Among the bills introduced 
are: providing that horse-car railway compa- 
nies shall provide transfer tickets over all their 
branches; requiring Insurance companies and 
other corporations which do not pay municipal 
taxes to invest in bonds, securities, and loans 
of the municipalities In which the oflSce is lo- 
cated, provided such bonds bear not less than 
four per cent; prohibiting employers from 
guaranteeing store accounts of their employees ; 
providing that the public-school teachers, hold- 
ing first-grade certificates, who have served 
acceptably two years, shall hold their positions 
during good behavior; forbidding street rail- 
ways to maintain any obstruction to free entry 
or exit on cars; and making it illegal to pay 
workmen in anything except legal tenders. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
repealing the charter of the Eclectic Medical 
College in Jersey City ; preventing honorably dis- 
charged soldiers and sailors from being removed 
from ofl9ce without cause; directing township 
clerks to make afi^davlts without fees; limiting 
time for hunting gray and black squirrels ; lim- 
iting time for shooting reed birds; providing 
for the app6intment of police matrons; estab- 
lishing teachers' libraries in the State; and 
establishing a museum in the capitol building. 



Peniisylvaiila. — Among the bills intro- 
duced are : authorizing chattel mortgages upon 
agricultural implements, farm machinery, etc. ; 



providing that every vessel propelled by steam, 
in whole or In part, shall be liable to inspection; 
providing for the recovery of damages to trees 
injured by telegraph or electric light companies; 
preventing begging and peddling by minors; 
prohibiting the exhibition of physical or mental 
deformities ; prohibiting the placing of messen- 
ger boys in disorderly houses or unlicensed 
saloons; punishing neglect to support a wife 
and children ; prohibiting employment of chil- 
dren under fifteen years in and around elevators ; 
licensing and regulating houses for the boarding 
of infants ; and preventing children under sixteen 
from gambling or pawning goods. 

The House passed the bill providing for a 
uniform policy of fire insurance to be issued by 
all companies. 

The Senate passed the following bills : pro- 
viding for a sale on lease of the property of 
street passenger railway companies to motor 
power companies; providing for the organiza- 
tion, support, and maintenance of associations 
formed for the protection and saving of human 
life and property in case of fire in cities of the 
first class; House bill No. 82, regulating the 
issue of policies of Insurance and certificates of 
Inspection made by steam-boiler insurance com- 
panies in all cities of the first class ; to permit 
growers of grapes to manufacture wine from 
grapes of their own raising that are not first- 
class or marketable, and sell such wine to 
licensed dealers without taking out or paying 
for a license for such mantif acture or sale. 



Alabama. — The General Assembly ad- 
journed on Feb. 10. Among the bills that have 
passed both Houses are : the bill appropriating 
#10,000 for the Confederate monument, and the 
bill reducing the legal rate of interest to six per 
cent. There were two thousand and sixty-seven 
bills introduced in both Houses, not one half of 
which were passed. No appropriation for the 
World's Fair was made. 

Among the new offices created by the Legisla- 
ture just adjourned are a fifth Supreme Court 
judge, a judge each for the Colbert districts, a 
city court for Birmingham and Gadsden, and 
solicitors, a mine inspector, a convict commis- 
sioner, and another Congressman under the re- 
dlstrlctlng law. 

One of the most important laws enacted by 
the Legislature falls because of an error in 
enrollment. The State levies a tax on all the 
fertilizers sold within Its borders of fifty cents 
per ton. A bill passed both Houses making the 
tax twenty-five cents, but in enrolling the bill 
the sum of fifteen cents per ton was put In the 
bill as the tax, Instead of twenty-five cents, and 
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when the error was discovered the matter was 
investigated, and it was found that the enrolled 
bill is not the bill passed by the Legislature, and 
that in consequence of this the bill is void, and 
the old law remains in force, and the tax on fer- 
tilizers is fifty cents per ton, as heretofore. 



Arkansas. — The House passed the bill tax- 
ing theatrical companies and auctioneers ; the bill 
to protect the treasury from fraud, requiring 
the governor to appoint experts to examine 
books and accounts at any time deemed proper 
without previously notifying the treasurer ; and 
the bill to exempt the offspring of animals 
under mortgage from the effect of the mortgage. 

The Senate passed the bill regulating the 
practice of medicine, and providing that if any 
physician engaged in the practice of medicine 
by virtue of license issued under the laws of the 
State is guilty of unprofessional conduct the 
Board of Medical Examiners in the county 
where he is engaged In the practice shall revoke 
his license. Unprofessional conduct shall be 
held to be; (1) the procuring, or aiding and 
abetting in the procuring, of criminal abortion * 
(2) employing cappers or drummers, or the sub- 
sidizing of hotels or boarding-houses to procure 
practice ; (3) the obtaining of a fee on the assur- 
ance that a manifestly Incurable disease can be 
permanently cured ; (4) the wilful betraying of 
a professional secret to the detriment of a 
patron ; (5) all advertising of medical business 
in which untruthful or Improbable statements 
are made; (6) all advertisements of any medi- 
cines or means for the treatment of certain 
diseases peculiar to women; (7) conviction of 
any offence Involving moral turpitude; (8) 
habitual drunkenness. 



Texas. — Among the bills introduced are: 
prohibiting fire-insurance companies from rein- 
suring Texas risks in companies not authorized 
to do business in the State ; requiring railroads 
to build depots at places where there may be a 
post-ofl9ce and two business houses, and which 
is over two miles from any other depot ; exempt- 
ing from occupation tax medical specialists who 
successfiilly cure alcoholism and opium habits ; 
prohibiting the sale and export of game, and the 
sale of trout, perch, and bass fish ; repealing the 
clause authorizing city councils to force citizens 
to work on the roads ; compelling corporations 
to make an annual report to the commissioner of 
stailstics, etc., requiring certain corporations to 
give discharged employees the causes of their dis- 
charge ; creating a board of medical censors and 
regulating medicine ; creating a bureau of labor ; 



prohibiting blacklisting; and prohibiting rail- 
road companies from attaching any condition 
to passenger tickets, and compelling them to 
transfer the owner or assignee of the ticket 
over their line. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are: 
allowing the injured females to testify in prose* 
cutlons for abduction ; prohibiting the giving of 
free passes to State, county, and municipal 
officers, and the receiving of passes by said 
officers ; and appropriating $150,000 for building 
a Confederate home and adopting It as a State 
institution. 

The House passed the bill prohibiting parties 
to a contract from stipulating to limit time in 
which suit may be brought upon same ; and the 
bill to prohibit prize fighting and sparring 
matches. 



Missouri. —The Senate passed the bill pro- 
hibiting pools and trusts; the bill giving cities 
of the third class the power to erect light and 
water plants; the bill to restrain domestic 
geese from running at large; and the bill 
requiring corporations to have their general 
offices in the State The bill requiring railroads 
to erect fences, gates, and cattle guards at farm 
crossings was defeated. 

Among the bills introduced are : one prohibit- 
ing the Board of Health from refusing license 
to regular physicians because they advertise in 
newspapers; one to prevent brewers and dis- 
tillers from owning dram-shops; one to regulate 
freight charges on the basis of one per cent per 
mile per ton of freight; one to abolish the dis- 
tinction between married and unmarried women 
In reference to their property and contracting 
power ; one to create the office of hog inspector ; 
one authorizing the appointment of a State 
chemist; and one providing penalties for the 
sale of imitation elder vinegar. 



Minnesota. — Among the bills introduced 
are : providing that judges at agricultural exhi- 
bitions shall be sworn to discharge their duties ; 
regulating charges of livery stable keepers ; pro- 
viding for compensation by railroad corporations 
for the use of public roads and bridges ; provid- 
ing for refunding taxes erroneously collected ; 
requiring that all personal references to people 
in newspapers, including discussion of their 
political opinions and actions, shall be signed by 
the writer; providing for pensions for school 
teachers; regulating the traffic in baking pow- 
der ; fixing the compensation of agents In pro- 
curing a loan at not more than twelve per cent ; 
compelling railroads to have depots properly 
heated and lighted half an hour before and after 
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departure of trains; licenBing auctioneers; 
authorizing the appohitment of bread Inspectors ; 
making it illegal for railroads and warehouses to 
pool against the people ; providing punishments 
for corporations making false statements as to the 
value of their plant, stock, etc., and empowering 
railroad commissioners to see that no greater 
profit is made by the corporations than the legal 
rate of interest ; providing for the recovery of 
damages by persons who may sustain injury by 
reason of the sale to any person of intoxicating 
beverages; authorizing a three-per-cent tax on 
premiums received by insurance companies ; giv- 
ing municipalities and counties option on the 
adoption of the single-tax system; amending 
the law for exemption of personal property 
by making the sum $200 instead of $100 
(which is contrary to the constitutional pro- 
vision) ; providing that during certain months of 
the year the wolf bounty shall be $6.00 for the 
scalp of a she- wolf and $4.00 for the scalp of a 
he-wolf, (nothing is said about the diflSculty of 
distinguishing between the scalp of a male and 
the scalp of a female wolf) ; and fixing the 
rates of elevators and warehouses. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are: 
reducing capital necessary to establish State 
banks in small towns ; prohibiting prize fighting 
and sparring matches ; furnishing seed grain to 
localities where crops were destroyed ; to loan 
money to certain persons for the purchase of 
seed wheat; restraining animals from running 
at large ; and submitting a constitutional amend- 
ment authorizing an income tax. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
appropriating $65,000 to supply farmers with 
seed grain; preventing extortion by attorneys 
in making collections ; making it unlawful for 
a railroad to close up or abandon any portion of 
its track after construction; and making day- 
laborers' wages on public buildings $2.00 per day 
and all other laborers 25 cents per hour. 



'WiscoDsin. — Among the bills introduced 
are : provfding for the commitment of habitual 
drunkards as insane; preventing deception in 
the sale of cheese ; providing for the appoint- 
ment of three funeral directors to pass upon the 
capabilities of undertakers; providing for the 
death penalty when convicts in the State prison 
commit murder; conferring police powers upon 
agents of humane societies ; providing that per- 
sons twenty-one years of age and of good moral 
character who have studied law for one year may 
practice before justices of the peace ; exempting 
from taxation wearing apparel, libraries, kitchen 
furniture, portraits, and other household things 
not exceeding $200; requiring corporations to 



have a capital of at least $25,000; creating the 
office of State commissioner of practical plumb- 
ing, and requiring plumbers to hold certificates; 
making cruelty to dogs a penal ofl^nce ; compi- 
ling railroads to transport by the first train cars 
loaded with wheat, rye, com, oats, and barley; 
regulating the manufacture and sale of vinegar; 
suppressing opium-joints; prohibiting non-resi- 
dents from doing police duty; requiring rail- 
roads to carry poultry in special boxes ; prohib- 
iting the driving of cattle with boards iu front 
of their faces on streets ; prohibiting the placing 
of telephones in disorderly houses; obliging 
railroads to maintain joint platforms at cross- 
ings ; and requiring railroads to get the consent 
of property-owners before building tunnels. 

The House passed the bill abolishing the office 
of State veterinarian, and the bill allowing 
women to act as court commissioners. 



Illinois. — Among the bills introduced are : 
providing for the appointment of a pension 
agent to prosecute the claims of Illinoisans who 
cannot employ attorneys ; making it an ofllence 
for minors to get liquor under false pretences ; 
cutting telephone charges ; making it a misde- 
meanor for any person or political party to pay 
naturalization fees ; requiring telegraph compa- 
nies to file a statement of the number of miles 
of pole lines operated, so that a tax of one dol- 
lar per mile can be levied on one wire, and two 
cents per mile for each additional wire; provid- 
ing that not more than two of the board of 
managers of any State charitable institution 
shall belong to any one political party ; confer- 
ring the privilege of sufflrage and office-holding 
in the cities, towns, and villages upon women ; 
giving patients in asylums the right to hold cor- 
respondence without the espionage of officials ; 
making it a misdemeanor to sell intoxicants to a 
minor without a written request from the par- 
ent or guardian ; making criminal conspiracies 
the societies organized for the purpose of pre- 
venting persons from holding office because of 
nationality or religion ; providing that nine per- 
sons may organize an accident insurance company 
and insure plate-glass and steam-boilers ; making 
it the duty of constables to notify poor debtors 
that $400 worth of personal property is exempt 
from seizure; authorizing charitable societies 
to care for children under seven years of age; 
providing that when a switchman is Injured 
through the fault of an employee the company 
shall be liable for damages ; providing that per- 
sons whipped by White Caps may recover from 
$2 000 to $5,000 from the county; providing 
that when a farmer digs to a railroad or h\g^ 
way (in making a farm drain), the railroad or 
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highway commissioner shall f arntsh an outlet at 
their expense ; conferring upon women the right 
to Tote at school elections (women are allowed 
to hold office as school directors or trustees, but 
not to vote for such officers I) ; requiring the use 
or interlocking switches at railroad crossings ; 
compelling railroads to pay the full value of the 
stock they kill ; giving courts, in criminal cases, 
the right to stay proceedings when parties desire 
to make an appeal ; and requiring the periodical 
weighing of grain by all warehouses issuing 
grain certificates. 



MichigraD. — Among the bills introduced 
are : directing railroads to transport tree mem- 
bers of the Legl slat are and their baggage ; pro- 
tecting candidates against anonymous circulars 
and posters; making It unlawful for telegraph 
companies to receive more than one cent a word 
for a message, and providing that a minimum 
of fifteen cents may be charged for a ten-word 
message; amending the constitution so as to 
provide for civil v^^rdicts by eight out of twelve 
Jurors; making it unlawful to keep or sell liquor 
on any boat or water craft in front of any town 
*or village ; making marriage illegal if contracted 
within forty days of the dissolution of a previous 
marriage ; prohibiting acceptance of free passes 
by judicial officers ; authorizing Detroit to rai^e 
$50,000 to entertain the Grand Army at the next 
encampment; making it unlawful for lawyers 
who are members of the Legislature to practice 
law; protecting the people from the liquor 
traffic ; prohibiting the killing of partridge for 
five years; for the compulsory education of 
Juvenile disorderly persons ; making stockhold- 
ers liable for bank debts; compelling saloon- 
keepers to obtain permission of county in which 
they wish to do business; providing for the 
death penalty for murder in the first degree; 
for death by electrocution ; abolishing the homoe- 
opathic department of the Michigan University ; 
and forbidding the opening of shops, stores, or 
the performance of any labor or business on 
Sunday. 

The Senate passed the bill regulating hours of 
labor on street railways; the bill regulating 
cliarges of telephone companies; and the bill 
providing for the purchase of farm and dairy 
products for use In State Institutions from citi- 
zens of the State producing them. 

The House passed the bill preventing the use 
of oleomargarine or butterine in the State insti- 
tutions; the bill authorizing banks of $15,000 
or upwards to be organized in villages with a 
population of fifteen hundred ; and a resolution 
asking Congress to submit to the States a con- 



stitutional amendment for the election of the 
President and United States Senators by direct 
vote of the people. 



Kansas. —The House passed the bill giving 
women the right to vote at all elections and to 
hold office ; the bill appropriating #60,000 to aid 
destitute settlers In Western Kansas; the bill for 
the Australian ballot; the-blU providing a system 
of irrigation for arid lands ; the bill giving the 
railroad commissioners powers to provide and 
enforce joint rates for connecting railroads; 
and the so-called Railroad Bill, which provides 
for a maximum passenger rate of two and a 
half cents per mile, makes the board of railroad 
commissioners elective by the people, and gives 
them power to compel annual reports from all 
railroad, sleeping-car, telegraph, and telephone 
companies doing business In the State, and pro- 
hibits the issuing of passes to any person except 
railroad employees and shippers of live-stock. 

The Senate passed the bill making a twenty- 
five-per-cent reduction In the salaries of county 
officials, and the bill providing for the appoint- 
ment of a pension agent to prosecute the claim 
of poor Kansas citizens entitled to pensions. 



Nebraska. — Among the bills introduced 
are : to remove all chairs, screens, and decora- 
tions from saloons; prohibiting members of 
trust combinations ttom instituting suits for the 
collection of debts Incurred by sale of articles 
affected by the unlawful combination ; encourag- 
ing the building of public halls in second-class 
cities; prohibiting the practice of veterinary 
surgery without a permit ; creating the office of 
loan agent to negotiate loans for the people at 
the lowest rates and to make abstracts of real- 
estate titles ; repealing the law requiring drug- 
gists in small towns to file bonds ; establishing 
an industrial school for juvenile female delin- 
quents; abolishing capital punishment; provid- 
ing that a sewing machine shall be exempt from 
execution ; requiring railroads to report immedi- 
ately accidents sustained by employees to the 
labor commissioners; providing that life-insur- 
ance policies shall be incontestible after two 
years; and punishing by Imprisonment adults 
voluntarily visiting houses of ill-fame. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are : the 
Australian ballot bill ; the bill prohibiting insur-. 
ance companies from doing business with less 
than #200,000 capital; the bill repealing the 
bounty on beet sugar; and the bill providing for 
a fine or Imprisonment of persons threatening 
others In a menacing manner. 

Among the bills passed in the Qouae are: 
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requiring railroads to name stations the same as 
the town or village; making railroads respon- 
sible for damages to employees, and making con- 
tracts restricting such liability void; reducing 
passenger fare to two cents per mile ; rendering 
corporations liable for acts of employees ; pun- 
ishing persons engaged In '*pool bookmaking '* ; 
requiring engines to be equipped with a ** drive 
brake ** and cars with automatic couplers ; and 
providing for the punishment of persons har- 
boring girls under eighteen or boys under 
twenty-one in houses of ill-fame. 



Indiana. — Among the bills Introduced are :^ 
fixing penalties for attending prize fights as 
spectator; providing that when a married man 
dies testate the widow shall get one third of the 
real and personal property; providing for the 
election of beef inspectors : making it unlawful 
to sell or give away Intoxicating liquor where 
games of chance are played, or within one square 
of where such games are played ; to suppress 
mpure literature; making twenty years a life 
sentence; requiring railroads to have black- 
boards at waiting stations showing the schedule 
time of trains ; requiring building and loan asso- 
ciations to file semi-annually a statement showing 
their financial condition ; and authorizing cities 
and towns to own and operate water works and 
natural gas and electric plants. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are : re- 
quiring pawnbrokers to procure licenses ; making 
It unlawful for an ofllcer of a banking corpora- 
tion to act as notary public; providing for a 
board of arbitration; and requiring Itinerant 
venders of merchandise to pay a license fee of 
$50 and deposit with the city clerk $200 as evi- 
dence of good faith. 

Among the bills passed by the House are : re- 
quiring street railway companies to pave between 
the tracks and two feet on the outside of each 
rail ; compelling vendors of Imitation dairy prod- 
ucts to brand or label them under the true nnmes ; 
prohibiting dealing In margins in grain and other 
farm products: creating the ofilce of natural 
gas supervisor; requiring the heating of railway 
cars by steam or other safe and suitable appll. 
ances; requiring railroads to maintain suitable 
depots at all stations ; making It unlawful to kill 
any duck, rail, or cock between sunset and sun- 
rise and between April 15 and Sept. 1 ; authoriz- 
ing cities to operate water works and gas 
and electric plants; and licensing dogs and 
making it unlawful for dogs to roam over the 
country unattended by the owner or his agent. 



South Dakota. — Among the bills Introduced 
are : requiring county commissioners to offer a 



bounty for the destruction of pocket gophers ; 
encouraging the planting of fruit trees ; punish- 
ing officials for contracting Indebtedness without 
specific appropriations ; changing age of consent 
from sixteen to eighteen; giving women the 
right of suA'age in dtles of first and second 
class and in Incorporated villages ; compelling 
railroads to construct track scales ; and making 
railroads liable for all fires and for stock killed 
along the lines where not fenced. 

The House passed the bill for a uniform sys- 
tem of text-books in the schools. The bill to 
resubmit the prohibition question to the people 
at the next election has passed both branches. 



California. — The House passed the bill per- 
mitting two lines of street railway operated 
under different management to use the same 
street; the bill requiring insurance companies 
to execute a bond In the sum of $20,000 ; and 
the bill allowing a wife who sues for divorce 
one third of her husband's personal property, 
absolute, and a life estate In one third of his 
realty, provided a divorce Is decreed her. 

The Senate passed the bill limiting the power 
of judges to punish for contempt, and the blU 
for a State board of arbitration for the settle- 
ment of differences between labor and capital.. 



Oregon. — A bill prohibiting the use of pro- 
fane language has passed the Legislature. The 
bill providing for the closing of saloons on Sun- 
day was defeated. 



In the English House of Commons a motion 
to reduce the army and evacuate Egypt was de- 
feated, as was a motion to Increase taxation on 
land. A new bill for dealing with England's 
offenders, boys or girls under sixteen, provides 
that the Court may, without prejudice to its 
other powers, decide that. If the offender be a 
boy, he may be whipped ; that the parents may 
be fined not more than one pound sterling ; that 
the parents be ordered to pay compensation to 
the person Injured, not exceeding five pounds ; 
or that the parents must give security for the 
child's good behavior. The whipping, when per- 
formed, shall be by a birch rod, and shall not 
exceed eighteen strokes. 



IN GENERAL. 

An official decree has been Issued suppressing 
all Kepubllcan clubs In Portugal. 



The statue of Marat, In the Pare Montsourls, 
Paris, has been removed by order of the police. 
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A Nor\7ich, Vt., citizen of fifty tias been sen- 
tenced to sixty-three years' imprisonment fur 
selling liquor, being convicted on 723 out of 
1,000 indictments. The evidence against him 
was collected by the professors of Dartmouth 
College, who wanted to remove the temptation 
from the college students. 



The authorities of the village of Schoolcraft, 
Mich., have passed an ordinance prohibiting the 
sale and use of playing cards, and making such 
sale or use an offence, punishable by a fine and 
imprisonment. The law was aimed at the gam- 
bling place in the village, but It was so sweeping 
in its nature that it includes private parties. 
The officers say they will arrest any one caught 
in the act of playing cards, which pleases the 
gamblers exceedingly, as they think the ordinance 
will be very unpopular and will have to be 
entirely repealed. 



Complaint was made to the county attorney 
yesterday that the circulation of the Kansas City 
bunday Sun in this city was in violation of the State 
law prohibiting the circulation of indecent and im- 
moral matter. Warrants were at once issued for the 
arrest of all parties found to be engaged in circulat- 
ing the iSuii. When the express train arrived from 
Kansas City last night a man named Campbell, from 
Wamego, who had been sent here by the proprie- 
tors of the 6un, was seen to take a package of 
papers from the express office He was promptly 
arrested and the papers seized, but as no sales or 
distribution of the papers had been made he was 
released, with the understanding that the papers 
should be returned or destroyed. 



The State Labor Commissioner has compiled 
a series of tables showing the condition of 
various trades-unions in Kansas, a summary of 
which shows that the average daily wages of 
the trades-unions proper was $2.28, the average 
number of weeks during the year in which em- 
ployment could be usually obtained was f orty-two 
and one half, and that 78.3 per cent of the member- 
ship of the reporting unions were able to obtain 
work for this length of time. The average num- 
ber of men in each trade represented who were 
thus fully employed was seventy-seven, and 
their yearly earnings #675.55. In the case of 
the railway organizations reporting, the average 
daily wages of all was $2.83 ; the time in which 
work could usually be obtained was fifty and 
three fourths weeks ; the percentage thus fully 
employed was ninety- three, and the averge num- 
ber of members who could obtain work for the 
full period in each of the five organizations was 
one hundred and eighty-three. The yearly earn- 
ings were $864.51. 



The New York Hat Finishers' Union have 
passed resolutions denouncing the action of 
those legislators ** who are endeavoring to hood- 
wink workingmen with such measures as the 
amendment to the Weekly Payment Bill." This 
measure, the members of the union say, will 
affect only a limited number. Meanwhile, such 
measures, they declare, as are unanimously 
called for by the press and people of the 
State, such as the abolition of the sweating 
system, the *' Life-and-Limb " Bill, and the eight- 
hour law, are ignored. 



The saloon-keepers of Terra Haute, Ind., pro- 
test against the new ordinance, requiring saloon 
doors to be locked after eleven o'clock at night, 
and on Sunday, holding it to be unconstitutional, 
because depriving property-owners of their 
rights. The Circuit Court has refused to dis- 
solve an order restraining the city from prose- 
cuting offenders under the ordinance until the 
constitutionality of it is decided. 



Several Iowa saloon-keepers have been con- 
victed and fined for selling intoxicating bever- 
ages. They had been selling what they termed 
'' Indian soda,' between which and beer, accord- 
ing to expert testimony, there was a distinction 
without a difference. 



In a trial now in progress in St. Louis the 
defendant is charged with having murdered his 
wife, and the point as to whether the killing 
was deliberate or accidental rests almost entirely 
on the condition of the defendant's overcoat, 
from the pocket of which were fired the shots. 
The sheriff had the coat as a piece of court 
property, to be used during the trial. The pris- 
oner's attorney burst In the door of the room, 
stole the coat, and then, while declining to sur- 
render it, confessed the theft. The Court 
decided thi^t he was justified in his action. 



The Federal Supreme Court has decided to 
entertain Canada's application for a writ of pro- 
hibition in the case of the schooner •* Sayward." 
Arguments on the merits of the Behring Sea con- 
troversy will be heard in April. 

The Boston electrotypers are out on a strike. 
They demand a uniform rate of pay. The men 
have a strong union, embracing ninety-nine per 
cent of the craft, and they are confident of suc- 
cess. This strike interferes with the work of 
over two thousand others in the printing trade. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has decided 
that shaving on Sunday is illegal. 
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TO-DAY, MARCH 5, 1891. 

A record of the facts and considerations which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United States^ and that, ther^ore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 

J. MoBRisoN-FuLLBB, Waltsb O. Robb, Bdlton. 

That an action or event is so because it is so, 
ought to be so, or because we ourselves prefer it 
to be so, are reasons too frequently given in sober 
earnest by all parties and factions. A Boston daily, 
however, captures the prize, and defies logic, 
when, speaking editorially of the failure of the 
Subsidy Bill, it remarks : " It is greatly to be re- 
gretted that the Shipping Bill has suffered defeat 
in the House of Representatives, all the more so 
since up to the last moment it was thought probable 
that it would pass" Regret and disappointment 
seem to have been sadly mixed in that editor's 
mind. 

The census agents have gathered abstracts of 
9,000,000 mortgages. This is almost two thirds 
the number of families in the United States. As 
no statistics of this sort with any pretension to 
completeness have ever been collected before, 
there is little with which the facts that are 
arrived at can be compared. Nevertheless, they 
are interesting in themselves, and afford a sub- 
ject for much harmless speculation ; though it is 
by no means impossible that valuable deductions 
may be drawn from them in the future, but 
hardly for several decades. The Census Bureau 
promises to tell us the number of persons in the 
United States who own their farms and homes 
free from incumbrance ; and, as this is probably 
a smaller number than 9,000,000, we may perhaps 
hope to learn it soon. 



Farmers, as a rule, are convinced that they 
pay more than their share of taxes ; and there ai^ 
some grounds for the complaint. To say noth- 
ing of the way in which the tariff operates, hardly 
any farm property can escape taxation ; and farm- 
ers derive less advantage than the inhabitants of 
towns from the lighting of streets and the care of 
them, which is altogether disproportionate to that 
bestowed upon country roads, the maintenance of 
public buildings, the Iree delivery of mail, and 
pther things, all of which they contribute to sup- 
port. With this idea firmly fixed in their minds, 
— that they derive smaller ^returns from taxation 
han other classes, — it is strange that in their 
alliances and granges tbev advocate so many 



socialistic measures which would call for an in- 
crease of taxation. For a farmer to be a socialist 
of the type common among that class seems to 
argue a lower degree of intelligence than the same 
opinions indicate among day-laborers. 



The London County Conncil is again de- 
voting its attention to municipal lodgings for 
the poor. The result of its exploits up to 
September, 1883, was to uuhouse 21,000 
people and provide lodgings for 12,000, — the 
other 9,000 wedging themselves in where 
they could, except those who were kind 
enough to take up their residence in the 
graveyard, and thus free the rate-payers of 
the duty of sheltering them. The latest pro- 
posal of the County Council is to tear down 
houses at present lodging 5,000 persons and 
build in place of them accommodation for 
about 3,500 It is said, or at any rate 
rumored, that in parts of London the poor 
are pretty well crowded together, uncomfort- 
ably so indeed. I think that has been stated. 
Some families live in single pens, in sub- 
cellars, others live in the gutter. 1 wonder 
why it is. So do the councilmen. 



A brave Dakotian recently killed an Indian in 
a novel way. The Indian died from exhaustion 
chasing his woold-be murderer. Much the same 
fate meets an imaginary " Public Speaker" whom 
the New Nation attacks, in a recent issue, on 
the subject of Nationalism. Unfortunate Mr. P. S. 
is supposed to meet a recent convert to National- 
ism, and to ask the latter what he thought of his 
lecture. This leads to a discussion, in which Mr. 
P. S. is allowed only an occasional remark, and 
that the most commonplace. Meanwhile, his 
dread opponent chatters on, until, in despair, and 
too exhausted to murmur an objection, Mr. P. S. 
promises to revise his lecture. 

Fortunately for Nationalism, its supposed ad- 
vocate is said to have but lately espoused its 
cause. This accounts, of course, for the puerile 
arguments advanced, and should not reflect at all 
on the New Nation, which stands ready to prove 
that black is white, on a moment's notice. 



Weavers' With a penetration rare among 
Fines, newspapers, the Boston Herald 
points out that the law proposed in Massachusetts 
to prevent manufacturers from fining operatives 
for imperfect weaving would entail upon the 
workmen evils in many cases worse than the fines 
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imposed at present While there may be some 
justice in the complaint made by weavers that 
tiie practice of fining is taken advantage of by 
employers virtually to reduce wages, it is certain 
that a badly-woven piece of goods is of less value 
than one well woven, and that less pay should be 
received for the one than the other. The present 
system of payment seems to be based upon the 
assumption that the work will be done well, and 
deductions are made when it is done ill. The 
point made by the Herald is, that 

" A careless or badly-trained weaver may now be 
continued in service by making good his or her losses 
to the company out of the fines imposed ; but when 
fining is no longer permissible, the overseer of a 
weaving-room would have no alternative bi\t to dis- 
charge the person whose work did not come up to a 
satisfactory standard." 

Or, the law might be rendered nugatory by pay- 
ing distinctly according to the quality of the 
work, instead of by fixing a normal price for per- 
fect work and making deductions for defects. 

We would not be understood as implying that 
it requires much penetration to perceive this, but 
neither the average labor agitator nor the work- 
man nor newspaper has enough penetration to 
discern it. 



Sodaitrai Sardou's '* Thermidor " having 
D^J^^^o ^^^^ suppressed by the French 
Art. Government, the manager of the 
Th^tre Libre offers to produce the play, the 
censorship being unable to dictate terms to this 
"private" theatre. The motto of the Theatre 
Libre is " By art and for art." It aims at giving 
young and unpopular authors, boycotted by the 
managers, who only seem to make money often ne- 
cessarily at the expense of dramatic art, a chance 
to try their strength. In three years it has produced 
one hundred and twenty-five new and original 
plays, and presented the works of fifty-nine au- 
thors and musicians, of whom several are famous. 
Twenty-three of the pieces revealed at the Thea- 
tre Libre have been produced since at the regu- 
lar theatres. Within the same three years the 
two subsidized theatres, the Com^die Frangaise 
and the Od^n, have produced ninety-two new 
pieces, and have cost the government more than 
a million francs. Communicating these and sun- 
dry other facts, equally interesting, the Paris 
correspondent of the New York Sun asks: 
"What is the conclusion?" and he answers: 
*« Simply that the Tb64tre Libre, with ridicu- 
lously small resources, has been doing the work 
which the Com6dle Frangalse and the Od^on 



have neglected, although they are paid for the 
purpose. The Th^&tre Libre has become a fo- 
cus of art, a nursery of actors, a nucleus of en- 
thusiastic reformers whose ideas and reasonings 
will Inevitably Influence the French stage for 
good." 



The State ▼ About a year ago the farmers of 
The Gypsy' Massachusetts became alarmed by 
the presence of the gypsy moth in 
a small district of that State. If the moth should 
extend its habitat it would probably entail a se- 
vere loss by its ravages. Accordingly, the Legis- 
lature, always eager to be about some business 
other than its own, established a Gypsy Moth 
Commission, and appropriated, J believe, $25,000 
to exterminate the insect. The commissioners, as 
might have been predicted, set about their work 
after an ignorant and wasteful method, — scrap- 
ing the trees on which the moth worked, instead 
of spraying them, which would have been much 
less costly and more effective — exhausted the 
appropriation, and called for more money. The 
Governor has recently removed the commission- 
ers, and turned over the work which they did not 
do to certain members of the Board of Agricul- 
ture. The reason given for the removal, how- 
ever, was not that they had proved themselves 
incompetent, although this clearly appeared, but 
that they had been guilty of impropriety in using 
their official position to advertise their private 
business and to make the State a customer for 
their wares. 

Nothing could be more absurd than to doubt 
that the Government of Massachusetts could ex- 
terminate a moth which exists only in a small 
area of the State. All that was necessary was to 
appoint a commission and furnish the sinews of 
war. The commission was appointed, and the 
moth flourishes. Conspicuous instances of failure 
to accomplish a simple object in this way are very 
numerous because the attempts that have been 
made are very numerous ; but one would suppose 
that men would occasionally demand an instance of 
conspicuous success to sustain their faith in the 
efficacy of such methods. 



LiffhtbrMk- The problem of human misery and 
ingr npon the , *^ . , , . , 

Clergy, the question whether it can be mate- 
rially diminished have long occupied men's 
thoughts. From lack of a clear perception of the 
causes from which misery results, the means sug- 
gested for alleviating it have not usually been 
well chosen. The superficial answer, the answer 
of philanthropists, has been, if a man b hungry, 
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give him food ; if he is naked, clothe him ; build him 
a comfortable tenement honse, provide him work, 
and if he will not or can not work, he must be sup- 
ported by public charity. The experiment has been 
tried extensively upon this line, and it b an open 
question whether current philanthropy does more 
good than harm. The fact is coming to be recog- 
nized in certain quarters where, a few years ago, 
there seemed no hope of its ever obtaining recog- 
nition, — the fact that the community cannot sup- 
port all its members in comfort Certain powers 
of body and mind are necessary in order to get a 
living; many persons are bom without the requisite 
powers, and they must suffer the consequences or 
the community at large must suffer for them. 
When this class fii small the community does not 
feel the burden. Still, earning a living is by no 
means an easy thing for the vast majority of men, 
and as the class of incompetents grows the drain is 
felt more and more by those upon whom it is made. 
For whatever is gratuitously supplied to those un- 
able to produce what they need for themselves is 
so much subtracted from the production of others, 
many of whom have hardly enough for their own 
needs. The most serious aspect of the matter, 
howeyer, is that assisting the incompetent to live 
is assisting them to have children who are mostly 
like themselves. Consequently there is a larger 
and larger number for future generations to sup- 
port, and by their presence the average individ- 
ual human power is made lower. In order to 
relieve a comparatively little immediate distress, 
philanthropists have been unwittingly laying up a 
larger store of misery for the future. In order 
to do a little right they have been doing a great 
wrong. 

The churches have been very active in collect- 
ing money for ill-judged charities, and clergymen 
would naturally be expected to be almost the last 
to perceive that nature has laws in accordance 
with which she works, and that it is useless to 
attempt to thwart her — that she will have her 
way sooner or later. The somewhat lively dis- 
cussion of heredity that has been carried on of 
late in scientific circles seems to have pressed 
upon some clergymen recognition of the fact that 
there is such a thing as inheritance of ancestral 
character, and the partial application of this fact 
to the question of philanthropy is not very difficult 
At any rate. Rev. A. M. Bradford, of Mont- 
clair, N. J., recently delivered an address on 
Heredity before the Congregational Club, of Bos- 
ton, in which the transmission of criminal propen- 
sities was dwelt on, and the corollary drawn that 
the prcbcnt treatment of the criminal and the 



unfortunate shouM be modified so as to conform 
more to nature's method of treatment It is to 
be hoped that the ideas contained in that address 
will be made more definite and will spread among 
the clergy, because, though they are not usually 
the best exponents of scientific truth, they are in 
many cases the only ones to whom the laity will 
listen. 



SOCIALISM IN VIRGINIA. 

Id 1606, King James I. granted the eastern 
coast of North America to two companies, 
the Londoa and the Plymouth. The former 
made a settlement at Jamestown in 1607, 
whiclv settlement has developed into the Vir- 
ginia of to-day. The object of the settle- 
ment was business-like ; the incorporated com- 
pany furnished the capital for the undertak- 
ing ; the settlers provided the labor. The 
curious principle was that the land was to be 
held in common for a term of years, five in 
the present instance. The first charter failed 
to effect the purposes of the company so in 
1609 a new one was prepared and delivered. 

As regards the immigration and allotment 
of land the writer of Nova Britannia says : 
*' Wee purpose presently to make supply of 
men, women and children ... to make the 
plantation. Wee call those planters that go 
in their persons to dwell there. And those 
Adventurers that adventure their money 
and go not in person and both doe make the 
members of one colonic. Wee do account 
twelve pounds ten shillings to be a single 
share adventured. Everie ordinary man or 
woman if they will goe and dwell there and 
every childe above lenne yeares that shall 
be carried thither to remaine shall be allowed 
for each of their persons a single share as if 
they had adventured twelve pound ten shill- 
ings in money. Everie i xtraordinarie man 
as Divines . . . Gentlemen, Physitions and 
such as be men of worth for special services, 
are all to goe as planters, and to exerte their 
several functions in the colonie and one to be 
maintained at the common charge and one to 
receive their Dividend (as others doe) at 
seven yeares end." 

According to the above sketch it is seen 
that the enterprise was a Joint-stock com- 
pany ; that the shares were valued at £1^ /lO 
and that personal emigration or actual pay- 
ment entitled any uid every person to a share. 

As regards the practical working of the 
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system, the anonymous author of *^'Nova 
Britannia" states: *' All charges of settling 
and maintaining the plantation, and of mak- 
ing supplies, shall he home in a joint stock of 
the adventures for seven years . . . during 
which time there shall ho no adventure nor 
goods returned in private from thence, 
neither hy master, mariner, planter . . . they 
shall he restrained hy hond and search, that 
as we supply from thence to the planter at 
our own charge all necessaries for food and 
apparel for fortifying and huilding of houses 
hy a joint stock, so they are also to return 
from thence the success and fruits of their 
lahors, for the use and advancement of the 
same joint stock till the end of seven years." 

From this account it is at once evident that 
private ownership of land, in fact of any prop- 
erty whatever, is done away with. The pro* 
ceeds of the industry of the settlers accrue to 
the advantage of the members of the com- 
pany, but after seven years the land is to 
be divided among the stockholders according 
to their respective shares. It was confidently 
expected that the returns would be ample, 
and that after the space of a couple of years, 
the colony would not only be self-supporting 
but would richly repay the adventurers for 
their outlays. The hopes entertained by the 
company were not at all extravagant, based 
as they were on the well-known physical 
characteristics of the newly-settled country. 
For instance. Sir Thomas Gates, one of the 
early governors wrote home: '* The natural 
pease (peas) of the country returns an in- 
crease innummerable; and garden fhiits with 
roots, herbs and flowers, do spring up speed- 
ily; all things committed to the earth do 
multiply with an incredible usury." 

These glowing expectations were not in 
the slightest degree realized; the colonists 
were in constant want of provisions, so that 
supply ships had to be sent out from England 
at comparatively regular intervals. In fact, 
at one time the colonists at the point of des- 
peration had forsaken their homes and were 
leaving the mainland when supply ships met 
them, and persuaded them after considerable 
difficulty to return. 

The two principles on which the settlements 
were effected were that the land should be held 
in common, and that private trade and in- 
dustry should be prohibited. But the settlers, 
unable to reap the proceeds of their labor, 
refused to work : ^^ Many of them spent their 



time playing howls in the streets of James- 
town, while their homes (that is, the com- 
pany's) were crumbling before their eyes. 
Content to trust to the chance of supplies 
from England, they had neglected to sow any 
corn.'' To force the men to work, resort was 
made to a penal code. For example, it was a 
capital offence to barter on tariff to the slight- 
est extent with any of the trading vessels; 
and it was likewise a capital crime to kill 
cattle and poultry without permission of the 
Grovemor, or '' maliciously to root up any 
crop." But even force, no matter how effec- 
tive at first, failed within a very few years, and 
private industry was so far allowed that every 
man had three acres of land allotted to him 
that could be cultivated in the spare time 
allowed from public work. With this change 
in policy and the modified introduction of 
private property, Homor, an eyewitness, states 
that the colony throve better than under the 
old system of joint labor. With this first 
concession and the increased prosperity con- 
sequent upon it, the old method gave way 
rapidly. The colonists were soon given one 
month to work for themselves, in considera- 
tion for such privilege their supply of corn 
from the public store was reduced to two 
bushels. 

Two years from the granting of the second 
charter to the company in May, the writer of 
^' Nova Britannia " recognized the failure of 
the colony from an economic point of view, 
and in a new work, " The New Life of Vir- 
ginia," he ascribed the first cause of failure 
to the character of the settlers sent from 
England to people the country ; *^and for the 
second," he says, *' the land is before you to 
dispose to every man for his house and ground 
wherein to employ himself for his own bene- 
fit, that no man may live idle or unprofitable." 
That is to say, the company declared individ- 
ual ownership and private industry to be a 
ntcessity within two years from the forma- 
tion of the joint- stock company ; and the 
entire system was silently and partially aban- 
doned when little more than half of tlie 
*< seven years" had passed. 



STATE REPRESENTATION. 

A resolution introduced some time ago in the 
House of Representatives calls attention to an 
important question of construction of a clause of 
the Foiuleenth Amendment to the Constitution 
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of the United States, which, although never inter- 
preted by a court of law, has been a subject of spec- 
ulation among jurists. The resolution authorized 
the Committee on the Judiciary to ascertain 
whether, in the constitutions or laws of any states, 
there exist provisions which deny the right of 
suffrage to certain of their citizens, and whether 
in consequence the representation of such states 
in the House of Representatives should not, un- 
der the Fourteenth Amendment, be reduced. 
On the subject of the resolution there is said to 
have been a disagreement in the committee, fol- 
lowed by a majority report in a line affirmative 
of the resolution, and two minority reports in the 
negative. 

The particular part of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment here referred to is a portion of the second 
section thereof, fixing the representation in Con- 
gress of each state in the Union. It provides 
that representatives shall be apportioned among 
the states according to their respective popular 
tions. Then it goes on to provide that in case a 
state denies or abridges the right of suffrage it 
shall have the number of its representatives re- 
duced accordingly. The latter provision is in 
full as follows : " But when the right to vote at 
any election for the choice of Electors for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States, 
Representatives in Congress, the executive and 
judicial officers of a State, or the members of 
the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the 
male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one 
years of age and citizens of the United States, or 
in any way abridged, except for participation in 
isbellion or other crime, the basis of representa- 
tion therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall 
bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty- 
one years of age in such State." 

A provision imposing this penalty upon a 
state for any limitation of the right to vote 
raises questions of widespread interest, not to 
mention importance. There are many states 
which have in force such limitations. Massachu- 
setts and Missouri provide in their constitutions 
that no one shall be allowed to vote who cannot 
read and write. Are they denying or abridging 
the right of suffrage under the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment, and should their representation in Con- 
gress be reduced ? But if to require ability both 
to read and to write constitutes a denial or 
abridgment of the suffrage, so does the require- 
ment of ability to read taken by itself. This is 
contained in the constitution of Connecticut 
And if these provisions are obnoxious, why are 



not those requiring the payment of certain taxes 
as a prerequisite to voting ? In Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware a voter must have 
paid a State, city, or county tax within two 
years previous to the election. In Rhode Is- 
land he must have paid all taxes assessed on him 
for the period of two years preceding. In Ten- 
nessee he must have paid all taxes to be pre- 
scribed by the Legislature. In Utah he must 
be a tax-payer. In New Hampshire no person 
can vote who is excused from paying taxes at 
his own request In Vermont the constitution 
declares that every one has a right to vote who 
has a sufficient interest in the community. In 
Rhode Island no person not bom in the United 
States can vote unless he has property of a 
specified pecuniary value. If the former pro- 
visions constitute a denial or abridgment, a 
fortiori will this. 

On a cursory reading, the words of the Four- 
teenth Amendment as quoted above justify the 
view that such limitations constitute a denial of 
the right of suffrage. In the first place, they refer 
generally to any male inhabitant of a state twenty- 
one years old and a citizen of the United States. 
Secondly, they enumerate many distinct classes 
of officials for each one of whom he must be al- 
lowed to vote. Thirdly, they name but one ex- 
ception to the right to vote as specified, namely, 
in case of participation in rebellion or other 
crime. Fourthly, they provide the penalty of 
reduction of representation, to be imposed upon 
the state in case the right be denied or 
abridged. As there are no qualifications, save as 
above, the provision is general ; and any state 
which in any way limits or restricts the suffrage 
abridges the right Consequently, it is liable to 
the penalty. 

This argument seems very strong, and laymen 
who are not familiar with the amount of ingenu- 
ity and freedom of construction that is contin- 
ually required in the interpretation of written 
law will perhaps be surprised to learn that this is 
not the view commonly accepted by students of 
the Constitution. Here is the opposite argument 
If I am the proprietor of an Art collection or a 
picture gallery, and open it to the public, and 
make a rule that every visitor shall leave his 
cane or his umbrella, as the case may be, at the 
door, I am not thereby depriving the public of 
their right to enter. I am simply imposing a 
regulation which is necessary for the preservation 
of the pictures and statues. Without regulation, 
there would not be any picture or statue* 
Careless visitors would poke their canes through 
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the canvas, rub the gilt off the frames, and 
knock fingers and noses from the nymphs and 
cupids. In the same way, it is not depriving 
people of their rights to provide that there shall 
be no load talking during church service, that 
travellers on the road shall turn to the right, and 
Uiat intoxicated persons shall not ride on street 
cars. These instances are merely applications of 
a well-known and often cited principle of law. 
Ck>ming to the subject of suffrage, the state can 
make such restrictions as may be necessary to 
preserve the right. Thus, to provide for regis- 
tration before voting is not a denial, because 
otherwise the exercise of the right of suffrage 
might degenerate into a farce. So, requiring the 
use of uniform ballots in order to facilitate their 
sorting and counting is not a denial. So, to re- 
quire a person to have a higher grade of intelli- 
gence than a mule before letting him have a hand 
in governing a State is a reasonable requirement; 
and a natural test of this knowledge is to pro- 
vide that he must read and write. 

This brief summary of the arguments pro and 
con is Bot intended at all as a dbcussion of the 
question, but merely to show the vagueness 
and looseness of phraseology employed in this 
important provision. The inaccuracy is the 
greater because there is reason to suppose that 
the legislators who enacted the amendment did 
not intend to provide for universal suffrage. The 
Fourteenth Amendment was passed by the Thirty- 
ninth Congress in 1866, although, because of the 
fact that the consent of the legal number of 
states was required, it did not become law till 
two years later. The time of its passage was 
one in which Uie question of the rights of freed- 
men was in agitation. In the previous year 
had been passed the Thirteenth Amendment, 
and subsequently the Civil Rights Bill, and there 
was much talk, some true and some not true, that 
the negro was not allowed his political rights. 
Under these circumstances, the Fourteenth 
Amendment was enacted ; and we may reason- 
ably suppose that it was intended, not to deal 
with universal suffrage, but to secure their 
rights to those who were benefited by the Thir- 
teenth Amendment. 

The Fifteenth Amendment does not make the 
provisions of the Fourteenth the less confusing, as 
it concerns the same subject, and is both broader 
and narrower in its terms. It provides that the 
right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude, and that Congress 
shall have power to enforce the provision by legis- 



lation. The Fourteenth Amendment, as we 
have seen, imposed upon a state a penalty for 
an abridgment of the right of suffrage of any 
person. The Fifteenth, on the other hand, gives 
Congress power to secure the right to vote of the 
negro by direct action. It is this latter article 
which gives Congress power to pass enactments 
providing for Federal supervision at State elec- 
tions. It is impossible for these amendments, 
passed as the occasion required, to be free from 
the faults of all casual legislation, and to possess 
the harmony and clearness which we see in the 
Constitution. 



AN UNRIGHTEOUS STRIKE. 

Two strikes remarkable for their magni-^ 
tude, the Scottish railway strike and the 
strike in Australia, have taken place in the 
last SIX months. There is little in common 
between them, except that both were con- 
spicuous for bad leadership and that both 
were failures. In case of the former the 
workmen «eem to have had a grievance, 
though the movement probably did not 
represent the will of the general body. In 
the latter there was no grievance, but the 
men held together tenaciously. The remark- 
able things about the Australian strike, 
however, were its universality — extending 
to nearly all the trades — and its object. 
Here was the first instance in the long con- 
flict that has been waged between capital 
and labor where almost all the trades-unions 
of a country were united against almost all 
the capitalists united. This is the kind of 
contest which the president of the Dockers' 
Union predicted last year in the Nineteenth 
Century as certain to come in the near 
future, thougli it is certain that he did not 
foresee this particular strike. The first 
battle has resulted in the complete defeat 
of the unions. 

Nearly all strikes have had for their 
object an increase of wages, resistance to a 
reduction of wages, or the securing shorter 
hours of labor. The object of this strike 
in Australia was to coerce all laborers to 
join a union — to prevent all men not mem- 
bers of some union from obtaining employ- 
ment. In the eaily stage of trades-nnion- 
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ism, belonging to a union was frequently a 
bar to a man's obtaining employment. Now 
the tide is turned, and the unions put pres- 
sure upon employei-s to prevent them 
from hiring non-members. No great bat- 
tle had been fought on this issue, however, 
till last fall. If the unions had been suo- 
cessf ul in this contest they would have gone 
far toward realizing an ambition which 
possessed the Knights of Labor in the days 
of their glory, namely, the subjugation of 
the employer. The scheme was tliat, 
while the employer should still occupy his 
formal attitude in production, he should, in 
effect* only be the paid agent of the *' produ- 
cing classes " He was still to be superin- 
tendent, still to risk his capita], still to 
exert his administrative and financial skill ; 
but he was to engage no one and to dis- 
charge no one without the consent of a 
council or committee of the labor organiza- 
tion. From this it would be only a short 
step for the council to decide for him all 
questions of his relation to the workmen, — 
the hours and general conditions of labor, 
the rates of wages, the times and modes of 
payment, etc. 

One would naturally suppose that the 
United States and Australia would be the 
two countries where labor unions would 
fin'1 it the hardest to obtain a hold, because 
in those countries wages are higher and the 
condition of workmen more bearable than 
anywhere else. As a matter of fact, unions 
are a comparatively recent growth in those 
places, and have not attained near the degree 
of development they have attained in older 
countries, like England. Nevertheless, the 
fact that a man is getting two dollars a day 
does not keep him from wanting two and a 
half ; and if trades-unions enable workmen 
to obtain higher wages, they may be ex- 
pected to flourish. 

Sheep-shearing in Australia is an occupa- 
tion which fbrnishes work for a large number 
of men during part of the year. Some men 
devote themselves almost entirely to shear- 
ing, travelling from one place to another for 
six or eight months ; but most of the work 



is done by permanent residents of each 
community. The labor is hard, and had 
always been well paid till about three years 
ago, a man being able to earn from sixty 
dollars to a hundred and fifty dollars in a 
few weeks besides board and lodging. At 
that time the sheep-farmers tried to reduce 
the rate of shearing, and where they sup- 
plied the men with food, charged exorbitant 
prices. The result was the formation of the 
Shearers' Union, which, at the outbreak of 
the strike, numbered not quite half of the 
workmen engaged in that business. The 
Union had grown and acquired strength very 
rapidly ; had won several victories, and re- 
dressed most of the grievances complained 
of, and, encouraged by its success, conceived 
the project of coercing those out of the 
union to join it. The shearers, however, 
did not feel strong enough to effect this in- 
dependently, but applied to the maritime 
unions at all the ports not to ship any wool 
except that which had been sheared by their 
own members. The Seamen*s Unions read- 
ily assented, and induced the Coal Miners* 
Unions to assist them, by cutting off the 
supply of coal necessary to the ships. All 
the labor unions gave their sympathy and 
support to the strikers. Never was there a 
stronger coalition of laborers, and it doubt- 
less seemed to them that there could be no 
doubt about their being able to enforce their 
demands. 

But there are some objects which it is 
impossible for any combination of men, 
however strong, to accomplish ; and in this 
case the strikers proved unequal to accom- 
plishing the very unjust purpose they had 
in view. The capitalists and employers of 
labor were driven to combine to a greater 
extent than had ever before been done. 
This might have been foreseen, and prob- . 
ably was foreseen by some of the wiser 
labor leaders; but the workmen seem not 
to have been under the guidance of theu- 
wisest members. It has long been asserted 
almost as a truism that capitalists are able 
to endure a cessation of their profits for a 
longer time than workmen can endure a 
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cessation of their wages, and this strike 
afforded an unneeded confirmation of the 
axiom. When it is remembered that the 
public opinion of Australia, though usually 
favorable to trades- unions, was in this case 
strongly against the strikers, and that the 
battle was waged not only against the 
united capitalists but also against the non- 
union laborers, who actually outnumbered 
the unionists, any other result would have 
been indeed surprising. The details of the 
conflict are very interesting, but the facts 
of chief importance are, that the unions 
attempted an entirely unjustifiable object, 
that they were very badly commanded, and 
that they failed utterly after suffering very 
heavy losses. Tn no other country at the 
present time would be so good a chance for 
such an attempt to succeed, and in no 
other country would defeat in such an 
attempt impose upon the strikers so little 
suffering. 

The temptation to draw lessons from so 
striking an occurrence is ver}- strong, but 
it is doubtful whether the right ones will be 
drawn by the majority. The article in the 
Mm teenth Century concludes that " the 
most gigantic federation of labor, unless 
it is handled with greater strategic ability 
than is at present available in Australia, 
will break like an egg against an iron-clad 
when faced by the resolute opposition of 
employers who are also federated*'; and 
that '^ a community composed of men of 
British descent draws the line very firmly at 
demands based on the idea that any power 
outside Parliament should coerce a man 
into striking, and has no sympathy with 
methods forbidden by law.'' The West- 
minster Eevietcer thinks that '^ if the pres- 
ent contest does nothing more than lay 
down clearly definable lines on which labour 
contests can be legitimately carried on [«tc] , 
by making it plain that an abuse of power 
and the pursuance of means which are in 
their very nature illegal not only fail to 
secure the object sought but result incal- 
culable injury to the cause of labour itself 
— then, disastrous as the immediate effects 



may be, it will not have been fought in 
vain." 

The notion that Parliament could right- 
fully coerce a man to strike and to suffer 
want in consequence, though it would be 
wrong for any other power to do this, will 
hardly commend itself to right reason. 
Both writers quoted, moreover, appear to 
use " illegal " and *' forbidden by law ""in the 
sense of unjust, as if the law could make 
an action right or wrong. Not many years 
ago in England workmen were ^* forbidden 
by law " to combine and form unions ; now 
their right to do so is recognized. Shall 
we say that it was wrong for them to com- 
bine then, but that it is right now? Still 
the conclusions are probably correct as set 
down, because the communities of Kngland 
and Australia are doubtless more concerned 
to know what is legal than what is just. If 
the unions had been at all concerned, the 
strike certainly would not have occurred* 
One of the most surprising features of the 
whole matter is that men of Anglo-Saxon 
race, who have always prided themselves 
on their love of fair-play, should have at- 
tempted such injustice. It has been re- 
marked with truth that no tyranny which 
laborers have suffered from their employers 
exceeds the tyranny they are willing to in- 
flict upon one another. If this strike could 
have shown the workmen that they cannot 
afford, in the long run, to be guilty of in- 
justice, any more than other men, it would 
'not have been in vain. But in order to 
show this, the strike would have had to 
stKceed. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The Fortnightly Rbview (February).— 
Bussian Finance : The Backing of the Peasantry 
is an exceedingly strong article appearing over 
the nom de plume of E, B. Lanin, The writer 
shows that the rapid financial progress which 
Rossia has seemed to be making under the guid- 
ance of its present Minister of Finance (M. 
Vyshnegradsky) is, in reality, only a borrowing 
on the futore, and that sncceeding generations 
will have to pay the penalty. Every possible 
method has been employed to enrich the govern- 
ment. Its policy of protection is said to amoant 
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almost to prohibition, and to put the McEinley 
Bill quite in the shade. Russians pay several 
hundred per cent more for Russian sugar than 
do English consumers of the same article. 
Scythes are so scarce that the average peasant 
farmer uses a crude reaping-hook instead. The 
rate of interest paid in Russia seems hardly 
credible. " 100 per cent is the usual rate of in- 
terest; it often, however, amounts to 800, and 
sometimes to 800 per cent'* The peasantry's 
condition grows continually worse, and in some 
sections is already in a state scarcely imagin- 
able. 

Public Life and Private Morals^ by Jf., ia an- 
other contribution on a subject still agitating the 
public mind in England, and in many respects is 
the best that has appeared. That this mond 
outcry is genuine with individuals, and even with 
certain sections of the nation, he does not ques- 
tion, but he does question its genuineness as 
coming from the nation as a whole. He does 
not believe that the character of the nation is 
such as to demand that its public men should be 
saints, nor does he see the wisdom or justice in 
singling out adultery as a crime of crimes, espe- 
cially since, by granting divorce, marriage 
becomes but a civil contract. 

Two authors attempt to deal with Socialism 
in this number. The one, David F, Schlose, 
maintains that TAe Road to Social Peace^ lead- 
ing out of the slough of Individualism, termi- 
nates in a paradise of Socialism. The other, 
Oscar WUdey writing under title of The JSoiU 
of Man under Socialism^ would have us be- 
lieve that ** Socialism itself will be of value 
simply because it will lead to Individualism." 
We would recommend that Mr. Schloss take a 
post-graduate course in Social Economics, and 
that Mr. Wilde return to the finer arts, with 
which he seems to be more at home. 

Thb Popular Scikncb Monthly (March). — 
Supposed Tendencies to Socialism by Wm, Orm- 
ham is a chapter from the author's book, ** So- 
cialism New and Old," now in press. The paper 
discusses the prophecies of Karl Marx, Caimes, 
and Comte, based on the tendencies of the times 
In which they wrote, and points out in what 
respects subsequent history has shown their 
mistakes. We fail to see the propriety of in- 



cluding Herbert Spencer among such prophets, 
or of his being styled a prophet at alL While 
Mr. Spencer ventures to predict what will hap- 
pen as a result if certain events come to pass, 
we were not aware that he had said that those 
events were as yet realities. 

In Mr. Graham's opinion, the real tendency of 
the present is toward a '* union of capitals for 
a common purpose," rather than toward a con- 
centration in single hands. If the power thus 
concentrated should abuse Its privileges, he con- 
siders the State would in most cases check the 
abuse, and if correction failed, it could assume 
its function. He joins the ranks of the opti- 
mistic prophets, who think they see in the dim 
future a better state of af&drs, and leaves little 
doubt in the mind of the reader that he wishes 
to be classed with the Socialists, though some 
of his views scarcely accord with that schooL 

The Tyranny of the State Is brought to oar 
notice by Samuel Williams Cooper, No attempt 
is made to deal in smooth figures of speech. On 
the contrary, the writer dashes in mecUas res 
with a vim quite commendable, and, what is best 
of all, seems never wanting proofs for his state- 
ments. 

While we cannot here cite the various In- 
stances mentioned wherein the State has exhib- 
ited its tyrannical power, we may be allowed the 
following quotation as one of the writer's con- 
clusions : — 

'* The influence of custom Is so great that the 
rules laid down by the 8ai>erior power seem self- 
justifying. The struggle between liberty and au- 
thority — the man and the tyrant ~ has given place 
to a more representative government; but snccess in 
politics, as in persons, sometimes brings with it in- 
firmities, and popular control may perpetuate in 
other forms the wrongs of despots long gone. The 
question is not new. In some form or other it has 
been before mankind from the remotest ages. The 
law that the king could do no wrong has been declared 
inapplicable to our republican Government. But in 
the monarcl^'s place appears the hydra-headed 
tyrant— the State. The authority of this body, 
more dangerous than the power of the king, presents 
itself under new conditions that require deep con- 
sideration and fundamental treatment." 

Other articles are: Oovemment among the 
Lowtr Animals, by J, W, Slater, and Interna- 
tional Congress of Americanists : Paris Meeting. 
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AMERICANA. 

The record of the first session of the Okla- 
homa Legislature, filed in the Congressional 
library, closes with the foUowlnir resolution ; 

" Whkrkas, It is now the day of final adjourn- 
ment of the first Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Oklahoma; and 

*• Whkreas, All the members of said Assembly 
who filed their certificates of election for record 
among the archives of the Territory of Okla- 
homa are now alive, after having passed through 
the ordeal usually attending legislators without 
any perceptible danger or marks of displeasure 
of the Creator of all law-makers ; therefore be it 

" Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
said Assembly, That the adoption of this reso- 
lution by the House shall be an expression of 
the members of thanks to him, the Speaker of 
the Upper House in Heaven, to which House all 
members of this House shouldliope to be elected. 

The following is an extract from a letter of a 
South Dakota legislator to his wife : ♦* i cant 
hardly tell whats goin on when we are all in the 
meetin to legislat we have so much fun, but i 
dont have to worry any, someone always tells me 
what to do and the boys say that i am getin along: 
all rite, and i herd one of them whisper thet he 
thot 1 was to be defended on and the other feller 
said you bet, and they all seem so friendly like, 
and one of the fellers got drunk today and he 
come up to me and says old boy youve been 
bulletined today. You see he was full and so i 
says i aint trying to bulldoze anythin my friend 
and he seemed satifled cause he laffed, i want to 
be friendly with everybody. You orter hecr em 
when I told em how i was lected i tole em thet i 
had run for some kind of oflls every year sins i 
came hear and never had any luck afore^ but 
they put me on this year to bust the wring, and 
i said what prinsipuls will i run on and they said 
hanj? the prinsipuls, but get thar eli, then you 
orter herd em lafl". Well i must stop now for 
the prayer meetin and i will stay till its out and 
ttow good by." 

And now a New Haven judge decides that the 
boy who has been dropping thr^e-cent pieces 
into the ^ot and taking out ten cent cigars is 
guilty of stealing. It begins to be apparent that 
slot-machine law needs elucidation. — Boston 
Herald. 

There is scarcely ever a session of Congress 
in which bills are not found to contain mistakes 
in orthography or punctuation. The only won- 
der is that many more do not occur when it is 
remembered that all such work, near adjourn- 
ment, is performed under extraordmary circum- 



stances. All is haste, noise and confusion. Rest 
or sleep is unknown oftentimes for two or three 
days and nights in succession. The clerks be- 
come nervous, wearied, and sometimes wholly 
exhausted by the intense strain and prolonged 
physical labor. 

Probably the smallest, and apparently most 
insignificant, of all such blunders was the most 
expensive one of the kind ever made. It oc- 
curred in a tariff bill more than twenty years 
ago. There was a section enumerating what 
articles should be admitted free of duty. Among^ 
' the articles specified were " all foreign fruit- 
plants," etc., meaning plants imported for 
transplanting, propagation or experiment. The 
enrolling clerk, in copying the bill, accidentally 
changed the hyphen in the, compound word 
" fruit-plants " to a comma, making it read '*A11 
foreign fruit, plants," etc The consequence 
was that for a year, until Congress could remedy 
the blunder, all the. oranges, lemons, bananas, 
grapes and other foreign fruits were admitted 
free of duty. This little mistake, which the 
most careful man might easily have made, cost 
the government about $2-,Oo6,000. — Philadelphia 
Press. 

The Missouri Legislature has invented a beer 
inspection bill and it is not patented. The 
measure is receiving some commendation on the 
ground that deputies can be had without paying 
a salary* Yes, but unless the number is limited, 
there will soon have to be a cheaper quality of 
beer for thrse who pay. — Galveston Neios. 

A member of the Legislature who indulged in 
afternoon naps, requested his friend to awaken 
hira when tlie lumber act came on. His friend 
for*ot to do so. but accidentally gave him a jog 
as the House was discussing a bill to prevent 
fraud. The sleeper started up suddenly, rubbed 
his eyes, and exclaimed : " Mr. Speaker, a word 
upon that bill, for more than half my constitu- 
ents get their living in no other way." — A'ef/^ 
England Magazine. 

When George Washington Quay's father asked" 
the young man if he had been plying his hatchet 
on the cherry-tree, George's breast heaved with 
emotion as he exclaimed in manly tones, " I can- 
not tell a lie, my dear father. J have n't had ray 
hatchet in my hand for a week." 

•'Rush to my arms, my dear son," cried tlie 
old gentleman. •* I'd rather have a thousand 
trees than one boy." 

When George got out of earshot, his first act 
was to congratulate himself upon his happy de- 
liverance. ** How lucky it was," said he, '• that 
I did it with an axe and not with a hatchet I " — 
Boston Transcript. 
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LEGISLATIVE. 

Congresfi. ~ Both branches reached final ad- 
journment at noon, March 4, after passing all the 
appropriation bills. The Post-ofllce Appropria- 
tion Bill retains the amendment appropriating 
f 1,260,000 for transportation of the foreign mails. 
The General Deficiency Bill retains the amend- 
ment making an appropriation to pay the French 
spoliation claims. The Senate Meat Inspection 
Bill was passed without amendments. The bill 
for the relief at the Supreme Court, as passed, 
proyides for the appointment of an additional 
Circuit Court judge in each of the nine existing 
circuits, and creates in each circuit a court of 
appeals, to consist of three judges, of whom two 
shall constitute a quorum, and which shall be a 
court of record, with appellate jurisdiction. 
Each one of these nine courts is to have a clerk 
and a marshal with about the same powers as 
now provided for the marshal of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. The three judges 
who are to constitute this Court of Appeals in 
each circuit are to consist of the two circuit 
judges and a district judge, or a justice of the 
Supreme Court and two circuit judges. One or 
more of the district Judges within the circuit 
are to be competent to sit in the court by gen- 
* end or particular assignment. All appeals from 
the district courts hereafter are to be taken to 
this Court of Appeals, or to the United States 
Supreme Court, which will leave the existing 
circuit courts free to transact original busi- 
ness. 



The appropriations made by the Fifty-first 
Congress are as follows : — 

Agricultural $4,827,253 

Army 48,810,000 

Diplomatic and Consular . 3,967,740 

District of Colombia .... 11,372,669 

Fortifications 8,007,788 

Indian 23,389,016 

Legislative 43,064,278 

Military Academy .... 837,860 

Naval 56,6n,689 

Pensions 233,672,246 

Post-office 160,133,920 

Rivers and Harbors .... 26,136,296 

Sundry Civil 67.247,646 

Deficiency 76,617,448 

Miscellaneous 27,737,906 

Indefinite Appropriations . . . 2,236,000 

Total annual $782,166,210 

Permanent 227,116,261 

Grand Total $1,009,270,471 

The Copyright Bill was passed, the Senate 
receding from the amendment admitting the 
importation of books on payment of duty. 

The Senate rejected the Bmssel's treaty for 
the suppression of the African slave trade and 
traffic in spirits and firearms, on the ground that 
the treaty would involve interference with pri- 
vate enterprises and entangling alliances. 

The bill to prohibit pool selling in the District 
of Columbia was vetoed by the President 

Although the House disagreed to the appro- 
priation in the Agricultural Appropriation Bill 
of $160,000 for seeds for destitute persons in 
the West, and by a yea-and-nay vote struck the 
Impropriation from the bill, the engrossed act 
as signed by the President, and as it will go on 
the statute-books, contains the provision appro- 
priating the sum for seeds. The paragraph was 
inserted in the bill by an error of the engrossing 
clerks, but as the President is empowered to 
withhold any appropriation, the sum for seeds 
will not be paid this year. 

The legislation enacted in the ratification of 
various treaties heretofore concluded between 
commissioners on the part of the United States 
and the various Indian tribes will result in the 
opening up of over 8,000,000 acres of the public 
land to settlement. The aggregate cost to the 
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Grovemment of this land will be about $9,000,- 
000. About 5,000,000 acres of the laud that 
will be thus thrown open is in the vicinity of 
Oklahoma, and includes lands occupied by the 
Sacs and Foxes, the lowas, the Pottawatomies, 
the Cheyennes, the Arapahoes. The remaining 
3,000,000 acres is made up of lands heretofore 
occupied by the Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians 
in Dakota, the Coeur d*Alene in Idaho, the Crow 
Indians in Montana, and the Sioux Indians on 
the Fort Berthold reservation in Dakota. 

The number of bills and resolutions Intro- 
daced in the Fifty-first Congress exceeded by 
twenty per cent the number introduced in the 
Fiftieth Congress. Of the number introduced 
(nearly 20,000) only 2,186 are now on the statute- 
books. Altogether, only fourteen bills were 
vetoed by the President. 

Among the bills which have become laws are : 
the copyright bill; the private land court bill; 
the postal subsidy bill ; the Indian depredations 
claim bill ; the timber and pre-emption law repeal 
bill ; the customs administrative bill ; a general 
land forfeiture bill; the bill to relieve the 
Supreme Court by the establishment of inter- 
mediate circuit courts of appeal; the United 
States judges* salaries bill; the world's fair bill; 
the Wyoming and Idaho admission bills; the 
anti-lottery and anti-trust bills ; the reapportion- 
ment bill ; the immigration bill ; the bill to ratify 
agreements with various Indian tribes and to 
pay the friendly Sioux $100,000 ; to reduce the 
fees of pension agents ; to pay the French spoli- 
ation claims ; the meat inspection bill ; the bill 
to prevent the importation of adulterated food 
and drink; the live-cattle and hog inspection 
bill ; to permit sorghum sugar manufacturers to 
use alcohol without payment of tax ; to limit to 
sixty per cent of the rates charged private par- 
ties the rates the land grant railroads shall 
charge for transportation of Government troops 
and supplies; for the relief of settlers on the 
Northern Pacific Railroad indemnity lands; to 
permit the export of fermented liquors to a 
foreign country without the payment of a tax ; 
to apply the proceeds of the sales of public 
lands and the receipts from certain land grant 
railroads to the support of agricultural and 
industrial colleges; to amend the interstate 
commerce act so as to give the Commissioner 
full powers in respect to making inquiries ; pro- 
viding that applications to purchase forfeited 
railroad lane's shall begin to run from the date 
of the restoration of the lands to settlement 
and sale; to extend the time of payment for 
public lands in cases of failures of the crops ; to 
issue one thousand stands of arms to North and 
South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, and Ne- 



braska ; for the inspection of cattle steamers in 
order to secure more humane treatment of cat- 
tle; providing that the life-saving appliances 
act shall not apply to the lakes and bays of the 
United States ; to enable the postmaster-general 
to expend $10,000 to test the free delivery sys- 
tem in small towns ; to create the customs dis- 
tricts of North and South Dakota and Puget 
Sound, and for the erection, repair, or enlarge- 
ment of many public buildings. 

The Blair educational bill, the bill for the 
appointment of an alcoholic liquor commission, 
and the " eight-hour" claims bill are measures 
which were defeated on test votes ; while among 
those which, after passing one House failed of 
action in the other, are the bankruptcy bill, the 
Conger lard bill, and the army reorganization 
biU. 

The Paddock pure food bill, the Nicaragua 
Canal bill, the Pacific Railroad funding bill, and 
the interstate commerce bill (to permit limited 
pooling of earnings by railroad companies) are 
among the measures which failed to reach a 
vote in either House. 

The following are some of the Senate bills 
which failed to pass the House : To provide for 
the free coinage of silver; enlarging the rights 
of homesteaders and pre-emptors on the public 
lands ; reviving the grade of lieutenant-general 
of the army ; f er a boarding vessel at Chicago, 
and for the exploration and survey of the inte- 
rior of Alaska. 

The following House bills failed to pass the 
Senate : To transfer the revenue marine service 
to the navy ; to authorize the construction of a 
tunnel under the Detroit River at Detroit, Mich. ; 
for the relief of telegraph operators during the 
war. 

Among the measures on which neither House 
acted (except in some cases by committees) 
were the sub-treasury and farm mortgage bills; 
the service pension bill ; the Canadian recipro- 
city resolution; the bill to encourage the con- 
struction of an inter-continental railway; the 
postal savings bank and postal telegraph bills ; 
the Butler bill to aid negroes to immigrate to 
Africa ; woman suffrage and prohibition consti- 
tutional amendments; the income tax bill, and 
various other radical financial and political 
measures. 



At a meeting of Conservative members of Par- 
liament and Infiuential representatives of the Brit- 
ish colonies to-day, called to consider the trading 
relations existing between the colonies and the 
motherland, a committee was appointed for the 
purpose of organizing a free trade association. 
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JUDICIAL. 

Jud^e Pry or. in the Court of Common Pleas, 
New York, handed down an opinion in a suit 
brought by the DeWltt Wire Cloth Company 
against the New Jersey Wire Cloth Company to 
recover for goods sold and delivered. Both 
companies were members of the Wire Cloth 
Trust. The New Jersey company had deposited 
two thousand dollars with a trust company, to 
be forfeited to the other companies in the trust 
in case it should violate the trust agreement. 
It was declared to have violated the agreement, 
and the two thousand dollars was forfeited. 
The DeWitt Company received five hundred 
dollars of the forfeit money as its share. When 
later it sued the New Jersey Company, as above 
stated, that company interposed as a counter 
claim the five hundred dollars forfeit money, 
claiming that the DeWitt Company was not 
legally entitled to it. The DeWitt Company 
challenged the validity of the counter claim in a 
demurrer. 

In his opinion sustaining this demurrer. Judge 
Pryor says : — 

" The declared purpose of the agreement is to en- 
able the association, as between its members, to 
regulate the price of the commodity in which they 
deal, and this result is accomplished by empowering 
the association to fix a price and by binding its 
members under a penalty not to sell below the sum 
so prescribed. Since all the members are to sell for 
the same price, of course competition between them 
is impossible, and, having power to fix the price, 
they will be impelled by the irresistible operation 
of self-interest to raise that price to the highest 
attainable figure. Here, then, is an agreement of 
which the inevitable effect is, in conformity with 
its proclaimed design, to restrict competition in 
trade and to arbitrarily enchance the price of a 
commodity of commerce. That such a contract is 
is repugnant to public policy, and so unlawful, is a 
settled principle in the jurisprudence of this coun- 
try. The people have a right to the necessaries and 
conveniences of life at a price determined by the 
relation of supply and demand, and the law forbids 
any agreement or combination whereby that price is 
removed beyond the salutary influence of legitimate 
competition. 

" By the overwhelming, if not uniform, current 
of authority the agreement under criticism is con- 
demned as contrary to public policy and as illegal. 
Nor is the operation of the rule forbidding con- 
tracts, restricting competition, and enchancing 
price limited to trade in the neceasaries of life, but, 
as appears from the cases cited, extends equally to 
all commodities of commerce. Neither need the 
agreement or combination, in order to expose it to 
the denunciation of the law, constitute a complete 
monopoly or effect a total suppression of competi- 
tion, but the language of courts and of writers is 
that if the agreement or combination tends to 



monopoly, or to reduce or lesson competition, it is 
contrary to public policy and unlawful, because 
operating pro tarUo an artificial enchancement of 
price. 

" It results, therefore, that as defendant's counter 
claim demands the repayment of money received by 
plaintiff upon an illegal agreement, the Court will 
not interpose for its restriction.** 



The Supreme Court of Missouri has just made 
a decision of considerable political interest. 
Patrick O'Malley and J. J. O'Neill were candi- 
dates last fall for the Democratic nomination for 
Congressman from the £ighth District. Both 
claimed that they had been nominated at the 
nominating primary. O'Malley's claim was evi- 
dently not regarded as well founded, for the 
Secretary of State denied his application for a 
certificate of nomination under the State Elec- 
tion law. Meanwhile the State Democratic 
Central Committee determined to settle the dis- 
pute. They directed that another primary should 
be held, both contestants agreeing to submit to ^ 
its decision. O'Neill got the nomination and was 
elected. O'Malley applied to the Supreme Court 
for a writ of peremptory mandamus to compel 
the Secretary of State to give him a certificate 
of nomination. His chief ground was that the 
Democratic Central Committee had no author- 
ity to interfere in the affair. The Court has 
denied the writ, and holds that, as a State 
Central Committee is accepted as the executive 
machinery of a political party, its decision must 
be regarded as conclusive. Both parties to the 
contest, having agreed to accept the decision of 
the Democratic Central Committee, are estopped 
from appealing to the courts against that 
decision. 



An interesting question in connection with pro- 
hibition is to be brought to a judicial test in 
Iowa. The United States Government, in the 
administration of the Internal Revenue law, 
grants a permit for the sale of liquor, in return 
for the tax which it collects. In so doing, it pays 
no heed to the policy of States, but it is much 
more watchful than State authorities in seeing 
that liquor is not sold without its permit and the 
payment of the tax. Liquor sellers in Maine and 
Iowa, where their traffic is prohibited by State 
laws, get certificates from the United States In- 
ternal revenue officers permitting them to sell in 
return for the payment of the prescribed tax. 
Of course, this is permission only so far as the 
Government has authority to grant It, and may 
convey no privilege and afford no protection te 
the holder. That is the question which an Iowa 
dealer who is under prosecution proposes to test 
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He has obtained a writ transferring the case 
under in jnnction proceedings to the United States 
Court. 

In the case of The Qeorgia Railroad Company 
V. Dougherty, it appeared that the appellee pur- 
chased at night from the agent of the railroad 
company a ticket for passage over its road to 
Atlanta, paying for the same. When called upon 
she presented this ticket to the conductor, but it 
appearing to be for passage to Asheville, N. C, 
ke declined to allow her to proceed. She stated 
to him the circumstances under which she 
bought the ticket, and the fact that her trunk 
had been checked to Atlanta on it (which he 
subsequently ascertained for himself), and that 
she had no money with which to pay fare ; but 
he ejected her from the train at a station where 
there were no accommodations, and from which 
she had to walk about two miles to secure a 
place to lodge. The court, in sustaining a ver- 
dict in favor of the appellee, held that, haying 
applied for a proper ticket, she was entitled to 
rely upon the one delivered by the agent as the 
proper one without examining it, there being no 
intervening circumstances requiring her to do so. 



In a case against a railroad company for 
damages from the flooding of lands by an open- 
ing made through the roadbed of a passing rail- 
road contrary to an act of Legislature, the New 
Jersey Supreme Court held that the partial 
removal of the roadbed was not actionable, and 
that the law forbidding the cutting through 
such roadbed was void, as the Legislature can- 
not circumscribe the right of the land-owner in 
the legal use of his own property. 



A point of banking law was recently raised be- 
fore a New York judge. A depositor had sent 
the sum of $588 to the North River Bank on the 
day of that institution's failure, instructing his 
messenger to inquire of Fres. G^dney whether 
the bank was sound, and to deposit or not de- 
posit the money according to the answer he re- 
ceived. Rumors of an impending crisis in the 
bank's afDiirs were at that time in circulation. 
The president assured the depositor that the 
money might safely be left, and it was. A few 
hours later the failure was announced. Now, the 
Court decides that the depositor is entitled to re- 
ceive the whole amount of his deposit with inter- 
est, and that the president ought to have warned 
him of the approaching trouble. 



In the United States Circuit Court at Keokuk, 
la., an opinion was handed down in the case 
pf the United States v. The Keokuk and HamU- 



ton Bridge Company. In the petition it was 
alleged that the Secretary of War, having reason 
to believe the Keokuk and Hamilton bridge was 
an obstruction to the free navigation of the 
river by reason of its location, gave due and 
legal notice to the company to alter the bridge so 
as to render navigation through and under it free 
and unobstructed. Judge Shiras decides in 
favor of the bridge company, holding that Con- 
gress can't, without abdicating its paramount 
and conclusive authority in the regulation of the 
commercial highways of the country, confer 
upon the Secretary of War the right to declare 
that bridges lawfully erected are obstructions to 
free navigation, and must be remodelled or 
removed. 



The federal Supreme Court has made an impor- 
tant change in its rules, the effect of which is to 
compel the docketing of each case brought before 
It within thirty days from the time the appeal is 
taken from the decision of the lower court. All 
appeals, writs of error, and citations must be 
made returnable to the Supreme Court by the 
lower courts within this period of thirty days, 
unless for some goo4 reason a special order Is 
made In any case. This change in the rules Is of 
equal force whether the court is in session or in 
vacation, and unless cases, with the recerds, are 
docketed within the prescribed period of thir^ 
days they will be dismissed. 



The Michigan Supreme Court has declared the 
law fixing railroad fare at two cents per mile 
constitutional. 



INDUSTRIAL. 
At the conference of the different labor and 
farmers' organizations recently held in Washing- 
ton, the delegates have decided to form a con- 
federation of State organizations, and have 
adopted a common platform, which presents the 
following demands : — 

*' 1. The abolition of national banks as banks of 
issue, and as a snbstitnte for national bank-notes, 
we demand that lefal Treasury notes be isinied in 
sufficient volume to transact the bosiness of the 
country without damage or especial advantage to 
any class or calling, such notes to be legal tender in 
payment of all debts public and private, and such 
notes when demanded by farmers shall be loaned 
to them at not more than two per cent per annum 
upon non-perishable products, as Indicated in the 
sub-treasury plan, aud also upon real estate, with 
proper limitation upon the quantity of land and 
amount of money. 

** 2. A free and unlimited coinage of silver. 

" 3. The passage of laws prohibiting alien owner- 
ship of land, and that Congress take prompt acti<W 
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to devise some plan to obtain all lands now owned 
by aliens and foreign syndicates, and that all lands 
held by railroads and other corporations in excess of 
such as is actually used and needed by them be re- 
olaimed by the Groyemment and held for actual 
settlers only. 

** 4. Taxation, national, State, or municipal, shall 
not be used to build up one interest or class at the 
expense of another. 

'*5. All revenues shall be limited to the neces- 
sary expenses of the Gk)vemment. 

"6. A just and equitable system of graduated 
tax on incomes. 

'* 7. The most rigid, honest, and just and na^ 
tional control and supervision of the means of pub- 
lic communication and tranportation, and if this 
control and supervision does not remove the abuses 
now existing, we demand the Grovemment owner- 
ship of such means of communication and transpor- 
tion. 

" 8. That the Congress of the United States sub- 
mit an amendment to the Constitution providing 
for the election of United States Senators by the 
direct vote of the people of each State; also the 
President and Vice-President by a popular vote. 

" 9. That in each State a system shall be pro- 
vided and faithfully executed that will insure an 
honest and accurate registration of all voters, a free, 
fair, secret, and official ballot, and an honest, public 
count, and that each State Legislature shall make 
it a felony for any improper interference with the 
exercise of the registration, ballot, or count." 



The Chicago Trades Assembly, representing 
47,000 workmen, one of whose members was 
given a seat in the World's Fair directory in 
recognitioQ of the $300,000 subscribed by work- 
men to the Gnarantee Fund of the fair, is Indig- 
nant at the directory's indicated intention of 
refusing to recognize Union labor on the works 
of the fair. The following resolution was 
adopted at a meeting : 

'' Resolved, That we, as union men, protest 
against this treacherous action of the Directors of 
the World's Columbian Exposition, and unless im- 
mediate action is taken by that body to redeem their 
implied pledges given in regard to Union labor, 
that we shall deem it our duty to oppose in every 
way any further legislation, either Municipal, State 
or National, in favor of said World's Columbian 
Exposition ; and we hereby recommend all working- 
men who have subscribed for said stock to decline 
to pay any further assessments until proper assur- 
ances are given by the Directors that said implied 
pledges will be kept. 

"Resolved, That unless satisfactory assurances 
are given by the Directors, that their indicated 
action will be changed, we shall deem it our duty to 
ask the co-operation of every body of organized labor 
throughout the country to assist us in making our 
protest emphatic." 



In New Jersey a co-operative town is to be 
built and called Oraceland. The work is going 
on rapidly, contracts for a complete system of 
water works and asphalt drives and walks hav- 
ing been already given out. It has been known 
for some time that an experiment was- contem- 
plated in the vicinity of New York on a sort of 
modification of Edward Bellamy's principles. 

Wliile the plan of management of this new 
settlement is not by any means an exact copy of 
Bellamy's principles, its projector has taken 
many hints from '* Looking Backward," for in 
Graceland there will be the proverbial co-opera- 
tive store, opera-house, public library, water 
works, roads, and all other Institutions, on the 
plan suggested by Bellamy and other advocates 
of co-operation. Speculation will be discour- 
aged as much as possible, the management hav- 
ing declared that no one shall be allowed to 
purchase any of the building lots for specula- 
tive purposes, and every one one who buys must 
build at once or forfeit his claim to land in the 
settlement. The plans for the opera-house pro- 
vide for an elaborate two-story building, the 
ground floor of which will be occupied by the 
co-operative store. These institutions will be 
managed by a committee selected by the settlers, 
and no profits will be allowed above the cost of 
management. Accordingly, it is argued there 
will be no greedy managers and ticket specu- 
lators to harass and annoy the theatre-going 
public. 

An attempt is being made to keep the settle- 
ment as exclusive as possible, by a rule wliich 
provides that no residence shall be erected at a 
cost of less than $1,500, while the houses erected 
on the principal avenue must cost at least $3,000. 
Then there is a system of sick benefits for the 
members of the settlement who may be in finan- 
cial distress, and in case of a member's death 
his family will be given a receipt in full for the 
amount of his indebtedness. This will, of 
course, make it necessasy to rule out invalids. 
The projector says that the settlement is to be 
founded and carried on on the principle that 
landlordism should be abolished, as it is a men- 
ace to the happiness and high development of 
the human race. 



It is believed by the carpenters of Boston and 
vicinity that in order to succeed in establishing 
the eight-hour day during 1891 they must have 
the support of every workman directly con- 
nected with the building trade. A conference 
of the difibrent branches of the trade will be 
held to adjust matters and decide upon the terms 
of support. 
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The Railway Employees' Club, of Minnesota, 
has presented a memorial to the Committee on 
Railroads of the Lower House In the Legislature 
asking for the rejection of the bill enlarging the 
powers of the Railroad Commissioners. The 
memorial says : — 

" The Currier Bill makes it the duty of the Rail- 
way Commission, within sixty days, to fix the rates 
for the roads In this State ; in other words, they are 
arbitrarily to say how much each company shall 
earn ; they are to say how much each company shall 
have to pay wages with. That means that the 
bread and butter of every railroad man depends 
upon what three politicians, — meeting in a room in 
the Capitol, — who know nothing about the business, 
shall say. Is that fair treatment to 19,000 as good 
men as there are in this State or in any other State, 
who earn their living by their labor ? Is that fair to 
the families depending on them? 

*'How has the Iowa law affected the railway 
employees of that State ? It has reduced the num- 
ber of men employed from 30,236 to 24,622, and the 
wages paid them from $15,619,417.16 to $14,212,590- 
.27. Over 5,000 men have lost their jobs. It is safe 
to say that their families amount to 15,000 more 
people, who have lost their dependence for support. 
The solid business men of the State, farmers, manu- 
facturers, merchants, are opposed to the law, as we 
believe. It has stopped all railroad building in the 
State; there was only one mile built in Iowa in 
1890, as we are told. It has helped one set of poli- 
ticians turn out another set. What do they care 
whether men get good wag^ for good work or not ? " 



The Central Labor Union of Chicago has pre- 
sented the following demands to the directory 
of the World's Fair Committee : — 

"1. The employment of union labor as far as 
possible. 

2. Eight hours. 

3. Preference g^ven to local residents and 
American citizens. 

4. A minimum rate of wages of $1.50 per day 
of eight hours for unskilled, unorganized labor. 

5. The establishment of a system of arbitration 
to include all cases of disputes between employers 
and employees." 



There Is a lockout In all the planing mills of 
Indianapolis, Ind., on account of the refusal of 
the employers to grant an increase of twenty- 
five per cent in wages demanded by the workmen. 



The extensive railroad shops of the New 
York, Lake Erie & Western Railroad In Sus- 
quehanna have been placed on eight hours* time. 



At a meeting of the Pavers* Union of Boston, 
it was voted to send the following notice to all 
contractor pavers and corporations: **That 
nine hours shall constitute a day's work, with 



eight on Saturdays, and that for overtime and 
Sundays men shall be paid time and one half." 
It was decided to make these demands on April 1. 



A nine-hour work-day and $3 per day for floor- 
men and $4 for firemen Is what the Journeymen 
Horseshoers of Boston and vicinity demand of 
their employers. The master horseshoers are 
In favor of granting the request, and of forming 
an association for the purpose of advancing the 
price of setting shoes. 



The granite-cutters, tool-sharpeners, and 
quarrymen of Concord and West Concord, N. 
H., have given notice that they expect manufac- 
turers to adopt a new bill of prices shortly. 



The labor troubles In Great Britain and the de- 
mand for labor legislation have led Parliament to 
order a labor commission to whom shall be com- 
mitted the task of devising a settlement of the 
Industrial difficulties. The causes and remedies 
for strikes will be considered, as well as agri- 
cultural Interests. 



The Labor Council of the port of London Is 
considering the expediency of ordering a gen- 
eral strike In response to the manifesto Issued 
against the dockers by the Shipping Federation. 



The police of Berlin, Germany, have entered 
upon a conflict with their superiors. Under- 
payment Is at the bottom of the trouble. The 
policeman receives from thirty to thlrty-flve 
marks per month, aside from his clothes. He 
pays eighteen marks per year Into the pension 
fund. The pensions these men receive after 
ten, twenty, or thirty years of service are 108, 
147, and 215 marks per annum respectively. 
Recently the Police President decreed that pen- 
sioners who are still able to perform any kind 
of remunerative work will hereafter be excluded 
from the benefit as long as their ability te earn a 
penny lasts. The overburdening of the fund is 
given as the reason for this arbitrary decree, 
which came like a thanderbolt on the heads of 
the poor men who now for the first time learn 
that they have been paying half their lifetime 
Into a fund the control of which is entirely at 
the discretion of their chief ofi^cer, who manages 
It after regulations laid down In the year 1848. 
Long and demonstrative petitions have been 
drawn up by the victims of red-tape protesting 
against the proposed forstalllng of their pen- 
sions, and a mass- meeting is to be held if the 
Chief of Police gives his consent. If this falls 
to bring about the recall of the order an appeal 
will be made to the Emperor. 
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IN GENERAL. 

At the final session of the National Council of 
Women, at Washington, resolutions were 
adopted as follows : — 

That the National Council of Women of the 
United States send a memorial to the clergymen of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, asking, inasmuch 
as 62 per cent of the memhership of that denomina- 
tion has already, by formal ballot, expressed a desire 
that women be admitted to the general conference, 
that the clergy shall, in accordance with the \vill 
of the laity, grant the admission of women to that 
body. 

That the council ask that women be placed on tlie 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, and on all commit- 
tees appointed in the various churches for the revi- 
sion of their creeds. 

That the council urge upon the National Reform 
Divorce League the eminent fitness and consequent 
obligation of placing women on its board. 

That the National Council of Women shall pre- 
sent to the proper authorities a formal request that 
in all departments of its service the Government 
shall pay its employes equal wages for equal work, 
and that, both in engaging and promoting its em- 
ployees, it shall consider efliciency and not sex, and 
thus set a standard for the country. 

That the general officers shall appoint a commit- 
tee of women, whose duty it shall be to report 
within a year suggestions for a business costume for 
women which shall meet demands of health, com- 
fort, and good taste. 

That the council approves the movement for pre- 
venting the slaughter of birds for the sole purpose of 
ornamentation. 



policy of Scandinavia. The government opposed 
the demand on the ground that It would tend to 
the dissloution of the union with Sweden. 



Before the Society of Medical Jurisprudence 
Judge McAdam, of New York, stated recently 
that out of 17,000 alleged insane patients in that 
State not over 1,000 had been sent to insane 
asylums through a properly constituted court, 
with a competent jury to decide upon their 
sanity. 

Farmers* Leagues are being organized in Con- 
necticut for the purpose of obtaining a balance 
of political power. Each member is pledged to 
do all in his power to advance the Leagues* 
Interests in politics. 



In the Canadian elections the Tories have won 
by reduced majorities. In the new House of 
Commons they will have a majority from twenty 
to twenty-six less than in the last House. 



The Norwegian Cabinet has resigned, the 
Storthing having adopted by a vote of 59 to 55 a 
Liberal motion censuring the diplomatic arrange- 
ments of the government. The Liberals demanded 
greater independence for Norway in the foreign 



The Holy Synod of Russia has sent an address 
to Queen Victoria which is a paraphrase of the 
memorial of the Lord Mayor of London to the 
Czar on the subject of the persecution of the 
Jews, except that for Jews the Roman Catholics 
of England and Ireland are substituted. The 
Queen is begged by the Russian Synod to^ remove 
the yoke of exceptional and restrictive laws 
which oppresses her Catholic subjects, ** making 
them a pariah caste, degraded as if an accursed 
race.** As the Lord Mayor said of the Russian 
Jews, these Catholics are described as serving 
in certain regiments beyond their due propor- 
tion, and yet forbidden the liberty of striving 
for the loftiest civil places. Russia is held up 
to England, as England was held up to Russia, as 
an example of religious toleration. " We who 
have learned to tolerate all creeds,'* says the 
address, *• beseech your Majesty to order the 
repeal of those laws that afflict the Catholics,*' 
"the representatives of a creed which is the 
mother of our religion and yours.** 



Three casual paupers charged at Bishop 
Stortf ord*8 the other day with refusing to pick 
oakum made the following defence. Three 
paupers, understand, — not three murderers, or 
three burglars, or three forgers, or three wife- 
beaters, — but three men whose only ofibnce is 
that they are without visible means of subsist- 
ence : ** The prisoners, in defence, said the 
oakum cages were in a field, on bare ground. 
They were exposed to the weather, and a human 
being would die if placed there twenty-four 
hours. It was snowing, and they refused to go 
Into the cages, but offered to break stones. The 
lions in Wombwell's Menagerie were better 
housed. They could not sit down except on the 
bare earth, and they asked the magistrate to 
condemn the cages.'* Nevertheless, the magis- 
trate came to the conclusion that '' he could not 
interfere," and the men were awarded seven 
days* imprisonment. In the course of the case 
it was stated that the ' cages * in question had 
been ' passed' by the Government Inspector.** — 
London Truth, 



During the eviction of the families of the 
striking coal-miners from the houses on the 
estates in the coal district near Durham, Ireland, 
a furious fight took place. In which the police 
used their batons freely, and the strikers sticks 
and stones. Many persons were injured on both 
sides. 
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TO-DAY, MARCH 12, 1891. 

A record qf the facts and consideraHon$ which 
ihoto that Individual Liberty is good/or the people of 
the United States^ and that, ther^ore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 

J. Mobrisom.Fdllbb, Waltkb C. Bo8k» Editors. 

The Boston Journal is authority for the state- 
ment that of three hundred and twenty-two bills 
for the erection of public buildings introduced 
into the. last Congress only eighty-nine became 
laws. It is not always safe to rely implicitly 
upon the statements of the Journal, but we hope 
this one may be accurate, because in that case it 
can be said that in one matter at any rate the 
Fifty-first Congress did not do nearly so badly as 
it might haye done. 

The appropriations made by the Congress 
just adjourned are estimated at a thousand mil- 
lion dollars, or sixteen dollars for each man, 
woman, and child in the country. It is not sur- 
prising that a beggarly surplus of a hundred 
millions could not suffice for such a Congress and 
that there will probably be a deficit to be made 
up by further taxation. This country may con- 
fidently look forward to occupying the proud 
position of the most highly-taxed country in the 
world — and the one, it may be added, whose 
public revenue is expended in the most rascally 
manner. 

A thousand millions does not by any means 
represent the cost of the Fifty-first Congress to 
the country. In the first place, many of the 
appropriations run for a term of years, like the 
increase in the pensions; in the second place, 
the injury done to the economic interests of the 
country by the bad laws passed must be taken 
into consideration. There is no means of esti- 
mating the amount of this injury, but it would 
have to be placed at much more than a thousand 
millions. Then one might reckon the moral cor- 
ruption produced upon the nation by the spec- 
tacle of such a body of men holding positions of 
honor and trust and giving laws and administer- 
ing the public funds. Altogether, reckoning only 
the palpable ^d indisputable cost, a thousand 
millions seems a high price to pay for the per- 
formances of such a Congress. 



Elsewhere in this issue we record 
or m two anti-trust decisions. For many 
Daty? years, in fact, the courts have out- 
lawed trusts by refusing to enforce their agree- 



ments, holding them to be in restraint of trade 
and legitimate competition. " It is a settled prin- 
ciple in the jurisprudence of this country,** says a 
New York judge, that contracts whose effect is to 
restrict competition and enhance prices are '* re- 
pugnant to public policy, and so unlawful." The 
people, he declares, have a right to the commod- 
ities they consume at a price determined by 
supply and demand, and the law forbids combina- 
tions removing prices beyond the influence of 
competition. Of course, if the law forbids such 
combinations, it forbids them, and that settles 
it. With the justice of the law itself the judges 
are not concerned ; but the people are, and for 
them it is really high time to reflect upon the 
ineffable absurdity of such a law. Were it not 
for the nonsensical agitations of Socialists and 
other protectionists agidnst all kinds of private 
combinations and associations, it could not but be 
conceded that competition is a right, not a duty, 
and that the man who is allowed to put his own 
price upon his article must also be allowed to act 
in combination with other men owning similar 
articles. That which one person may legitimately 
do cannot be illegitimate when done by many. 
The essential character of an act is not affected by 
the number of agents co-operating in its accom- 
plishment Men may certainly combine for pur- 
poses which individually they have the right to 
pursue. Suppose that a man who sells a given 
commodity at a given price becomes aware of the 
existence of a competitor in his neighborhood ; 
suppose, further, that the competitor sells simi- 
lar articles at the same prices as he: is he 
obliged to raise or lower his prices, — that is, 
compete with the other ? May he not rightfully 
continue to sell at his old price ? If so, can he 
be debarred from making an agreement with his 
competitor to sell at a certain prices ? The simple 
truth is that the hue and cry against trusts is 
wholly irrational, and that the talk about the 
rights of the people in this relation is sickening 
cant, whether indulged in by judges on the bench 
or Nationalists on street comers. 

Nothing can tend so powerfully to establish the 
principle that competition is a right, and not a 
duty, as the determination of the enemies of 
trusts to be consistent and logical. Referring to 
the necessity of anti-trust legislation, the New 
York Times said recently : — 

** Commonly the suits have been brought by the 
Trust organization to restrain a member from vio- 
lating the compact. The litigation has been the 
result of a quarrel in the ring ; the people have not 
appeared as prosecutors. . . . The attitude of the 
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ooorts toward such agreements has been revealed 
only when the trusts tbemselyes, or members of 
them» have asked for a decision. If the people must 
wait for the trust combinations to take their con- 
tracts into court, they can expect no substantial 
relief, for only under exceptional conditions will 
trust makers ask the courts for aid. 

" But if the rule set forth in all these decisions is 
a sound one, — if such agreements are contrary to 
public policy, and so injurious to the public that the 
courts must denounce them and refuse to sustain 
them, — surely the people who suffer by reason of 
such contracts should be enabled in some way to 
proceed against them in the courts, and to prevent 
the harmful maintenance of them by the enforce- 
ment of some statute.'* 

This position is certaioly a sound one. If 
trusts are criminal conspiracies, the people should 
be afforded an opportunity to make a direct 
attack upon them. The friends of liberty may 
congratulate themselves over the demand for 
specific legislation against trusts, for only in this 
effort to define the status of trusts precisely and 
consistently is to be discerned the possibility of 
vindicating the fundamental truth, if not the self- 
evident maxim, that wHatever is lawful when 
done by one person is not an offence when 
undertaken by a combination of several. 



The Canadian elections just 
Tn ^^^ concluded have excited more in- 
terest in this country than such 
elections usually excite, because it was thought 
that on the result depended in some measure the 
chance of a reciprocity treaty between that 
country and the United States. The party sup- 
posed to be averse to such a treaty carried the 
day; so that trade between the two countries 
will probably continue to be obstructed. 

The arguments used in the campaign were of 
much the same character as we are accustomed 
to in political campaigns here — that is, were not 
properly arguments at all. The only considera- 
tion of any real weight against reciprocity was 
advanced by the London Economist. As Canada 
has a so-called protective tariff a little more than 
half as high as ours, it might be thought that 
the would be conceding less to admit our goods 
free than we should to admit hers. But the 
goods which she sends to us pay an exceptionally 
low rate of duty. At present the Canadian 
government derives about $7,000,000 revenue 
from imports from the United States. This 
revenue would, of course, cease under the treaty, 
and would have to be made up by increasing 
other taxes. The treaty, with the extension of 



trade which it would permit, would still be an 
advantage to Canada, however, if her inhabitants 
could buy goods from us for the present price 
minus the duty. But as her tariff would exclude 
the goods from other nations which would other- 
wise compete with ours in her markets, the 
effect would probably be that the $7,000,000 now 
collected by the Canadian government upon 
imports from this country would be collected by 
American manufacuturers. It is not likely that 
we should sell goods to Canada any cheaper 
than we were obliged to, treaty tor no treaty. If 
the duties now collected upon the goods we send 
there were removed, we could afford to land 
goods there for less than we can now ; but there 
would be no temptation to do so. As the duties 
would be retained upon the same goods coming 
from other nations, we could keep prices up to 
where they are now, and pocket the amount now 
raised in duties. Here is a sound argument 
against a reciprocity treaty between Canada and 
this country, from the Canadian point of view. 
It is not likely that the former would wish to pro- 
tect American manufacturers. It is not likely, 
however, that this argument had a tenth as much 
influence in determining the result of the elec- 
tions as the appeals to ignorance and religious 
and national prejudices made by the Con- 
servatives. 



Many years ago, when Mr. 

'^pSiltfaa* Gladstone was becoming promi- 
Prosrett? Qent as " the rising hope of 
those stern and unbending Tories who follow, re- 
luctantly and mutinously, a leader whose experi- 
ence and eloquence are indispensable to them, but 
whose cautious temper and moderate opinions 
they abhor," he published a work entitled " The 
State in its Relations with the Church." In this 
book he maintained that ** Government occupies in 
moral the place of rb rav in physical science," and 
that therefore the state should establish a church 
and teach religion. In reviewing the work, Lord 
Macaulay said : — 

** If government be indeed rb var in moral science 
we do not understand why rulers should not assume 
all the functions which Plato assigned to them. 
Why should they not take away the child from the 
mother, select the nurse, regulate the school, over- 
look the playground, fix the hours of labour and of 
recreation, prescribe what ballads shall be sung, 
what tunes shall be played, what books shall be 
read, what physic shall be swallowed ? Why should 
they not choose our wives, limit our expenses, and 
stint us to a certain number of dishes of meat, of 
glasses of wine, and of cups of tea? " 
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More than fifty years have elapsed since these 
words were written, and England has made 
great progress towards confiding to her rulers 
those functions which Macaulay thought so 
absurd. It is not an uncommon thing for a child 
to be taken away from its parents if they do not 
treat it as certain State ofiicials think they ought 
to. The greater number of schools have been 
taken wholly in charge, and the rest are in- 
spected and regulated. The hours of labor and 
recreation, especially for women and children, 
have been prescribed to a great extent. A man 
was recently ordered to enter recognizance in 
two pounds to keep the peace, the only crime 
alleged being the singing of a certain song. A 
kind of censorship of the press exists. While 
compulsory vaccination is not exactly the same 
as prescribing what physic shall be swallowed, 
the principle is the same. The State never has 
appointed officers to choose wives for citizens, 
but there is a large number who would like to 
see many men forbidden to have any wife at all ; 
and a still larger number wish to prevent abso- 
lutely the drinking of wine. The ideas of Plato 
seem in a fair way to triumph — all except one. 
He thought that wise men ought to be selected as 
rulers, and he knew that there was no chance of 
this as long as they were chosen by the common 
people. Macaulay was not ignorant of history. 
He knew that many of the things he regarded as 
absurd had been tried by governments. But he 
knew, further, that the result of the govern- 
ments' doing those things had been evil. The 
contrast between him and those who wish to 
extend State action is that most of them are 
ignorant of history, and the rest do not know 
that the result of the measures they advocate has 
been evil whenever they have been tried. Their 
minds are so filled with the fact that at such a 
time a certain law was passed with such and 
such ceremonies that there is no room left for 
the consideration, whether the results of the law 
were good or bad. 



. . , ^. The recent collision in the New 
liCgltlaitlotk 

and York tunnel has directed public 

"*** *** attention to the legislation against 
stoves in passenger cars. The indignation 
over the failure of the New Haven Company 
to remove the stoves and substitute steam heat is 
as boundless as it is universal. It appears that 
but a few days before the New York wreck the 
railroad commbsioners of Massachusetts sub- 
mitted a report to the Legislature in which 



they declared that, " in the present development 
of train-heating systems there would be no excuse 
for the management of a railroad on which there 
should be any loss of life by fire started by 
individual heaters." The loss of life having 
occurred, the public indignation is great. But, 
as is commonly the case, the good people are slow 
in learning the real lesson of the deplorable 
accident. The New Haven Register unfolds this 
interesting tale : — 

" For years the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad has been conspicuously opposed to the sub- 
stitution of steam for car stoves. Every excuse that 
an elastic imagination is capable of making has 
been made to delay a peremptory order to make the 
change. The heater (stove) has been declared the 
only safe means of heating cars, all other methods 
being condemned as imperfect and unsatisfactory. 
Bills have been introduced in every Legislature for 
years prohibiting the use of car stoves by railroads 
in this State, but in every instance the magic of 
railroad influence has succeeded in strangling them 
at their birth. Occasionally an aroused public senti- 
ment, the outcome of a timely accident and holocaust 
elsewhere, has required the use of extra influence, 
but, unless we are mistaken, no one of these bills 
ever succeeded in finding its way from the com- 
mittee room into either House. They have all died 
a-boming, and a community not very vigilant in 
watching legislation has soon forgotten that the 
effort was ever made. 

" A stringent law was passed a few years ago in 
New York State, but thus far the consolidated 
road has succeeded in escaping its enforcement. 
It has attacked it in every court up to the highest, 
and has been as persistently defeated. It is now, we 
believe, straining every nerve to secure from the 
General Assembly of that State an exemption from 
its operation on some one or more of the many 
plausible arguments successfully made in the com- 
mittee-rooms of our own State Legislature." 

The Register does not believe that the com- 
pany will succeed in its object, for "general 
attention having been drawn to the fact that it is 
evading a law . . . public opinion is sure to 
assert itself." In other words, while legislation 
against stove heating has proved futile, public 
indignation, aroused by "timely" catastrophes 
and wrecks, has brought about certain improve- 
ments, and is expected to be productive of further 
improvements. But, then, what is the use of 
legislation ? If nothing can be done without the 
aid of " timely accidents," why appeal to the 
legislators at all ? It ought to be easy for those 
who admit that legislation has not prevented cat- 
astrophes to see the folly of depending on legisla- 
tion, even though they may not see — what, never- 
theless, is true and manifest — that between legis- 
lation against stoves, and fires from them, there is 
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a relation of cause and effect. Did not the peo- 
ple trust to legislation so much they would watch 
the policy of railroad companies, and compel 
them to adopt all necessary precautions. They 
would not need to be aroused by actual disasters ; 
the possibility of disaster would make them 
viligant and careful in dispensing their custom, 
and under such conditions no railroad could 
afford to display indifference to public safety.. 
The consciousness that legislators are regulating 
the matter removes anxiety and occasions a feel- 
ing of unconcern and a sense of security, — with 
what results, we know. The more legislation, 
the more catastrophes. Will the public ever dis- 
cover that it is imperative to put an end to legis- 
lation against catastrophes ? The wages of the 
public's sins of omission is disaster and death. 



8tat« School- ^^n« o^ *^e imaginary problems 

^ooIl; that legislators of various states are 
constantly trying to solve is how best to procure 
school-books for the children of their states 
at an extremely low price. The same men who 
will pay ten or twenty cents for a cigar, without 
a murmur, will look at their children's books, and 
declare that the price thereof gives some one a 
monstrous profit. 

For example, Mr. Solon, of Masonburg, 
observes that his son's geography cost one dollar 
and ten cents. " Extortion ! " be exclaims, and 
proceeds to examine its contents. The only por- 
tion of the earth's surface tliat he knows much 
about is Masonburg and vicinity. This geogra- 
phy does not mention the town, and is pronounced 
inaccurate as well as expensive, and he forthwith 
declares war on the publishers. 

Arrived at the State capital, he finds the same 
vague notion of reform prevailing among his fel- 
low-legislators. At the State's expense* they 
spend days, perhaps weeks, framing bills to 
regulate an industry they know noticing about 
All enterprising publishers have their agents on 
the ground to protect as far as possible their 
interests. Like all mankind, school-book pub- 
lishers prefer to run their own business and 
object to State interference. 

The common result is that a conciliatory 
measure is passed that does no great amount of 
good or harm, and allows Mr. Solon to return to 
his constituents with a replenished purse or a 
proud consciousness of having done a great good 
to Masonburg, and the rest of the State. 

fiut some states have not fared so well, — nota- 
bly California. A few years ago, the school-book 



mania attacked its legislators with dire results. 
(In the light of subsequent events, it has tran- 
spired that the disease originated with the State 
printer, who had an eye on the State treasury. 
But that is neither here nor there). A bitter fight 
ensued. Tradition has it that one of the best 
agents whoever labored in the cause of education 
lost his life from overexertion in that campaign. 
The legislators carried the day, and it was deter- 
mined that California should try its hand at pub- 
lishing school-books for its children. The com- 
mittee appointed to take the matter in charge, 
after advising with the State printer, asked for an 
appropriation of $40,000 to establish the business. 
This seemed modest, and was allowed ; but, mind 
you, the gross annual sales of common school- 
books in the entire state had not exceeded 
$60,000 in any previous year. 

It was soon learned that much more money 
would be needed to conduct such a business. 
The Legislature appropriated in 1885 $170,000, 
and in 1887 $197,500 more, and in 1889 $80,800, 
making a sum total of $488,300. Fully $250,000 
worth of books in use had to be discarded at a 
total loss to make way for these State books, 
thereby swelling the amount still further. 

From these figures, even a Nationalist can un- 
derstand that the citizens of California were not 
gainers in the operation. Indeed, the annual 
interest on the sum expended in these first years of 
the experiment would go a long way toward sup- 
plying every child in the State with requisite 
books. Financially, then, the 3tate of California 
has proven itself a failure in the publishing busi- 
ness. How about the quality of the books it has 
produced ? 

At the Biennial Convention of School Superin- 
tendents, which met last December in Sacra- 
mento, the text-book committee reported that : — 

*It Is the sense of your committee that the 
State series of text-books, with the exception 
of the Language Lessons and Elementary (Geog- 
raphy, Is in no way adapted to the needs of the 
public schools of the State, and is working an 
irreparable injury to our public-school system. 
That we believe that the California State series 
is Inferior to any other series of text-books now 
in existence. And we believe that to this series 
Is due entirely the present overcrowded cotirse 
of studies, and we earnestly recommend that 
immediate action be taken to revise the whole 
series, the books mentioned excepted." 

This report, but slightly modified, was adopted, 
and evidences what a large body of the teachers 
of California think of the State books. The 
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State Superintendent, in a recent letter, testifies 
also against the books, saying in conclusion that 
he ''would not advise any other state to enter 
upon the publication of school-books.'' As these 
opinions ought to be considered reliable, we are 
doubtless safe in concluding that the California 
books are of poor quality as well as expensive. 

California is the only state, as far as we know, 
that has made an attempt of just this character. 
Other states have tried to meddle with the busi- 
ness in one way or another, and with poor, 
though perhaps not quite so inglorious, results. 
Of these later. 



LAWMAKING AND LAWMBDDLINO. 

The report of the National Divorce Be- 
form League for 1890 furnishes instructive 
reading. The league has always thrown its 
influence against legislation based upon in- 
sufficient data of the subject. Thus the rapid 
increase in the number of divorces in the 
United States which has of late been exciting so 
much attention, has been considered by many 
to be attributable to the looseness of the laws 
of divorce, and some have maintained that a 
migration existed to certain States conspicu- 
ous for their loose legislation on this subject. 
If this assertion is correct, the remedy lies in 
more stringent legislation, such as lessening 
the causes of divorce, making it more difficult 
to obtain and the like. This remedy has been 
strongly advocated, and particularly in the 
form of an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States. Against this view the 
league has always protested, not so much 
because it doubted the conclusion, but on the 
eminently scientific ground that we were 
not in possession of sufficient data to justify 
one. It is a satisfaction to all those who are 
on the side of conservatism in legislation to 
find that statistics of admitted accuracy fur- 
nish a justification for this ground. The re- 
port of Carroll D. Wright, Commissioner of 
Labor of the United States, published in 1889, 
shows that in twenty years 80.1 per cent of 
the divorces from American marriages in the 
entire United States occurred in the State 
where the marriage was originally celebrated. 
Since then the agitation for a constitutional 
amendment has ceased. 

The report of the league also insists on the 
importance of thorough and scientific investi- 
gation. For instance, what is the effect of 
the laws restricting the marriage of divorced 



persons? Do they, or do they not lessen 
divorces? We are not in possession of suffi- 
cient data to answer. Until we are, discus- 
sion will be, as the report says, '^ fruitless and 
endless.'' To supply data there should be 
statistics ; and these should be gained by a 
registration system. An applicant for a 
second marriage should be required to state 
in writing the date, place, and cause of 
dissolution of the former marriage. Think 
what would be, in a few year's time, the value 
of such statistics! 

Another illustration of the same subject is 
the enumeration of some of the questions 
comprised in the general ones of marriage 
and divorce. The number is amazing. Here 
itls: — 

" In marriage, we have such topics as the degrees of 
relationship within which marriage is forbidden ; the 
grounds of void or voidable marriages ; remarriage 
during the life of a former husband or wife ; license 
fees, and the registration of license ; age of consent — 
parental and personal ; form of celebration ; returns 
of marriage, their record, publication, and the whole 
ran^e of statistics both of marriage and divorce. In 
divorce, we may take up jurisdiction, legislative or 
judicial, including the class of courts, and places 
and regulation of trials; the limitations of resi- 
dence, now running all the way from ninety days in 
Dakota to five years in Massachusetts; methods 
and times of entering applications; restrictions 
upon hasty or secret trials ; and upon advertising the 
procuring of divorces, now the law of Illinois; the 
statutory causes ; provisions for defence of suits by 
the States, and against collusion, connivance, etc. ; 
punishment for the various offences leading to 
divorce; validity to be given to divorces obtained 
in defiance of the laws of domicile ; and the possible 
adoption of some statute in the interests of comity, 
so that a State shall refuse to marry persons who 
cannot be married in the State of their proper resi- 
dence; and for the collection and publication of 
sutistics." 

This report furnishes a good sermon upon 
the text that knowledge must be the precursor 
to legislation, and that bad legislation is worse 
than none. The methods pursued by this 
league are practical and scientific, as far as 
they go; though it is needless to point out 
that no amount of information of the class 
which it is so industrious in collecting can 
afford anything like an adequate basis for 
laws regulating the relations of the sexes. 
Nevertheless, the disposition to collect evi- 
dence of some kind before advocating any 
decisive steps is very refreshing in contract 
with the ordinary ignorant and haphazard 
lawmaking of the present day. 
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EARLY AMERICAN VIEWS ON THE 

NORTHEAST AND NORTHWEST 

FISHERIES. 

Every independent State possesses and exer- 
cises the rights of complete internal sovereignty, 
and in addition to this jurisdiction maritime na- 
tions enjoy a limited and somewhat precarious 
control of their territorial waters. The internal 
sovereignty arises from the simple fact, that the 
land within certain recognized boundaries is 
occupied and appropriated by the country exer- 
cising jurisdiction. Complete occupancy and ap- 
propriation of the ocean is impossible ; hence the 
external jurisdiction claimed and exercised by 
any country is usually limited to its marginal 
waters. " It being recognized," says Hall, " that 
States are unable to maintain effective control 
over large spaces of sea so as to be able to re- 
serve their use to themselves, it is a principle of 
international law that the sea is in general in- 
susceptible of appropriation as property." (" In- 
ternational Law," third edition, page 62.) As 
more or less extensive claims to American waters 
have complicated our foreign relations, and have 
nearly provoked war on several occasions, it may 
be well to look into the history and practice of 
England and the United States in reference to 
this doctrine. 

As far back as the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
the freedom of the seas was, at least in theory, 
recognized. For example: When the Spanish 
ambassador complained of the intrusion of Eng- 
lish vessels into Indian waters, the queen refused 
to recognize any right of Spain to debar English- 
men from trade or from *' freely navigating that 
vast ocean ; seeing the use of the sea and air is 
common to all, neither can a title to the ocean 
belong to any people or private persons, foras- 
much as neither nature nor public use and cus- 
tom permitteth any possession thereof." 

The argument of Grotius, some years later, in 
his '* Mare Liberum " (1609), is similar in nature : 
" All property," he says, " is grounded upon occu- 
pation, which requires that movables shall be 
seized ^nd that immovable things shall be en- 
closed ; whatever, therefore, cannot be seized or 
enclosed is incapable of being made a subject of 
property. The vagrant waters of the ocean are 
thus necessarily free. The right of occupation, 
again, rests upon the fact that most things become 
exhausted by promiscuous use, and that appro- 
priation consequently is the condition of their 
utility to human use. But that is not the case 
with the sea; it can be exhausted neither by 
navigation nor by fishing; that is to say, in 



neither of the two ways in which it can be 
used." 

Selden combated Grotius, and the great weight 
of Puffendorf declared against the doctrine of 
absolute freedom " There is no reason why the 
borderers should not rather challenge to them- 
selves the happiness of a wealthy shore or sea than 
those who are seated at a distance from it" Puffen- 
dorf held the sea to be a defence, " for which reason 
it must be a disadvantage to people that other 
nations should have free access to their shores 
with ships of war without asking their leave, or 
without giving security for their peaceful and in- 
offensive passage." That is to say, the opinion 
of the seventeenth century was divided, but be- 
fore the close of the eighteenth the principle con- 
tended for by Grotius is recognized by the prac- 
tice of nations, and treaty stipulations decliu'e in 
its favor. The marginal waters, however, are 
considered necessary to the safety of the country 
washed by them. The waters within a cannon-shot 
are considered as belonging to the bordering coun- 
try as regards police and criminal duty. 

The growth of the idea of the freedom of the 
seas is admirably illustrated by the claims of 
Denmark. Her " pretensions ... to the northern 
seas," says Hall, ** shrank, in the course of the 
eighteenth century, into a prohibition of fishery 
within sixty-nine miles of Greenland and Iceland ; 
but the seamen of England and Holland disre- 
garded the Danish ordinances ; when their ves- 
sels were captured they were supported by their 
governments ; and, though some threats of war 
were uttered, in the end the fishing-grounds were 
tacitly opened.-' Denmark still kept up a nom- 
inal claim to a breadth of twenty miles off the 
coast of Iceland until nineteen years ago, but in 
the fishing regulations of 1872 " she voluntarily 
accepted the ordinary three-mile limit." 

The United States could, of course, have no 
claim of any kind till it became a nation by the 
Declaration of Independence, in 1776, nor could 
any of the claims formulated after that date be 
valid until the treaty of peace with Great Britain in 
1783 recognized the independency of the coun- 
try. As an integral part of the English posses- 
sions, the colonies possessed all the rights of fish- 
ing in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and off the 
coasts of Newfoundland that the native English- 
men enjoyed. Owing to the proximity of the 
fishing-grounds, the New England colonists 
were deeply engaged in the fisheries, and in fact 
possessed a monopoly of the trade." As it was 
source of great revenue to the settlers, and as 
a much capital was invested in the business, the 
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New Englanders urged Congress to claim the 
fisheries in whole or in part in any treaty of peace 
with Great Britain. It was expected the war would 
make a difference ; instead of Englishmen, the 
colonists would be Americans ; that is, they 
would be foreigners, and as such they could only 
claim the rights and privileges enjoyed by the 
most favored nation. When the question of 
terms for a treaty came before the Continental 
Congress, in 1779, the negotiators were instructed 
" not to consent to any treaty of commerce with 
Great Britain without an express stipulation on 
her part not to molest or disturb the inhabitants 
of the United States of America in taking fish on 
the banks of Newfoundland and other fisheries in 
the American seas anywhere excepting within 
the distance of three leagues of the shores of the 
territories remaining to Great Britain at the close 
of the war if a nearer distance cannot be obtained 
by negotiation.*' (Secret Journal of Congress, 
Vol. n., page 231.) 

That is to say. Congress recognized the right of 
Great Britian to appropriate the marginal waters. 
The limit was indefinite, but was not to exceed 
three leagues. On this point Hall says: "In 
claiming its marginal seas as property, a State is 
able to satisfy the condition of valid appropria- 
tion, because a narrow belt of water along a coast 
can be effectively commanded from the coast 
itself either by guns or by means of a coast 
guard. 

In fact, also, such a belt is always appropriated, 
because States reserve to their own subjects the 
enjoyment of its own fisheries, or, in other words, 
take from it the natural products it is capable of 
yielding. . . . The precise extent, however, is not 
so certain. Generally the limit is fixed at a 
marine league from the shore . . . and perhaps 
it may be said without impropriety that a State 
has the right to extend its territorial waters from 
time to time at its will with the increased range 
of guns." In no case would this exceed the nine- 
mile limits proposed by Congress. 

When the terms of the final treaty with Great 
Britain were under consideration (1782) the 
. negotiators were " instructed to observe, . . . 
with respect to this claim (i. e. the fisheries), that 
it does not extend to any parts of the sea lying 
within three leagues of the shores — held by 
Great Britain or any other nation. That under 
this limitation it is conceived by Congress a 
common right of taking fish cannot be denied to 
them without a manifest violation of the freedom 
of the seas, as established by the laws of nations 
and the dictates of reason ; according to both 



which the use of the sea, except such parts 
thereof as lie in the vicinity of the shore, and are 
deemed appurtenant thereto, is common to all 
nations. . . . That although a grater space than 
three leagues has in some instances been, both by 
public treaties and by custom, annexed to the 
shore as part of the same dominion, yet, as it is 
the present aim of maritime powers to circum- 
scribe, as f^r as reason will justify, all exclusive 
pretensions to the sea." (Secret Journal,Vol. IIL, 
pages 156, 157.) Another passage of the same 
date (August, 1782) lays down the American 
conception of International Law in the following 
unmistakable language : " Our common right to 
take fish in the North American seas, and partic- 
ularly that part of them which goes under the 
name of the Banks of Newfoundland, has its 
origin in the natural incapacity of the sea to be 
appropriated. 

" The practice of nations, both for the sake of 
safety and tranquillity, abridged this freedom of 
the ocean, by annexing to the coast a reasonable 
tract of the water ; and Great Britain, by avail- 
ing herself of this usage, may possibly arrogate 
the exclusive enjoyment of the banks, as appurte- 
nent to the island of Newfoundland." Here then 
follows this strong dictum, which ought not to 
be forgotton, especially at the present time : 
"These banks, the nearest point of which is 
thirty-five leagues distant from Cape Race, are 
too far advanced in the Atlantick, to be a depend- 
ence of the shores." 

But Congress was not satisfied with a theoretic 
statement of the law of nations as it then ex- 
isted, or ought to be. " If we pass from theor}' 
to the stipulations of treaties, we shall find better 
aid . . . and by better aid, we mean British pre- 
cedents ; for against these a British king surely 
will not struggle." There then follows a detailed 
examination of early English treaties relating to 
the fisheries and appropriation of marginal waters 
for that purpose, after which examination the 
report continues : " Thus it appears upon strict 
principles of natural law, the sea is insuscepti- 
ble of appropriation ; that a species of conven- 
tional law has annexed a reasonable district of it 
to the coast which borders on it ; and that in 
many of the treaties to which Great Britian has 
acceded no distance has l)een assumed for this 
purpose beyond fourteen miles." (Secret Journal, 
Vol. III., 162, et seq.) Nothing needs tb be 
added to the above declaration of the United 
States in the last quarter of the last century ; 
the meaning is incapable of misconception, and 
that meaning clearly is, that only the immediate 
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territorial waters are capable of appropriation 
for any purpose whatever. 

Mr. Jefferson, as Secretary of State (in 1 793), 
said : " The greatest distance to which any re- 
spectable assent among nations has been at any 
time given has been the extent of the human 
sight, estimated at upwards of twenty miles, and 
the smallest distance, I believe, claimed by any 
nation whatever, is the utmost range of a cannon- 
ball, usually stated at one sea league. . . . The 
limit of one sea league from shore is provision- 
ally adopted as that of the territorial sea of the 
United States." Nor was Mr. Jefferson at all 
singular in this respect. The same views are 
held and expressed by each successive Secretary 
of State until within very recent years. 

Forty years after the settlement of the English 
dispute diplomatic complications arose between 
Russia and the United States. At that time 
(1821-24) Russia claimed extensive and unde- 
fined possessions on the northwestern coast of 
this continent The ukase of 1821 contained the 
following claims: "Section 1. The pursuit of 
commerce, whaling, and fishery, and of all other 
industry on all islands, ports, and gulfs, including 
the whole of the northwest coast of America, 
beginning from Behring Straits to the fifty-first 
degree of northern latitude ; also, from the Aleu- 
tian Islands to the eastern coast of Siberia, as 
well as along the Kurile Islands . . . to the 45° 
SC, northern latitude, are exclusively granted to 
the Russian subjects. 

"Sect 2. It is, therefore, prohibited to all 
foreign vessels not only to land on the coasts and 
islands belonging to Russia, as stated above, but 
also to approach within less than an hundred 
Italian miles. The transgressor's vessel is sub- 
ject to confiscation along with the whole cargo.'* 

The American ships had found their way to 
the northwest coasts immediately after the Revo- 
lution, and were unmolested, till the issue of the 
above-quoted ukase, in 1821. Of Russia's claim, 
Mr. Lyman, in his " Diplomacy of the United 
States " (1828), says : " Our commerce has never 
been assailed in a more fell, unsparing manner, 
and yet in the European seas it has passed 
through every variety and degree of vexation. . . . 
A Berhn decree or an order in council sealing 
and investing the distant and desolate coast of 
the northwest I The ancient and celebrated doc- 
trine of " Mare Clausum," of Selden, applied to an 
ocean four thousand miles in breadth I " (Vol. 
II., page 289.) 

The Russians based their extensive claims on 
three facts : first, the title of discovery ; second, 



the title of first occupation ; and, third, the title 
of a long and undisputed possession, — all of 
which claims Mr. Lyman proves to be unfounded. 
The American public seem to have been easily 
persuaded, but Russia failed to see the force 
of Mr. Adams's arguments till 1824, when, by 
treaty, she yielded her extensive, and, it would 
seem, untenable claims. As Mr. Lyman pithily 
remarks : " An imperial ukase cannot affect the 
rights or subvert the laws of nations." 

In conclusion, the following passage from Mr. 
Fish regarding some Russian claim of extra- 
territorial water in 1875 is of special interest: 
"There was reason to hope," he writes, "that 
the practice which formerly prevailed with 
powerful nations of regarding seas and bays 
usually of large extent near their coast as closed 
to any foreign commerce or fishery not specially 
licensed by them was, without exception, a pre- 
tension of the port, and that no nation would 
claim exemption from the general rule of public 
law which limits its maritime jurisdiction to a 
marine league from its coasts. We should par- 
ticularly regret if Russia should insist on any 
such pretension." 

" Mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur" 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The Forum (March). An unusually good 
collection of papers is offered in this number, 
and nearly all of them of such character as to 
interest readers of this department. Little more 
than mere mention, therefore, can be allowed to 
each. 

The opening paper, by Senator John Sherman, 
-bears the title of The Nicaraugua Canah and 
aims to explain the report of the Senate Com- 
mittee, which favored an appropriation to aid 
that . undertaking. The difficulties encountered 
in building such a canal, its commercial impor- 
tance when completed, and its probable cost are 
quite fully set forth, and though the Senator 
may not convince all readers that Congress 
would have been wise in granting the appropria- 
tion, they can at any rate get considerable in- 
formation from the article. 

A former Secretary of the Treasury, George 
S. Boutwell, discusses Silver as a Circulating 
Medium, The writer predicts that silver is to 
be the chief factor of the currency of this coun- 
try and of this continent unless the gold product 
increases faster than we can reasonably expect, 
reasoning from known facts. Free coinage he 
deems unwise, believing that ** profits of coin- 
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age should inure to the country rather than to a 
class." 

Do We Hate England? is asked by Bishop Coxe, 
and in the asking he makes a plea for a peace- 
ful settlement of our dispute with Great Britain, 
not forgetting to aim a side blow now and then 
at the Irish in both English and American poli- 
tics. 

The Shibboleth of '' The People^ by W. 8. 
Libby» discusses government by the majority, 
and the faith too often at the present time 
placed in numbers instead of moral force. In 
summing up, he says : — 

"The truth in the people's gospel is that all men 
have political rights, natural, inalienable, and im- 
prescriptible ; the error is that all men ought to be 
equivalent in the public order." 

In A New Policy for the Public Schools, which 
is set forth by John Bascom, we find a seemingly 
unbiased discussion of the question of parochial 
schools, with special reference to the recent 
conflict with these schools in the Northwest. 
Among the points of the question with which the 
writer deals is one, which, though not perhaps 
new, is nevertheless well taken and deserving a 
hearing. The Bennett law demanded only^kat 
children between the ages of seven and fourteen 
should be required to attend school not less 
than twelve weeks in each year, and defined the 
term school as applying only to such schools as 
furnish instruction in the so-called common 
branches in the English language. 

The fact that this act recognizes the private 
school, providing the English language Is taught 
therein, gives private instruction the same rights 
as public instruction. 

'* Those who are adequately educating their 
children under the inspection of the State should 
not be called on to bear exactly the same burdens as 
if they were in neglect of this duty, or to render the 
duty twice over — once in a way conceded by the 
State, and once in a way ordered by it.*' 

The writer does not make it clear just how he 
would arrange matters and overcome the dM- 
culties that would arise in the State's attempting 
to gather two separate broods under its motherly 
wings, but any fair-minded person can scarcely 
fail to recognize the force of the argument cited. 

Our Bargain with the Inventor, by Park Benja- 
min, gives the practical workings of our patent 
systems, and shows how, in justice to the 
inventor as well as to the public, who also benefit 
from his work, an immediate and radical reform 
should be made in that department of our (Gov- 
ernment. 



BaUwap under Chvemment Control, by W. M. 
Acworth, is a timely anvl forcible warning to all 
who would have us believe that our railways 
should become the property of the Government. 
Coming as it does from one who has made the 
railway problem a special study, and is suppos- 
edly authority on all questions relating to it, 
even opponents to the views he entertains can- 
not fail to give credence to his statements in 
regard to the success of the experiment in 
other countries where the government has 
already assumed controL 

Other important articles are. The Bing and the 
Trusty by Rev. Dr. Wm. Barry, and Russia's 
Treatment of Jewish Subjects, by P. G. Hubert, Jr. 

The Arena (March). Nationalization of the 
Land as First Presented is the first of a series 
of papers published in the " Arena." The 
author, J. R. Buclianan, states in a footnote 
that 

** This essay, published in the summer of 1847, in 
the " Herald of Truth," Cincinnati, was probably a 
premature announcement of doctrine for which the 
public mind had not been prepared." 

The writer argues that the earth belongs to 
the race as a whole, rather than to individuals 
who may chance to claim proprietorship of a 
certain portion, and that this assumed proprie- 
torship is *' an infraction of the common rights 
of the race," and that ** antecedent generations 
have not an unlimited power to prescribe the 
legislation of posteiity." ** Justice to all men, 
to each individual, to ourselves, to the future ** 
is demanded, but wo are left in doubt just what 
form this justice should assume. Perhaps more 
light will be furnished in the next instalment. 

In Immigration, Rabbi Solomon Schindler 
speaks of the undesirable elements that certain 
foreign countries are constantly sending to our 
shores. He favors prevention, if possible ; but 
if that proved impossible, not to attempt to 
sift the material after it arrives, but rather to 
legislate them into good and useful citizens. 

What is Immoral in Literature? by Albert 
Ross, contributes some good ideas on the sub- 
ject suggested by the title Those people who 
assume to be censors of the morality of their 
fellow-men may read this article with profit. 

The Swiss B^erendum, by W. D. McCrackan, 
describes the excellent system which the Swiss 
employ to pass judgment upon the laws made 
bj their representatives. 
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AMERICANA. 

The gavel fell, and the Republicans on the 
floor, under the leadership of Coleman, of Louis- 
iana, broke the impressive silence with martial 
strains of ♦* Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys are 
marching/* Two verses were Bung, the galleries 
listening and applauding, and then the awe- 
struck Democrats recovered themselves suffi- 
ciently to respond with *♦ Maryland, My Mary- 
land.*' The- ex-members of the Fifty-first 
Congress were now all on their feet, and when 
the Democrats had finished their song the news- 
paper correspondents in the press gallery above 
the speaker*s desk began singing *♦ Old Hun- 
dred." There was a respectful hush on the floor 
of the House, as if a benediction had been in- 
voked. As the first line was sung Rephblicans 
as well as Democrats on the floor took up the 
strain, and everybody sang to the close : 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatures here below ! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host ! 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

There was a burst of enthusiasm as the song 
*' America ** followed from the floor; and then, 
as the ex-members began their leave-taking, the 
correspondents sang Hub Smith's '* Listen to 
My Tale of Woe.** Thus did the Fifty-first Con- 
gress take Its departure. — Cor, St. Louis Glohn- 
Democrat, 

^* Compulsatory *' measures are not enter- 
tained by the senators who oppose an " extor- 
tious** rate of interest. Tlie words in quota- 
tion marks may be new to some readers, but 
not so to the grave and reverend senators. — 
Pierre (N, Dakota) Capital. 

Uncle Silas Brown is very much gratified over 
his election to the office of School Commissioner 
in the town of S — . He asserted that when he 
assumed the duties of his position lie intended 
to make his influence felt. So no one was sur- 
prised at the first meeting of the new board to 
find him in a pugnacious mood. "Tvc heern 
lots o* complaints about the lack of eddicatiou 
about these parts,'* he said. •* Now, there ain't 
no excuse for this here state of aft'.iirs. There's 
plenty of eddicatiou lu the world. More'n 
enough to go round, and our kkls have got ter 
have it. So I move, Mr. Chairman, that this 
committee find out jest how many boys an' gals 
there are In town, *n' then git enough eddication 
to supply *em all, whatever it costs. I'd like to 
know whar we'd be if we hadn't got our full 
share of It. Give the kids a cHaucet." — Har- 
per* s Magazine for March. 



A member of the Oregon State Legislature 
has introduced a new feature into forensic ora- 
tory. He was defending with great earnestness 
a bill providing for the payment of labox-ers at 
stated periods. As he continued to speak he 
grew more and more impressive, and at last sat 
down In his seat for a few moments and silently 
wept. After his paroxysm of grief was over 
he arose, and finished his speech. It is needless 
to say that so much earnestness and feeling car- 
ried the day, and that the legislator gained his 
point. Would it not be a good plan for our 
Washington Solons occasionally to vary the 
nionotony of their speeches by interludes of 
weeping, silent or otherwise? The advocates of 
bayonets at the ballot, of high taxes, of special 
privileges, and other Republican doctrines could 
add greatly to their reputations for sincerity by 
stopping at the end of Impassioned periods to 
indulge in a few moments of speechless grief. 
As it is now, the public do all the weeping. — 
Chicago Herald. 

Several prominent ex-Republican members of 
the House are remaining in Washington, hoping 
that they may be appointed circuit judges under 
the law passed in the last hours of Congress, 
authorizing one new judge in each of the exist- 
ing judicial circuits. It was discovered, after 
the bill creating these new judicial officers had 
received the President's signature that by a 
serious inadvertence the Circuit Court of Appeals 
would relieve the Supreme Court of all of the 
cases now on the docket of that court. The dis- 
covery was made but a short time before the 
final adjournment of Congress, and a resolution 
was rushed through both Houses which cor- 
rected that mistake. The resolution also recti- 
fied the palpable error with regard to the first 
term of the Court. In the bill it was stated that 
the first term should be held in January, 1891.. 
— Cor. N. T. Sun. 



Senators have been known to sign petitions 
and glowing eulogies in the interest of some 
politician in their district, and then to write 
privately to the appointing power requesting 
hira to pay no attention to their written requests. 
The lack of sincerity in the average written in- 
dorsement is such that neither the President nor 
the chiefs of depiirtraents pay any attention to 
them unless the senator calls in person and adds 
his verbal assurance to the first demand. It is 
a common thin^ for an official with the appoint- 
itiix power to send word to a senator or a mem- 
ber to ask him if he really wants sucli and such 
a place. — 3v?o York Tribune. 
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ally depend upon dates. Our record of them cannot 
have greater authoriiy than the sources have, but is 
evidently more trustworthy than any single newsp<q)er, 

LEGISLATIVE. 

Congress. — The act approved March 8, 
providing for the erection of three United Sates 
prisons, and the confinement therein of United 
States convicts, is rendered absolutely inopera- 
tive* for the purposes intended through a blunder 
in drawing the bill. Its intention was to 
authorize the Attorney-General and the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to purchase three sites, and 
cause to be erected on them suitable prisons 
for the incarceration of United States prisoners 
convicted of crimes by any courts under the 
Jurisdiction of the i:)epartment of Justice. One 
was to be located north and another south of 
the thirty-ninth parallel of latitude and east of 
the Kocky Mountains, while the third was to be 
located west of the Rocky Mountains, all to be 
within easy access to different sections of the 
country. Not a cent, however, Is appropriated 
for the purpose of the site, etc., as authorized, 
although It is stated that the limit of cost for 
the guidance of the architects In preparing the 
plans and estimates shall not exceed $500,000 on 
each. Moreover, not a cent Is appropriated, 
even for the expenses of preparing these plans 
and specifications, preliminary to the purchase 
of ground and erection of buildings. 

Under these circumstances, the second sec- 
tion of this Prison act, reciting ♦' That the sum 
of $100,000 Is mrther appropriated ** to be ex- 
pended in the fitting of workshops for the em- 
ployment of the prisoners, is rather bewilder- 
ing, since no sum whatever is appropriated in 



the foregoing section. It seems to be a clear 
case either of gross oversight or of stupidity on 
the part of those who had the afllEilr In charge. 
The Importance of speedy progress, however. 
In beginning work on the sites and plans makes 
this blunder a very serious matter. Not a cent 
for the object of the bill Is carried In any of the 
appropriation bills, and, although the erection 
of three prisons Is now properly authorized, the 
preliminary work must be unavoidably delayed 
for at least another year, and probably longer. 
From the urgent reports repeatedly made to 
Congress by Attorney-General Garland, and 
later by Attorney-General Miller, It appears that 
there Is, and has been for several years, a crying 
need of such prisons. All previous efforts, how- 
ever, to Induce Congress to act In the matter 
proved ineffectual, but now that Congress has 
reaUy given Its authority, and, as It was believed, 
appropriated the money therewith to construct 
the buildings, the chagrin and disappointment 
of the Department of Justice may be imagined 
when It found the act useless. 



New Tork. — Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are: providing for free lectures for 
working people in New York City; provid- 
ing that police justices in New York City must 
l>e lawyers ; allowing women to vote for school 
commissioners; making the appointment of 
police matrons compulsory in cities of over 
25,000 Inhabitants ; and compelling scaffolds to 
be railed in New York and Brooklyn. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
extending the provisions of the Weekly Pay- 
ment law to the employees of steam railroads ; 
exempting bank cashiers and tellers from jury 
duty; exempting soldiers and sailors from the 
poU-tax; providing that none but licensed 
plumbers shall tap water-mains; appropriating 
$15,000 for free Illustrated lectures to working 
people on legal holidays, and providing for free 
Instruction In natural history, geography, and 
kindred subjects; and providing that keepers of 
boarding-houses and hotels having employees on 
board-wages shall not feed them on oleomar- 
garine. The bill to license architects was 
defeated. 

A year or more ago Gov. Hill of New 
York, in a message to the Legislature, adva->> j 
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witnegses in coanty jails; compelling pedlers 
to take out licenses ; making it illegal to appoint 
non-residents as special policemen; making it 
unlawful to use or sell milk cans belonging to 
another ; making it illegal to pay mechanics and 
laborers in anything except United States legal- 
tender ; permitting corporations to increase their 
capital stock ; and enabling mechanics, laborers, 
merchants, or traders to file liens against con- 
tractors for public buildings and improvements, 
and requiring the city where such improvements 
are made to hold the money till the courts adjud- 
icate the controversy. 

The Legislature has adjourned. 

A serious error has been discovered by the 
attorney-general in the amendment made by the 
New Jersey Legislature to the ballot reform law. 
The intent of the amendment was to exempt 
towns of less than four thousand people from 
using the election booths. The word **not** 
was put in the wrong place, and it makes the 
use of booths applicable only to towns of less 
than four thousand inhabitants. 



WisconsiB. ~ Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are : taxing telephone companies two and 
one quarter per cent of the gross earnings; 
compelling children from seven to thirteen years 
to attend school for twelve weeks in a year ; allow- 
ing ten persons to form trust companies of 
twenty-five thousand dollars capital ; making the 
minimum of interest on trust funds four and one 
half per cent instead of five per cent; providing 
for speaking tubes in factories ; preventing lock- 
ing lower doors in factories ; and prohibiting the 
employment of children under fifteen years ex- 
cept that a county judge may grant to any child 
over ten years of age exemption from the oper- 
ation of the act. The bill providing for free 
State public employment offices in cities of fif- 
teen thousand inhabitants was defeated. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
providing that every person or corporation em- 
ploying a laborer shall keep in his book his name, 
age, residence, and the name and address of his 
parents or some friend ; relieving members of 
the life-saving and light-house service from the 
payment of poll-tax ; regulating the sale of liquor 
by pharmaciste; granting civil and legal rights 
at hotels and in public conveyances to persons 
of every race and color; prohibiting the selling 
of cigars to minors under eighteen years, and the 
sale of opium exceot on doctor's prescription; 
prohibiting discrimination in insurance contracts ; 
and providing that the State shall pay expenses 
of indigent blind and deaf children in going and 
returning from the State institution. 

The bill reducing railroad rates to two cents 



per mile, the bill creating a lK>ard of medical 
examiners, the bill providing for an examination 
for admission to the bar, and the bill compelling 
telephone wires to be laid underground were 
killed in the House. 



Nebraska. — Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are : providing for the reports to be made 
by railroad companies to the State auditor; 
establishing a State board of health; fixing 
maximum freight rates; enabling county com- 
missioners to compel railroads to construct 
proper crossings ; enabling twenty people resid- 
ing in any county and owning twenty thousand 
dollars' worth of property to organize mutual 
insurance against loss by fire, hail, etc ; and pro- 
viding that any publisher of a newspaper who 
shall, without just and sufficient cause, publish in 
his paper, concerning any person, any language 
of ridicule, censure, scandal, or criticism calcu- 
lated to injure or wound the feelings of such per- 
son, which if spoken or uttered in the presence 
of such person would tend to provoke an assault 
or breach of peace, should be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be fined in any sum not less than ten dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars, or imprisonment 
in the county jail not less than ten days nor more 
than sixty days. 

The bill authorizing chattel mortgages on crops 
before being planted, when given to secure a 
loan, to be used in purchasing seed, was de- 
feated in the Senate. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
providing punishment for taking usury: fixing 
the rates for teleeraph charges ; repealing the stat- 
ute providing for inspection of illuminating oils ; 
providing that no chattel-mortgage proceeding 
shall l>e instituted when the loan contained usu- 
rious interest; providing that railroads that 
acquire the right of way shall finish the grade 
in two years and have cars in operation within 
four years, or forfeit all interest in the land ac- 
quired ; and providing for a board of health, and 
prohibiting the practice of medicine by unli- 
censed physicians, except in an emergency. 



Missouri. — Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are: the milk inspection bill; taxing 
corporations at their real value; requiring all 
corporations, exclusive of railway companies, 
to make annual reports to the State secretary ; 
and requiring a deposit of two hundred thousand 
dollars with the insurance commissioner by 
trust companies doing business in the State. 
The medical practice bill requiring a three-years' 
course, and the bill prohibiting sales of inUta- 
tion butter were defei^ted. 
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Among the bills passed by the Honse are : mak- 
ing it unlawf al for city officials in third class cities 
to be interested in city contracts; prohibiting 
farmers from stocking grain or hay within a 
hundred feet of a railroad track ; providing for 
factory inspection; empowering cities of the 
third class to erect and maintain water works, 
gas works, etc. ; providing for beef inspection in 
St Louis ; providing that nsnry may be pleaded 
as a defence in civil suits, and that usurious inter- 
est paid may be applied in payment of the princi. 
pal, proof of the exaction of usury to invalidate 
any lien or mortgage of personal property ; re. 
ducing the legal rate of interest from ten to eiuht 
percent; and the corporation bill, which makes 
it unlawful f-rany concern doing business in the 
State to abandon any factory in any city or town 
without first restoring with int* rest all property 
granted as an inducement for locating the factory 
in that place. The anti-trust bill iias passed both 
Houses. The first section is as follows : — 

Any corporation organized under the laws of this 
or any other State or country for transacting or 
conducting any kind of business in this State, or any 
partnership or individual or otiier association of 
persons whatsoever who shall create, enter into, be- 
come a member of or a party to any pool, trust, agree- 
ment, combination, confederation, or understanding 
witli any other corporation, partnership, individual, 
or any other person or association of persons, to reg- 
ulate or fix the price of any article of merchandise 
or commodity, or shall enter into, become a member 
of or a party to any pool, agreement, contract, com- 
bination, or confederation to fix or limit the amount 
or quantity of any article, commodity, or merchandise 
|0 be manufactured, mined, produced, or sold in this 
State, shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of a con- 
spiracy to defraud, and be subject to penalties as 
provided in this act. 

North Carolina. — Among the laws passed 
by the Ix^gislature is the following, directed 
against ticket scalping : — 

Section 1. Tliat it shall be unlawful for any per- 
son to sell or deal in tickets issued by any railroad 
company unless he is a duly authorized agent of 
said railroad company and it sliall be the duty of 
said agent to exhibit his authority to sell or deal in 
said tickets, and the company wliose agent he is 
shall be responsible for his acts as such agent ; that 
any violation of this law shall be a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 2. Tliat when any round-trip ticket is sold 
by any railroad company, it shall be the duty of said 
company to redeem the unused portion of such ticket, 
by allowing to the legal holder thereof the differ- 
ence between the cost tliereof and tlie price of a one- 
way ticket between the stations for which the said 
round-trip ticket was sold. 

Sec. 3. That when any one-way or regular ticket 
is soM by any railroad company, and when unused 
by the purchaser thereof, it shall be the duty of the 



railroad company selling the ticket to redeem said 
ticket at the same price paid for it. 



South Carolina. — It has been discovered 
that the new revenue law is so erroneously worded 
as to tax all incomes and profits derivedf rom prop 
erty not otherwise taxed, as well as incomes from 
saliries. The workmen are indignant at the 
startling blunder of the legislators, and an extra 
session is talked of to change the law. On in- 
comes and profits the tax Is one per cent; on 
incomes from salaries one half of one per cent. 
The former exemption of $1000 is stricken out. 



JUDICIAL. 

On April 27, the federal Supreme Court will 
take up the question of the constltationallty of 
the McKinley Tariff law.. A t an early day a deci- 
sion is expected touching the various points 
raised, including that in regard to the reciproc- 
ity section, which gives powers to the President 
apparently inconsistent with the Constitntion. 



The Supreme Court of Georgia held In a 
recent case that a passenger need not wait to be 
forcibly ejected from a train, but that if, before 
or after the train reaches a station, he is ordered 
by the conductor to get off, he may leave the 
train and be entitled to redress for his expul- 
sion. 

The South Dakota Supreme Court has decided 
that the law requiring commercial agencies doing 
business in the State to deposit $50,000 In cash 
with the State treasurer, as a guarantee fund 
for any judgment obtained for misrepresenta- 
tion as to firms* credit, Is constitutional. 



The Supreme Court of New York held that a 
preliminary injunction to restrain an actor from 
breaking a contract by which he had agreed to 
perform services exclusively for a certain mana- 
ger would not be granted except in cases where 
the abilities of the actor were exceptional, so 
that his place could not readily be Med. 



A citizen of Missouri sued the Western Union 
Telegraph Company for damages for the failure 
of the company to deliver a telegram sent from 
a Missouri city to a city in Illinois. The }udge 
decided that the section of the statute under 
which the suit was brought was unconstitutional 
in so far as it applies to business beyond the 
borders of Missouri, since it regulates interstate 
commerce in violation of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, which confers the power of such r^nlatlon 
on Congress. 
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The Federal Supreme Coart affirmed the judg- 
ment of the lower coart In the case of the 
Covington Stock Yards Ck>mpany against Keith 
& Wilson. This firm shipped cattle over the 
Kentucky Central Railroad, which, by an arrange- 
ment with the Stock Yards Company, would re- 
ceive or deliver cattle only at these yards, charg- 
ing an extra fee therefor. The Court holds that 
this charge is unlawful, and that the railroad 
company, when it contracted to transport cattle, 
under the contract to receive and deliver them, 
had no more right to make a special charge for 
this service than for the use of its station by 
passengers whom it transported. 



The Supreme Court of Illinois held that, after 
Interest is due upon a debt, the debtor may pay 
or agree to pay interest on the same without 
rendering the transaction usurious, but that an 
agreement in advance to pay Interest upon 
interest after its maturity is usurious, except in 
the case of coupon notes given for the interest 
on commercial paper. An agreement in advance 
to make interest principal when it falls due, and 
thus bear interest, except in the case of negotia- 
ble coupons, is usury. 



The decision of Newton Erb, referee in the 
case of the forecloseure of the Chicago, Kansas 
& Nebraska Koad, has been approved by Judge 
Caldwell, and the road will now be sold. The 
decision is an important one, and will result in 
the transfer of $28,000,000 worth of property 
and the wiping out of $8,000,000 worth of stock 
held by the people of counties through which 
the Chicago, Kansas & Nebraska Railway passes, 
and who voted aid in bonds to that amount. 



The Maryland Court of Appeals has decided 
that the law giving voters in certain districts the 
right to determine by election whether the taking 
of oysters by scoop or dredge in the waters of 
the county should be prohibited is unconstitu- 
tional, being a delegation of the legislative 
authority in respect of a matter affecting the 
people of the entire State to the voters of several 
election districts. 



According to a decision just rendered by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case 
of The Commonwealth v. Manchester, the State 
of Massachusetts has jurisdiction over the 
waters of Buzzard's Bay. The Court said it was 
an old doctrine that where the United States 
exercised jurisdiction, and there was a conflict 
between the general Government and any State, 
the jurisdiction of the United States was para- 



mount and exclusive. But where the United 
States did not have sole jurisdiction, and where 
it failed to exercise its jurisdiction, as in the 
present case, a State might exercise authority. 
The United States never having asserted its 
power to control these fisheries, it followed that 
the State might exercise jurisdiction over these 
waters, which were within the headlands of its 
territory. 

In an action by a passenger against a railroad 
to recover for mon^ stolen from him while 
asleep in a sleeping-car, it appeared that the 
only employee kept on the car was a man who 
acted as conductor, porter, and bootblack. The 
New York Court of Appeals held that the rail- 
road company had not exercised due care in pro- 
tecting its passengers, and that a corporation 
running sleeping-cars separated from the aisle 
by curtains only is bound to have an employee 
charged with the duty of continaally watching 
the interior while berths are occupied by 
sleepers. 

The Massachusetts Supreme Court has over- 
ruled the verdict of the Superior Court in the 
case of a druggist convicted of a sale of liquor 
made to a minor by a clerk in his employ. The 
evidence in the Superior Court showed that the 
druggist had instructed all his clerks not to sell 
to any person under twenty-flve years of age. 
The Superior Court held that the act of the ser- 
vant was the act of the master. The Supreme 
Court holds that this ruling was erroneous, and 
says it does not seem reasonable or necessary to 
extend criminal responsibility for the act of a 
servant so far as to include a case like the pres- 
ent. The servant himself is no doubt responsi- 
ble. But if he reasonably and honestly believed 
the purchaser to be of adult age, and that the 
sale might lawfully be made, his statutory guilt 
should not be imputed to the defendant. 



INDUSTRIAL. 
The New Haven, Conn., Trades Council has 
appointed a committee to start an agitation in 
favor of the purchase of the water works by the 
city. 

A Pittsburg cork manufacturing company has 
locked out Its one thousand employees and will 
take none back who do not give up their mem- 
ber^hip in the Knights of Labor Order. 



The cigar-makers' strike at Hamburg, Ger- 
many, has collapsed, after months of resistance 
and the expenditure of 395,000 marks. The 
Socialist organization, which supported the 
strike, will suffer greatly from this defeat. 
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A desi>atch from Dnlotli says that wages have 
been reduced at all the mines of the Northwest 
abont ten per cent, and that many of the mines 
ha7e reduced their forces nearly one half. 



The American Federation of Labor has issued 
a drcnlar announcing that the demand for an 
eight-hour day will be made on the Ist of May. 



The Association of MIU Men, at Fall River, 
Mass., has decided to pay employees by the hour 
instead of by the day. 



The Manufacturers* Association of Fall River 
have issued a manifesto setting forth the effect, 
in Fall River, of the proposition before the 
Massachusetts Legislature to restrict the hours 
of labor in maunfacturing establishments. 
They say: — 

" Shoold the 54-honr8* proposition become a law, 
the prodactive capacity of our factories would be 
reduced one tenth, thus wiping out of fxistence 
more than $2,000,000 now engaged in famishing 
employment to labor. It will cut down the wages 
of operatives ten per cent the day it becomes opera- 
tive, and the so-called friends of labor will have 
succeeded in voting a Ices to the Fall River oper- 
atives amounting to $13,000 a week, or, say, $600,000 
a year." 

The United Silk Workers have passed res- 
olutions appealing to the friends of American 
labor to purchase silk fabrics of American man- 
ufacture, in view of the depression of the silk 
industry. The platform declares that the work- 
ingmen are not benefited by protection, and that 
they should protect themselves. Since 1889, it 
is asserted, the wages of ribbon weavers have 
been reduced fifty-eight per cent. 

4 



The lockout of the Springfield, 111., freestone 
cutters, which took place one year ago, has just 
ended in a victory for the workmen, whose prin- 
cipal demands — eight hours of work, and a 
uniform scale at forty-four cents per hour — have 
been conceded by the employers. 



All the mechanics of Morristown, N. J., are 
out on a strike. .They wish the hours of work to 
be from 7am to 5 p. m., while the employers 
have fixed the hours from 7.30 to 6.80. 



A press despatch from Australia announces 
that at Brisbane, Queensland, telegraph wires 
have been cut by the union shearers, and attempts 
made to wreck the trains conveying troops to the 
scene of the troubles which have been going on 
for weeks past between union and non-union 
shearers. They have done much other damage. 



Stagnation is spreading in the weaving estab- 
lishments of Lancashire. Ten thousand looms 
are already idle, and at Blackthome alone three 
thousand operatives are out of employment. 

In 1890 there were in Germany 1,181 strikes. 
The total number of strikers was 894,440. In 
420 cases they were unsuccessful; in 468, par- 
tially successful; in 187 all the demands were 
secured. 

The Workmen's Ck>ngress lately in session at 
Madrid has approved of the proposition to 
order a general strike throughout Spain, if such 
a step should be necessary in order to secure an 
eight-hour work-day. 

The crofters of Lewis Island, Scotland, are 
in open rebellion against the local authorities. 
A band of 100 crofters have entrenched them- 
selves in the ruins of their former homes, from 
which they had been evicted, and announce that 
they intend to cultivate the land. The owner 
wishes to convert the tract of land in question 
into a deer preserve. The sympathy of the 
people is with the crofters, but the police have 
orders to drive them out of their camp at all 
costs. 

The Workmen's Congress at Paris has adopted 
resolutions as follows : — 

That eight hours constitute a day's work; that 
the minimum of wages be fixed; that children 
under fourteen be prohibited from working; that 
everybody declared by the workmen's syndicate to 
be unable to work receive public support; that 
masters be held responsible for accidents to work- 
men; that municipal butcher shops, bakehouses, 
and bazaars be formed ; that communes be allowed 
to borrow money without consulting the central 
government ; and, finally, that every trade organize 
in readiness for a general strike to vanquish the 
opposing employers. 

An international miners' congress is being 
held in the hall of the Labor Exchange, Paris. 
Most European countries and America will be 
represented by delegates. The delegates will 
have one vote per thousand miners represented. 
The business of the congress will be confined to 
five propositions, of which three have been pre- 
pared by the Belgians, and two by the miners' 
federations of Great Britain. The Belgians deal 
with the new constitution of an international 
federation; with an international strike for an 
eight-hour day for all miners, whether employed 
by government or corporations; and with the 
attitude of miners, in different countries. In 
case of disputes between miners and employers 
in any section. The British are understood 
to be against an international strike. 
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IN QBNBRAL. 

The Governments of the United States and 
Switzerland have concluded a treaty by which 
they bind themselves to submit to arbitration 
any dtopotet which may arise between them. 



The Kentacky GonstitntioBal Convention lias 
adopted the report of the committee, recognizing 
the Deity, and inserting the words, ** and invok- 
ing his blessing.** 



A negro was lately appointed to serve on the 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) police force. The white police 
officers of the precinct are displeased at the 
appointment and boycott the negro. They re- 
fuse to recognize him or sleep in the same room 
with him. The captain is unable to control his 
officers. 



The Collector of Customs at Alaska has been 
informed by the Treasury Department, in regard 
to the compensation of persons giving informa- 
tion about the imports of liquors, and other 
prohibited articles, that the rule of the Depart, 
ment is to allow twenty-five per cent of the 
net proceeds of the sale to the infonnera, and 
thirty-five per cent of the net proceeds, less the 
amount of duty, to the detecter and selzer. 



The press is discussing the probability of an 
extra session of the Senate, to confirm nomina- 
tions of additional Circuit Court judges, under 
the new law for the relief of the Supreme Court. 
It is claimed that the Attorney-General is wrong 
in advising the President that he can fill these 
offices by temporary appointment, and in hold- 
ing that the word ** vacancy,** in the Constitution, 
signifies the condition where an office exists of 
whi^ there is no incumbent, and is used without 
limitation as to how the vacancy ccMnes to exist. 



The election to the new Congress in Chili has 
resulted in a Liberal victory. The Liberal 
party will have more than two-thirds of the 
Senate and the House. 



The St. Petersburg correspondent of a Berlin 
paper writes that the cruelties practised by the 
police of the Russian capital upon strangers In 
general and Germans and Jews In particular 
have become absolutely unbearable. 



The Reichstag has rejected the petition to 
admit women to the liberal professions. But 
the Diet of Reuss-Greiz has Instructed the min- 
isters to open negotiations with neighboring 
governments for a joint consideration of the 
matter. 



Great excitement prevails In Newfoundland, 
the people bitterly opposing the biUs Introduced 
in the House of Lords to make operative upon 
Newfoundland the modus vivendi entered Into 
between Great Britain and France relative to the 
rights of the latter upon that Island. 



The Newfoundland Parliament has decided to 
allow free-bait licenses. The vessels will be 
held, however, to the limit of the amount of bait 
recently published. Early last year the license 
fee was one dollar for each ton of the vessd's 
register. Then this was reduced one half. 
When it was found that a high license was 
practically prohibitive, and that American ves- 
sels were going to Canada for bait, the license 
was reduced to $10 a vessel. It is estimated 
that Gloucester fishermen paid about $15,000 for 
licenses last year. 



The delegates to the Australian Federation 
Congress are discussing resolutions intended to 
limit the field of debate. The principles em- 
bodied In the resolutions are, that the customs 
revenue shall be assigned to the support of the 
Federal Government; that the parliamentary 
and not the presidential type of a federal system 
shall be adopted ; and that all powers not as- 
signed to the federal administration shall belong 
to the governments of the respective colonies. 



The Committee of the English Parliament 
appointed to consider the question of State aid 
to emigration, In the report just published, does 
not advise any general extension of the system, 
except in the case of the congested districts of 
Scotland and Ireland, and suggests that the pro- 
visions of the Irlslv Land BUI relating to con 
gested districts be applied also to Scotland. The 
committee advises that the experiment of send- 
ing one hundred crofters and their families to 
America be repeated. 



Recruiting sergeants in London are unable to 
secure the desired new material for the ranks, 
and threats of conscription are made by the 
military authorities. It Is suggested by the 
London press that a good round sum as bounty 
money would tempt many to enter the service. 
Conscription, It Is sald« would not be tolerated. 



English pickle-miAers have been in the habit 
of making their pint and quart bottles to accom- 
modate a little more than Imperial measure. In 
order to avoid all possibility of oonfiict with the 
strict laws to prevent their giving less. Now 
they find that by the tariff law of ih% Dominion 
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of Canada any quantity exceeding a pint is 
liable to the duty on a qaart. An official having 
mea^nred the contents of a pint bottle and found 
the quantity to be slightly exceeded, the double 
duty was levied. 



The London postmaster-general has summa- 
rily suppressed the district telegraph messenger 
service, on the ground that it is illegal for pri- 
vate persons to engage in the message-carrying 
service. Tlie messenger company offered to pay 
a handsome royalty upon each letter carried, but 
the offer was rejected. The London press and 
public are indignant, and denounce the pos*- 
master-general as totally unlit for his position. 



The occasional arrests of labor leaders on the 
charge of conspiracy recall the times when in 
England all combinations of workmen for the 
purpose of raising their wages were forbidden by 
law. The query arises, why are not leaders in 
the formation of trusts sometimes arrested and 
imprisoned on the same charge? It is possible 
in this country for a man to obtain justice — 
sometimes — if he is able to pay for it, and it is 
generally possible for him to evade justice if he 
has the pecuniary means. — Exchange. 



The Government has a difficult task to handle 
just now in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
where all the paper money and internal revenue 
stamps are manufactured. The work of the bureau 
has fallen dreadfully behind, and a great outcry is 
raised by internal revenue collectors all over, of the 
scarcity and even dearth of stamps. Oapt. W. M. 
Meredith, chief of the bureau, is working Ids force 
of plate printers two and a half hours overtime 
every day, and still he is unable to keep up with the 
demand. The law requires that a three-months* 
supply of stamps shall be kept on hand, but it has 
been absolutely impossible to comply. The output 
of paper currency has also been largely decreased 
for lack of facilities, and only a very small advance 
supply is on hand. As a result, the notes liave to 
be issued green and unciired, and after a very brief 
curculation are returned to the Treasury as unfit for 
use. Accordingly, Chief Meredith is contemplating 
the advisability of starting up some steam-presses 
in order to get a stock of stamps ahead, and thus 
contrive also to lay up a stock of notes for future 
use. Should this be done, a violent outbreak on the 
part of the plate printers is expected. These steam- 
presses were invented and patented by a man named 
Milligan, an employee of the bureau, now dead, after 
many years of labor and study. Their use is stren- 



uously opposed by the plate printer's assembly of 
the Knights of Labor from motives of self-preserva- 
tion, since the steam-presses, if used, would largely 
supersede hand workmen, and it is owing to the 
discontinuance of the steam-presses that the present 
difficulty in the bureau has arisen. 

After the fight in Congress during the Fiftieth 
Congress against the steam-presses, a clause was 
placed in the Sundry Civil Appropriation Bill prohib- 
iting the Secretary' of the Treasury from using the 
Milligan machines after June 90, 1889, unless the 
owners and patentees would accept a royalty of only 
one cent per thousand impressions for their use. 
The royalty previously paid was one dollar per 
thousand impressions, and the patentees did not 
accept the one-cent rate. Thereupon the presses 
were thrown out. It is claimed that for every dol- 
lar paid for the use of the steam-presses the Govern- 
ment saved five dollars, and that each of the ma- 
chines formerly in use saved the Government ^,000 
a year. The cost of doing the work by hand is said 
to be two and one fourth times as great as the cost 
of steam press work. Objection is made to the 
quality of the work executed on the steam-presses, 
but Chief Meredith thinks the steam-press is good 
enough for tobacco and liquor stamps,, which are 
simply pasted upon packages, and used but once, and 
then only by authorized agents of the Government in 
the Internal Revenue Service. For bank-note work. 
Chief Meredith prefers hand-presses, for the reason 
that tliey produce more perfect results. The bureau 
prints annually about forty-seven million impres- 
sions, of which about thirty-two million are revenue 
stamps. The hand-press work costs the Govern- 
ment $14 per thousand sheets, while the machine 
work costA $4 per thousand. The report of the 
(commissioner of Internal Revenue last year shows 
that the printing of stamps cost the 6k)vemment 
3.^)6 cents per thousand sheets more than in any 
year during the Cleveland administration. Capt. 
Meredith believes that a saving of $92,000 could 
be effected each year by printing the revenue 
stamps on the steam-presses. At the last session 
of the late Congress, the Federal Manufacturing 
and Printing Company of New York, owning the 
steam plate presses, offered to enter into a contract 
with the Government to do all the printing and en- 
graving now done by the bureau and fumisli all the 
materials for $250,000 a year less than it now costs, 
the contract to continue not less than four years. 
The company further offered to take and use the 
Government building and plant at a fair price, to 
work their employees only eight hours a day, and to 
give bond for the faithful performance of the con- 
tract in accordance with the specifications prepared 
by the Government. Congress declined, however, 
to reopen the old fight of 1888, and this offer was not 
acted upon. Consequently the hand method is still 
pursued. — Astociated Press Dispatch. 
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TO-DAY, APRIL 9, 1891. 

A record of ih% facU and constderatioru tohtch 
9how that Individual Liberty i» good/or the people of 
the United Statee, and that, ther^ore, Legislative 
Regulation i$ infurUmefor them. 



J. MoBBitoH-FuLLim, Waltbb O. Bora, Xdlton. 

A short time ago the newspapers contained a 
somewhat sensational item chronicling the arrest, 
for begging, of an old soldier who had served 
three years and been honorably discharged. The 
case might be regarded as a comment upon the 
wisdom of recent pension legislation, under which 
so many draw money from the Government, who 
do not merit it in the least; or it might raise a 
question as to the humanity of the law in most of 
^e States making it a crime to beg. Begging 
has not usually been regarded as an eminently 
praiseworthy method of getting a living, but it 
seems a little hard to deny a man suffering from 
hunger the right to ask for bread. One kind of 
begging, however, continues to be safe, and re- 
spectable, and lucrative; namely, begging from 
the Government This more often takes the form 
of asking the Government to assist certain people 
in their business — to enable them to obtain from 
purchasers a higher price for their wares — than 
of begging for alms undisguisedly. Still bounty 
seekers and subsidy hunters have been making 
considerable noise of late. One individual has 
been found, however, to refuse the alms when 
offered. Gov. Hogg, of Texas, — in behalf of 
his State, though, not for himself. It seemed to 
him beneath the dignity of a Sovereign State to 
accept from the National Treasury a bounty 
upon sugar made by convict labor. It would be 
a beautiful spectacle if a few individuals could be 
found who would regard it as beneath their dig* 
nity to receive assistance from the Government 
like paupers ; but the practice of receiving 8uch 
assistance has become so nearly universal that it 
is even regarded as honorable. 



Commenting on the report that the number of 
deaths in New York last year exceeded the 
number of births (40,108 and 39,250 respec- 
tively), a Boston newspaper remarks, that the 
people there should decrease the death-rate or 
increase the birth-rate, " or, better still, both.** 
The writer seems to have had in his mind the 
business maxim ** Quick sales and small profits." 
Doubtless, there is great room for improvement 
in the population of New York, and if only the 
people to die and to be bom could be wisely 



selected, more rapid improvement could be 
brought about in this way. But, since no selec- 
tion could be exercised, it is conceivable that a 
more rapid deterioration would be caused. The 
will of the people is not the chief factor in 
determining the death-rate, or the birth-rate 
either. A high birth-rate is usually regarded 
as evidence that the conditions of life are favor- 
able, and a high death-rate that they are the 
reverse. The advice would seem to be hard to 
follow. The question suggested is one of the 
weightiest connected with the present civilization 
of the world. The concentration of population 
in large cities during the last hundred years has 
frequently been remarked, and the rapidity with 
which families " run out '* in those places is also 
notorious. According to Mr. Gralton's calcula- 
tions, the children of artisans living in cities who 
reach maturity are little over half as numerous 
as those of country laborers. Cities offer attrac- 
tions both to the best and to the worst inhabi- 
tants of other districts ; they are sinks of pan- 
perism, misery, vice, and crime, through which 
the most dangerous and unhealthy growths are 
thrown off from the social organism, and they 
also absorb the best blood from the rest of the 
nation. Those with the highest physique, the 
strongest characters, and the keenest intellects go 
there to find scope for their abilities. But their 
children do not attain to the full vigor of their 
fathers. ** Only a very small proportion of those 
artisans to whom London owes its pre-eminence 
as a centre of highly-skilled work," says Prof. 
Marshall, ''come from parents who have been 
bom there ; and there are scarcely any whose 
grandparents were bora there." There is a 
grave question whether cities do not on the 
whole make for the degeneration of a race. 



The text of the proposed ballot law for Illinois 
occupies nearly three columns in the Chicago 
Herald. Our statute-books threaten to become 
unmanageable, not only by the number but by 
the length of statutes they contain. The good 
old maxim, lex hi'tvis eato, seems to have been 
wholly forgotten by our legislators. If only a 
law could be effective i^ proportion to its length, 
honest elections would seem to be assured in ]llh> 
nois, provided this act passes; though it is 
doubtful whether, by any device, however ingen- 
ious and complicated, popular government can be 
a great success among a people who have not suf- 
ficient virtue to cast an honest ballot except in 
secret* Think of the men who in the past risked 
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life and liberty laboring for a government of the 
people, being confronted hj the fact that, even 
after nniversal suffrage had been attained, a suf- 
ficient number to vitiate the result of an election 
could be hindered by intimidation or bribes, from 
voting for what they believed the best interest 
of the country. It would certainly have seemed 
to them that they were making great sacrifices 
for an unworthy cause, if they could have fore- 
seen that one of the chief results of the revolation 
they were striving to effect would be that a large 
number of human bipeds would find in the right 
to vote an easy method of obtaining a few drinks 
and cigars once a year. 

Legal language affords a striking example of 
striving after accuracy without attaining it ; just 
as in the language of mathematics may be found 
a conspicuous instance of success in attaining ac- 
curacy. The similarity between the two lan- 
guages is that they are both technical ; but here 
^e similarity stops : the one is a jargon, the 
other a language admirably adapted to its pur- 
poses. Take such a sentence as this, from the 
lUinois law, which is not bad at all for a legal 
sentence : *' Any person or corporation who 
shall refuse to an employee the privilege hereby 
conferred, or shall subject an employee to a pen- 
alty or deduction of wages because of the exei^ 
else of such privilege, or who shall directly or in- 
directly violate the provbions of this section, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined in any sum not less than S5 nor 
more than $100.*' It is easy to see that by striking 
out nearly three fourths of the words used in the 
above sentence the idea is conveyed much more 
clearly and forcibly : any person who shall vio- 
late a provision of this section shall be fined not 
less than S^ nor more than $100. If the propo- 
sition, *' of all isoperimetrical plane figures the cir- 
cles is the maxium," were to be expressed after 
the legal model, it might be expected to read 
somewhat as follows : '*0f all triangles, whether 
equilateral, isosceles, or scalene, and of all 
squares, rectangles, parallelograms, rhomboids, 
or quadrilaterals, and of all pentagons, hexa- 
gons, septagons, octagons, nonagons, decagons, or 
polygons, whether regular or irregular, and of 
all plane figures bounded by straight or curved 
lines, or both, the perimeters, peripheries, or 
boundary lines of which are equal and not greater 
or less, the area, superficies, or square content 
of the circle is the greatest." The great defect 
in legal language is, of course, a lack of general 
terms having a precise denotation. Many more 
people have devoted themselves to the law than 



to mathematics; and this serves to show how 
much more can be accomplished by a few clever 
men than by a multitude of dullards. 



_ Attention is directed to the long 

"Knlgbtt.** and instructive account of the 
present troubles in the Government 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, which appears 
in this issue among the " In General *' items. The 
Knights of Labor are fighting against the use of 
machinery in the Government printing-house. 
At their dictation the Fiftieth Congress enacted a 
law virtually forbidding the use of machinery; 
and now the revenae collectors all over the coun> 
try complain of the scarcity of stamps. It has 
been impossible to comply with the law requiring 
that a three-months' supply of stamps shall al- 
ways be on hand ; and tiie output of paper cur- 
rency has also been decreased, while the notes 
that are issued in the harry and haste — now the 
normal condition in the bureau — are returned to 
the Treasury after a brief circulation as unfit 
for use. The only thing that the iCnights of 
Labor see and try to prevent is the supersession 
of hand labor by the use of steam presses. They 
do not want their members to be thrown out of 
employment. The facts which are not seen by the 
Knights are that the work now done is done 
badly, and tiiat the cost of doing the work by 
hand is two and one-fourth times as great as the 
cost of steam-press work. Will the Knights say 
that this does not concern them? Bat where 
does the Crovernment get' the money — the 
$92,000 a year — which it pays for the luxury of 
handwork? Why, the Knights of I^bor, and 
the farmers, and the other workers of the coun- 
try pay it in taxes. Of the other indirect evil 
results of the policy of the Knights it is not 
necessary to speak here. But one lesson may be 
emphasized. It is well known that the Knights, 
and *' organized labor " generally, have been un- 
successful in opposing the use of machinery by 
privaU firms and companies. Their success is 
limited to the institutions under the control of the 
State and federal Governments. The politicians 
are of course ready to do the bidding of the 
** labor vote " wherever that vote is formidable. 
At the dictation of the labor vote, some State 
Legislatures have legislated their convicts into 
complete idleness, while others have been in- 
duced to forbid the use of machinery in the pen- 
itentiaries. This shows us what to expect from 
an extension of governmental functions, and how 
much truth there is in the contention that Gov- 
ernment monopdy is in the interest of public 
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coDTenience and economy. Of course, tlie So- 
cialists will here rejoin that the remedy lies in 
adopting the whole Socialist programme and in 
suppressing private enterprise altogether. To 
l>e sure, then the use of machinery will not be 
opposed. But whatever the merits of the posi. 
tion of avowed and consistent Socialists, the 
important fact is that the claim of organized 
labor, that they are conservative, and do not seek 
the total suppression of individual liberty, can no 
longer be allowed. Their methods and proposals 
leave no doubt that their ideal is State Socialism. 
The labor organizations will not be satisfied with 
the concessions of the Legislature, for, after all, 
while industrial liberty remains, very little can 
be done by the Legislators. To approve and 
please the labor vote, more and more private 
functions will have to be transferred to the offi 
cials. So the choice is between complete slavery 
and complete liberty. The time to choose has 
come, or is coming fast 



Conmoi 
sense ma 

FMtS. 



in an essay with the heading 
*' From Freedom to Bondage," which 
serves as an introduction to a collec- 
tion of essays entitled *< A Plea for Liberty ; an 
Argument against Socialism and SociaUstic Leg- 
isiaticm,*' and which appears in the Popular 
Science Monthly for April, Herbert Spencer 
draws attention to some of the ways in which 
common-sense inferences are flatly contradicted 
by facts. For instance, measures token to sup- 
press a book frequently result in an increased 
circulation of it; attempts to prevent osurions 
rates of interest frequently inflict great hard^ps 
upon borrowers, either by making it impossible 
to obtain loans at all, or by oaoaing them to give 
a bonus suflicient to compensate the lender for 
the risk he runs in breaking the law ; frequently 
it is more diflScuH to procure things at the place 
where they are produced than elsewhere. " One 
of the most curious of all is the way in wldch the . 
more things improve the louder become the ex- 
elanuitions about th^ badness.'' When barley 
and rye bread was the chief food of the common 
people, when their clothing comprised hardly 
more than a single garment, and even among the 
gentry a linen shirt was esteemed of sufllcient 
importaace to be specially mentioned in a will, 
when the houses had only one room and no 
chimney, the popular welfare occupied almost no 
space in the public attention. Now, when in 
consequenoe of industrial development the con- 
dition of all classes has immensely improved, 
both outside and inside parliament, '< plans to 



benefit the millions form the leading topics, and 
every one having means is expected to join in 
some i^lanthropic effort.*' 

Thus far Mr. Spencer. After reading the 
essay, one cannot help wondering whether the 
next generation or the next but one will not have 
a chance to observe another fabification of the 
natural common-sense inference in this connec- 
tion. Of coarse, when everybody is trying to 
reform society, when common-sense plans for the 
benefit of humanity, and plans directly the 
reverse of common-sense, are brought forth in the 
greatest abundance, the human race will progress 
towards happiness much more rapidly than when 
hardly any one gave much attention to the sub- 
ject But the truth of this inference depends 
upon whether the plans followed are the right 
ones or not ; and unfortunately men are not sure 
to select the right course of action when several 
are urged upon them. 

The sentiment which has developed most 
rapidly during the last two centuries is unques- 
tionably sympathy with suffering. The contrast 
between the present and the past is strikingly 
shown by recalling that not many generations 
ago a cripple or a hunchback could not mingle 
with a crowd without being hooted at, and per- 
haps kicked or stoned. The sympathy which has 
developed, however, has not yet become discrim- 
inadng. Suffering which has resulted from the 
iU-conduct of the patient frequently excites as 
much sympathy as that resulting from causes 
beyond his control. The first thought with a 
large class of persons on learning that a case of 
suffering exists is, that it ought to be relieved. 
The only reason why any suffering ought not to 
be relieved is that relieving it will cause still 
greater suffering; as giving water to a fever 
patient would, if the old theory oi fever were 
true. That suffering has been self-caused is no 
reason why it ought to be endured, though this 
fact may well have an influence upon the desire 
of a third party to relieve it. If those persons 
whose sympathies are so very active (philanthro- 
pists) were content to relieve the suffering they 
deplore by their personal efforts they would de- 
serve little but praise; they would doubtless 
cause some evil ; but *tao one could comjUn of 
their course. When, however, they insist that 
others shall be compelled to join with them in 
their work, a new kind of evil is introduced. 
The pec^le who administer the compulsory charity 
come to be actuated by quite other than altru- 
istic motives, the quality of charity is deteri- 
orated, so that the good done hardly compensates 
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or the burden imposed upon the self-sustaining 
part of the community. 

It is these persons whose sympathies are more 
developed than their discretion who are largely 
responsible for the wave of Socialism which is 
at present spreading over civilized countries. 
There exists a great deal of misery in the pres- 
ent order, and to these persons it seems evident 
that this misery could be removed by a social 
revolution. The other class eager for a new 
order of things is composed of those who get 
little of this world's goods — some of them, doubt- 
less, less than the amount they contribute to 
production. All these men see in the Govern- 
ment a means accomplishing the changes they 
desire. It is so easy to say, the work of produc- 
ing goods shall be carried on in such a way, and 
the goods when produced shall be distributed so 
and so. The Government is to take possession 
of the means of production, and as labor is one 
of the chief means of production, the Govern- 
ment is to have the direction of labor. All men 
are to work under the direction of the Grovcrn- 
ment, and in turn all men together are to man- 
age the Grovernment The result will be that 
every one will have a fair share of the comforts 
of life, and no one will have a great superabun- 
dance. 

The scheme seems very attractive to many, 
and just at present the world seems inclined 
to give it a trial. Not by any sudden and vio- 
lent revolution, — the advocates of that are, as 
yet, comparatively few, — but every new indus- 
trial enterprise undertaken by government, 
every new regulation or inspection of industry, 
is plainly a move in this direction. And every- 
where a legislature is in session the moves made 
are conspicuous. The results thus far have not 
been very encouraging; regulation and inspec- 
tion seldom secure the benefits aimed at, and 
usually cause unforeseen evils ; while municipal 
government, which more than any other engages 
in industrial enterprises, is the most corrupt and 
debased of all gorernment ; and this it saying a 
great deal. Adrocates of the new order explain 
all this by saying that the Government is corrupt 
simply because it is not sufficiently industrial; 
as soon as it directs and controls all industry it 
will become pure. The world seems willing to 
allow itself to be pursuaded by them, and the 
advance goes on. Still it seems a pity that one 
nation cannot be allowed to try the experiment 
first, and then, if it succeeded, its example 
coald be followed by others ; while, if it failed, 
the others could take warning. Crermany has 



gone further in the direction of Socialism than 
any other nation, and the character of her peo- 
ple seems excellently adapted to such a regime ^ 
why cannot other countries wait and learn from 
the experience of Germany, which is trying the 
experiment under exceptionally favorable con- 
ditions ? 



DIRECT POPULAR LEQISLATION. 

The gross violations of the principles of 
representative government attempted during 
the second session of the Fifty-first Congress 
have directed attention to the defects in our 
system of legislation. The one thing which 
the elections last fall showed beyond cavil 
was that Congress as then constituted did 
not in any sense represent the people, and 
that its will could not harmonize with their 
will. True, the two worst measures contem- 
plated, the Force bill and the Subsidy bill 
were defeated, so that not much was accom- 
plished beyond plundering the Treasury; and 
the people are so accustomed to be plundered 
by Congress that a little matter of $100,000,- 
000 or $200,000,000 more in that line may be 
readily forgotten. But the people are pos- 
sessed by the idea that their will must be 
carried into effect. After the controversy 
regarding Mr. Reed, it may be regarded as 
established that 'in Congress the majority 
must rule, and consequently if the majority 
in Congress doeb not agree with the majority 
in the nation, then the rule is in reality that 
of a minority. It seems as if the average 
man ought to be able to comprehend this, not- 
withstanding the politicians. There are the 
two bodies, Congress and the nation, and the 
majority and the minority in each. If the ma- 
jority in the former carries out the will of 
the minority in the latter, the conclusion 
seems sufficiently obvious. 

This Government might have been consti 
tuted on the theory that the people should 
have simply the privilege of choosing their 
rulers, and that the will of Congress should 
be supreme. In fact, however, the theory is 
that tiie will of the people shall be supreme, 
and that Congressmen are simply chosen to 
carry their will into effect. TWs Congress 
does not do very well, and the will of the peo- 
ple frequently fails to be accomplished for 
lack of suitable machinery for ascertaining it 
and carrying it into effect. Accordingly 
attempts have been made to devise some 
method of direct legislation by the people. 
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In local matters, as on the question of licens- 
ing, this kind of legislation is common, and 
in amendments to State constitutions; or in 
adopting new ones, many of which contain a 
good deal of legislation, and also when an 
amendment to the Federal Constitution is 
voted on. But the last occurs very rarely. 

The ohjections to incorporating much legis- 
lation in constitutions are ohvious and grave. 
It is important that the distinction between 
constitutional and statute law be kept clear. 
Moreover it is desirable that the general out- 
lines of the form of government should be 
as stable as possible. But if these outlines 
are contained in the same instrument as 
matters about which public sentiment changes 
from time to time, much of this stability will 
be lost. 

In the ancient republics, before representa- 
tive assemblies were thought of, all legislative 
power rested directly with the people. Ac 
cording to Mr. Bryce, ^' the first reappearance 
in modern Europe of the scheme of direct 
legislation by the people is the provision in 
the French constitution framed by the Na- 
tional Convention in 1793, which directs that 
any law proposed by the legislative body shall 
be published, and sent to all the comnmues 
of the Republic, whose primary assemblies 
riiall be convoked to vote upon it in case ob- 
jections have been raised by one tenth of 
these primary assemblies in a majority of the 
departments." In Switzerland, also in some 
of the smaller cantons, it is provided that 
the people may veto a measure passed by the 
council, a vote being forced by the petition of 
a certain number of citizens. The veto has, 
however, given way to a modification of it 
known as the Referendum. In every canton 
but one the right of the people to have all im- 
portant legislation referred to them for con- 
firmation or rejection has been established by 
law. Laws passed by the Federal Assembly 
have also to go through the ordeal of a 
popular vote, upon the demand of 30,000 
qualified Swiss citizens or of eight cantons. 

It is perfectly plain that the people as a 
whole cannot execute the laws, and when 
representative government was first intro- 
duced it was impossible for them to assemble 
together and discuss the new measures neces- 
saiy to be passed. Now, however, a measure 
can be discussed simultaneously over a whole 
continent, and the result of the discussion be 
made known in a few days. There is abso- 



lutely no reason why the people should not 
have submitted to them every public measure 
of importance. The experience of this coun- 
try during its national existence has produced 
a distrust of Legislatures, State and national, 
especially the former, as is evinced by the 
restrictions placed upon the powers of the 
legislators by many of the newer State con- 
stitutions. Of course Congress and State Leg- 
islatures would not be abolished under this 
scheme; they might have final action on un- 
important measures, such as private pension 
bills and stage costumes, and they would 
perhaps be useful in bringing the more im- 
portant measures into shape. The working 
of the Referendum in Switzerland has been to 
diminish party spirit; and that would be a 
most desirable result here. Measures rather 
than men would have to receive attention in 
a ciimpaign. Personal gossip and scandal 
would be greatly diminished, and there would 
be less templation to rich corporations to 
coriiipt legislators. The people would take 
more interest in public measures than they 
do now, with advantage both to themselves 
and to the measures. In the days of Aris- 
tophanes, Greece presented the spectacle of a 
country dying from too much interest being 
taken by its citizens in public affairs and too 
little in private business. In this country 
the reverse obtains; too much interest is 
taken in private business and too little in 
public affairs and the doings of public bodies. 
Anything which would tend to correct this is 
greatly to be sought for. The greatest gain, 
however, would be in saving us from the tide 
of over-lci^islation, with which we are deluged. 
Of the 20,000 bills introduced into the last 
Congress only 2,186 became laws; the people 
would not have passed over 200 of them, and 
those not for several years. The gain in this 
w*ay would have been incalculable. 



THE INTERNATIONAL ASPECT OP THE 
NEW ORLEANS OUTBREAK. 

The recent experience of New Orleans in 
mob violence opens up the vexed question of 
the rights of aliens to the protection of the 
country in which they are domiciled for the 
time being. From being a municipal ques- 
tion affecting New Orleans primarily and the 
body politic indirectly, the mob violence of a 
few days ago assumes the importance of an 
international episode in which the parties to 
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the dispute are the Italian Government and 
the United States. 

In the first place, it will he hest to state the 
Law of Nations regarding injuries to aliens 
inflicted hy moh violence, and then to state 
the specific cases in which such international 
rulings were applied. 

«*Tlie State/' nays Mr. GaWo, "is not only 
obliged to maintain peace and justice among the di- 
Terse members of the society of which it is the 
organ, it must take especial care that all those 
placed under its authority shall injure neither the 
goTemment nor the citixens of another country. . . . 
In its application, this principle cannot be said to be 
abM>lute, for there are exceptions inherent in the 
very nature of the things ; for there are certain facts, 
certain prirate acts, that the most vigilant exercise 
of authority cannot prevent, and that the most care- 
ful legislation on the subject is not always able to 
prevent or to repress. All that other nations can ask 
of a government is that it shall be absloutely impar- 
tial ; that it shall require its subjects to fulfil their 
international obligations by all the means in its 
power; that it shall not let such violations go un- 
punished, and finally, that it shall act in good faith, 
and in conformity with the precepts of national law ; 
to ask more of a government would be to elevate 
private injury to the height of a public offence, and to 
impute to an entire nation the fault.of oneof its 
members." 

Under the section on the extent of national 
responsibility, the same authority lays it 
down that 

" The reponsibility of governments toward aliens 
cannot be greater than the responsibility which the 
same governments assume in regard to their own 
citizens. It cannot be asserted for a moment that 
the rights of hospitality can limit the rights of a 
government to use all legal means for self-preserva- 
tion ; or that aliens can obtain a privileged position 
in the state compared with the natural citizens 
thereof." [Le Droit Intematiunal III., pages 133- 
138.] 

When a government in the case of an in- 
surrection or other civil commotion is unable 
for the time being to control the actions of its 
citizens, it is an international axiom that the 
residents or private cilizens have no claim 
for compensation for any and all injuries 
which they may have suffered. 

In American commotions, however, Euro- 
pean governments fail to see the binding force 
of the above axiom as clearly as in their own 
cases: ** The rule that they have tried to im- 
pose on American States in more than one 
case is that aliens merit more consideration 
. . . than is accorded by the nations in ques- 
tion to their own subjects." 



The whole problem resolves itself, accord- 
ing to Mr. Calvo, into the question: **Are 
or are not governments responsible for the 
loss and injury suffered by aliens in times of 
internal commotion or civil war? This 
question has been discussed for many years, 
but has been finally answered in the nega- 
tive." To answer the question in the afiirm- 
ative would be to divest a nation of its inde- 
pendence in internal matters and to grant to 
any and every foreign nation, strong enough 
to enforce its demands, a species of concur- 
rent jurisdiction in matters of the greatest 
importance to the peace and prosperity of the 
granting power. 

In the citations from Mr. Calvo, the term 
civil commotion and like phrases are used; 
but the distinction between an outbreak, a 
riot, and an insurrection on a small scale is 
very hard to draw, and when drawn it is of 
no immediate importance to the prei>ent case, 
as will shortly appear. 

Ill 1850, 51 Cuba was invaded by I^opez and 
his partisans. The Spanish authorities quickly 
put down the insurrection, and shot some fifty 
of the American filibusters who fell into their 
hands. The news of the execution produced 
such an excitement in New Orleans that the 
mob arose, bloodtthed followed, and the Span- 
ish fiag and residence of the Spanish con>ul 
was outraged. From this simple statement it 
is at once seen that a strong similarity exists 
between the Italian and Spanish case of forty 
years ago, but an exact parallel does not at 
all present itself. To the claim of damages 
at once instituted by the Spanish government, 
Mr. Webster, then Secretary of State, replied: 

' * The assembling of mobs happens in all countries ; 
popular violences occasionally break out every- 
where, setting law at defiance, trampling on the 
rights of citizens and private men. ... In these 
cases public faith and national honor require not 
only that such outrages should be disavowed but 
also that the perpetrators of them should be pun- 
ished wherever it is possible to bring them to jus- 
tice; and, further, that full satisfaction should be 
made in cases in which a duty to that effect rests 
with the Government, according to the general prin- 
ciples of law, public faith, and the obligations of 
treaties.^' The consul, Mr. Webster states, is enti- 
tled to indemnification as a public officer, but the 
rights of public officers " are quite different from 
those of the Spanish subjects who have come into 
the country to mingle with our own citizens, and 
here to pursue their private business and objects. 
The former may claim special indemnity ; the latter 
is entitled to such protection as is afforded to our 
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very adequate reason for oar high railroad 
fares: — 

''The first obvious reason for the difference in 
passenger fares is a difference in the kind of service 
rendered. Continental Europe pays two thirds as 
much as America or England and gets an inferior 
article. India pays still less and gets still less. The 
difference is seen both in quality and in quantity of 
service. In India, express trains rarely run at a 
greater speed than twenty-five miles an hour. In 
Germany and France, their speed ranges from 
twenty-five to thirty-five miles an hour, and only in 
exceptional instaiices is more than forty miles an 
hour. In the United States and in England, the 
jnaximum speed rises as high as fifty, or, in excep- 
tional instances, sixty miles an hour. With regard 
to the comfort of the cars in different countries, 
there is more room for difference of opinion ; there 
can be no doubt that the average traveller in the 
United States, or even in the English third>olass 
car, fares better than he would in the corresponding 
class on contin«*ntal railroads, and infinitely better 
than the bulk of travellers in British India. Ko 
rates, however low, would induce an American to 
be content with Austrian third-class accommoda- 
tion, or to tolerate that which is furnished the 
average Hindoo traveller. 

'* There is a second reason, of even greater impor- 
tance, though it is less obvious at first sight. This 
is the difference in the number of trains. Taking 
into account density of population and amount of 
travel, Europe has more trains than India, and 
America or England more than Continental Europe. 
If there are five hundred travellers daily who wish 
to use a certain line in India, the authorities give 
them but one or two trains a day. They are tl^us 
able to secure very large train loads ; and as the 
train rather than the passenger is the unit for 
many items of expense, the sacrifice of public con- 
venience in the matter of hours of travel is a soutoe 
of economy for the railroad. For a given number of 
people who can use railroads, Austria provides more 
trains than India, Germany more than Austria, 
England more than Germany, and the United States 
more than England. Each concession to the public 
convenience in this matter involves a loss which 
must be paid for somewhere." 

Two very good reasons are also given why 
our railroad men cannot give us cheap senrioe 
as well as plenty of it : '* fir^t, because it is not 
certain that low rates would be followed by 
greatly increased travel ; second, because such 
increased travel would not be so economical to 
handle in America as it is in Europe." 

The Professor also shows why the Hungarian 
** zone system " can never be adopted here. 

Thb Aukna (April).— Crooiked Taxation is 
considered by Thomas G. Shearman as a term 
far more accurate and applicable to what it is 
intended to define than the more usual term, 
** indirect taxation," which sounds m'^re pleas- 



ant to the sensitive ear, and Is less suggestive 
of fraud, oppression, and inequality. 

The tendencies of indirect taxation, are shown 
to be evil in the extreme, aiding the rich at the 
expense of the poor, removing all checks upon the 
extravagance of Government, complicating the 
business of the country, and promoting bribery 
and corruption. Some interesting statistics are 
given, showing how the burdens of taxation are 
divided, and how unjust the division is when 
compared with the Incomes of the various classes 
who are called upon to contribute their supposed 
share. 

The following paragraph, which concludes the 
article, gives in round numbeis the saving that 
would result from direct taxation, and the ben- 
efits in general to be derived therefrom : — 

Under direct taxation, the tax burden of the 
American people would have fallen, in 1880, from 
over $1,350,000,000 to less than 9600,000,000; be- 
cause that sum would have paid for all the cost of 
Government. Production would have increased at 
least twenty-five per cent. The national savings 
would have increased far more. The laboring 
masses could have saved $1,200,000,000, instead of 
$250,000,000. But all this is just as true now. The 
abolition of crooked taxation to-day would diminish 
our burdens more than half. It would multiply the 
savings of the masses mote tlian threefold, while 
allowing them to spend much more than they do 
now. The rich would continue to grow richer, as it 
is desirable that they should ; but the poor would 
become comparatively rich. Many reforms are 
needed in this favored republic, but none can 
compare in importance or in far-reaching effects 
with this: let crooked taxation be utterly de- 
stroyed. 

In Popular Leaders Past and Present^ E. P. 
Powell writes of Alexander Hamilton, criticis- 
ing Prof. Bryce*s statement in his ^'American 
Ck)mmon wealth,** in which Hamilton is said to be 
to Europeans the most interesting character in 
our early history, and that his countrymen have 
never fully appreciated him. 

Prof. J. R. Buchanan's NationalizaUon of the 
Ztand, which appeared in the March ''Arena," is 
continued in thU number. Natiowiliam y. 
Individualism is the title of the ** No-Name 
paper.** The writer criticises Mr. Hamlin €rar- 
land*s recent article ** A New Declaration of 
Rights,** and declares that what Mr. Garland 
describes as individualism Is socialism, and that 
his idea of socialism is nothing more or less than 
individualism. 



Owing to the continued illness of the editor To- 
Day unit appear fortnightly instead of weekly^ 
until further notice* 
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AMERICANA. 

Here is the story of an incident during the 
last all-niglit session of the House which bears 
on its face many marks of verity, not the least 
a uong which is the appropriation of >ome of 
the conversation direct fh>m the pages of the 
Congressional Record, About five o'clock in the 
morning, when the House was In a reckless 
mood, ready either to fight or to have fun, a 
member who had been indulging freely in the 
hospitalities of the cloak-room came unsteadily 
down toward the bar of the House, and said, — 

•* Mlsht Speak." 

The Speaker turned to see who it was that 
addressed him. He smiled, and then recognized 
the member. 

*' Mlsht Speak, I rlsesh to parl'ment Inquiries." 

** The gentleman can rise to only one parlla- 
mentiiry Inquiry at a time." 

The member with the inquiry on his mind 
looked at the Speaker with glazed fishy eyes for 
a moment and then sat down to consider the 
iiitaation. After pondering it for a few mlnutef , 
he appeared to have solved the Speaker's mean- 
ing and rose again. He got up slowly, as one 
who lifts a great burden, swaying from side to 
side as he stood on his feet and held on to the 
desks for support. 

*< Misht Speak, lilsht Speak, I risash to parl- 
'ment 'nqulry ! " he ezelaimed thickly and with 
difldculty. 

**The gentleman will state his parliamentary 
inquiry," said the Speaker. 

*» Misht Speak, m' 'parlment 'nquiry thish : Ten 
days ago — " 

Here he forgot what he was going to say, and 
stood mote but not motionless. He swayed. 
He gazed at the Speaker with a hopeless look In 
his eyes, and wavered backward and forward. 
The Speaker waited a full minute for him to 
continue, and seeing that he could not, he looked 
down on him wUh an amused air, and said in his 
dryeat tones, — 

'*The genti^nan Is out of (nrder: 'ten days 
mg/& ' is not a parliamentary inquiry." 

The House roared as the member with the 
inquiring turn collapsed into his chair, more 
bopeless and helpless than ever. — ^a^^imore 
Herald. 

Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars a year 
is a little too much to pay for a falsified Con- 
gressional Record. — Courier-Journal. 

The Fr^ident says *' A navy is the best guar- 
antee against war; it is insurance." What the 
navy needs just now is accident insurance. — 
JF^hiladelphia Record. 



Under the head of Motions and Resolutions, 
Senator Smith, of Detroit, oflTered the following 
verses, which he asked to be spread on the 
Journal : — 

[Dedicated to the First Senatorial District] • 

Once on a time, 't was long ago, 

When earth was filled with strife and woe, 

When superstition covered all 

That sea-girt island like a pall. 

An angle blest, in human form, 

Through forest drear and ocean*s storm, 

Saw an emerald island lying thei*e. 

Of all old ocean's gems most rare. 

And peopled with a noble race 

Who knew naught of tlie Prince of Peace. 

His heart was filkd with holy ze^, 

That he might all their sorrows heal ; 

His soul was filled with heavenly fire. 

To lift them from the bogs and mire 

Of pagan rite», and altars red 

With human blood. To them he sped. 

He left his pleasant, cloistered cell ; 

He left the friends he loved so well ; 

He traversed land, he sailed the sea. 

This island's people to make free. 

These simple folk the debt t« pay 

Each year keep green St Patrick's Day. 

At the coQciuston of the reading a half a 
dozen members demanded an explanation. 

Senator Smith arose, and spoke as follows : ~ 

••There Is a special propriety this day in hav- 
ing these verses spread on the Journal. They 
are dedicated to my constituents. The district 
I have the honor to represent is eminently Amer* 
lean, because it is truly cosmopolitan. Among 
the foremost citizens are Americans to the man- 
ner bom. It afibrds a home to the sturdy sons 
of Germany. It is proud of its members ot the 
I^orman race. It reckons among its best repre- 
sentatives tlie persecuted sons of Poland. And 
all these are true types of good American citi« 
zens. But my district also has the good fortune 
to have among its foremost and best representa- 
tives sons of the Emerald Isle, who, because of 
their devotion to their adopted country, love 
their native land the more. And in their name, 
I move that the verses be spread on the 
Journal." 

And so it was ordered. 

Senator Wheeler followed with a resolution 
*' That the Senate do now adjourn, that we may 
do proper honor to St. Patrick, a saint whom 
not only Ireland and her sons delight to honor 
but all the world." 

This was adopted by a yea-and-nay vote — ^yeas, 
17 ; nays, 7. — Lf^gislatioe Report. Detroit Free 
Press. 
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LEGISLATIVE. 

Massachusetts. — The Hoase defeated the 
bill providing that no minor ander eighteen 
years, and no woman, shall work over fifty-eight 
hours a week in any manufacturing establish- 
ment. The Senate rejected the bill regulating 
the hours of labor of tour workers in paper 
mills. 

New IJampshire.— Among the bills passed 
by both Houses are : the bill making Labor Day 
a legal holiday ; the bill making Election Day a 
legal holiday ; and the bill providing that every 
corporation issuing certificates whereby mem- 
bers become entitled to receive money or other 
benefits shall annually report to the Insurance 
commissioner showing its financial standing, the 
amount of Its Income, the manner of Its dis- 
bursements, etc. 

The local option license bill, the bill abolish- 
ing capital punishment, and the bill regulating 
express and telephone charges were defeated. 



Wisconsin. — The Senate passed the bill 
regulating the speed of railroad trains In cities 
and villages, and the bill for the punishment of 
habitual criminals, which provides that criminals 
shall not be released from prison at the expira- 
tion of their sentences unless the authorities 
think proper. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
providing for speaking-tubes and electric bells In 
factories; preventing deception In the sale of 



cheese ; taxing telephone companies 21 per cent 
of their gross earnings; prohibiting 'the use of 
Imitation dairy products without advertising the 
fact; and providing for the election of United 
States Senators by popular vote. The uniform 
text-book bill was defeated. 

The compulsory education bill, providing that 
children between the ages of seven and thirteen 
years shall attend school twelve weeks In a year, 
has passed both Houses. 



Minnesota. — Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are: providing for the assessment and 
taxation of telegraph and telephone lines ; peti- 
tioning Congress for the establishment of a 
postal telegraph; providing for milk Inspection; 
compelling the Chicago and St. Paul Railroad to 
stop at a certain station; creating the railroad 
and warehouse commission ; and regulating com- 
mon carriers; preventing pools and combina- 
tions to restrict competition In food products ; 
and making It a misdemeanor for " any female 
person " to appear upon the stage or platform In 
tights, or be dressed In any manner which makes 
the shape and form of the "nether limbs" 
visible. The bill prohibiting the sale of mileage 
tickets at a discount by railroads was defeated. 

Among the bills passed by the House are : 
regulating the labor of railway employees; 
establishing farmers* Institutes ; regulating build- 
ing associations ; providing for a commission to 
Investigate the Torrens land-transfer system; 
requiring candidates to file statements of 
moneys received and expended with certain 
officials ; prohibiting pools and combinations to 
regulate the price of oil, lumber, coal, grain, etc. ; 
and providing that all lands granted hereafter 
to any railroad company shall be assessed and 
taxed as other lands are taxed In the State, ex- 
cept such parts of said lands as are held, used, 
or occupied for right of way, gravel-pits, side- 
tracks, depots, and all buildings and structures 
which are necessarily used In the actual manage- 
ment and operation of the railroads of said 
companies. 

The House defeated the Senate bill which pro- 
vided that **all articles, editorials, Items, and 
written accounts printed or published in any 
pamphlet, periodical, magazine, newspaper, 
sheet, circular, or handbill which shall therein 
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purport to relate, state, describe, or give an ac- 
count of or give intelligence of any political, 
official, personal, or social act, writing, or speech 
of any human being, living or^dead, reflecting in 
any way upon such person's character, shall be 
subscribed by the full name of the person or 
persons who shall have written, composed, in- 
dited, or prepared for such publication such 
article, editorial, item, or written account.** 



Nebraska. — The House passed the bill pro- 
viding that a national flag shall be placed over 
every school-house, the bill empowering the 
board of transportation to regulate express com- 
panies, and the bill authorizing the appointment 
of police matrons in cities having over 15,000 in- 
habitants. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are: 
requiring corporations to publish annually the 
amount of their capital stock; making eight 
hours a day's labor ; compelling railroad compa- 
nies to name stations after the towns in which 
they are located; providing for punishing in- 
tringement of labor-unions' labels; requiring 
railroads to equip engines and cars with auto- 
matic couplers ; punishing the selling of liquor to 
Indians ; regulating the catching of flsh in Mis- 
souri River; and punishing paities found in 
houses of ill-fame. The bill appropriating 9 100,- 
000 for the support of farmers in distress was 
defeated. 

The bill flxing the maximum railroad rates has 
been vetoed by the governor. 

The Legislature has adjourned. 



Arkansas. — Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are : prohibiting the giving of a mortgage 
on prospective or planted crops ; providing for 
inspection of oils and liquids in cities of flrst 
^and second class ; adding to legal holidays the 
birthdays of Washington and Lee, and Thanks- 
giving day; compelling railroads to ditch and 
'drain their right of way; requiring prompt 
'delivery of telegraph messages ; prohibiting the 
'bringing into the State of private police or 
-armed detectives by private parties ; and requir- 
ing a poll-tax receipt as a prerequisite of voting. 
The separate coach bill was amended so a« to per- 
"mit railroads to put in partitions in the cars, and 
to huddle the races together in case of wrecks. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
pensioning disabled confederate soldiers and 
their widows ; repealing the act prohibiting the 
exportation of flsh and game; protecting ciil- 
«eDS from frauds of venders of patents and patent 
rights ; compelling railroads to drain their road- 
beds ; requiring railroad!^ to put up bulletin boards 
«t their telegraph stations giving the time of 



arrival and departure of passenger trains ; requir- 
ing insurance companies to execute a f 20 000 
bond before doing business in the State ; prohib- 
iting the building of barbod-wlre fences without 
timbers at the top ; limiting the time of service 
of Jurors to four weeks ; taking the license off 
pedlers in farm products and merchandise ex- 
changed for farm products; and favoring the 
election of President, Vice-President and Sen- 
ators by x>opuUir vote. 
The Legislature has adjourned. 



Tennessee. — The Senate paused the bill 
compelling foreign building and loan associa- 
tions to deposit from 925,0< to $50,000, accord- 
ing to the capital stock, and taxing each $50 a 
year; and the bill preventing trusts and pools 
for the purpose of controlling prices. 

The House passed the bill providing for a 
board of examiners and regulating the practice 
of dentistry, and the bill making it unlawful to 
keep barber-shops open Sundays. The bill pro- 
hibiting the running of freight train<< on Sunday, 
and the bill making unbelievers competent wit- 
nesses were defeated. 



The law for the regulation of immigration 
that was adopted by Congress Just l>«'fore ad- 
journment gives the rules that are to be enforced 
at all ports by the agents appointed since the 
Federal Government took control of immigration 
last year. It reaffirms the laws previounly 
enacted for the exclusion of lunatics, felons, 
paupers, polygamlsts, contract laborers, assisted 
immigrants, and persons with contagious dis- 
eases. It provides for the more vigorous en- 
forcement of the alien contract-labor law of 
1885. It declares that immigrants coming here 
through the solicitation of advertising agents in 
Europe shall be treated as violators of the law; 
and it prohibits steamship and transporta ion 
companies from encouraging immigration to this 
country. It provides that the names and 
nationality of all Immigrants shall bo report<d 
on their arrival, and that immigrants shall be 
promptly inspected by authorized agents era- 
powered to decide upon their right to land. It 
provides that State and municipal authorities 
may exercise such jurisdiction over Immigrant 
stations as may be necessary for the public 
peace. It provides that all immigrants who 
come In violation of law shall be immediately 
sent back on the ship that brought them here; 
but, should that be impracticable, they may be 
returned at any time within a year after their 
arrival. Any alien who may become a public 
charge during his flrst year here shall be sent 
back to the country from which he came. 
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The Kentucky Ck>n8titutlonal Convention has 
adjonroed. It has cost the State f 200,000, hav- 
ing been in session one hundred and ninety-nine 
days. The principal changes are as follows : — 

The Bill of Rights provides that no grant of ex- 
clusive privileges shall be made except for public 
services; that no property shall be exempt from the 
taxation except as provided in the constitution ; that 
every franchise shall be subject to amendment and 
revQpation specifically allows the passage of a 
compulsory education law, and forbids involuntary 
servitude except for crime. 

The constitution forbids armed persons to be 
brought into the State except upon application by 
the Oeneral Assembly, revokes all lottery charters 
and prohibits such privileges. Legislative sessions 
are limited to sixty days, and all special laws pro- 
hibited where general laws can govern, and upon 
many, special law is prohibited. An official secret 
ballot is provided for, with provisions modelled after 
the Australian system, to prevent bribery. 

School money must be distributed to white and 
negro alike, and separate schools for the races main- 
tained. 

The Ohio Legislature passed a bill preventing 
the employment of persons under fourteen years 
of age, and defeated the bill prohibiting the 
bringing of detectives into the State to do police 
or military duty. 



The French Chamber has rejected an amend- 
ment to the law providing for one day of rest in 
seven, designating Sunday as the legal day of 
rest. 

It appears, from a question asied in the English 
House of Commons, that it is the duty of the 
police to watch men partly drunk to see if they 
are served or not in the public-houses they enter. 



The motion in the British House of Commons 
against allowing the opium traffic in India was 
carried by a large majority, and the government 
leader asked the House to compensate the Indian 
Revenue Department for the deficit entailed by 
the loss of the duties on opium. 



A bill has been passed by the Hungarian Diet 
providing for the observance of Sunday as a 
legal day of rest, with the exception of necessary 
labor which may be pursued under the authority 
of the minister. 



The Medical Department of the Russian Min- 
istry of the Interior has issued a price-list for 
medicines by which the prices of seventy-four 
staple drugs have been reduced to a very low 
rate. Druggists charging higher prices are 
liable to a heavy fine. 



In the delate on the Trades Regulation Bill in 
the Reichstag, the Socialists moved that the 
maximum work-day be immediately fixed at ten 
hours; that the maximum be reduced to nine 
hours in 1894, and to eight hours in 1898, and 
that eight hours be immediately adopted as the 
maximum for underground and continuous 
labor. 

Pursuant to the policy adopted in the Reichs- 
tag, occupations involving human labor are to 
be discontinued on Sunday, except in certain 
special cases. A resolution of the Assembly 
requests the Imperial Chancellor to communicate 
with the different federal governments for the 
purpose of securing the uniform restriction of 
Sunday railway traffic throughout Germany to 
the conveyance of passengers only; and the 
Emperor is authorized to extend the obligatory 
cessation of work to other employments than 
those requiring purely manual labor. No shops 
are to remain open on Sunday more than five 
hours, and the municipal authorities are em- 
powered to restrict the time still further. 



JUDICIAL. 
Judge Lacombe, of the United States Circuit 
Court at New York, has granted an injunction in 
favor of the plaintiffs in the case of The National 
Typographic Company et at v. The New York 
Typograph Company et oZ., restraining the 
defendants from making or using automatic 
type-printing machines, which the plaintifb 
assert infringe on the Mergenthaler patents. 
Judge Lacombe said : *' That the ibachines man- 
ufactured and sold by the defendants may be 
lighter, smaller, and cheaper, more easily oper- 
ated and more efficient; that they nuiy be a 
decided improvement on the Mergenthaler 
machine, and may as such commend themselves 
more readily to the public ; that they are them- 
selves patented, and that if put in open compe- 
tition with the earlier machines they would 
prove more attractive to purchasers and users, — 
each of which points is pressed with great f oroe 
by the defendants, ~ is wholly Immaterial, if the 
complainants' main contention is a sound one, 
viz., that the Mergenthaler ' linotype' is covered 
by a foundation patent ; that it embodies a com- 
bination wholly new in the printing art, which 
marks the first great step in advance taken for 
over four hundred years, and which, though 
susceptible, as all new foundation patents are, 
of subsequent improvement, has yet demon- 
strated its ability practically and efficiently ot 
perform the work which it was designed to do. 
• . . Some of the advantages secured by the 
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Mergenthaler machine had existed separately 
before, but all of them could not and did not 
exist until some one made the combination which 
lies at the foundation of that machine. JVhen 
that was once made the way was open for a new 
departure in the printers* art.*' 



The New York Court of Appeals has reversed 
a judgment on account of the action of a Brook- 
lyn judge in permitting the counsel for the 
plaintiff too much latitude In summing up the 
case. The correctness of the trial in all other 
respects is unquestionable, but the Court held 
that It was impossible to say that the amount of 
the Terdict was not augmented by reason of the 
appeal to the passions and prejudices of the jury. 
From the New York Sun we gather that 

" the suit was brought against the Brooklyn Ele- 
vated Railroad Company, to recover damages for the 
iaterferenoe caused by the erection of the defend- 
ant's structure, with the rights of the plaintiff as an 
abutting property-owner, upon the line of the rail- 
road. In summing up, the counsel^for the plaintiff 
called the attention of the jury to ' the utter disre- 
gard of the rights of the private citizen by corpora- 
tions.' He then read an article from a New York 
newspaper, entitled Only a Boy Pedler. This 
article described the death of 'a little fellow 
fifteen years old, a Boumanian, a stranger in this 
great city, selling collar buttons and pocket combs 
from a modest tray, to help support his mother and 
eight brothers and sisters.' The boy was killed, 
according to the article, by touching an electric wire 
which had been left swinging for months from a 
pole in the street ; and after denouncing the neglect 
of the New York officials to have the wires buried, 
the writer concluded by saying : ' It is shameful that 
where such perils are in question there should be 
procrastination, shiftlessness, and incompetency, 
which would not be tolerated in a private busi- 
ness.' " 

The Court of Appeals, while holding that the 
right of counsel to address the jury upon the 
facts, and upon all matters relevant to the case, is 
of public as well as private importance, declares 
that the privilege of counsel does not justify the 
introduction of irrelevant matter, and that the 
newspaper article. Only a Boy Pedler, could have 
been read for no purpose except to inflame the 
jury against corporations, and lead them, under 
the influence of anger, to award liberal damages 
to the plaintiff. 



Judge Altgeld, of Chicago, has decided that a 
wife can maintain a civil suit for damages 
against her husband. The decision grew out of 
the suit of Mary F. Williams against her hus- 
band, Aaron Williams, for $29,000 damages for 
slander. They were married in 1889, but, living 



unhappily, separated after a few months, the 
wife being given some property to live upon, and 
she released all claims upon Mr. Williams. 
After the separation, however, Mrs. Williams 
claimed her husband had circulated scandalous 
stories about her, and on these statements she 
began her slander suit. The case came before 
Judge Altgeld upon a demurrer of the wife's 
attorney. W illiams's contention was that action 
could only be maintained by a wife against 
her husband when her property rights' were 
involved. In sustaining the wife's demurrer. 
Judge Altgeld said: **The idea is monstrous, 
that a man can pound his wife to a jelly and yet 
not be held liable for damages in a civil action 
brought by her ; and I cannot listen to any such 
i^^asoning by any court, no matter how high." 



According to a decision of the Virginia Court 
of Appeals, no railroad can lay its tracks within 
sixty feet of the dwelling of any person who 
objects. If the tracks are down, the person who 
is injured thereby can demand and recover dam- 
ages. 

The Indiana Supreme Court has decided that, 
where candidates for office receive an equal num- 
ber of votes, the election may be determined by 
lot. 

The organized printers of Indiana succeeded in 
having a State printing board created, but failed 
in having the board composed of printers or 
members of their International Union. 



A correspondent of the New York Worlds 
writing from Galway, Ireland, says that in all 
the coast parishes where relief works are car- 
ried on by the government men are getting 
twenty-six cents, women, twenty cents, and 
little girls and boys, sixteen. All work under 
the eye of a policeman. Upon the relief from 
the Balfour fund, which is very small, many 
limitations are placed. No family is eligible to 
relief if it has an able-bodied man, or a boy over 
fourteen, or which is in receipt of a shilling a 
week from the poor-law guardians. Nothing 
can be given to families holding less than a 
quarter of an acre of ground. In regard to the 
importation of seed potatoes from Scotland, the 
correspondent writes: — 

*' As in all government business, the price paid is 
enormous. The government charges the potatoes 
to the local poor-law guardians, who sell them on 
credit to the peasants, and these poor fellows aie 
already overburdened with debt to the shopkeepers. 
These potatoes in the Clifden Union cost the peo- 
ple about two cents a pound, and they are terrified 
to have this new debt hanging over them." 
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An adverse decision has been rendered by 
Secretary Noble on the question of the California 
Commnnists' title to the land on which the Ka^ 
weah Co-operatlTe Colony is settled. The secre- 
tary finds that the lands for which they made 
application to perfect forty-three entries were 
reserved by Congress for the Sequoia National 
Park by the acts within of Sept. 25 and Oct. 1, 
1890. and although the colonists made filings on 
the lands five years prevlonsly, their entries were 
invalidated by information of alleged frauds, and 
that it was competent for Congress to reserve 
this land It is estimated that the colonists 
have spent in the construction of public roads and 
other improvements about $100,000, and, while 
the secretary's decision may result in hardship to 
the colonists, any relief to them must come 
through Congressional action. 



The United States Express Company has re- 
cently issued an order providing for the collec- 
tion of portraits of all employees of the com- 
pany, with a description of their personal 
appearance. The employees number 10,000, or 
more. Employees will also be compelled to fur- 
nish bonds to secure the company against loss. 
Heretofore, the employees have obtained individ- 
ual bondsmen, but now the company has its own 
bonding system, and the men are to provide the 
indemnity fund. Employees may be discharged 
without notice. No attempt has yet been made 
to enforce the new order, which Is opposed by 
the men, but It is certain to be carried out. A 
strike is probable. 



The freight handlers of Boston want the 
State to assist workingmen in acquiring homes. 
They have prepared a bill for introduction in the 
Legislature providing for the collection of in- 
formation regarding tenements and land held for 
speculation. In the preamble they say : ~ 

The nndersigned petitioners, citizens of Boston, 
respectfully represent that, as many millions of feet 
of land are controlled and held in this city and 
vicinity by land companies, land syndicates, and 
land corporations for speculative and other pui^ 
poses, which we believe to be contrary to the general 
Interest of the public and retogressive to the wel- 
fare of the community, We, believing that Boston 
is rapidly becoming a city of tenants, rather than a 
city of homes, and that life in many of these tene- 
ments is not conducive to health, morals, or good 
citizenship, pray that steps be taken to protect 
the families of honest, industrious wage-workers 
from the blighting and contaminating influences 
common to the congested condition of tenement dis- 
tricts in certain large cities. Land companies should 
pot be permitted to control all the available home- 



stead sites in the suburbs of Boston, and hold and 
manipulate such sites until the price is beyond the 
means of the working masses. 



The following circular has been issued by the 
secretary of the Knights of Labor : — 

The superintendent of census has just issued a cir- 
cular to all labor organizations soliciting answers to 
a series of questions. Believing that this action is 
beyond the scope of legitimate investigation, and is 
wholly unwarranted, we recommend secretaries of 
district, State, and local assemblies to refuse the 
desired information. The superintendent requests 
the names and addresses of the officers of the local 
assemblies of this order, and we do not desire that 
these should be published by the census depart- 
ment. 

A remarkable meeting took place recently at 
New York: Thirty-five hundred journeymen 
painters who want a reduction of the hours of 
work without a reduction of wages, and the mas- 
ter painters who are willing to allow their em- 
ployees to work as few hours as they like, but 
with a corresponding decrease in pay, met in 
Cooper Union for the purpose of discussing their 
differences and sustaining their respective sides 
by argument. There were six speakers, three on 
each side. 



It is almost certain that all the bituminous 
coal-miners of Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Vir- 
ginia, Indiana, and Illinois will strike on May 1, 
to enforce the eight-hour demand. Seventy-five 
thousand miners will stop work, directly affect- 
ing 500,000 people. 



Manufacturers throughout Germany are form- 
ing associations to resist the labor organizations. 



At Bradford, England, the police and military 
attempted to disperse a meeting of strikers, and 
a riot ensued ; many were injured. 



An Agricultural Laborers' Union has been 
formed in Hungary, with the object of abolish- 
ing the titles paid to land-owners. 



A German labor editor was fined recently f o^ 
publishing the list of workmen killed in a mine 
disaster alongside of the amount distributed as 
dividends among the owners of the mines. 



The entire weekly edition of a labor paper in 
Vienna has been confiscated by the police, be- 
cause It printed an appeal calling for *' shoes for 
the striking shoemakersi" 
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The authorities of Canton Zurich, Switzer- 
land, have passed a bill providing that all con- 
tractors doing work for the government must 
share promts with their workmen, and have 
disputes settled by arbitration through the 
courts. 

The girls employed In the big stores of Lon- 
don get higher wages than those In the New 
York stores. The hours are shorter in London, 
and the work lighter. But the girls in the lx>n- 
don shops are provided with board and lodging, 
and are obliged to live according to certain rules, 
which require them to be in the rooms at a 
certain hour in the evening. 



IN GENERAL. 

So disgraceful is the penitentiary system in 
Georgia that juries hesitate to send women there. 



The circulation of the works of Emile Zola, 
^he French novelist, is prohibited in Denmark 
and Turkey. 



The success of two Boston women in furnish- 
ing the two best designs for the women's build- 
ing at the Chicago Fair has renewed the interest 
in the question of architecture as a profession 
for women. 



It is said that since Philadelehia has munici- 
palized the manufacture and service of gas, the 
gas is so poor that electric lights are used In the 
offices of the gas works. 



The fanners of North Dakota complain of the 
e^tremel|r bad (quality of the seeds distributed by 
tl^e Agricultural Department. An A lllance paper 
says: — 

** About thirty bushelB of wheat and garden seeds 
were sent into this State the past year from the 
Agricultoral Department, under the frank of Con- 
gressman Hansborough and Senator Pierce, which 
were a great damage to our people. The wheat, in- 
stead of being pure Saskatchewan, had no less than 
four different kinds in each (^nart package, also oats, 
barley, and cockles; hence it wa/i a failure. The 
garden seed was too o}d and ^i^od to grow." 



Owing to tbe faxst tliat federal tai^es are col- 
lected from retail liquor dealers in prohibition 
States, the claim has been made tl^at the Feden^ 
Government licenses the dealers to carry on 
their business. A circular has beeii issued by 
the Treasury Department pointing out tliat, 
while the Internal Revenue Commi!>sioner OQ- 



deavors to collect the ^2!> revenue stamp tax on 
the business of retail liquor dealers wherever 
such business is carried on, the Federal Govern- 
ment does not assume to give permission to 
carry on the business contrary to local legisla- 
tion. 

Some time ago repairs were completed upon 
the Unittd States steamer *' Alert,** at the Mare 
Island Navy Yard, and the vessel was put in 
commission, which means that she receive d her 
full complement of officers and men, and was 
ready to go to sea. But the vessel did not sail, 
and she is to-day at her berth, awaiting orders. 
It was reported that the repairs were so unsub- 
stantial in character that it would be dangerous 
for the vessel to go to sea. Boards of survey 
were ordered,— three, it is said in all.— and their 
reports indicated that the repairs had been 
scamped, that the Inner skin of the vessel had 
not been properly renewed, that serious defects 
in it had been covered over with paint, and that 
the boilers were liable to sink through it. 



The Secretary of the Treasury has recently 
ordered a new classification of ** silk-stuffed 
cotton Italians,'*— stuff used for sleeve-llnlngs. 
According to the New York Times^ Importers 
claim that the operations of the new tariff are 
Illustrated In the case of this article better than 
in any other. It seems that until recently the 
importer has paid a duty of fifty per cent ad 
valorem on these goods. The new classification 
has nearly doubled the duties. The Times says : 

** Importers here have been studying the reasons 
for the change. They have found, they say, that 
Senator Aldrich, of Rhode Island, has a constituent 
at Providence who makes this class of goods. This 
man was not satisfied with the protection of fifty per 
cent afforded by the silk schedule, and Senator 
Aldrich, a member of the Finance Committee, com- 
municated with the Treasury in his interest A 
short time afterward the secretary instructed the 
appraisers to classify the goods under that section 
which includes cotton cloths." 

It is to be noted that this stuff is used for 
lining cheaper goods, — those rich enough to 
afford pure silk linings are unaflbcted by the 
Increase of tax. 



A formal treaty of alliance between Russia 
and France has been concluded, presumably as an 
offset to the triple alliance between Germany, 
Austria, and Italy. The treaty strengthens the 
French Republican government. 



(}erman Socialists are uneasy over the increas- 
ing frequency of government prosecutions, in- 
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dicatinnf a return to the methods that were In 
vogue prior to the repeal of the anti-Socialist 
laws. 



The blacksmiths and machinists of Denmark 
have Invited their fellow-craftsmen to a con- 
fer«*nce for tlie purpose of organizing an inter- 
national Union. 



The German army is believed to be largely 
imprecated with Socialism. Over two hundred 
anil fifty men, it Is said, are imprisoned for 
being found in possession of Socialistic litera- 
ture Bnrracks are searched at regular intervals. 
The newspapers are prohibited from publishing 
these facts. 



The postmaster-general of England, who has 
undertaken to suppress the London companies 
engaged In delivering letters, parcels, and mes- 
8ages, and in performing other services, has 
otHcially announced that, as a substitute for 
these private enterprises, his department has 
organized an express-delivery service, subject to 
tlie ordinary post regulations. 

It is eaily seen, however, that the private com- 
panies offer greater advantages and superior 
service. Their offices are open day and night, 
and they utilize their messengers in ways which 
the State would never follow. 



A religions riot has occurred at Benares, one 
of the largest cities of British India, owing to 
tlie fact that the authorities demolished a tem- 
ple to pnivide a site for water- works. Benares 
is the holiest place, in the eyes of the Hindoos, 
and the demolished temple has been a place of 
pilgrimage vl.slted by worshippers IVom all parts 
of India. Although the authorities, assisted by 
volunteers have suppressed the outbreak and 
arrested some one handred rioters, tranquillity 
is by no means restored yet, and serious trouble 
is apprehended. « 



In the proceedings of the English Royal Geo- 
graphical Society for January, 1891, It Is esti- 
mated that the population of the world In 1890 
was 1,487,<>00,000, representing an average of 81 
to the square mile, and an increase of 8 per cent 
deriog the decade. Of the continents, Asia has 
the largest population, 8 >0,000,C00, and the lowr 
est percentage of Increase, 6 per cent. Ai|stra|- 
SMla has the smallest population, 4,730,(]|00, aiid 
the smallest average per square i^lle, 1.4, but 
the highest rate of increase during the decade^ 
80 per cent. Europe is the most thickly settled 
conUnent, Yf\i\^ fk population of 880,200ioo6, 



which Is 101 to the square mile. The population 
of Nortn America is estimated at 89,250,000, 
which is an average of 14 to the square mile, and 
represents an Increase of 20 per cent during the 
past decade. 



The federation convention lately In session 
at Sydney created the commonwealth of Ans* 
tralia and drafted a constitution which will be 
submitted to a popularly-elected convention In 
each colony. If three of the colonial conven- 
tions approve the constitution, the Imperial Gov* 
emment will be asked to take steps for Its 
establishment. The constitution Is modelled on 
that of this country. There is a senate having 
a territorial basis and a contlnnons existence; 
the members are elected for six years, one half 
retiring every three years. The membership 
of the house Is based on population and univer- 
sal suffhige ; the term Is for three years. There 
is a cabinet of seven members, who may sit In 
either house. The executive Is the appointee of 
the Crown, but his term of office is not fixed. 
The jQdlclal system Is similar to ours, except 
that there Is an appeal from Its decisions to the 
home government. The National Assembly Is 
to have authority over the commercial relations 
of the colonies, and the power to levy taxes and 
make appropriations. 



Exact statistics of the Russian system of 
banishment to Siberia have recently been com- 
piled for the first time from the scattered records 
of Russian courts, prisons, and police depart- 
ments. They show that from 1807 to 1881, 
642,000 Russians were exiled to Siberia— 100.- 
000 at their own Instance, In order that they 
might accompany condemned friends. With the 
advance of the century, the practice of banish- 
ment to Siberia has assumed Increasing propor- 
tions. In 1807-11, the number of exiles wasT 
10,175; In 1857-61,86,831; In 1877-89, 86,38^' 
Of 210.000 banished In the exceptionally fateful 
period of 1867-79, 51.8 per cent were condenmeiV 
administratively, that Is, without any due i^ro-* 
cess of law or decision of ^ny ]ud|ge ; }i.H per 
cent were condemned tq forced labof; 20A per 
cent to conflpement vf Ithln certkln village limits ; 
2.4 per cent to' exUe for life; id per cent td 
obligatory colonization. Of ali exiled in 1823-' 
79i 15.1 per cent were Women. 

The most significant 'featd^ of the matter Is 
the consent Increase of the number of volun- 
tary exiles, who choose to accompany and live 
with their d66med friends. In 1823-34 the;" 
numberM but four per cent of ali; In 1870-79, 
hciwever, they Were 33 per cent, •' 
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TO-DAY, APRIL 23, 1891. 

A record €f the facts and caneideratUms which 
show that Individual Liberty is good for the people of 
the United StateSt and that, therefore, Legislative 
Regulation is injurious for them. 



J. MoBRisoN-FoLLiR, Waltsb C. Robb, Edlton. 

The new law to check immigration provides 
that the refusal or neglect of the steamship com- 
panies to return paupers, criminals, or other 
undesirable aliens shall make them liable to a 
fine, and that no vessel shall have clearance 
against which a fine has been imposed and re- 
mains unpaid. But inasmuch as a trial by jury 
and verdict of guilty must precede the infliction 
of penalty, it is obvious that — considering the 
present condition of things in our courts of jus- 
tice — pauper and criminal immigration is in no 
immediate danger of receiving a serious blow. 
The companies show no disposition to obey the 
law, and the officials cannot enforce it. 



The Railroad Conunission of Massachusetts 
failing to satisfy the expectations of many peo- 
ple, it has been suggested that it might be well to 
endow the Commission with greater power. In 
California the dissatisfaction with the notoriously 
inefficient commission in whos^ hands is placed 
the entire regulation and control of railroads is 
even greater than here, and the reform suggested 
there is to take away the power of the board and 
make it an advisory one. A San Francisco 
newspaper says : '* The new constitution at- 
tempted to put the railroads absolutely at the 
mercy of the Commission. The commissioners 
were vested with legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial powers ; they could fix rates, make regulations, 
superintend tlieir enforcement, receive complaints, 
take evidence, and decide cases. The result was 
that it became a matter of life and death to the 
railroads to have a friendly commission, and they 
got it** 

An instance of the effect of the new tariff 
upon the iron and steel industries of New Eng- 
land may be seen in the indefinite suspension of 
business by the New Haven Rolling Mill. Most 
of the employees, it is stated, had been' earning 
very good wages, — from three to four dollars 
per day, — and, in consequence of the increased 
duty upon scrap-iron, a reduction of ten to twenty 
per cent was attempted. A strike ensued, and 
the result is suspension of business. The treas- 
urer of the company stated that if the duty upon 
scrap-iron were abolished the mill would in a 



short time double its capacity ; if the duty were 
lowered one half, the business would yield a small 
profit, paying the old wages. The present duty 
upon a ton of scrap-iron^ the raw material used, 
is $6.72, or nearly eighty per cent Pennsylvania 
manufacturers who compete with this and similar 
concerns will be benefited by the closing; but 
the policy of taking money out of the pocket of 
one man and putting it into the pocket of another 
man hardly seems calculated to increase the total 
wealth of the country. If it could produce this 
effect, highway robbery would be a praiseworthy 
occupation. 

The legislatures of Wisconsin and Illinois 
have passed resolutions favoring the election of 
United States Senators by a popular vote. The 
hope of the framers of tiie Constitution was that 
the State legislatures would have better judg- 
ment, and would send abler men to the Senate, 
than the popular electors. The objection was 
that the Senate would become an aristocratic 
body. Both the hope and the fear turned out to 
be groundless. The debates in the Senate do 
not show a bit better grasp of the subjects dis- 
cussed than those in the House. The Senate 
has become not an aristocratic but a plutocratic 
body. The privilege of voting for United States 
Senators is valuable from a pecuniary point of 
view, and it is not strange that the people wish 
to exercise it themselves instead of intrusting it 
to their representatives. The opening of the 
question may be unfortunate, however, because 
this other one is likely to come up : What is the 
use of two popularly elected bodies ? If there 
were ^ve Houses of the National Legislature and 
a two-thirds majority in each were necessary to 
pass a bill, there would still be too much legisla- 
tion enacted. 

The impolicy of making legislative bodies 
judges of the election of tiieir members could not 
receive a better exemplification than is afforded 
by the action of the Michigan Senate, by which 
the Democrats stole two Senators, and thus ob- 
tained control of that body, and so of the State. 
It appears from the report that there were four- 
teen Democratic Senators and fourteen Republi- 
can ; but the seats of two of the latter were con- 
tested. The Democrats took advantage of the 
absence of twelve Republicans who were attend- 
ing a State convention, to seat the two members 
of their own party before any reports had been 
made by the committee appointed to examine the 
evidence. A more completely unscrupulous pro- 
ceeding could x^ot be imagined, though somo 
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actions of the last national House of Representa- 
tives approach it very closely. The action is 
likely to be important in its results, as it will edable 
the Democrats to have their own way in the reap- 
portionment of the Congressional districts, and to 
provide for the selection of Presidential electors 
by districts. The first, it is thought, will reason- 
ably assure a^ Democratic majority of Congress- 
men for some years; the other is expected 
either practically to nullify Michigan's vote in 
the Electoral College or to furnish a majority of 
the votes for the Democratic candidate. But 
the most serious aspect is the flagrant dishonesty 
of the act One of the duties intrusted to those 
men was to judge who were chosen by the people 
to represent them. The only question that en- 
tered their minds was, which of the contestants 
were Democrats? It is of course not certain 
that the men thus seated were not entitled to 
their seats ; but where the control of a State can 
be changed by such means as this, representative 
government is nothing but a farce. 



When the Farmers* Alliance caused the Kansas 
Lower House to report a bill providing that all obli- 
gations of debt contracted to be paid in money 
shall be payable (all stipulations to the contrary 
notwithstanding) in either the notes, silver, or 
gold coin authorized by Congress, or a legal ten- 
der, denunciations of the Alliance poured in 
from all sides, and the bill was killed, amid ex- 
clamations of horror and astonishment. Now 
we find precisely the same bill passed by a Re- 
publican Senate in Pennsylvania, which is 
anxious to protect the debtor by giving him the 
advantage of any depreciation of the currency. 
The lender is prohibited from making any special 
contract to protect himself from such a depreci- 
ation. Of course, it is obvious to the intelligent 
man that the debtor is not served at all by this 
provision; he will either be obliged to pay a 
higher rate of interest, or it will be difficult to 
procure capital. But, even if the legislature 
could serve him, it has no right to do so. Even 
the Philadelphia Press, which is no radical de- 
fender of personal liberty, is indignant over the 
measure, of which it speaks in the following 
terms : — 

** The bill interferes with the liberty of private 
contract and makes a breach of contract a lawful 
proceeding. The Legislature might, with equal 
justice and propriety, ordain that a contract to 
deliver a horse sound in wind and limb shall be 
satisfied by the tender of a spavined, knock-kneed 
mule. Why should not a man be allowed to con- 



tract to repay a loan in gold or in hogs, in com or 
in land, as he sees fit, and, having made the con- 
tract, why should the Legislature say that it is suf- 
ficient if he tenders something else than be agreed 
to, and which may be much less valuable? If Con- 
gress continues to dicker with the currency at every 
session, and render its exchangeable value so un- 
stable as to make calculations for the future the 
wildest guesswork, the only refuge for an outraged 
public will be a return to the old custom of barter 
and special contracts; and on what principle of jus- 
tice or reason does the Legislature attempt to inter- 
fere with this plain, common right? " 



In a lecture on ^^ Social Equal- 
Bx'iSSm'Sil.. ity," reprinted in the Interna- 
tional Journal of Ethics Mr. 
Leslie Stephen devotes a few lines to discuss- 
ing the functions of government. The 
common-sense view, so dear to the hearts of 
certain thinkers, is maintained, — that it is 
hopeless to decide by any a priori principle 
what the limits of governmental notion should 
be. *' The problem is one to be worked out 
by experiment, that is, by many generations 
and by repeated blundering." It has been 
said that *' a fool is a man who never makes 
an experiment ; an experiment is a new mode 
of action which fails in its object ninety-nine 
times out of a hundred ; therefore wise men 
make more blunders, though they also make 
more discoveries, than fools " But a wise 
man certainly ought to be able to forri some- 
times a correct judgment whether a proposed 
experiment will succeed or not. A fool 
might try experimentfi at random, and at last, 
by the law of chances, one would be success- 
ful. At any rate, he could hardly be called a 
wise man who should continue making over 
and over again the same experiment though 
it always resulted in failure. Reasoning 
upon the proper functions of government 
need not, at the present day, proceed by as- 
suming some a priori principle. There are 
two or three thousand years of recorded his- 
tory, and in those years countless experiments 
have been made, many of them hundreds of 
times. Of these experiments some have suc- 
ceeded and some have always resulted in 
failure. There is surely no profit to be de- 
rived from trying the latter once or twice 
more, except for the fact that fools can leain 
by no experience but their own. Even in 
case an entirely new experiment in govern- 
ment and social organization is suggested, a 
wise man ought not to be utterly at a loss in 
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forming an opinion as to wliether it is likely 
to succeed — any more than a physiologist 
would be utterly at a loss to predict whether 
a new chemical compound would be good for 
food. Something is known about the nature 
of society and government, and if the pro- 
posed experiment bears a strong likeness to 
others which have been tried in the past and 
have proved failures, the presumption would 
be against it. 

Experiments in government and social or- 
ganization are likely to be very costly, just 
as experiments with new foods may be to the 
individual. The amount of misery that has 
been caused by unsuccessful experiments 
undertaken by governments can hardly be 
overestimated. The fact that ninety-nine 
per cent, say, of experiments fail is not a 
sufficient reason for never trying a new one; 
but the fact that failures are costly, is reason 
why discrimination should be used in trying 
them. To talk as if nothing can yet be known 
about the proper limits of governmental action 
until many generations have tried many ex- 
periments and suffered the misery resulting 
from the failures, is not exactly the part of a 
wise man. Such a course involves disreganl- 
ing the experience which has been recorded 
during the last three thousand years, every 
bit as much as does spinning a theory of the 
proper place for goveniment in national life 
entirely from one^s own inner consciousness. 



RETALIATION. 

During the recent political campaign in 
Canada, the London Economist furnished the 
only real argument brought forward against a 
reciprocity treaty between that country and the 
United States. Suppose that the Canadian tariff 
upon certain manufactured articles imported 
from the United States were removed, but that 
the same articles if imported from any other 
country were obliged to pay the present duty : 
the result might easily be that the duty now col- 
lected upon American goods would go to the 
American manufacturers, instead of to the 
Candian Government. As foreign countries 
could not sell goods any cheaper than they do 
now, we should have a monoply of the Canadian 
market to the extent of the duty, and therefore 
there would be no competition to force the price 
of American manufactures below its present 
point. The same periodical recently contained a 
communication from Mr. Wm. J. Harris setting 



forth a plan by which Great Britain might re- 
taliate upon the United States for the McKinley 
tariff. The plan is very simple, namely, for 
Great Britain to place a discriminating duty 
upon American cereals, beef, and poric. This 
would, apparently, be perfectly feasible: countries 
other than the United States produce, or could 
easily produce, a surplus of thiMe articles greater 
than England needs. 

How much this might meui to us may be 
readily seen on reflecting that during 1890 our 
total exports of wheat, flour, com, and the 
various forms of wheat and pork amounted to 
$225,773,985, and that of this $171,794,082, or 
more than seventy-six per cent, went to Great 
Britain. 

Against the advisability of such a course on 
the part of Great Britain much might be said. 
It is not simply a question with her whether she 
shall buy these products of us or of a more 
friendly nation at the san^ price. The competi- 
tion of American cereals, beef, and pork in the 
British markets being removed, the price would 
certainly rise. Again, our present tariff, though 
it cuts off considerable British trade with us, is 
not aimed solely at England. It would be per- 
fectly possible for us to discriminate against Eng- 
lish goods and do England more harm than we 
are doing her now. But the proposition is to do 
something to get even with us for an unfriendly 
act, and contemplates paying something for the 
satisfaction. The fact that the McKinley Act 
would injure British manufacturers was regarded 
by its advocates as a strong argument in its favor, 
and thfeir protests were treated as the pleading 
of enemies. Tlie question Great Britain has to 
consider, one gathers from Mr. Harris's article, 
is whether she can injure the United States more 
than the United States can injure her by discrim- 
inating duties. In 1889, the value of our exports 
to Great Britain was £95,500,000, while the value 
of her exports to us was only £80,800,000. It is 
not proposed, however, to discriminate against 
all our exports; cotton and other materials of 
manufacture from the United States would be 
admitted free of duty, as at present Deduction 
being made for these, there would still remain 
exports to the value of £62,000,000, to which the 
retaliatory policy might be applied; that is. 
Great Britain can shut out twice as much in 
value of our products as we can possibly shut out 
of hers. 

A really exhaustive analysis of the effects of 
such a policy as is proposed might modify the 
conclusion in detail, but there seems little doubt 
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that by adopting it England might inflict more 
damage apon us than upon herself. The spec- 
tacle of two Christian nations trying to cut each 
other,8 throats commercially in this way is not 
yery edifying for the last decade of the nine- 
teenth century, but the chief responsibility must 
rest with the one that began the battle. 

England, however, is not the only country 
which is exasperated by the McKinley tariff; 
France and Germany would also like to do some- 
thing in retaliation. As is well known, American 
pork has for some time been almost excluded 
from several European countries, on the pretext 
that it is unhealthy, and the exclusion has ex- 
tended to Canadian pork alsa A despatch to 
the Chicago Herald states that the Canadian 
High Commissioner, Sir Charles Tupper, lately 
made a protest to the French Government, and, 
after submitting to the authorities at Paris sam- 
ples of Canadian hog products, secured the ad- 
mission of those products, and some consignments 
have already been admitted. Steps are being 
taken to induce other countries to make similar 
concessions to Canadian pork. 

It would be very easy to underestimate the 
possible importance of Canada as a competitor 
of the United States in those products which 
have hitherto formed the bulk of our exports. 
Excluding Alaska, the British possessions in 
North America are larger in area than this 
country ; and the statement is boldly made, that 
'*in minerals, in Umbers, in fish, Canada far 
exceeds the United States in her sources of 
supply; while, as to . . . the possibilities of 
the growth of wheat for bread, the Canadian 
wheat areas largely exceed those of the United 
States, and are as absolutely necessary for the 
future food supply of the coming millions on the 
North American Continent as is the water to 
drink or the air to breathe."* While this is 
probably one of the overstatements by no means 
uncommon with this writer, the facts of which it 
is an exaggeration should not be lost sight of. 
Moreover, Canada is by no means the only com- 
petitor we have as regards food products in the 
markets of the world : Russia, India, Australia, 
and the South American countries have entered 
the lists against us. The great majority of our 
people are still engaged in agriculture ; and to get 
oar agricultural and grazing products boycotted 
by the nations to which we wish to sell our sur. 
plus would not seem to be the highest exhibition 

• Erastus Wiman in " Contemporary Be view ** for 
April. 



of statesmanship. No doubt we could stand the 
boycott; we could probably get along pretty well 
without other nations; but we could get along 
much better with them. Some of them produce 
certain articles^ which we want more cheaply than 
we can, and are willing to exchange them for 
articles which we have great natural advantages 
for producing. The famous objection to the 
McKinley bill, that it does open a market for a 
single bushel of wheat or a barrel of pork, seems 
enough utterly to discredit the measure ; but if, 
owing to the irritation it produces among other 
nations, it results in contracting the markets for 
those articles, what words can be found adequa- 
tely to characterize its asininity ? 



A CURIOUS PLEA. 

The newly elected United States Senator from 
Kansas comes to the defence of those debtors 
who wish money to be made plenty, so that they 
can pay their debts easily, in a long article pub- 
lished in some of the Western papers. The fol- 
lowing is put forward by him as an entirely just 
plea : — 

He, the Western farmer, asks time and a renewal 
of his loan ; but he is answered that his security is 
growing weaker every day, that it would not bring 
the amount of his debt in the open market, that the 
time will not be extended, the mortgage will be fore- 
closed — the home must go. '* Why this injustice 7* ' 
he asks. " When I borrowed the money my farm 
was worth three times the amount of the debt ; you 
took it as ample security ; now, when dollars have 
grown more than twice as large as they were then, 
you refuse to renew the loan because the same farm, 
though greatly improved since, has fallen in market 
value. Am I to blame for these changes of values 
in the dollar market and in the land market? 
Restore the value of my land to what it was, and 
restore the value of the dollar to what it was when 
this money was borrowed, and I shall be abundantly 
able to pay the debt." 

If this were merely the rant of an ignorant, and 
probably dishonest, demagogue, it would not be 
worth notice ; but this man is, or has been, a 
judge, and has been chosen to represent a State 
in the Senate. 

It almost seems as if Kansas were ambitious to 
be represented there by the worst charlatan to 
be found within her borders. The fact that 
a piece of property given as security for a debt 
b not worth enough to discharge the obligation, 
and is growing weaker every day, would certainly 
seem to an unprejudiced bystander an exceed- 
ingly strong reason why the creditor should try 
to realize as much as possible, and make his loss 
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as little as he can. It is not a question as to 
whether the mortagor is to blame for the depreci- 
ation in the value of his farm. He has made a 
definite agreement to pay back a sum of money, 
or, in default of this, to surrender a certain piece 
of property. To ask for the renewal of a loan 
because the security has become worth less than 
the face of the loan is certainly to assign a very 
strange reason, especially if the request takes the 
form of a demand for justice. A man on the 
street may ask for bread, and assign as a reason 
that he is hungry ; but if he demands it as a right 
of the first passer-by, and tries to enforce his 
demand, no sympathy is excited by his conduct. 
He is called a highway robber, and is locked up. 
When the Western farmer borrows money from 
an Eastern capitalist, some risk is incurred on 
both f-ides ; the latter risks just that depreciation 
of the security which is alleged to have taken 
place ; while the former risks losing control of the 
property which he pledges for the debt. For 
either to raise the cry of injustice because one 
of the contingencies distinctly recognized has 
arisen is absurd. The creditor could not collect 
more tlian the face of his loan, no matter how 
much the property might rise in value ; while the 
debtor may be unable to pay back as much as he 
borrowed, even by surrendering his property. 
Whenever a man buys a piece of land or prop- 
erty of any kind he runs risk of its deprecia- 
tion. Why one who merely borrows a piece of 
property should expect Congress to come to his 
relief any more than one who buys is beyond 
comprehension. 

It is claimed that the value of Western farm 
property has been forced down by vicious legisla- 
tion. In that case the farmers are partly respon- 
sible; an overwhelming majority of them in 
Kansas have supported the political party to 
which is due most of the legislation for the last 
thirty years. If they have for the greater part 
of that time been voting to depreciate the value 
of their property, to contract the market and 
cheapen what they have to sell and to increase 
the price of what they have to buy, they have 
only their own stupidity to blame for their im- 
poverished condition. Their anger for this, if it 
must be directed against a personal object, would 
seem to be more appropriately expended upon 
those who have duped them than upon those who 
have loaned them money. Very likely, as 
matters have turned out^ it would have been 
better for them if they had not run in debt, 
agreeing to pay so high interest, but it is not 
exactly fair to hold their creditors responsible. 



This is precisely what is done, however. It 
is asserted, and implicitly believed by thousands, 
that the very men who are demanding payment 
and threatening foreclosure are responsible for 
the insolvency of their debtors ; that the finan- 
cial legislation since the war has been all along 
in favor of the creditor and at the expense of 
the debtor ; that by contraction of the currency 
the amount of debts has been practically 
increased. Of course, those who borrowed 
money before the resnmption of specie pay- 
ments, and were obliged to repay in gcAdy suf- 
fered some injustice. The widespread belief 
that the banks, by design, alternately expand 
and contract the currency, lending money at 
one time and calling it in at the other, and the 
remedy proposed, that the Government issue 
money enough to do the business of the country 
with, and lend it to those who have security to 
offer at from two to four per cent, probably 
marks the lowest depth of political imbecility 
into which any considerable number of minds 
have fallen since the founding of the Republic. 
It is a rather impressive example of the de- 
bauching effect upon weak minds produced by 
the Grovernment's assuming a function which 
does not belong to it It is no part of the 
duties of Government to regulate the currency : 
the natural laws of trade are perfectly sufiicient 
for this ; but, as Mr. Carey long ago observed, 
there is nothing which governments have 
attempted so much to regulate, and, he adds, 
there is nothing which is worse regulated. The 
statute regulations are so inconsistent and arbi- 
trary that no wonder many think Congress can 
do anything with the currency it pleases ; it 
might just as well issue more money for the 
next few years and lend to those who need. 
There is no incompatibility between coining 
money and lending it, and many are unable to see 
much distinction. Little thought is given as to 
the quality of the money issued. The chief 
essential is that it be legal tender, and so good 
enough to pay debts with . 



OUTCAST LONDON. 

A few years ago Montague Williams was a 
prominent barrister in London, when he was 
seized with a throat trouble which necessi- 
tated his retiring from practice forever. 
Active, and still in his prime, he could not 
endure idleness, and accepted the position of 
police magistrate in London, choosing a dis- 
trict in the notorious East End, the seat of 
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more vice and wretchedness than any other 
place in the civilized world, the home of Gen. 
Booth's ''Submerged Tenth," and the sub- 
ject of the famous pamphlet, ** The Bitter 
Cry of Outcast London." He became the 
judge of the Worship Street district, which 
includes such resorts as Bethnal Green, 
Shoreditch, and Whitechapel, where he has 
worked faithfully for some years, and as a 
result has gained an accurate knowledge of 
the poor of London. In his reminiscences 
he devotes some space to this subject, and 
has much to say which is new. 

It has been the common impression that 
the effect of legislation in England has been 
to make the condition of the East End of 
London superior to what it was five years 
ago, and the more so because the amount of 
private charity dispensed during this time 
has been enormous. Mr. Williams does not 
take this view. The condition of the poor is 
as bad as it has ever been ; while some of the 
laws, instead of decreasing, have actually 
aggravated the wretchedness. Such, for ex- 
ample, has been the effect of demolishing 
unhealthy dwelling-houses. Many of the 
occupants are not able to afford better dwell- 
ings. Jliey will then be obliged to depend 
upon the transient lodging-houses, which are 
of the worst character, where they will be 
forced to herd with the vilest of the vile, and 
must eventually sink to the level of their 
associates. He tells a touching story of a 
scene in St. Anne's Street, Shoreditch, where 
he went to inspect a building complained of 
as unsanitary, and entered a room where the 
walls were saturated with moisture, and the 
atmosphere a damp mist, and the family were 
working for their lives. He was deeply 
affected by the scene, and obliged to retire 
to conceal his feelings. But the woman of 
the family said to him: '^ Bad as it is, sir, it 
is a 'ome; and if we are turned out of this, 
goodness knows what 's to become of us." 

Much legislation which would have been 
harmful has been inoperative, because those 
who were intrusted with carrying out the 
law have been apathetic; and some instances 
of this are worth noting to show the power- 
lessness of legislation. For example, there 
is a series of acts relating to unsanitary 
buildings in London, and authorizing their 
demolition. The mode of giving the power 
was, if the land covered by the obnoxious 
building was small in size, the vestries of 



London were to do the work, but if large, the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, which is the 
central authority. The acts worked in this 
way. When an unsanitary district was com- 
plained of to the vestries, they referred it to 
the Board of Works. On bringing it before 
the Board they answered that the matter was 
for the vestries. So, between the two bodies, 
nothing had been done, and it has been, a 
game of battledore and shuttlecock. Yet 
the Londoners, knowing these things, have 
elected the same vestrymen year after year. 

A similar thing has happened with the 
Shaftesbury Acts, by which buildings could 
be erected for the poor by the authorities, 
power being given to borrow money, which 
was obtainable at two and one half per cent, 
it being stipulated that the rooms in the 
newly erected buildings should be rented at 
not more than two shillings a week. The 
acts have been put in operation at Liverpool. 
Not being compulsory on the local authori- 
ties, the London County Council has' never 
adopted them, and they have therefore never 
been applied to the places they were aimed to 
help. 

The Housing of the Working Classes Act, 
of 1890, which condenses and removes defects 
of the former acts, will probably succeed no 
better. The committee of the London 
County Council on the Housing of the Work- 
ing Classes do not seem hopeful. They say, 
** If it is put into force in a determined spirit, 
much improvement may be effected in the 
unsanitary property which unfortunately 
exists in many parts of London." But as 
they are themselves the ones on whose deter- 
mined spirit the success of the act depends, 
its prospects do not seem favorable. 

The legislation which has been enforced 
has failed, as in the case of the night lodg- 
ing-houses. There are in the East End three 
hundred of these '* Doss " houses, as they 
are usually called. In the Worship Street 
district there are one hundred and twenty- 
seven, affording accommodation for about six 
thousand persons. The lodging is let by the 
night, the charge for a single bed being four 
pence, and for a double eight pence. The 
state has undertaken to supervise these 
houses, and has failed utterly. The inspection 
seems to be a farce. The inspectors is sent 
around once a week, and generally at stated 
intervals, so everything is put in order when 
he arrives. Then he comes in the daytime. 
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when they are comparatively unoccupied. 
Finally, he has so many places to visit that 
he cannot make an adequate inspection of 
any of them. The state of affairs in these 
lodging-houses is awful. They are constantly 
overcrowded. It is not infrequent for a 
lodging-house to have fifty more occupants 
than the law allows. When the inspector 
makes his perfunctory visit, all the heds and 
bedding used for the extra Ofty are conveyed 
to some house near by. Moreover, the 
houses are filthy to the last degree. An eye- 
witness reports one of them as swarming with 
vermin, while large blocks of creeping things 
can be taken from the walls and ceilings. 
They are also the scenes of crime of every 
description. The houses for single men are 
frequented by thieves, and the ** doubles " are 
brotliels. The lack of restraint existing there 
may be imagined, from the fact that the super- 
intendent of the house is frequently a dis- 
charged convict or one who lias been released 
on a ticket-of-leave. The houses are often 
receptacles for stolen goods, and are not even 
well built The flooring is often mere tinder 
and the staircase matchboard. Should a fire 
break out, few of the inmates would escape. 
A more conspicuous instance of the failure of 
legislation to accomplish its purpose would be 
hard to find. 

Another example of the same is the liq- 
uor trafilc. There exist numerous so-called 
^^ clubs," to which any one is able to gain 
admission, and which are nothing but un- 
licensed public-houses. Immediately after 
the closing hours of the licensed houses these 
become crowded, and are kept open all night, 
Sundays and week-days. Beiog practically 
without restraint, they are the scenes of 
frightful orgies. It appeared in the course 
of a hearing one day before Mr. Williams 
that there were in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the court eighty " clubs." Another 
species of traffic in liquor fully as disastrous 
in its effects is that by the '^ Doss " house 
superintendents who illegally keep on the 
premises a supply of it, of. the most firebrand 
variety, and sell it at exorbitant prices to the 
inmates. 

The government inspection of dwelling- 
houses furnishes a third example of the fail- 
ure of legislation. The appointment and re- 
moval of inspectors is in the vestries of the 
different parts of London. But as one of the 
strong inducements for electing people to the 



vestry is that they own property in the par- 
ish, frequently the vestrymen themselves are 
the owners of the bad dwellings. So it comes 
about that the inspectors of buildings are 
under the control of the ones who own them. 

There are two circumstances mentioned by 
Mr. Williams — although their significance is 
not pointed out — which would seem to prevent 
any state scheme for the general relief of the 
East End. The first is the rate of taxation 
in London, which has already reached higfa- 
water-mark. Small incomes could not bear 
any greater strain. The only suggestion 
made by Mr. Williams to meet this difficulty 
is a scheme of graduated taxation for incomes, 
by which the small incomes would not be 
taxed any more than now, but the higher 
would be taxed at a rate increasing with their 
amount. But, as he suggests, this scheme 
would not be entertained for a moment. 

The second circumstance, which is of even 
greater importance, is a result not hitherto 
dwelt upon, which must nullify any extensive 
plan of state relief, and which a fact related 
by Mr. Williams illustrates. Immediately 
after Gen. Booth published his plan for re- 
lieving the East End, the poor fVom all parts 
of England began to pour into London in 
such numbers that the roads were choked 
with them. They did not come from the 
country alone, but from the large towns. In 
two weeks* time the number of tramps on the 
roads leading to London increased ten per 
cent. If such consequences follow the mere 
announcement of a plan, what would they 
be if it were in operation I What in case the 
plan were not that of an individual, but having 
the prominence of a state measure! One 
result would be that, the poor of England 
being gathered in London, the East End 
would be worse than before. Unspeakably 
overcrowded, unsanitary, wretched now, it 
would be more so then. State interference 
would have aggravated the evil. Further- 
more, foreigners, especially Russian and 
Polish Jews, of whom there is now a lai^e 
and increasing number in the East End, 
would be attracted in the same way, and 
London would become a dumping-place for 
the refiise of the Continent. 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 
North American Review. ( April). — The 
discussion of the question of Wealth, bo ably 
begun by Mr. Andrew Carnegie hi the pages of 
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the North American in June, 1890, and later 
cemmented upon by Mr. Gladstone and others 
in the Nineteenth Century, is continued in this 
number of the Review by Cardinal Qibbons, under 
title of Wealth and its Obligations, Steering 
clear of the dangerous tariff question, of which 
both Mr. Carnegie and one of his critics had 
much to say, the Cardinal takes the optimistic 
position of believing that the party that is in 
the right will eventually prevail, and concerns 
himself with statins the Catholic view of wealth 
and Its administration. 

The Catholics of the United States, he main- 
tains, are, as a class, charitable, and generous In 
their almsgiving, although few are millionaires. 
They are generous not only in support of their 
churches but of the various asylums, schools, 
etc, which the Churph undertakes to sup- 
port. Exceptions are taken to Mr. Carnegie's 
statement, that nineteen- twentieths of the so- 
called charity of to-day is unwisely spent ; nor 
does the Cardinal believe that we may ever hope 
to see poverty done away with, believing that it 
would be as impossible ** to legislate vice out of 
existence as to legislate poverty and suffering out 
of the world." 

The Catholic Church *' encourages her children 
to give not their wealth alone but themselves," 
as is evidenced by tbe army of ** Sisters'* and 
'* Brothers" who spend their lives in ** healing 
poor humanity's sores." Recognizing the widen- 
ing gulf between the rich and the poor, the 
writer answers the question as to *' the duty of 
all good men to avert the crisis " by pointing to 
Christ and his teachings as an example, and 
declares that " there is enough, and more than 
enough, within the pages of the four gospels, to 
diiMum at once this array of class against class." 

Prof. Richard S. Ely's paper on Pauperism %n 
the United States contains considerable valuable 
information regarding the paupers of this 
country, and the causes, direct and indirect, that 
lead to such an unfortunate state. We are told 
that there are three million paupers in the United 
States, who are an annual pecuniary loss to the 
country of one hundred million dollars, if the 
loss of productive power and other indirect 
losses are taken into account. 

To show that pauperism is a curable disease 
the results of the Elberfeld system, and the work 
done in Buffalo, N. Y. by the Charity-Organiza- 
tion Society in that city, are set forth, and shown 
to be most gratifying. 

The principal causes of pauperism are said to 
be heredity and environment. Intemperance, 
although a prominent factor, plays a minor role 
when compared with the other causes. Lack of 



employment, child-labor, employment of women, 
and industrial crises are among the many causes 
that flood the country with helpless paupers ; but 
most powerful of all is environment, and this the 
Professor considers fortunate, as it is the most 
easily controlled. Tract distribution and preach- 
ing, and miscellaneous almsgiving have been 
proven failures. The more rational means are 
recommended, viz. : The forming of public 
sentiment on the subject of early and thoughtless 
marriages; a further developement of charity- 
organization societies, and the encouragement of 
friendly societies and trades-unions. 

The chief agency of refonn, however, must bo 
sought in the helpfal co-operation of citizens with 
publlo authorities, particularly those of the city. 
Private societies have made a failure of efforts to 
improve social conditions. The Elberfeld system, 
so often quoted, means precisely this co-operation of 
private effort with municipal authorities. This 
organization of charities is a municipal one, which 
drafts into its service the best citizens as friendly 
visitors in such numbers that there is one to every 
four poor families. 

Following the above papers is found one by 
the editor of the Review, entitled The Examfde 
of a Great Life, in which is set forth the exam- 
ple of that eminent philanthropist, Peter Cooper. 
The paper Is made up of Incidents In the career 
of that great man, and is well worth a reading. 

77^ Duty of the Hour, according to the Hon. 
J. M. Rusk, secretary of Agriculture, is that 
people of wealth and intelligence, ** who liave 
for years enjoyed a large share of the country's 
prosperity, who have never lacked opportunity 
to make their wants and wishes known In legis- 
lative halls," undertake at once to acquaint 
themselves with the needs and conditions of the 
American farmers. He believes that the farmer 
in politics has come to stay, and, that in spite 
of his blunders in the new field of public aflOfdrs, 
his influence will prove beneflclal to the country 
at large. 

The fact that the farmers* condition as com- 
pared with that of their forefathers is vastly 
improved counts for nothing, when we consider 
the increased wealth and prosperity that has 
come to all other classes rather than the farmer. 
Inasmuch, then, as he couMiders agriculture ** the 
basis and foundation of the entire national 
superstructure," his warning to those engaged 
in other pursuits to acquaint themselves with at 
least the rudiments of the all-important industry 
would seem timely. It is this ignorance of 
American agriculture, says Mr. Kusk, that mars 
the usefulness of " some of the most capable and 
eminent men in the American Congress." Giving 
as an example his own department, he declares 
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that it '* is the ODe of oar national departments 
endowed with the smallest approprii^tions and 
receiving the least consideration." 

Mr. Sidney Dillon, the president of the Union 
Pacific Kail way Company, presents a very timely 
article on The West and the Bailroads. The 
direct manner in which he presents his points 
compels attention, and we are inclined to think 
that, outside the ranks of ignoramuses and fa- 
natics, what he has to say will have weight. 

Mr. Dillon draws attention to the wonderful 
progress of the country west of the Alleghanies 
daring the last fifty years, and shows how greatly 
this progress has been due to the railroads. 
Deploring the fact that there exists such a strong 
tendency among our legislators to interfere with 
the business of these railroads, which, with few 
exceptions, are private concerns, the writer 
says: — 

All civilized commiinities in which self-govem- 
ment is recognized are perpetually trying to regulate 
matters of private contract by statute, and are per- 
petually failing to do so. It is a proverb in Great 
Britain and the United States that the chief wisdom 
of legislatures is shown in repealing the statutes 
enacted by previous legislatures. England is great 
to-day, not by virtue of what Parliament has 
enacted but by virtue of the intelligence and in- 
dustry of her people working under natural oondi- 
tioni restored to •usefulness by virtue of the repeal 
of acts of Parliament. Our citizen whose fields 
have been crossed by the railroad, and whose right 
of way over the turnpike is occasionally interrupted 
by the locomotive, may fancy that it is for the 
interest of himself and his neighbors to induce the 
Legislature to regulate the prices of fares and 
freights on the railway, but he ignores the laws 
that overrule all such enactments. 

The long and short of the paper is that the 
greater majority of the railroads of the country 
are '* the creation of private enterprise and cap- 
ital, and that the people in the collective capac- 
ity have not been taxed to conduct them,** and 
that they have therefore a lawful right to be left 
alone to manage their own affairs, instead of 
being compelled to heed the dictates of legisla- 
tors, who, although perhaps versed in certain 
lines of business, are certainly not well grounded 
in railway economics. 

In The Best Signs of Our Times, Emilio Cas- 
telar treats of the progress of democracy In 
Europe. 

Thb CosMOPOLrTAN ( April) . — 2^ Farmer^ 
Alliance, by Senator W. A. Peffer, of Kansas, 
is an article likely to interest any one desirous 
of learning more of that new factor In politics. 
It affords an excellent sketch of the past history 
of the Alliance, as well as of its future plans 
and purposes. 



The Grange, which was instituted soon after 
the Civil War, and which has now lost its im- 
portance socially and politically, was the parent 
of the Alliance. Texas seems to have been its 
birthplace, and 1882 the year of its birth 
Other bodies working with a similar purpose 
have been from time to time assimilated, and at 
the general convention, in St. Louis, in 1889, a 
consolidation was effected under the name of 
the ** Farmers' Alliance and Industrial Union." 

The latter part of the paper is occupied with 
setting forth the principles of the Alliance and 
the wrongs it would see righted, and the con- 
cluding paragraph sums up its mission as fol- 
lows : — 

Destroy the influence of money in public affairs, 
restore the homestead and save it to the citizen, 
secure to labor its Just reward, cripple the arms of 
avarice, give emplojrment to the workers, purify 
politics, enact just laws, lighten the burdens of the 
poor, protect the weak, abolish caste, establish jus- 
tice, make commerce firee, put the Government in 
charge of every public function, and the mission of 
the Farmers* Alliance will have been accomplished. 

Thb Contemporart Review (April). — Anglo- 
American Copyright, by Sir Frederick Pollock. 
The salient features of the American Copyright 
Act, that is to go Into effect July 1st, are discussed 
In this article with special reference to Its effect 
upon British publishers and authors. The writer 
does not seem to share the fears of those who 
apprehend that British authors will be compelled 
to become American authors; that Is, In order 
to save expense, compel their English readers to 
procure their works from American publishers ; 
nor does he believe that American print, paper, 
or spelllDg are specially obnoxious to more than 
a small minority of English readers. 

Sir Frederick has not, apparently, a very good 
opinion of the American Congress's power to use 
the English language, if we may judge from the 
following : — 

Having sometimes had occasion to criticise the 
form of our statutes, I must admit that this time 
the Congress of the United States has attained a 
pitch of very bad English, awkward and obscure 
construction, and general clumsiness wholly beyond 
any recent performances of Parliament, and barely 
surpassed, if at all, by the Copyright Act of 1842 
itself. 

Other articles in this number are : 

The Savoy Dynasty, the Pope, and the Republic, 
by a Continental statesman. National Pensions, 
by W. Moore Ede, and Canada and the States : A 
Barbed Wire Fence, by Erastus Wiman. 



Ouing to the continued illness of the editor^ 
To-Day will appear fortnigJuly instead qf 
weekly y until further notice. 
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AMERICANA. 

The chiefs of police in Massachusetts will be 
called upon to exercise some peculiarly delicate 
judicial functions if the bill in regard to the 
punishment of drunkenness which has been re- 
ported by the House Committee on the Judici- 
ary, become^ a law. The bill provides that 
if any person arrested for intoxication shall, 
when he gets sober, sign a statement, ** giving 
his true name and residence, and declaring that 
he has not been arrested for drunkenness twice 
within the twelve months next preceding, or 
that, having been so arrested, he was acquitted - 
of the offence in one case, and shall sign a re- 
quest to be released, the chief officer of police in 
any city or town having an organized police 
focce, and, in Boston, the commanding officers 
of police divisions, if they have reason to be- 
lieve such statement to be true, may release such 
person from custody; and no officer making an 
arrest under the provisions of this act shall be 
liable for damages in a civil suit for illegal ar- 
rest or imprisonment if the person arrested shall 
be released as herein provided." 

The Massachusetts people are always building 
new dikes against drunkenness. This law, 
however, would give a man a chance to stay 
himself superabundantly with flagons once a 
year, and even oftener, and go scot-free if the 
chief of police was indulgent. There is a much 
simpler way of tackling the problem, and no 
necessity of adding to the duties of the chief of 
police : Let a Commissioner of Drunken Per- 
mits be appointed, with authority to issue a per- 
mit to get drunk to every citizen, each citizen to 
name the day he prefers, but not more than a 
thousand permits to be issued for any one day. 
Each permit shall give full leave and license to 
the permittee to get as drunk as he pleases on 
the day named in the permit, and on the produc- 
tion of said permit before any police officer he 
shall be compelled to take the permittee home. 
It seems to be a fundamental Massachusetts idea 
that everybody has a right to get drunk once a 
year. Why not name the day, and fine anybody 
who is unable to produce his permit, or has 
taken a day not named In It? The Judiciary 
Committee have not yet gone to the bottom of 
the subject.— iV^. F. Sun. 

One phase of Democracy was illustrated the 
other day, when Ignatius Donnelly, waving his 
hand toward the visitors* gallery, in the Minne- 
sota Legislature, solemnly declared: *'Mr. 
Speaker, there sit our superiors.'* Another wa« 
when the sergeant-at-arms went up and chased 
the superiors all out: they had cheered Mr. 



Donnelly's sentiment with unparliamentary 
lustiness. — Philadelphia Ledger, 

LixpoLx, Neb., April 5. —The closing scenes 
of the Legislature were disgraceful beyond de- 
scription. The session wound up in a drunken 
orgy, lasting until daylight. Case after case of 
wine was taken into the Hopse, and large quan- 
tities of whiskey and other liquors were con- 
sumed. The last official act of the Legislature 
was to pass a resolution declaring that Nebraska 
is eager to go to war with Italy, and that the 
United States ought to prevent Italian Immigra- 
tion. — Press Despatch. 

The Minnesota Senate having passed the bill 
preventing women from appearing on the stage 
dressed in tights, the theatre managers have sent 
to the House the following amendment : Be it 
further enacted, that no female person or per- 
sons shall be allowed to assemble in any theatre, 
public ball, banquet-room, dinner-party, or any 
gathering whatsoever, wearing what arc known 
as low-neck dresses with short sleeve s, exposing 
thereby their necks, shoulders, and bust3* Any 
person or persons found guilty of so doing shall 
be subject to a fine of not less than 0600, or im- 
prisonment for not less than one year. 

The Minnesota Legislature may finally be in- 
duced to abolish women altogether. — Letmston 
Journal. 

There is a bill before the Minnesota Senate for 
the creation of a lunacy commission. It seems 
to be badly needed, and certain members of the 
Minnesota Legislature, should have their bumps 
looked to at once. — N. IT Sun. 

The *' Idiotic bill," requiring newspapers to be- 
spatter their papers with the names of all contrib- 
utors to their columns was killed in the Senate 
yesterday. It is a remarkable thing that a meas- 
ure of that sort should have secured a moment's 
serious consideration by any one capable of read- 
ing a newspaper. But its introduction Is an apt 
Illustration of the disposition on the part of 
many men Intrusted with legislative powers to 
meddle with everything, and especially with the 
things they know least about. These people are 
consumed by an Insane desire to regulate every- 
thing by law. Every passing caprice is em- 
bodied in a bill. They would stretch the legis- 
lative power Into every detail of everybody's 
business but their own. And the denser their 
ignorance of the subject the more positive they 
are that they know all about It. It is just the 
matters they know the least about that they are 
most determined to regulate by statute. — Sc 
Paul Pioneer Press. 
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HORSFORD'S ACID PH08PHATE, 

A BRAIN FOOD. 

It increases the capacity for mental labor, and 
acts as a general tonic. It rests the tired brain, 
and imparts thereto new life and energy. 

Dr. F. W. Lytlk, Lebanon, 111., says: — 

*• I have personally nsed it with marked ad van- 
tage when overworked, and the nervous system 
much depressed." 

Dr. O. C. Stout, Syracuse, N. Y., says: — 

*• I gave it to one patient who was unable to 
transact tlie most ordinary business, because his 
brain was * tired and confused * upon the least 
mental exertion. Immediate relief and ultimate 
recovery followed." 

Descriptive pamphlet free. 

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I. 



BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND 
IMITATIONS. 



CAUTION : Be sure the word ** Horsford's" 
Is printed on the label. All others are spurious. 
Never sold in bulk. 



LANCJIIORNE ALLEN, Sec^. 



Box NW7, rClc'liniona 




DO YOUR CORNS HURT? 

They cau be Quickly and IVrmanoDtly Cured by the 
uae of oui 

Electric Corn Cure. 

This Remedy Never Fails. 

A Guarantee is sent with each box that if a cure in not 
lurtde I be money la to be refunded at once. 

20 ct8. per Box (sliver or pontal note). 

A Book of Te>ilimoni:il8 sent with each box. 



Va. 



PENSIONS 



THE DISABILITY BILL IS A LAW. 

Soldiers Disabled Sinoe the War are Entitled 

Dependent widows and pareat« now dependent, wboee sons 
died from effects of army service, ore tncloded. If you wish 
your claim speedily and successfully prosecuted, 

.ad,e« JAMES TANNER,^ 

Late Commissioner of Pensions. ffashingloD, D. C. 



Chapters ox the Theory and History ov 
Banking, by Charles S. Donbar. Price, cloth, 

$1.00. 

A Taiuff Prtmer; the effects of protection 
upon the farmer and laborer, by Porter Sherman, 
M. A. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

j The Reader's Guide in Economic, Sociai. 

j AND Political Science; a classified bibliog- 
raphy, American, English, French and German, 
with descriptire notes, title and subject index, 
courses of reading, college courses, etc. Edite*! 

] by 11. R. Bowker and George lies, published by 

1 the Society of Political Education. Price, 

I cloth, $1.00. 



The Death Penalty, by Andrew J. Palm. 
i A consideration of objections to capital puuish- 
I ment, with a chapter on war. Price, cloth, $1.25. 

Send post-paid, on receipt of price. Address 
•T O - 23 -A. "^P" . 

The Works of Herbert Spencer. 



First Principles ^ qo 

Principles of Biology. 2 vols 4 00 

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols 4 00 

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols 400 

DiscuBsions in Hcience, Philosophy, etc ' 2 OO 

T universal Progress 2 OO 

Essays : Moral, Political, and Esthetic 200 

Social Statics 2 OO 

Data of Ethics. Being Part I, of the ** Principles of 

Morality" 1 2S 

Paper, 60 

Study uf Sociology. (Intornational Scfeottfio Series. } 1 60 

Education i 25 

Paper, 50 

The above 14 vols., 12mo Cloth, 26 00 

Extra doth, gilt top, paper titles, 30 00 

Half calf, 60 00 

Philosophy of Style. ISrao Cloth, 50 

Polilical Institutions: Being Part V. of *' Principle* 

of Sociology*' 1 5o 

EccleHlastlcal Institutions, heing Part VI. of the 

" Principles of Sociology." 12mo Cloth, 1 2S 

On the Americans Paper, 10 

Oloth, £0 
The Man vernus The State : containing " The New 
Toryism," "The Coming Slavery," "The Sins of 
LtgiHlaiors," and '*The Great Political Superatl- 

lion." Svo w Paper, 30 

The Factors of Organic Evolution. 12mo Cloth, 7& 

All of above are the authorized American editions. 
Sent post. pjiid, on receipt of price. Address 
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POUTIC8: EVENTS; COMMENTS; LITERA- 
TURE, 

The coriditionB under which this paper is pvblished 
render it impossible to give the weekly record of facts 
the character of news, especiaUy in the case of the 
foreign items. The facts are, in the main, collected 
from daily papers. Their inqwrtance does not genera 
ally depend tipon dates. Our record of them cannot 
have greater authoriiy than the sources have, but is 
evidently more trustworthy than any single newspaper. 

LEGISLATIVE. 

Pennsylvania. — Among the bills passed 
by the Senate are: prohibiting mining and 
manufacturing corporations from carrying on 
company stores ; regulating the standard weight 
of a bushel of potatoes; authorizing borouglis 
to manufacture electricity for commercial pur- 
poses for the use of the inhabitants ; providing 
that wages of lal>or6rs and clerks shall be pre- 
ferred and paid first from the proceeds of the 
sale of insolvent debtors' property; relieving 
workingmen from prosecutions for conspiracy ; 
requiring the board of directors of corporations 
in the State to hold meetings and provide 
monthly statements of the company's afibirs; 
requiring mutual insurance companies to report 
to the State Insurance Commissioner; prevent- 
ing discrimination in appointments to public 
office on account of race or color ; providing for 
ballot reform; and providing that wholesale 
liquor dealers cannot sell liquor to be drank on 
their premises. 

Among the bills passed by the House are: 
requiring insurance companies not incorporated 
under State laws to pay to the firemen's relief 
associations an annual bonus on premiums of 
the insurance efllBcted ; abolishing the office of 
director of the poor in cities of the second 
class; empowering cities to regulate and sup- 
press the production of smoke from bituminous 
coal; extending to the courts Jurisdiction to 
grant divorces when either of the parties has 
been convicted of any infamous crime ; author- 
\yh i* cities of the first class to regulate the sale 
•.1 ::nthraclte coal, and prevent frauds in the 



sale thereof, as well as to charge a license fee 
upon all vehicles used in delivering coal ; author- 
izing the assessment of a poor tax upon unnatu- 
ralized residents, and punishing employers for 
refusing to make a return of unnaturalized per- 
sons in their employ ; providing for inspector of 
coal mines; requiring foreign insurance com- 
panies to take out a license before doing busi- 
ness in the State ; making eight hours a day's 
labor in penal Institutions ; authorizing salaried 
officers of private corporations to concurrently 
serve as directors therein; and providing for 
the examination of miners in the anthracite and 
bituminous coal mines, and preventing the 
employment of incompetent persons therein. 

Among the bills defeated are: the inquisito- 
rial tax bill; the bill forbidding contracts to 
repay a loan in gold; the bill to prevent the 
delivery of bread on Sunday; the bill to pre- 
vent the sale and manufacture of cigarettes, as 
well as that forbidding the use of cigarettes ; 
the bill for a uniform and precise game law; 
and the bill making it illegal for a candidate to 
pay naturalization expenses or taxes for citizens. 

The Legislature has adjourned. 



Although the recent session of the Delaware 
Legislature was the largest on record, there is 
already talk of an extra session, to correct its 
many blunders. Serious omissions have been 
discovered in some important bills enacted, 
and one bill, which was supposed to have been 
duly passed, was left in an unfinished state. 

One of the bills which passed the Legislature 
is known as the Tramp Labor Bill, and provides 
that vagrants and vagabonds who come tramping 
into the State may be arrested and put to work 
for sixty days, breaking stone for road-mend- 
ing. They are to work eight hours a day, and 
if refactory, put in solitary confinement on 
bread and water. 



The Rhode Island Uouse passed a bill author- 
izing towns and cities to tax corporations for 
the franchises to use streets or to pass over, 
under, or through streets for railroad, telegraph, 
telephone, electric, or gas lighting purposes, 
the tax not to exceed 3 per cent of the gross 
earnings of the corporations. No franchises 
are to run more than twenty-five years. 
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losses exceeding three per cent of the investment 
may be charged in different years at not more than 
such three per cent. The cost cannot be greater 
than to allow the city or town a profit ol eight per 
cent upon its net investment. In fixing such cost, 
to establish the price for commercial lighting, the 
gas and electricity used by the city or town must be 
charged to it at cost. A deposit suflScient to secure 
payment for gas or electricity for three months may 
be required in advance from any taker, and the 
supply may be shut off from any premises until 
arrearages are paid. 

" When the establishment of a plant has been 
decided upon, and at the time of the first vote 
required any private parties are engaged in making 
gas or electricity for sale for lighting purposes, and 
shall elect to sell under the provisions of this act, it 
is provided that the city or town shall, before estab- 
lishing their public plant, purchase such portion of 
said private plants as may be suitable, and used for 
such business as lies within the limits of such city 
and town. If a single corporation In such city or 
town owns or operates both a gas and electric plant, 
the purchase shall Include both ; but, otherwise, If 
the city or town has voted to establish only a gas, or 
only an electric plant, It shall respectively be obliged 
to purchase only the existing gas or electric plant, 
or plants, as the oase may be. If the main works of 
such plants lie within the limits of the city or town, 
that has voted to establish Its own plant, the whole 
of such plants and property used In connection 
therewith lying within the limits shall be purchased 
at Its fair market value for purposes of Its use. 

" No portion of the plant shall be estimated, how- 
ever, at less than Its fair market value for any other 
purpose. The earning capacity of the plant, based 
upon its actual earnings at the time of the final vote 
to establish a plant, is to form an element of value ; 
also any locations or similar rights acquired from 
private persons plus the damages suffered by the 
severence of any portion of such plants lying outside 
of the limits, and minus the amount of any mortgage 
or any other encumbrance or lien to which the plant 
may be subject. There can be no eahancement In 
value on account of future earning capacity, or good 
will, or of exclusive privileges derived from rights 
In the public streets.'' 



Illinois. ~~ Among the bills passed by the 
Senate are: prohibiting the selling of liquor 
to minors and drunkards; requiring building 
and loan associations to render an annual ac- 
count to the State auditor and hold their books 
at all times subject to inspection; proliibiting 
track stores, and compelling the payment of 
wages in money; requiring mine operators to 
pay laborers for all the stuff taken from the 
mines before it has passed through the screen 
used to get rid of slack and smaller pieces; 
compelling the examination of mine bosses and 
foremen ; making it compulsory that the ques- 
tion of license or no licence be submitted to the 



people at each municipal election in places of 
less than 15,000; providing for a secret ballot; 
allowing mining and mercantile corporations to 
own railroad stock ; allowing building and loan 
associations to fix the rate of premium and per 
cent on all loans; prohibiting child labor; 
allowing two constitutional amendments to be 
submitted at the same election; appropriating 
$800,000 for the World's Fair (among the pro- 
visions of this bill are : the enforcement of the 
eight-hour day ofi the work of the Fair, the 
submission of labor disputes to arbitration, and 
the observance of the minimum wage rate in 
vogue among the Chicago labor organizations) ; 
prohibiting trusts and combinations to fix the 
price or limit the production of commodities ; 
and providing for the government of the Illinois 
State reformatory. The inmates &re to be boys 
under sixteen and young men from sixteen to 
twenty-one years of age. All sentences to the 
reformatory are to be general sentences of im- 
prisonment, and the courts are forbidden to fix 
a limit for the duration thereof. The term of 
imprisonment may be terminated by the man- 
agers, but not previous to the expiration of the 
minimum term named by the criminal code for 
the offence of which the prisoner is convicted ; 
neither can they retain him after the expiration 
of the maximum term. Within these limits the 
date of his discharge will depend upon his con- 
duct and record. The managers are to adopt 
rules designed to secure the reformation of in- 
mates and may provide in their rules for the 
parole of prisoners, but tuch paroled prisoners 
are to remain under the control of the board, to 
be taken back at any time. No prisoner is to 
be finally discharged until at least six months 
after parole, and not then unless he has given 
satisfactory evidence that he will remain at 
liberty without violating the law, and that his 
final release Is not Incompatible with the welfare 
of society. Prisoners above legal age when 
convicted, or who are apparently incorrigible, 
may be transferred to the penitentiary, where 
they must be held at hard labor for the full 
maximum term of sentence unless recalled by 
the managers of the reformatory. 

The Senate defeated the bill requiring the 
teaching of reading, writing, and United States 
history in English in all private and parochial 
schools ; the bill reducing the interest on certifi- 
cates of tax sales from eight to six per cent ; 
and the bill making eight hours a day's work in 
all except agricultural employments. 

Among the bills passed by the House are : pro- 
hibiting trusts and combinations preventing* 
competition; making Labor Day a legal holiday; 
making five per cent the legal rate of interest 
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aod seven per cent the contract rate ; preventing 
tbe docking of liorses* tails; a mechanic's lien 
bill ; providing for State inspection of building 
and loan associations; preventing the sale of 
liquor to minors and drunkards; preventing 
discrimination in mutual life-insurance com- 
panies ; doing away with the screening process 
and giving to miners all the coal they dig; 
reducing the rate of interest from eight to six 
per cent in redemptions under foreclosures and 
the like; giving cities, towns, and villages 
power to fix water rates of corporations ; a blli 
protecting females (the bill reduces the penalty 
for harboring unfortunate women, and provides 
that the presence of such a woman in any house 
shall be prima facie evidence that she was there 
with the consent of the proprietor) ; and a reso- 
lution favoring the elections of United States 
Senators by popular vote. The bill extending 
to women the right of suflfhige upon matters of 
education and schools was defeated. 
The Legislature has adjourned. 



Florida* — Among the bills passed by the 
House are: requiring railroad companies to 
fence their roads and to erect suitable cross- 
ings; regulating the inspection and sale of 
beef; abolishing the bureau of immigration; 
and requiring conductors of trains having phy- 
sicians en route on their trains to visit patients 
to stop at regular and flag stations. 

Among the bills passed by the Senate are: 
requiring railroads to fence their roads ; repeal- 
ing the act establishing a railroad commission ; 
repealing the act creating a bureau of immigra- 
tion; requiring railoads to construct passenger 
depots on their lines; requiring railroads to 
redeem unused tickets, and prohibiting un- 
authorized persons from selling tickets ; requir- 
ing employers to provide suitable seats for 
female employees and permit them to use the 
seats when not necessarily employed in their 
active duties; requiring raihroads to provide 
facilities for express companies desiring to 
carry on business on such railroads; making 
atheists and agnostics competent witnesses in 
courts ; allowing women to testify in civil cases 
in which their husbands are parties; and pre- 
venting the enticing from their employers of 
minors or other persons under contract. 

The Legislature has adjourned. 



Governor Fattlson, of Pennsylvania, vetoed 
the bill for the formation and regulation of fire- 
men's relief associations. One of his reasons 
was that the bill gave to the first corporation 
diartered a special and exclusive privilege con- 



trary to the spirit of the constitution, inasmuch 
as it provided that only one association could 
exist in any city or township. Another bill 
vetoed Is one appropriating $33,000 for the pub- 
lication and distribution of a book on the 
" Birds of Pennsylvania." The governor said 
he regarded such expenditures of public money 
as wholly without justification. 



The last Kansas Legislature passed a law 
making it a misdemeanor to employ attendants 
in State Institutions more than eight hours each 
day. Under this law employees in such institu- 
tions must be doubled ; but the appropriations 
of the Legislature were based on the old manner 
of running. Unless a special session Is called, — 
and the governor has so far refused to take any 
action, — all the insane asylums and reform 
schools in the State must close. The appropria- 
tions will be exhausted by the end of September, 
and no deficit is permitted under the laws of the 
State. 

The Irish Land Bill passed the British House 
of Commons. An amendment was accepted by 
the government, providing that tenants evicted 
since May, 1879, may participate In the advan- 
tages of the loan for the purpose of purchasing 
their former holdings. An amendment to the 
Factory Bill prohibiting children under eleven 
years of age from working was adopted by a vote 
of 202 to 186, and the government, defeated by 
the Liberals, was obliged to accept the amend- 
ment. 

The last South Carolina Legislature passed a 
law providing for the licensing, for $200, of the 
sale of pistols and pistol cartridges. The manu- 
facturers in New York and elsewhere are deter- 
mined to oppose this law in the courts, on the 
ground that a license on goods sent from one 
State to another in original packages is uncon- 
stitutional. 



JUDICIAL. 

An Arizona judge has decided that all laws 
passed by Congress with regard to polygamy are 
just as operative In all the Territories as In Utah. 



According to a decision of a United States 
District Court judge, pleasure yachts have an 
equal right of way in the waters of the United 
States with vessels engaged in business. 



The United States Circuit Court at Kansas 
City has decided. In a salt on an accident policy, 
that a sunstroke Is not an accident but a diseaae 
of the brain arising from natural capse^, 
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The Virginia law requiring inspection (for 
which fees were charged) of flour manufactured 
outside the State when sold within the State 
has been declared contrary to the Federal Con- 
stitution by the United States Supreme Court. 



According to a decision of the New York 
Court of Appeals, the refraining from the use of 
liquor and tobacco for a certain time at the 
request of another Is sufficient consideration for 
a promise by the latter to pay a sum of money. 



The Georgia Supreme Court decided that in a 
prohibition county a person who receives money 
from another with a request to procure whiskey, 
and who shortly afterward delivers the whiskey, 
may be treated as the seller, if no other person 
filling that character appears, and if it is not 
shown from whom the whiskey was obtained. 



The Texas Supreme Court held that no action 
for conspiracy would lie by a butcher against 
several dealers in beef cattle because they had 
combined to refuse to sell him beeves; but 
where they also induced a certain dealer in 
slaughtered meat to refuse to sell him likewise, 
such interf ence gave him cause of action. 



A Judge of the Boston Municipal Court has 
decided that a man has a right to stand on the 
street or walk up and down the sidewalk while 
waiting for a car. The decision was rendered 
in a case of a Cambridge man who was arrested 
on the charge of ^' sauntering and loitering " by 
Boston officers while he was waiting for his car. 



The new Circuit Court of Appeals met on 
Tuesday, June 16, and went through the form 
of organization. No judges have been appointed 
to conduct the business of the new courts, but 
in each of the several districts some one of the 
judicial officers of the United States declared 
the new Court of Appeals to be open, and then 
adjourned the court. 



The New York Court of Appeals has afllrmed 
the conviction of Most, the leader of the Cerman 
revolutionists, for unlawful assembly. The 
trial took place in 1887, and he was sentenced to 
the penitentiary for one year. An appeal to the 
Federal Supreme Court will be taken, on the 
ground that a constitutional privilege of free 
speech was violated in Most*8 arrest and convic- 
tion. 

In 1889 the New York Legislature passed a 
bill providing that "no conviction shall be had 
upon a plea of guilty in either of the following 
cases : (a) Where the crime charged is punisha- 



ble by death, or (Jb) where the crime charged is 
or may be punishable by imprisonment in State 
prison for the term of life." This law has not 
been declared unconstitutional, yet New York 
judges have violated It In a number of instances, 
and persons indicted for murder have been per- 
mitted to plead guilty to a lower grade of man- 
slaughter. It is the opinion of some lawyers 
that there are convicts in New York prisons 
who are illegally held under the provisions of 
this law, and who might be discharged upon a 
a writ of habeas corpus. 



An important decision has been rendered by 
the Ohio Supreme Court. Action was .brought 
by the telegraph and telephone companies of 
Cincinnati against a street railroad company 
which made use of the single-trolley system, 
the telegraph and telephone companies claiming 
that their wires were deranged and rendered 
useless by the trolley wire. The finding of the 
Court upholds the theory that the street is pri- 
marily intended for the use of the general pub- 
lic for the purpose of travelling and transporting 
goods, and the fact of a motive power which 
facilitates this object being changed to some- 
thing which might Interfere with a subordinate 
use of the highway ought not to make any 
dilTerence in that regard. The telephone and 
telegraph companies were accordingly non- 
suited. 



A judge of the Superior Court, New York, has 
rendered an important decision in a newpaper 
libel case, as follows : — 

"A person bringing a slander or libel suit in 
effect puts his character on trial. Character is what 
the man is. Reputation is what people think he is. 
In determining whether character has been injured, 
the jury is entitled to know who the complainant is, 
where he belongs, and how much and what kind of 
character he has capable of injury, so that they may 
intelligently fix its pecuniary value and the extent 
of the injury. This is good common-sense as well as 
law. When a person wants an injury repaired it is 
always competent to ascertain the reasonable value. 
Juries always consider this, and it is useless for 
courts to shut their eyes to it. 

** The plaintiff's proposition is that the defendant 
cannot show certain truths because it did not know 
them at the time it published the article complained 
of. Tlie want of this knowledge may be unavailing 
to relieve from the charge of malice, but the defend- 
ant is entitled to a photograph of the truth, which 
is available either in justification or mitigation, so 
far as the question of damages is oonoemed, — no 
further." 



The New York & New Haven Railroad direc- 
tors, indicted for a violation of the statutes, in 
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having the company's cars heated by stoves, 
have been acquitted, eleven by order of the 
judge, and one by the jury. The judge decided 
that there was no case against any of the 
defendants except the president of the corpora- 
tion, as the testimony showed that the road was 
operated by his consent and advice only. The 
other directors were not principals but servants 
and agents of the corporation, equally with any 
other man in the employ. A corporation was 
liable, the judge continued, for the acts of its 
servants, but the servants were not liable for 
the acts of the corporation. While the testi- 
mony showed that the manager, who was per- 
sonally responsible to the president, had been 
notified by the authorities specifically to remove 
the car stoves, it was not shown that the other 
directors were responsible for the management 
of the road. The judge instructed the jury that 
tiny were not to consider the tunnel accident at 
all, since the company was not carrying passen- 
gers at that time, and was therefore permitted 
to use any sort of heater it chose, but simply the 
question as to the president's responsibility for 
the violation of the car stoves statute. 



The New York Court of Appeals, In refusing 
a motion in a murder case which dates two years 
back, and which has been twice before the 
United States Supreme Court and three times 
before the New York Court of AppeaLs, on a 
record presenting not a single exception and dis- 
closing no error on the part of the trial court, 
took occasion to rebuke the lawyers for their 
obstruction of justice In the following terms : — 
" When all the forms of law have been observed 
and the defendant has had every opportunity to 
make his defence, and his conviction has been 
affirmed by the highest court of the State, the con- 
test in the courts should end and the final judgment 
should be executed, unless the governor of the 
State, in the exercise of his clemency, should grant 
a reprieve or a pardon. The forms of law should 
not be used to subvert the criminal law of the 
State. Attorneys and counsellors admitted to prac- 
tise in the courts of this State are under a duty to 
aid in the administration of justice ; and they can. 
not, consistently with this duty, engage in vexatious 
proceedings merely for the purpose of undermining 
the final judgments of the Court and defeating the 
behests of the law. It ought to be a subject of in- 
quiry, therefore, whether they thus become the 
allies of the criminal classes and the foes of organized 
society without exposing themselves to the disci- 
plinary powers of the Supreme Court." 



INDUSTRIAL. 

Thirteen hundred Chicago architectural Iron 
and metal work shopmen have struck for eight 
hours a day and thirty cents an hour. 



Wives and daughters of Michigan farmers 
will hereafter be admitted Into the Alliance as 
members without fees, and will enjoy the full 
rights and privileges of such membership. 



The master workman of a Knights of Labor 
assembly was placed on trial at Rochester, N. Y., 
for extortion, in having demanded one thousand 
dollars of a company. In connection with a 
strike, and convicted by the jury. 



One of the Government Indian schools Is 
situated at Genoa, Neb., and some of the Indians 
attending It are working In the sugar-beet fields 
of the State. The workmen of Genoa protest 
against the employment of Indians, and have 
passed resolutions petitioning the Government 
to prohibit It. 

The New York housesmlths' strike Is ended, 
having lasted six weeks. The men have returned 
to work on the employers' terms. The strikers 
say that the struggle for eight hours has only 
been temporarily abandoned, and that they 
believe that under the present circumstances the . 
manufacturers cannot grant their demands 
without serious loss. 



Twenty-five sub-alliances In Kansas have re- 
pudiated the third-party action of the Cincinnati 
labor convention. In one case, a resolution was 
adopted declaring thatj as the South was not 
represented In the convention, and as the third 
party threatens to Injure the Republican party to 
the advantage of the Democrats, it is best to 
abandon the third party and return to past 
political afilllations. 



The convention of the International Typo- 
grahlcal Union adopted a resolution favoring a 
nine-hour day in book and job ofiSces, the same 
to go Into effect Oct. 1, 1891. A tax was levied on 
the members for the support of those who may be 
obliged to strike, and a fifteen-dollar fine was Im- 
posed upon those who disobeyed the nine-hour 
rule. A resolution calling for a six-hour day In 
newspaper ofiSces was Indefinitely postponed. 



The International Printing Pressmen's Union 
at Its recent convention passed resolutions re- 
quiring the employment of four pressmen to 
entitle an employer to take one apprentice; 
demanding that Congress shall create by law 
the office of foreman of press-room In the Gov- 
ernment prlntlng-ofllce ; requiring employers to 
appoint no one but a pressman as foreman of a 
press-room ; and creating an International labor 
bureau for Its members, so as to bring the unem- 
ployed and employers together. 
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At Grand Rapids, Mich., during a street-car 
strike, a conflict between strikers and police 
officers occarred, in which several strikers were 
wounded, some fatally. Thirteen strikers were 
arrested. It is claimed by the police, that the 
strikers fired at them, but none of the police 
were Injured. 



The Kansas and Missouri farmers* organiza- 
tions are about to form an inter-State industrial 
union, for the purpose of getting rid of middle- 
men. It is proposed to establish a union ware- 
house and market for the receiving and selling 
of the produce of the members. The agents of 
the union will keep Id stock all the articles of 
consumption needed by the farmers, and sell 
them to members at a profit sufficient to pay 
running expenses. Each member of the cocmty 
alliances Is expected to take stock and patron- 
ize the enterprise. 



The executive committee of the Kansas Farm- 
ers' Alliance Is discussing a plan for a private 
sub-treasury. The plan Is to establish in each 
county a bank and storehouse. The stock Is to 
be taken by subscription. The farmers may 
deposit their grain, or other products, In the 
storehouse, and receive, In bank checks, eighty 
per cent of the value of the deposit minus the 
charge for Insurance. The deposit can be kept 
until the owner is ready ib sell. Meanwhile, his 
check for advances Is to circulate as money. 
The amount of the produce deposited Is limited 
to the amount of the bank stock subscribed. 



The convention of the Order of Railway Teleg- 
raphers has decided not to amalgamate with 
the Telegraphers* Brotherhood. The railway 
telegraphers have a rule requiring a three-years* 
service as a road telegrapher before a person 
can be admitted to the Order. They were un- 
willing to waive this rule entirely, but were 
willing to modify It so as to admit those who 
had served only one year provided such persons 
had learned their profession at a road Instru- 
ment. This would bar out a large number of 
operators who have never done railroad work, 
and the Brotherhood could not afford to sacrifice 
these. The convention decided to drop the In- 
surance feature of the Order, but to retain Its 
sick and death benefits feature, — the latter at 
the option of local branches. 



The joint committee of the trades unions 
of Chicago have decided to address a letter to 
President Harrison asking that In all work done 
by the Federal Government In connection with 
the World's Fair the eight-hour day be recog- 



nized, all disputes be settled by arbitration, and 
not less than the recognized minimum scale of 
wages for the various trades adopted In Chicago 
be paid. The committee has also Issued a cir- 
cular to the workingmen of America and Europe 
warning them not to come to Chicago In the 
expectation of getting plenty of work and 
higher wages In connection with the construc- 
tion of the World's Fair buildings. It points 
out that the buildings are all to be constructed 
within eighteen months, and that wages are 
likely to be lower Instead of higher, because of 
the surplus of labor already here. 



Twelve hundred Chicago bakers struck for 
higher wages and better treatment, and, after 
three days' struggle, obtained all the conces- 
sions they demanded, as follows : — 

" All journeymen, summer and winter, shall work 
only six days per week, and no more than ten hours 
shall constitute a single day's work. 

*' No man shall be forced to unload flour. 

"Weekly earnings to be not less than thirteen 
dollars, summer and winter. 

" Men shall not be boarded and lodged at the 
bakery. 

" Only union men to be employed. 

" Extra men to receive not less than three dollars 
for a single night's or day's work. 

** Whatever help is wanted, men shall be taken 
from the employment offices of Bakers' Unions. 

"The walking delegate, who may be elected by 
the unions, shall be authorized, after he identifies 
himself, to enter any shop at anytime." 



Owing to lack of means, the London tailors* 
strike has collapsed. 



The Bordeaux (France) omnibus drivers are 
out on a strike. The men are violent, and the 
mlUtla has to guard the companies' property. 
The citizens side with the strikers. 



The Fries Coke Company of Scottdale, Pa., 
has discharged all those workmen who favored 
the enforcement of the law which requires 
representatives of the miners to check the 
weight of coal as It comes out of the mine. 



The London omnibus drivers Inaugurated a 
strike for an Increase of wages and a reduction 
of hours. Their real grievance seems to have 
been the Introduction by the companies of the 
'* ticket" system, which operated as a check on 
peculation. Public sympathy was with the strik- 
ers, and the companies, after a week's struggle, 
were obliged to offier twelve hours* work per 
day, with a slight Increase In wages. The offer 
was accepted, and the strike declared off. 
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A demonstration has been held in Hyde Park, 
London, by the laundry women, who number 
80,000. They complain of long hours and unsan- 
itary workshops. Thousands of them have 
joined the union. Three hundred have struck 
for eight hours and eighty-four cents per day. 
The strikers visited the laundries, smashed win- 
dows, and dragged out the women at work. 



IN GENERAL. 

Some of the Farmers* Alliance county com- 
mi>.sioner8 in Kansas have issued an order that 
in the assessment of property for taxation 
horses in the various townships shall be made 
to average $18 a head; mules, $18; and cattle, 
$4.50. In certain large towns horses and mules 
mu.-t be assessed at $28 and cattle at $8 a head. 



The press is discussing measures in restric- 
tion of Immigration. But most of the States 
between the Mississippi River and the Pacific 
Ocean are in favor of encouraging Immigration. 
They have much unoccupied land and undevel- 
oped resources, and would welcome industrious 
laborers and settlers. 



The adoption of the new constitution in 
Brazil has led to no practical results, owing to 
the failure of the Constituent Congress to pass 
hiws putting it into execution. The administra- 
tion holds that the pre-existing body of laws 
was not annulled by the adoption of the new 
constitution, and that they must remain in 
force until they are specifically repealed. 



Under the agreement between the United 
States and Great Britain for a £lose season In 
the sealing grounds of the Behrlng Sea, seal- 
killing is prohibited until May next (in excess 
of 7,500 to be taken on the islands ** for the sub- 
sistence of the natives "), and offending parties 
may be seized and detained by the officers of 
either of the contracting powers, the offenders 
to be handed over to the authorities of the 
nation to which they belong for trial. 



Several States have laws making employers 
liable for compensation for injuries sustained 
by their employees by reason of defects in the 
condition of the works or machinery, or by 
reason of the negligence of foremen and super- 
intendents. The frequency of casualties com- 
ing under these laws has led to the organization 
of inmrance to cover employer's liability. The 
insurance companies will relieve the employer 
from the trouble and expense of defending 
himself in the courts, and will promptly pay 
employers or their heirs for injuries. 



It is announced from Washington that the 
Federal troops will this week begin to expel 
the white cattlemen who have intruded upon the 
Indian reserve known as the Cherokee Strip. 
There are over 6,000 of these intruders, and 
they have over 100,000 cattle on the grazing 
lands from which they are to be driven, and 
which they have no right to occupy. They were 
warned against going on the Strip, but gave no 
heed to the warning. They were ordered by the 
Interior Department to leave it last year, but 
they reftised to obey the order. The semi-mili- 
tary force, or Indian police, of the Cherokee 
Nation, recently made efforts to expel them, but 
they stood, rifle in hand, ready for the fight. — 
N. r. 8un. 



Signs of an anti-Semitic movement are ob- 
servable in Switzerland. Several cantons have 
decided not to allow the Jews to become natu- 
ralized citizens, and the governments of Berne 
and Argovle have been Induced to prohibit 
Jewish butchers from killing oxen In the Jewish 
fashion. This prohibition, however, is declared 
illegal by the Federal Chambers. 



The formation of a great Central European 
commercial alliance Is reported. Germany, Aus- 
tria, Hungary, Italy, and Switzerland are the 
parties named, and a conference is to be held at 
Berne, to prepare the draft of the treaty. No 
one of the contracting powers will be privileged 
to form a trade treaty with any other outside the 
league unless it first obtains the assent of the 
other parties. 



A deputation recently waited upon Lord Sails' 
bury, and urged him to convoke a conference 
of the self-governing British colonies to con- 
sider the question of partaking In the privileges 
and responsibilities of a united empire. Lord 
Salisbury expressed his sympathy with the proj- 
ect of organizing a united empire, similar to the 
United States, but said that he could not sum- 
mon a conference until a definite scheme of 
Imperial federation had been prepared. 



A female artist lately painted a portrait of 
Moltke, and sent it to the International Art Ex- 
hibition at Berlin. The jury promptly rejected 
It; but Emperor William liked the picture, and 
as soon as the decision of the committee was 
announced, he bought It, and sent It back to 
the exhibition with a brief intimation that he 
wanted it hung in a place of honor in the prin- 
cipal gallery. There was some talk of the whole 
body of governing artists resigning en bloc, but 
his request was finally complied with. 
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TO-DAY, JULY 2, 1891. 

A record of the facte and conelderatione which 
ehow that Individual Liberty ie good for t?ie people of 
the United Statest and that, therefore, Legislative 
RegidatUm is injurious for them. 



J. MoBRisoH-FuLLiB, Waltsb C. RoBi, Bditon. 



It is estimated that the postal subsidies roted 
by the last Congress will amount to about twelve 
million dollars yearly, and it is stated that they 
will be given to existing companies for service 
now being performed as well as to existing and 
new companies for new service. This means 
that the people of the United States are to be 
compelled to pay something like twelve million 
dollars a year more for carrying the mails than 
the service is worth, in order that certain indivi- 
duals may find their business more profitable. It 
is to be noted that the people who pay most of the 
federal taxes are poor. These taxes are not 
levied upon property, but are paid by consumers 
of certain articles, most of tlicm articles of neces- 
sity, and therefore fall much more heavily upon 
the poor than upon the rich. The owners of 
steamship lines, on the other hand, are not, as a 
rule, pecuniarily in a position to require much 
assistance or sympathy. This law is like many 
other laws in that it takes from the poor and gives 
to the rich, but it does this more manifestly than 
most. Experience shows that the common people 
will submit to a great deal of extortion, but they 
are likely to be rather violent when the limit of 
their endurance has been passed. 



England it agitated at present 
^r K^t£ over the question whether chil- 
tion. dren under twelve shall be per- 
mitted to earn anything for their own support 
in case their parents are unable to support them 
properly. It is hardly likely that England's 
future greatness depends upon raising by two 
years the age at which children may be employed 
in factories, as many advocates of that measure 
loudly assert, inasmuch as she has reached her 
present stage of development without such a 
law. Happily not all the children in the realm 
would be i^ected, but a sufficient number would 
be to make it important that the right solution of 
the question be reached. According to Mr. 
Henry Dunckley in the Contemporary Review, 
39,000 children between the ages of ten and 
twelve are employed as half-timers in the three 
counties Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Cheshire. 
The wages they receive amount to about Si, 390,- 



000 in the coarse of a year. It certainly makes 
a great difference to these children whether they 
obtain this money or not Pi^obably they do not 
obtain the full amount of what they earn, part of 
it going to the support of other members of theh* 
families, but there can be no doubt that they will 
obtain still less if their liberty of earning is 
taken away. Children who work in factories 
have little except the necessaries of life, so that 
the passage of the act in question indubitably 
means that they will have less food, less clothing, 
and a less comfortable place to live in. Is it so 
certain that six hours of work per day is worse 
for them than the extra amount of privation they 
will have to undergo ? 

It is expected that the increased attention 
these children will be enabled to devote to edu- 
cation will be more than an equivalent The 
light-heartedness with which lawmakers legislate 
bread out of children's mouths and what they 
are pleased to call education into their minds is 
amazing. No state had undertaken to educate 
its citizens except in matters of ^religion until 
the present century, and now it is discovered 
that society will relapse into barbarism unless the 
state teaches almost everything except religion. 
Xo doubt knowledge is an extremely valuable 
possession, and that kind of knowledge which is 
imparted by public schools is desirable ; but there 
exists already among the people an exaggerated 
notion of the value of this kind of knowledge, 
and there can be no doubt that it would be very 
generally acquired if the state left the matter 
entirely alone. In fact, it is purely on account 
of this popular notion that the state takes charge 
of education. But when the worship of this 
idol book learning has reached such a height 
that men are ready to force others' children to 
go hungry in order that they may obtain a little 
more of it, the time must soon arrive when here 
and there one will view this idol dispassionately 
and perceive that it is hollow. Fanaticism may 
flourish to a certain extent, but the conmion- 
sense of men will finally assert itself. 

The' craze for popular education is closely con- 
nected with the desire for popular government 
Every adult male must hare the right to vote, 
and in order that he may vote intelligently, he 
must at least be able to read and write. The 
second of these assumptions can hardly be dis- 
puted. When the discussion of public questions 
is carried on so largely in the periodical press as 
it is now, a man unable to read is unable to form 
an intelligent opinion upon public questions ; his 
thinking powers may be adequate, but he cannot 
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obtain the necessary data. But a further assump- 
tion is very commonly made, which is the basis 
of much of the eagerness for compulsory educa- 
tion, viz., that a man able to read will be able to 
form an intelligent opinion upon public questions ; 
and this assumption is not well founded. A 
man's political convictions are still chiefly a 
matter of feeling, and reason has little influence 
upon them, whether he can read or not Which 
is under the greater illusion, the bar-room loafer 
who sells his vote to the party which bids highest 
for it, or the respectable citizen who reads his 
partisan newspaper, believing all its statements, 
and votes for this or that man because he is the 
regular nominee of his party. The extraordi- 
nary amount of misinformation upon public ques- 
tions that exists in this country and in £ngland, 
notwithstanding a very general popular education, 
does not show that school education is not a very 
good thing, but it does show that education is 
not a great magic cure-all for social evils. 



The latest biennial report of the 
*^j2utiS!* Illinois Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
completed last November, has just 
been published. The chief subjects investigated 
were the coal production of the State, the earnings 
and working-time of employees in the coal mines, 
and statistics of mortgage indebtedness. The 
year ending May 1, 1889, was the one chosen for 
examination in the second subject given. The 
miners are mostly paid by the piece, so that the 
time is not a serious question for them; the 
length of the working-day, however, is about ten 
hours. It was found that during the period taken 
538,691 miners worked an average of 100.6 
days each, and that the wages per day tfver- 
aged $2.23. But the mines were not running 
continually, so that the wages amounted only to 
$1.14 for each man's daily subsistence. That is, 
one day's wages must maintain the miner and his 
family, if he has one, nearly two days. Seme of 
the coal is mined by machinery, and the wage^ of 
employees range nearly as above — foremen, 
$2.36; cutters, $2.41 ; blasters, $2.30 ; helpers, 
$1.76. The work is no more steady than that 
paid for by the piece. 

The number of mortgages in 1880 made in the 
State on lands was, according to the report, 24,- 
248 for $30,612,666. In 1887 the figures were 
25,234 mortgages for $37,640,770. The number 
of forclosures on land mortgages was, in 1880, 
840 for $1,204,598; in 1887 there were 1,223 
forclosures for $1,892,555. The number of 



mortgages made and of those forclosed in city 
lots in the two years is also given. The average 
price obtained for the land sold in 1887 was 
$82.87 per acre. The whole number of acres 
assessed for taxation was 34,575,903, giving 
$1,136,509,932 as the estimated aggregate value 
of all the land in the State, exclusive of city lots. 
The chief object of the State Government in 
establishing and maintaining the Bureau is, prob- 
ably, to collect facts which will be valuable as a 
guide to legislation. It is doubtful, however, 
whether one of the legislators will read through 
this report. Still this is not so much to be re- 
gretted, because there is little in it which could 
assist in deciding whether a proposed law would 
do good or harm. The above are fair samples 
of the most important facts collected by the 
Bureau in the last two years. They are interest- 
ing and, in a certain sense important; but no 
very valuable deductions can be drawn from 
them. That the average yearly earnings of a 
coal-miner amount to about $400; that the 
total mortgage indebtedness on lands is a little less 
than 3^ per cent of the aggregate land values, 
though about 6^ per cent of the total number of 
acres are covered by mortgages ; that of the 
land mortgaged the average amount of the mort- 
gage per acre is a little over half the estimated 
average value of land per acre ; that the number 
of real-estate mortgages and the number of fore- 
closures increased from 1880 to 1887, but not 
alarmingly, — these are facts which it is well 
enough to know for any State ; but it is incon- 
ceivable that any accummulation of such fjicts 
should enable legislators, even after having 
mastered them, to make wise laws. These, how- 
ever, are the kind of facts which State bureaus 
of statistics almost invariably collect It follows, 
then, that as institutions for collecting informa- 
tion upon which to base governmental action, 
these bureaus are failures. The State Govern- 
ments, therefore, have no sufficient justification 
for maintaining them. If the information they 
collect is worth the expense of collection to other 
men besides legislators, there is no danger but 
that it would be collected. Consider the labor 
and expense of deciphering the Egyptain hiero- 
glyphics, or of excavating the site of buried cities ; 
yet private enterprise has proved itself equal to 
doing these things, and the information obtained 
is not of so very great immediate value. The 
chief argument in favor of the latter plan is that 
only those who wish to use the information pay for 
collecting it; but when the State collects in- 
formation the majority who have no use for it at 



Digitized by 



Google 



406 



TO-DKV. 



all have to pay for it It is not too much to say 
that if the facts collected by State bureaus of 
statistics could not be sold for enough to pay for 
collection they should not be collected. 



MUTUALISM V. COMPULSORY CO- 
OPERATION. 

The Kansas Farmers' Alliance is to be eon. 
gratulated on its proposal to establish their sub- 
treasury scheme by private means. The plan is 
not as attractive as the original Grovernment sub- 
treasury scheme must appear to such intense 
paternalists and believers in State socialism as the 
Alliance members ; but possibly they have come 
to the conclusion that it is better to secure immedi- 
ate, though necessarily partial, relief than to wait 
for the total deliverance of the slow and treacher- 
ous Government, and run the risk of bitter disap- 
pointment Such a conclusion would be wise so 
far as the farmers' interests are concerned, and 
would be encouraging to the rest of us ; for the 
realization of the fact that the Government will 
not relieve them must in the natural course of 
things lead to the perception of the truth that the 
Government cannot save them by any positive act 
of interference in their behalf. Meanwhile it is 
interesting to study the comments of the dailies 
upon this private sub-treasury scheme. The New 
York Sun says : " If the scheme is feasible, . . . 
if it is successful, there will be no excuse for 
calling for Government help. If it is not, addi- 
tional reason will exist against the establishment 
of Grovernment agricultural sub-treasuries." But 
the Sun strangely overlooks the fact that the Grov- 
ernment imposes a tax of ten per cent on such 
currency as the farmers contemplate issuing, and 
that such a tax is practically prohibitive. The 
farmers, too, seem not to have considered this 
legal obstacle to their private sub-treasury plan, 
but they are certain to make the unwelcome dis- 
covery in due time, and then they will be obliged* 
in consistency, to demand the cessation of Grov- 
ernment meddling with currency and all financial 
relations. But the most ignorant and absurd 
objection to the scheme is advanced by the 
St. Louis Globe-Demo :■ :\ which delivers itself 
of the following : — 

The fact is that this whole theory of communistic 
reform is an old and tried one, and in not a single 
instance has it ever succeeded. It came in with the 
Pilgrims at Plymouth. Their original articles of 
agreement provided for the holding and doing of 
everything in common. The individual was re- 
quired to contribute the results of his labor to a gen- 
eral fund, and it was proposed thus to equalize 



earnings and profits, and to bring about the same 
measure of comfort and happiness for all. It is 
very certain that the intention was a sincere one, 
but the outcome was a decided disappointment 
The experiment lasted only three years, and was 
then abandoned without a dissenting voice. . . . 
The Alliance project is an analogous one, consider- 
ing the changed condition of things at the present 
time. It implies the i>ooling of personal efforta, 
the bulking of personal products, in such a fashion 
as to discourage rather than to stimulate diligence 
and enterprise. This is contrary to the American 
philosophy of industry and progress, as well as to 
the American faculty of common-sense. Our un- 
precedented material progress in the jMtst has been 
gained by other methods, — by self-interest, compe- 
tition, and independent striving, — and there is no 
reason to believe that there is any safer and better 
way of arranging the matter. 

It is plain that the Globe-Democrat does not 
know the difference between communism and 
co-operation, between mutual aid and the aboli- 
tion of individual and private interests. The 
pooling of personal efforts does not discourage 
enterprise and diligence, inasmuch as it is self- 
interest which, under the fullest liberty of com- 
petition, develops the tendency toward combina- 
tion and co-operation. It is difficult to say 
whether the world owes more to competition or 
to co-operative action; and the interdiction of 
association and combination in all their forms 
would be as great an evil as the suppression of 
all forms of competition. Both should be free 
and untrammelled; and experience alone can 
teach men the merits and demerits of each of 
them. The Globe- Democrat pompous talk about 
the American philosophy of industry and the 
American faculty of common-sense shows it to 
lack common-sense as well as philosophy. 
Mutualism -is as good for farmers as it is for 
workmen and for capitalists. Compulsory co- 
operation is bad for everybody ; and this is the 
lesson which the farmers need to learn. But it 
is evident that they can learn nothing from the 
Globe-Democrat, 



THOUGHTS ON THE STATE OF THE 

NATION. 

Deferentially Inscribed to the Author 

OP "Looking Backward." 

" Bring me another horse — bind up my wounds! 
Have mercy, Jesu — soft! I did but dream." 

Once upon a time, there were three children, 
two boys and a girl (including twins), who were 
all four taken suddenly sick. 

Naturally, their parents were very much 
alarmed, and sent at once for the doctor. 
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Having listened attentively to the parental ex- 
planations and suggestions, he looked very grave 
indeed, for he was a tall man, standing over six feet 
in his shoes, added to which a most apfyehensive 
expression of countenance. At last he said : — 

" Some degrees of fever are accompanied by 
heat Now, inasmuch as all persons who have 
fevers, have them in some degree, therefore, all 
degrees of fever are accompanied by heat If 
we can produce a profuse transpiration with- 
out setting up an excessive peripheral excitation 
of the cutaneous glands, all may yet be well, if 
not better ; put the five cherubs to bed, three at 
the foot and three at the head, and give them 
seven cups of hot camomile tea before they go to 
sleep. In the morning we shall see." 

No sooner had the father got the eight young, 
sters tucked in than the mother appeared in the 
threshold with the tray and the nine cups of tea. 
But such an outcry as went up from these ten 
throats was never heard before, or even more* 
Not one of the eleven would drink his tea. 

Finally the father became exasperated, and 
seizing his cane he exclaimed : 

" Now you will every one of you drink that tea, 
or 1'U know the reason why." 

" I had rather tell why," screamed the twelfth 
louder than would have been expected from her 
who was the youngest of the thirteen. And with 
that they jumped out of bed in their bare feet 
and nightgowns and rushed for the window 
which was on the ground floor (not counting the 
mansard roof nor the attic). The father followed 
brandishing his cane, and the mother was at his 
heels with the tray and the fourteen cups of 
camomile tea. 

The chase continued up one street and down 
another. A policeman, awakened by the first 
child stumbling over him, came very near catch- 
ing the fifteenth, who brought up the rear. When 
they turned the corner of Forty-Second Street 
and Fifth Avenue, they numbered at least thirty, 
so rapid had been their flight All joined in the 
pursuit of the refractory urchins. At the Sixth 
Avenue Elevated they were sixty, and would 
have been more had they not stopped to dispute 
about their ages, all claiming to ride free as being 
under five : which the gateman would not admit, 
for he had counted them; and, besides, the last 
down train had gone by. Meanwhile the father's 
voice was heard, mounting the steps (or words to 
that effect) and, heedless of threats of prosecution, 
the children dashed across the track and down the 
opposite stage. Soon the streets were full of 
them, and there was no way of continuing the 



flight but to double on the course, and run down 
the opposite side, followed by the father with his 
cane, the motlier with the tray and the seven 
hundred cups of tea, citizens who had taken up 
the alarm, the fire department with the chemical 
engine, and the policeman (others had been sent 
for but would not arrive till next day). While 
the little rascals scampered up one side of the 
street their pursuers were scurrying down the 
other, in the hope of overtaking the end of the 
column before daybreak (the next day being 
Labor Day, and consequently a holiday, the 
banks would be closed ; and the Signal Service 
Bureau had predicted fair weather, but no one 
had remembered to bring an umbrella). If only 
some one had thought of crossing the street and 
intercepting the leaders ! But in the heat of the 
chase this expedient was of course overlooked. 
Besides, the three foremost fugitives, four of whom 
had been sick longer than the rest, and were 
accordingly more fatigued by the violent exercise, 
had boarded the early horse-car ; so nothing re- 
mained but to catch up with the hindmost. If 
the doctor could have seen them now he would 
have felt justified in his prescription, for perspi- 
ration streamed from every pore. But the exer- 
tion proved too great The father was on the 
very point of seizing the last one of the desperate 
but determined rebels when they began to 
diminish in number, even more rapidly than they 
had increased. Those in the rear dropped off 
the first, being more exhausted from having to 
run faster to keep up with those who had the 
start of them. One by one they disappeared and 
eluded the paternal grasp. In a short time they 
were so tired that not more than a dozen were 
left, and they were on the right What might 
have been the result no one can now foresee by 
looking back at the events of the night, for, just 
then the first streaks of dawn appeared on the 
horizon, or what amounts to the same thing, the 
news arrived that every legislature in the coun- 
try had adjourned sine qua non. 

The early horse-car drew up by the window on 
the ground floor (not counting the mansard roof 
nor the attic), the children tumbled out, took 
transfer checks, and hastened to bed, weary and 
footsore ; the fire department was rung in ; the 
citizens returned to their homes, and the police- 
man to his slumber ; the milkman stopped by the 
side-door (for the house stood on the corner) and 
leisurely poured the water from his cans; the 
father placed his cane in the other corner, while 
the mother leaned over and gave the children 
each a deep draught of morning's milk. 
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INDUSTRY AND THE SENTIMENT OF 
LIBERTY. 

" How ready these people are to be 
slaves," Tiberius used to exclaim on going 
out from the Roman Senate. It is not 
likely that the senators were utterly in- 
different to the loss of dignity which they 
had suffered, though the Senate in Tibe- 
rius'8 time was vastly changed from that 
body which the ambassador of Pyrrhus had 
likened to an assemblage of kings, but they 
were willing for slight considerations to 
fawn and truckle to any one who held the 
reins of power. 

The sentiment of personal liberty has 
probably never been quite extinct in any 
one. There are, to be sure, instances on 
record where slaves have refused liberty 
when it was freely offered to them ; but 
they enjoyed having some of their actions 
free even while in slavery, and the more of 
such actions there were the more tolerable 
the slavery. It is plainly impossible for 
any restraint of liberty to be complete; 
the nearest approach t'> such a state is 
when the subject is bound hand and foot ; 
but even then some actions are free, as 
breathing and contracting the muscles. 
From this state we pass through the liberty 
to move about in a confined area to what 
is known as personal slavery, in which a 
man is free to order a portion of his life as 
he pleases, but is obliged to perform certain 
tasks and to refrain from certain actions. 
What is known as political freedom may be 
described in precisely the same words, — the 
citizen has liberty to order a portion of his 
life as he pleases, provided that he does 
certain actions (pays taxes, for example) 
and refrains from certain other actions. 
The distinction between freedom and slav- 
ery, using the words in their common ac- 
ceptation, is clear enough : the free man is 
tolerably certain as to what he must do and 
what not, while there is hardly any service 
which maj' not be demanded of the slave, 
hardly any action which may not be for- 
bidden him. 
So the distinction between a free and a 



despotic government is perfectly plain, 
though it is not the one usually drawn. It 
does not consist in the fact t^at the people 
have a direct voice in the one and not in 
the other, or that one is a government of 
men and the other of laws. Since laws are 
both made and executed by men. and since 
they are fully as capricious as men are, the 
personal element is only thinly veiled by 
them. Their chief advantage over royal 
edicts from the standpoint of the subject is 
that it takes longer to make them, and so 
the government possesses greater definite- 
ness, — its actions from day to day can be 
counted on with greater certainty. The 
essential distinction is that under a free 
government the individual is guaranteed a 
sphere of activity within which lie shall be 
perfectly free, within which the government 
will not molest him nor permit any other in- 
dividual to molest him. This sphor« is very 
limited, and it is only within the last two 
centuries that such a sphere has existed at 
all. Of course, since the activities of men 
are almost infinite, governmcLts have never 
been able to interfere with them all, but 
until the formation of the Government of 
this country there was no activity anywhere 
with which there was any certainty that the 
Government would not interfere. Of course, 
also, no guaranty of liberty can be abso- 
lute. For instance, the Constitution of the 
United States guarantees freedom of con- 
tract and freedom of the press in the most 
absolute manner possible. Yet it is not 
inconceivable that those provisions should 
be repealed. Moreover, the last Congress 
enacted a law contrary to one of those pro- 
visions, and probably contrary to the other. 
I refer to the anti-lottery law. If the free- 
dom of the press is not less since the pas- 
sage of that law than it was before, then 
freedom must be defined in a very strange 
way. Moreover, supposing any newspaper 
had a long contract to advertise nny lottery 
company, that contract was certiinly inter- 
feied with. 

The action of government is usually re- 
garded as negative rather than positive, — 
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that is, as prohibitiDg actions rather than as 
commandiDg them, but wherever any pub- 
lie work is undertaken, as the construction 
of a building, or digging a canal, the action 
is positive. There is just now a movement 
in favor of cities and towns manufacturing 
their own gas and electric light. There is 
little doubt that, as American cities are now 
managed, it would cost them more to man- 
ufacture the gas they use than to buy it, 
even at the excessive rates most of them 
now pay. But, considering the proposition 
independently > it plainly means that all shail 
be compelled to contribute to the produc- 
tion of an article the benefits of which will 
not be distributed in anything like the pro- 
portion which each one has contributed. 
It certainly amounts to much the same 
thing whether a person is obliged to do 
something himself or to hire some one else 
to do it. In some towns it is common for 
men to '' work out" their road tax, but in 
those where only money is required it is no 
less accurate to say that the people are com- 
pelled to keep the roads in repair. 

In the two countries which had led in the 
advance towards personal liberty, — Eng- 
land and the United States, — the sphere of 
governmental interfere nee has been extend- 
ing for a generation or more, and, by con- 
sequence, the sphere of individual freedom 
has been contracting. This ought not, 
however, to make us doubt that the senti- 
ment of liberty is in course of development. 
We say that the population of this country 
is increasing, but our confidence in the 
truth of this statement would not be much 
shaken if it could be shown that during 
the last hour the number of deaths had 
exceeded that of the births, and that there- 
fore the population during that time had 
been diminishing. 

That people having the power in their 
own hands should voluntarily surrender 
their liberties seems strange, and it would 
be unaccountable except for the fact that 
they do not perceive the tendency of their 
acts. Government has certainly become 
more popular, and that a government of 



the people should tyrannize over the people 
seems to the thoughtless a contradiction of 
terms. It is only necessary, however, to 
consider what the terms mean. Popular 
government means little more at present 
than that the people shall choose men who 
shall make and enforce the laws ; and this 
practically resolves itself into choosing 
which of two sets of men they prefer to 
intrust with this power. A popular election 
is never unanimous, and generally there are 
almost as many opposed to the successful 
candidates as in favor of them ; that is, 
nearly half — and in some cases more than 
half — of the people do not wish to be ruled 
by those men. After the rulers are elected, 
they are open to other influences than the 
will of the people. But, as many savages 
are convinced that a dead body casts no 
shadow, so most men are convinced that a 
popular government cannot be tyrannical. 
The extension of governmental activity 
noticeable late years is probably a symptom 
of the halt in the development of liberty. 
The causes of this halt are manifold, the 
chief one being, probably, the change in 
industrial development by which the greater 
establishments have crowded out the smaller 
ones. Evidently where there are few inde- 
pendent producers there is necessarily a 
much greater subordination than where 
there are many. The number of people 
who manage their business for themselves 
is comparatively small, and working under 
the superintendence of another does not 
conduce to personal independence. Men 
who while in the shop are subordinate to 
an employer are not likely to be his equals 
when outside. Men are, to be sure, free to 
leave whenever they can find another place 
where the pay or the conditions are more 
satisfactory ; but how when they cannot 
find anotlier place where they are paid and 
treated even as well ? Tliere is no necessity 
of compuring their condition to that of 
slaves, but it has this in common with 
slavery, that while they are at work their 
first thought must be to please another 
rather than themselves* 
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Moreover, the trades-unions and other 
associations into which workmen have en- 
tered for self-defence are not conducive to 
personal independence. Concerted action 
implies that men shnll not act each as seems 
best to himself, but that each shall be ready 
to sacrifice his private judgment and act 
with the rest; and working men's associa- 
tions seem frequently to be unnecessarily 
tyrannical. 

Wh'ile, under one aspect, the extension of 
governmental control is a symptom of the 
decline in the sentiment of personal liberty, 
under another aspect it may be regarded as a 
co-operating cause ; the more there is, the 
more is called for. After the Government 
has managed an enterprise for some years, 
men come to believe that this enterprise 
could not otherwise be carried on. Ask 
the first man you meet in the street what 
would be the result If the Government 
should stopi carrying mail, and his reply will 
be that no mail matter would be transmit- 
ted. This notwithstanding that it is possi- 
ble to send a package by express almost 
anywhere, and, taking account of security, 
as cheaply as b\' mail. 

The great bugbear of those «ho advocate 
governmental regulation of this or that 
thing, is anarchy. The production and dis- 
tribution of the wheat crop in the United 
States may be regarded as anarchical ; each 
man who owns land sows as mucli as he 
pleases, harvests it v\hen he pleases, and 
sells it to whom he [)leases. Any one rea- 
soning after the style so familiar of late 
wouid say that there is no assurance that 
enough wheat will be raised next year to 
support the population, that the Govern- 
ment ought to calculate the amount neces- 
sary, and see that it is obtained. It must 
be ndmitted that under the present plan 
wheat is not distributed exactly according 
to deserts ; but how much better are the of- 
fices in the gift of the Government dis- 
tributed ? 

The reason assigned why the Govern- 
ment should undertake any enterprise 
usually is, either that it will Dot be done at 



all or not done so well by private compa- 
nies. The reply to this is, that, in modern 
progressive nations, whenever there is a 
real demand for finy enterprise such as to 
make it profitable, private capital will 
readily be forthcoming to establish it, that 
until there is such a demand such an enter- 
prise evidently ought not to be established, 
and that when such an enterprise is estab- 
lished by private concerns it is carried on 
much more eflSciently, and that the product 
costs the community much less than when 
the enterprise is established by the Grovem- 
ment. The question is to be decided by a 
general comparison of industry as carried 
on by Government, with industry as carried 
on under private management. The evi- 
dence must be studied in detail ; it cannot 
be condensed into a very narrow compass. 
The observation of every man ought to 
afford him a basis tor a provisional decision. 
The sphere of activity within which men 
may be trusted to be perfectly free cannot 
be unlimited if men are to live together in 
society, but the f^edom of each must be 
limited by the like freedom of others. 
Men as they are at present have certain 
anti-social feelings, which they are not in 
all cases able to control each for himself. 
If a man covets his neighbor's goods, he 
cannot be left free to seize upon them ; 
if there is no other agency to restrain him, 
then the neighbor himself will resist or 
seek vengeance, aided by his friends. In 
such a state of society, the goods would 
probably remain in the possession of the 
strongest ; but the world has decided that 
physical prowess is not a good criterion by 
which to distribute property. This is the 
state of society which is usually called to 
mind by the word anarchy, and it is not 
an agreeable state to contemplate. The 
amount of evil that would be done may be 
exaggerated, — men may be much better 
than they are supposed to be, — but it is 
very likely that the dread of the cell and 
the halter is a potent factor in repressing 
the propensity many have for robbing and 
murdering^; just as many are restrained 
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from walking on the grass in public parks 
bj tlie knowledge that if they do so I hey 
will be arrested. 

It is very likely that public agencies are 
better than private agencies for repressing 
the aggressions of individuals upon one 
another. The alternatives would be, not 
to repress such aggressions, which all will at 
once pronounce intolerable ; or several com- 
peting private agencies, in which case they 
could hardly avoid coming into collision 
and producing confusion ; or a single 
agency, which would be practically as co- 
ercive as the present Government. True, 
governments perform this duty almost as 
badly as they do other things; they fur- 
nish, so to speak, justice of poor quality, 
at a high price, and they will probably con- 
tinue to do so until men are so improved 
that no injustice will be done. But it can 
hardly be questioned that in their attempts 
to do justice even now they do more good 
than harm. In their other attempts, as to 
keep their subjects from injuring themselves, 
either positively, by acts directly hurtful, 
or negatively, by failing to make the most 
of their opportunities — in these attempts, 
to which they give most of their attention, 
they probably do nr.ore harm than good. 
That a new post-office should be built at 
Grabville for half a million, or that Marsh 
River should be dredged, seemed a weightv 
matter to the last Congress, worthy of any 
amount of bickering and finesse ; but that 
the Supreme Court was several years behind 
the docket, was a matter which could be put 
off from time to time, and at last amended 
with no care whatever. Is it likely that the 
people will ever perceive that even the most 
complete national control of all industry 
would not be a nobler object for the Gov- 
• ernment than to see that nothing which is 
not just should be done in the State ? 



POLITICS IN THE MAGAZINES. 

The North Amrrican Rbvibw (July).— 
The opening paper, My Views of PhilatUhrophy, 
is by the famous Hebrew philanthropist, the 
Baron de Hirsch. His idea of philanthropy, 



expressed in general terms, is ** to make human 
beings who are capable of work oat of Individ- 
aals who otherwise mast become paupers, and 
in this way to create useful members of society.** 
What he declares has become the object of his 
life is to afford a portion of his companions in 
faith the opportunities of an independent exist- 
ence, free from religious intolerance. The state- 
ment so often made that Jews show no inclination 
to agriculture or to manual labor is denied, as 
modem examples as well as history effectually 
show. The case of those Jews who were exiled 
flrom Russia to the Argentine a few years ago 
is cited in proof of this. They have, he asserts, 
under the most trying circumstances, become 
thrifty farmers, and have shown so much skill 
in bailding their houses that every one in the 
vicinity employs them as carpenters. 

The Farmers* Discontent^ by L. L. Polk, presi- 
dent of the Farmers' Alliance, is mainly in reply 
to a paper by Oeo. E. Waring In the June 
Review, As to the work of the Alliance, Mr. 
Polk thinks much has already been done in that 
a large proportion of its members have been 
led to study and learn more of political economy 
and the machinery of government. A purer 
administration of public aflkirs is predicted for 
the future, which is bound to|result in less class- 
legislation,—'' the evil against which the efforts 
of the Alliance are chiefly directed.** 

The Farmer on Top, by Erastus Wiman, tells 
us how much more rapidly is the increase in the 
world's population than is that of cultivated 
area, and how surprisingly near we have ap- 
proached the exhaustion of uncultivated arable 
soils. The growing demand for food products, 
with the ever-decreasing supply is bound to 
bring great prosperity to the farmer, who has 
long and patiently worked and waited. 

" It was no wonder,*' says Mr. Wiman, " that un- 
rest prevailed, and that a striking out for relief in 
legislation, or some other form of remedy by organi- 
zation was tried. . . . Having attained prosperity 
by the operation of natural laws, he will abandon 
the absurd theories under which, in the days of de- 
pression, some of his representatives sought relief 
by laws made by legislation; and it will not be 
surprising if he reaches the conclusion that the 
least interference with trade, the least taxation and 
the least legislation will hejthe popular movement, 
setting in as a reactionary sentiment from that 
which has hitherto prevailed." 

The above is hi striking contrast with Mr. 
PoIk*s statement in the preceding paper, that the 
people *' are awaking to the realization that, in 
a society which has reached the stage and 
dimensions of ours, legislation is the basis of 
national prosperity.'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



412 



TO'-DHV. 



Mr. Clarkson's rather doubtful logic which he 
used in the May Review when writing of **The 
Politician and the Pharisee '* is answered in a 
vigorous manner by the Hon. Dorman B. Eaton, 
who was formerly president of the Civil-Service 
Commission. A New Variety of Mugwump is the 
title of his article, and Mr. Clarkson and his like 
are the ones designated. 

The Inheritance of Property, by Richard G. 
Ely, argues for many reforms in our laws of in- 
heritance. He would provide more liberally for 
children. Property not willed away, nor falling 
to some heir recognized by law should go to the 
State. All inheritance above a certain amount 
should be taxed, said taxation to be graduated, 
the more distant relatives and those inheriting 
the largest amount being made to pay the highest 
tax. Mr. Ely also volunteers considerable advice 
as to the best uses to be made by the State of 
the funds so acquired, — uses which to his mind 
will equalize the conditions of mankind, discour- 
age idleness, and encourage industry. 

Popular Sciencr Monthly (July). —A Com- 
ing Solution of the Currency Question, according 
to Charles S. Ashley, is this : That contracts of 
all kinds wlU specify the kind of currency with 
which the terms of the agreement shall be satis- 
fied, there being of course no controversy about 
the proposition that men should pay precisely 
what they contract to pay. The writer esti- 
mates that there are already railroad mortgages 
amounting to a billion dollars that contain a 
♦*gold clause," that is, are payable in gold coin 
of the United States of America of the present stand- 
ard weight and fineness. He also states that the 
highest courts of the land have declared that 
such contracts must be performed literally, and 
he further says: — 

" The assertion of the above-cited provision in 
railroad mortgages will lead to similar contracts in 
other instances, particularly in the case of long- 
time, low-rate real-estate mortgages to insurance 
companies. ... If this kinds of obligation should 
become common and of recognized validity, it is 
obvious tliat the political pressure, now so great, 
would be entirely neutralized, because few would 
have anything to gain from a debasement or en- 
hancement of the value of the coined dollar." 

Conceiving money only as a convenient com- 
modity of exchange, regardless of any artificial 
standard imposed by Congress, nothing would 
prevent practically free coinage of both metals, 
and with such free coinage Mr. Ashley considers 
that the '* varying needs of the country for 
currency would be more perfectly met than in 
any other way." 

Blackwood's Magazine (June).— -4 Trouble 
Before America, as seen by Warnef ord MofilEitt, 



is the fact that while this country has made 
wonderful advancement, and has, to a great 
extent, influenced the whole world, it is not ful- 
filling all expectations. While seeking the good 
of the whole people, it has, by its high-tariff 
restrictions, imbued them with an Indivldnal 
selfishness which has led to a headlong race for 
wealth. 

"If, therefore," says the writer, "American 
democracy is not to belie the songs of the poets of 
the first years of the century, who welcomed its 
birth as the downfall of tyranny, it most reftndy 
the history of its early foundation. Its future 
must be devoted to emancipating the mind of the 
public from the pursuit of dividends, by giving 
a check to those monopolies of trade that are 
building up a greater despotism than the mercan- 
tile system, the origin of the American rebellion. 
If it is not to turn in upon itself like animal 
intelligence, with the fulfilment of the original 
object of its existence, but is to be creative and 
progressive, it will be necessary to destroy in- 
dividual selfishness by widening the area of com- 
petition, — in opening all ports to the business of the 
nations, and freely accepting their goods." 

NiNiCTKENTH Ckntury. — Mr. Camegio tries 
to persuade the British public that the McKinley 
Bill is, on the whole, a free-trade measure, and 
that on that account it is likely to affect injuri- 
ously English industry. Protectionists writing 
for the American public have pointed out the 
immense damage the protective features of this 
bill will infiict upon England ; if it cuts both 
ways, as its defenders anticipate, it will turn out 
to be a marvel of legislation. 

Political economists are invited to ponder 
over the section which provides for rebate 
duties when imported material has been manu- 
factured into articles for export. Probably, 
however, the class of people Who will contem- 
plate that section with the most satisfaction will 
be American manufacturers. It is too much to 
expect that those engaged in the production of 
the raw material will rejoice over the fact that 
" American manufactures hereafter may be con- 
structed of foreign material whenever it is 
cheaper than the American ; while it may occur 
to American consumers that if our manufacturers 
can can compete with foreigners in foreign 
markets, provided they are granted free raw ma- 
terial, they might do the same in the home mar- 
ket. It seems doubtful whether political eco- 
nomists will be greatly moved by a fresh exhi- 
bition of imbecility on the part of the American 
Congress. 

Owing to the continued illnese of the editor j 
To-Day will appear fortnightly instead of 
weekly J until further notice. 
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AMERICANA. 

Washington, D. C, June 2^, 1891.— At the 
last regular meeting of the Women's National 
Industrial League, that organization discussed 
and passed a number of resolutions bearing 
upon what It calls a system of brokerage in 
vogue in the different departments. It was 
asserted at this meeting that Senators, Members 
of Congress, and department officials have been 
and are In the habit of having tlieir servants 
appointed to office when these officials go away 
for the summer; It is also charged that in the 
War, State, and Navy departments the relatives 
of the servants of high officials are also provided 
with places at the Government's expense, and 
that those who are instrumental in getting them 
there share in the l)eneflts accruing to these 
people. 

Aft an Instance, one casa was related where 
a coachman's wife was appointed to a $50 place, 
and $25 was deducted by reason of this A*om 
his salary. Another case referred to was that 
of a Senator who bad four of his servants ap- 
pointed to office during the time when the Senate 
was not in session, and he was, therefore, not in 
the city. It was charged against another distin- 
guished Senator that ho had a woman appointed 
to a humble position, and that she, in turn, does 
the entire family washing of the Senator with- 
out compensation. 

Jt is claimed that this practice is carried on to 
such an extent that even the \^omeu who are 
assisted to the most menial duty have to pay 
tribute by doing work for which they receive no 
recompensatlon, and that this system of coloniz- 
ing* five or six members of one family under 
assumed names is carried on to an alarming 
extent. 

The league threatens that, unless the practice 
Is stopped, it will publish the names of the 
offenderti. — Associated Press Desp'ilch. 

The financial , situation in Philadelphia is 
about this wise at the present writing: The city 
treasury has been robbed of about half a rail- 
lion dollars belonging to the city, and of abont 
a million belonging to the State. One ijauk 
president is In jail, and auotlier is a fugitive 
from justice; the city treasurer is in prison, 
two bank cashiers are uud- r bonds to answer 
criminal charges, and two natioual banks are 
found to have liypothecated false issues of the 
stocks for loans. It should be understood, 



however, that the investigation is still in prog- 
ress. — Boston Herald. 

The Antwerp (Belgium) Gazette says : In Chi* 
cago, the principid city of the dominion of Illi- 
nois, where the World's Fair is to be held, and 
which has distanced the city of New York as a 
commercial and social centre, there exists a 
strange and painful custom. When parents wish 
to get rid of their^children superfluous they send 
them to a public auction, to be sold to the high- 
est bidder. It seems Strang that In a city where 
so much civilization and prosperity are thelre 
should be a custom so barbarous. It is to be 
hoped that Gen. Hempstead Washburne, who has 
just been appointed governor general of the 
dominion by the directory, will annul the rights 
of parents to be so inhuman with their offisprlng. 

•* Do you understand the province of a juror? " 
asked the counsel for the prosecution in the 
New York & New Haven case of one of the can- 
didates for the jury. 

The candidate did n't know what '* province" 
meant. 

't Do you understand the function of a juror? '" 
asked the counsel. 

The juror didn't know what ** function" 
meant, either. 

"Do you jander stand the office of a jnror?" 
continued the counsel. 

Office, yes. The juror was a Tammany 
statesman. He pas.sed. — Boston Herald. 

On Thursday last two men accused of keeping- 
twelve boys locked up in a filthy room, and feed- 
ing them with filthy food, were arrested and 
taken to a police station. 

On Thursday last the twelve boys accused of 
having been locked up in a filthy room by the 
two men, and fed with filthy food, were arrested 
and taken to a police station. 

On Thursday lust the two men, having given 
bail, were set free, to sleep in clean beds at 
home and eat clean food, to the gratification of 
tlieir minds and i)cllJes. 

On Thursday last the twelve boys, unable to 
give bail as witnesses, were, by the city author- 
ities, lockt'.fl up in a filthy room, and fed with 
rtlthy food. 

On Friday Uist many a good man hereabout 
devoutly thanked his God that his lot had been 
cast in an age of Christian civilization and in a 
land of law and justice. — ^S"n Fi-foiriso) Exami- 

Hi')'. 
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and worthy of attention as it combines in one 
shoe all the advanla^^es of three styles as hereto- 
fore made. Fo: Yachting we secure suction 
without perforating the sole; for Tennis, Base- 
ball, Mountain climbing, or wherever surety of 
Foothold is desired, we secure greater clinging 
surface than possible with (^ rubber pointed sole 
This cut shows how it is done, and where our 

We have added a Ladies' Dep't 
for Summer Goods and we have 
the assurance of the best dealers 
that it is the finest line ever shown. 
We can furnish the ** Korrect 
Sb^ipe" in Oxford (the style 
above) or in Blucher cut with 
Piccadilly toe in seventeen differ- 
ent colors in Ooze from pure 
white to black, or in Russet 
Calf. Also made in white, or 
Colored Canvas and trimmed 
with all k inds and colors of leather. 
All these different styles are made 
either high or low cut, and all are 
made with a rubber sole (insuring 
against dampness) which is first 
cemented and then sewed to the 
shoe. Our 17 samples of Oo{e 
icill be sent on application to any 
one naming this publication. stumped on the ball and heel. 

Wherever you are, ask your dealer to show you the Burt & Packard " Korrect Shape 
Shoes." It he doesn't carry them in stock, accept no substitute, but write us. 

PAKARD Sr FIELD, {Blr.%T.lll?a) BrocHtoOt A\ass. 



trade mark is affixed on Tennis Goods. 

f/SjkT pfteffCH CAL.F, KA/IG/IROO, 
-\^yh Cor<lovaf>, l^&tcDt L-cMber, i\tx* 
^^^^^:^S& ica^o Burro, tSnglisly 0raili7 ($enu- 
ii7« In9PoriB.tior>5) ^r^ rpa^^i^ 2d t>UcH $oo4st 
Catiyvas, Wbit^or Colored {\r\xt)n)^< in i^y 
styl«) Russet L.eatber a^n^ Royal Cmlf , conj- 
pris^ our Ujljt goo^ for 5un)n>€r;— J^i>^ ^1 
tbes^ air« vo^<^. oi> our "Korrect Sba^p^*' 
laists, tl?9 result of 30 yeair«» experience in 
supplying tb« b est trm<i9 of tl>l5 country. 

On our Leather Goods, c 
which are made in every , - ^v ^^.^^ 
style from the low cut ). ^T^^SIS 

Oxford or Fulldress Eve- 
niii)^ Shoe, to our Russet 
or English Grain l^'ellows 
tong^ue Hunting Boot, this "TRADEMARK" is 
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